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REPORT. 


Mr.  Speaker, 

' < 
THE  Committee  of  Secrecy,  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on 
the  lyth  day  of  July  laft  by  the  Right  Honorable 
Lord  Vifeount  Caftlereagh,  have  directed  me  to 
report  as  follows ; 

Your  Committee,  in  reporting  upon  the  papers  referred  to 
them,  (Ap.  No.  I.)  find  it  neceffary  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  a report  of  a fecret  committee  of  the  Lords  in  the  year 
1793,  (Ap.  No.  II.  and  III.)  as  alfo  to  the  reports  of  fecreC 
committees  of  both  houfes  of  the  late  parliament,  prefented  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1797. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  allegations  dated  in  thofe  reports 
are  fully  confirmed  by  farther  evidence  and  by  fubfequent  events  ; 
and  the  fads  they  contain,  conneded  with  the  information  arifing 
out  of  the  prefent  enquiry,  will  enable  the  houfe  to  trace  in  all  its 
parts  the  confpiracy  carried  on  by  the  party  filling  themfelves  United 
Irifiimen,  from  its  firfi  appearance  under  the  pretext  of  reform 
till  it  conneded  itfelf  with  the  foreign  enemy,  and  broke  out  into 
a wide  and  extended  rebellion. 

Before  your  committee  proceed  to  trace  the  extenfion  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fyftem  of  treafon  fince  the  period  of  the  laft  report, 
(the  organization  of  which  at  that  time  appeared  to  have  been  in  a 
great  degree  confined  to  the  northern  counties,  but  fhortly  after  ex- 
tended itfelf  throughout  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,)  they  are  de- 
firous  of  adverting  to  the  prominent  fads  efiablifiied  by  former  en- 
quiries, and  to  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  government  to  meet  the 
dangers  which  then,  and  at  the  period  immediately  fubfequent  to 
the  laft  report,  exified  In  the  province  of  Ulfier. 

A 2 


4 


REPORT  FROM  THE 


_ The  fociety  under  the  name  of  United  Irlflimen,  it  appears, 
was  eftablillted  in  the  year  1 791  ; its  founders  held  forth  what  they 
termed  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Reform,  as  the 
oftenfible  objedls  of  their  union,  (Ap.  No.  II.) : but  it  clearly  appeared 
from  the  letter  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  accompanying  their  origi- 
nal conftitution,  as  tranfmitted  to  BelfafI  for  adoption,  that  from  its 
commencement  the  real  purpofeof  thofewho  were  at  the  head  of  the 
inftitution,  was  to  feparate  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  and  to  fub- 
vert  the  eftablifhed  conilitution  of  this  kingdom  : in  corroboration 
of  which  your  committee  have  annexed  to  this  report  feveral  of  their 
early  publications,  particularly  a profpedlus  of  the  fociety  which  ap- 
peared in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791,  (Ap.  No.  IV.  and  V.)  ; 
as  alfo  the  plan  of  reform  which  they  recommended  to  the  people. 

For  the  firft  three  years  their  attention  was  entirely  directed  to  the 
engaging  in  their  fociety  perfons  of  adlivity  and  talents  in  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom  ; and  in  preparing  the  public  mind  for  their 
future  purpofes  by  the  circulation  of  the  mofl  feditious  publications, 
particularly  the  works  of  Thomas  Paine.  At  this  time,  however, 
the  leaders  were  rather-  cautious  of  alarming  minds  not  fufficiently 
ripe  for  the  adoption  of  their  principles  by  the  too  open  difclofure 
of  the  real  objedls  they  had  in  view\  In  1795  the  teft  of  the 
fociety  underwent  a flriking  revifion,  (Ap.  No.  XXIV.);  the  words 
in  the  amended  teft  (land,  “ a full  reprefentation  of  ail  the  people,” 
Omitting  the  words  “ in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament the 
reafon  for  which  has  been  admitted  by  three  members  of  the  execu- 
tive e.xamined  before  your  committee,  (Ap.  No  XXXI.)  to  be  the 
better  to  reconcile  reformers  and  republicans  in  a common  exertion 
to  overthrow  the  ftate. 

In  the  fumm.cr  of  1796  great  numbers  of  perfons,  principally 
in  the  province  of  Ulfler,  had  enrolled  themfelvcs  in  this  fociety. 
'About  the  fame  period,  (Ap.  No.  VI.)  as  will  be  more  fully  ex- 
plained hereafter,  a dlredl  communication  had  been  opened  by  the 
heads  of  the  party  with  the  enemy,  and  French  aftiftance  was  folicited 
and  promifed  to  be  fpeedily  fent  to  aid  the  difaffedfed  in  this  kingdom. 

With  a view  of  being  prepared  as  much  as  polftble  to  co-operate 
■with  the  enemy  then  expedled,  (Ap.  No.  VI.)  and  in  order  to 
counteradl  the  cifedl  of  the  armed  alTociations  of  yeomanry  efta- 
blifhed  in  Odiober  1796,  diredlions  were  illued  by  the  leaders  to 
the  focieties  to  form  themfelvcs  into  military  bodies,  and  to  be  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  ammunition. 


SECRET  COMMITTEE. 


5 


Thefe  dire^Iions  were  fpcedily  obeyed  ; the  focletles  aiTumed  a 
military  form;  and  it  appears  by  the  original  papers  feized  at  Belfaft 
in  the  month  of  April  1797,  (Ap.  No.  II.)  that  their  numbers  at 
that  period  in  the  province  of  Ulder  alone  were  dated  to  amount  to 
nearly  ioo,oco  men.  That  they  were  very  largely  fupplied  with 
fire  arms  and  pikes  ; that  they  had  fome  cannon  and  ammunition, 
and  were  diligently  employed  in  the  dudy  of  military  taidics  ; in 
(liort,  that  nothing  \vas  neglccfed  by  the  party  w’hich  could  enable 
them  to  take  the  field  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  or  whenever 
they  might  receive  orders  to  that  effect  from  their  fuperior  officers, 
whom  they  were  bound  by  oath  to  obey. 

To  deter  the  vvell-affe6ted  from  joining  the  yeomanry  corps,  and 
to  render  the  adminidration  of  juftlce  altogether  ineffectual,  tlie  mod 
active  fydem  of  terror  was  put  in  operation  ; perfons  enrolled  in 
the  yeomanry,  magidrates,  wdtneffes,  jurors — in  a word,  every 
clafs  and  defeription  of  people  who  ventured  to  fupport  the  law\s, 
became  objects  of  the  mod  cruel  perfecution  in  their  perfons,  pro- 
perty, and  even  in  the  line  of  their  bufinefs  ; and  multitudes  were 
compelled  to  take  their  illegal  oaths,  and  profefs  an  adherence  to 
the  party,  as  a means  of  fecurity.' 

In  the  latter  end  of  1796,  and  beginning  of  I797>  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  Ulder  fuffered  mod  fevcrcly  from  the  depredations  of 
the  United  Iiifhmen  ; throughout  the  province  they  were  dript  of 
their  arms  ; the  mod  horrid  murders  wxie  perpetrated  by  large 
bodies  of  men  in  open  day,  and  it  became  nearly  impodible  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  judicc  from  the  inevitable  dcdrudficm  that 
awaited  the  wirneffes  or  jurors  who  dared  to  perform  their  duty. 

Your  comniittee  will  now  fhortly  trace  the  meafures  reforted  to 
for  fuppreding  thefe  didurbances,  and  for  extending  protedlion  to 
the  w’cll  affeeded. 

In  the  dimmer  of  1796,  the  outrages  committed  by  a banditti, 
calling  themfelves  Defendersf  in  the  counties  of  Rofeommon, 
Leitrim,  Longford,  Meath,  Wedmeath  and  Kildare,  together 
with  a religious  feud  prevailing  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  induced 
the  legidature  to  pafs  a temporary  a6t  of  parliament,  [36  Geo.  3.  c.) 
generally  called  the  infurreedion  Acd,  by  which  the  Lord  Lieute- 
Hant  and  Council  were  enabled,  upon  the  requifnion  of  feven  magif- 
trates  of  any  county  affembledat  a feffions  of  the  peace,  to  proclaim 
the  whole  or  any  part  thereof  to  be  in  a date  of  didurbance ; w Ithin 
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tvhich  limits  this  law,  giving  increafed  power  to  the  magidracy,  was 
to  have  operation. 

Many  diftri<5\s  in  Ulfter,  in  which  outrages  prevailed,  occafioned 
by  the  adlive  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  United  Irifiimen,  were 
in  the  courfe  of  the  winter  of  1796,  and  fpring  of  1797,  put  under 
the  provifions  of  the  a6f  above  mentioned  : and  your  committee 
have  to  obferve,  that,  although  where  the  law^  was  put  in  force  with 
a61ivity  by  the  magiflrates,  very  beneficial  confequences  were  found 
to  refult  from  it,  yet  the  treafon  was  then  too  deeply  rooted  to  yield 
to  this  remedy. 

The  parliament  being  affemblcd  in  October  1796,  the  dangerous 
progrefs  of  the  treafon,  and  the  adlive  preparations  of  the  enemy  for 
the  invafion  of  this  kingdom,  w^re  announced  in  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne.  Bills  (37  Geo.  3.  c.)  were  immediately  brought  in, 
and  paffed  w’ithout  delay,  for  fufpending  the  habeas  corpus  acf,  as 
alfo  for  the  eftablifliment  of  the  yeomanry  : — rneafures  to  which  your 
committee  feel  themfelves  jufiified  in  attributing  the  falvation  of  the 
country ; and  which  being  taken  immicdiatcly  fubfequent  to  the  formal 
alliance  concluded  between  the  Executive  of  the  Union  and  thc/ 
French  Diredlory,  at  once  prove  the  vigilance  of  government,  as 
alfo  their  well-founded  confidence  in  thus  entruhing  the  defence  of 
thc  kingdom  and  its  conftitution  to  the  loyalty  of  its  inhabitants. 

Your  Committee  have  to  obferve  with  great  fatisfadlion,  that  the 
efhmatc  for  the  yeomanry,  as  fird  laid  before  Parliam.ent,  w^as  for 
a number  not  exceeding  20,000— that  in  the  courfe  of  fix  months 
above  37,000  were  arrayed  ; and  that  the  zeal  of  the  country  had 
fo  rifen  with  its  difficulties,  that  during  the  late  rebellion,  the  yeo- 
manry force  exceeded  50,000  men,  and  might  have  been  increafed 
to  a much  greater  extent.  It  is  unnecefiary  to  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion and  gratitude  of  parliament  and  of  the  country,  the  fervices 
they  have  performed  during  the  unhappy  firuggle  in  w'hich  we  have 
been  engaged  ^ fharing  nil  the  harcifhips  and  dangers,  and  performing 
all  thc  duties,  in  common  with  the  King’s  regular  and  militia  forces. 

The  next  meafurc  to  which  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  point 
thc  attention  of  the  Houfe  is,  (Ap.  No.  VII.)  the  proclam.ation  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1796,  iiiucd  in  confequence  of  the  difaffe6fed  having  adopted 
a pradlicc  of  oiarching  in  miilitary  array,  and  aflembiing  in  large- 
bodies,  in  fume  inftanccs  to  the  number  of  feveral  Ihoufands,  under 


SECRET  COMMITTEE. 


7 


pretence  of  faving  cofn,  and  digging  potatoes:  but  in  fa6\:  to  ter- 
rify the  peaceable  and  well  dirpofed,  and  to  compel  them  to  enter 
into  their  treafonable  afibciations. 

The  fame  fydem  has  fince  frequently  been  had  recourfe  to  by 
the  United  Irifhmen  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  under  various 
pretences,  fuch  as  funerals,  foot-ball  meetings,  See.  with  a view  of 
difplaying  their  flrength,  giving  the  people  the  habit  of  aflembling 
from  great  diftances  upon  an  order  being  iffued,  and  making  them 
more  accuftomed  to  fliew  themfelves  openly  in  fupport  of  the  caufe- 

The  next  meafure  to  winch  .the  government  w'as  driven  by  the 
traitorous  excelfes  of  the  United  Iriflimen,  and  to  w'hich  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  advert,  is  the  proclamation  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Lake,  (App.  No.  VlII.  and  IX.)  then  commanding  in  Ulfter,  if- 
fued  on  the  1 3th  of  March,  in  confequence  of  a letter  addreffed 
to  him  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  fecretary,  Mr.  Pelham. 

The  diforders  which  called  for  this  interpofition  of  military  au- 
thority are  fufficiently  fet  forth  in  the  body  of  the  letter;  and  your 
committee  have  only  to  obferve,  that  in  carrying  Lieut.  General 
Lake’s  proclamation  into  eftebf,  no  a61s  of  feverity  whatever  were 
ufed  by  the  military  towards  perfons  concealing  or  refufing  to  give 
up  their  arms  ; but  that  on  the  contrary,  the  fcarch  for  the  arms 
of  the  difaffcdlcd  was  conducted  with  all  polTible  mildnefs  ; and 
that  where  perfons  voluntarily  brought  in  their  arms,  certificates 
were  granted  by  the  magifirates  and  affuranccs  given  to  the  people 
that  their  arms  would  be  returned  as  fuon  as  the  country  was  re- 
llored  to  tranquillity. — It  mud:,  however,  be  obferved,  that  in 
June  following,  when  a general  infurreiflion  was  decided  on  by  the 
party,  and  upon  the  point  of  breaking  out  in  the  province  of  Ul- 
fter,  more  vigorous  means  of  compelling  the  furrender  of  arms  were 
had  recourfe  to,  under  the  authority  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
^/th  of  May; — (Ap.  No.  X.)  a meafure  abfolutely  indifpenfable 
to  the  public  fccurity,  and  under  the  circumftances^  of  the  cafe, 
Rri611y  defenfive. 

Of  the  quantity  of  arms  which  appeared  by  their  own  reports 
to  be  in  tlie  hands  of  the  difafFebled,  comparatively  few  were  ob- 
tained by  the  fearch  then  made  in  Ulder  by  General  Lake’s  orders  ; 
and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  previoufly  to,  and  during  the 
circuit  which  took  place  in  the  month  of  April  1797,  adls  of 
violence  of  every  defeription  became  more  frequent,  and  were  at 
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the  fame  time  fo  fyfl-ematically  dirc6i:cd,  with  a view  to  flop  the 
courfc  of  criminal  jufticc  againft  the  United  Irifhmen,  that  the 
crown  profecutions  in  the  diflurbed  counties  proved  from  their 
failure  an  encouragement  rather  than  a rcftralnt  upon  the  treafonable 
projcdls  of  the  party. 

The  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  (App.  No.  X.  XI.  XII.) 
was  followed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  17th  of  May  1797, 
which  after  reciting  many  a6ls  of  outrage  and  rebellion  that  had 
been  committed,  and  offering  pardon,  w’ith  certain  exceptions  to 
all  perfons  guilty  of  the  faid  offences  who  fhould  furrender  within 
the  period  of  a month,  and  give  fecurity  for  their  future  good  be- 
haviour, declared  that  the  civil  power  had  proved  ineffedlual,  and 
that  it  became  neceffary  to  employ  the  military  force  for  the  im- 
mediate fupprcffion  of  fuch  rebellious  attempts. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  (No.  XIV.)  that  notwdthflanding 
this  meafure  of  mercy  and  warning  to  the  difaffedled,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  fame  month,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained  hereafter, 
a general  infurrecfllon  in  Ulfler  w^as  decided  on,  and  the  plan  of 
attack  for  each  county  arranged. 

The  intention  tranfpired,  and  was  defeated  by  the  atSlive  exertions 
of  the  army  ; notwithflanding  which,  a partial  rifing  did  take 
place  near  the  mountains  in  the  county  of  Down,  w’here  the  infur- 
gents,  finding  them.felves  unfupported,  foon  difperfed.  The  effetfl 
of  the  mcafurcs  then  adopted  was  immediately  felt;  the  arms  of 
. the  difaffe(£lcd,  by  neceffary  a6ls  of  coercion,  w^re  colledfed  through- 
out the  province  in  great  numbers  — the  loyal  were  encouraged  to 
declare  themfeives  — fuch  as  had  been  mifled,  cam.e  in  in  crow-ds  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  of  pardon,  (App.  No.  XIII.) 
which  w^as  extended  for  another  month  ; outrage  ceafed,  and  pub- 
lic confidence  was  fo  far  reftored  throughout  Ulfter  in  the  courfe  of 
the  months  of  July  and  Auguft,  that  the  laws  were  adminiflered 
with  effedt  in  the  different  counties  during  the  autumn  circuit,  and 
the  manufadluring  indufiry  of  the  country  w'as  reftored  to  its  ufual 
vigour  during  the  remainder  of  that  year.  \ our  comm.ittee  think 
it  peculiarly  incumbent  on  them  to  fate,  thatduring,  and  fubfequent 
to,  the  affizes  of  the  faid  circuit,  the  civil  authority  was  found 
throughout  Ulfter  fully  .adequate  to  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
peace,  and  that  all  military  interference  was  generally  dilcontinued 
from  that  period. 
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It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  inferior  focietles  of  United 
Irifhmen,  in  general,  difeontinued  their  meetings  ; that  the  people 
applied  themfelves  to  their  ordinary  occupations  ; and  though  fomc 
of  the  higher  committees  were  kept  alive  by  the  aeflive  leaders  in 
the  treafon,  yet  it  will  appear  from  an  infpeiflion  (Ap.  No.  XIV.)  of 
the  authentic  reports  of  their  proceedings,  that  for  feveral  months 
only  a proportion  of  the  counties  of  Ulfter  were  reprefented  in  the 
provincial  committee  ; that  the  others  refufed  to  fend  Delegates  ; 
that  little  money  was  colledled  ; that  they  could  not  fucceed  in  re- 
viving the  inferior  focieties  ; and  that  although  they  encouraged  each 
other  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  again 
into  action  in  cafe  the  enemy  (hould  land,  they  were  not  able  to 
make  any  impreflion  of  confequence,  till  the  inrurre(flion  in  Lein- 
ller  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  forth  ; and  your  committee  feel 
themfelves  warranted  in  hating,  that  the  beneficial  confequences  ari- 
fing  from  the  meafurcs  adopted  in  the  year  1797?  in  the  north, 
w'ere  ftrongly  exemplified  in  the  feeblenefs  of  the  late  infurre6lion 
in  that  quarter,  and  in  the  fpirit  difplayed  on  that  occafion  by  the 
yeomanry  and  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Ulfter. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  leaders  of  the  treafon, 
apprehenfive  leh  the  enemy  might  be  difeouraged  from  any  farther 
plan  of  invafion,  by  the  loyal  difpofition  manifefted  throughout 
Munficr  and  Connaught  on  their  former  attempt,  determined  to 
diredl  all  their  exertions  to  the  propagation  of  the  fyhem  in  thofe 
provinces,  which  had  hitherto  been  but  partially  infected.  With 
this  view  emifiarics  were  fent  into  the  fouth  and  'weft  in  great' 
numbers,  of  whofe  fuccefs,  in  forming  new  focieties,  and  admi- 
niftering  the  oaths  of  the  Union,  there  were,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  months,  but  too  evident  proofs  in  the  introdu(ftion  of  the  fame 
difturbances  and  enormities  into  Munfter,  with  which  the  northern 
province  had  been  fo  feverely  vifited. 

In  May  i797»  although  numbers  had  been  fworn  both  in 
Munfter  and  Leinfter,  the  ftrength  of  the  organization,  exclufively 
of  Ulfier,  lay  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  and  in  a few  neighbouring 
counties,  namely,  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath,  Weftmeath,  and  the 
King  s County. 

It  is  obferveable,  that  the  counties  in  which  Defenderifm  had 
prevailed,  eafily  became  converts  to  the  new  do61rines  ; and  in  the 
fummer  of  179?  ufuai  concomitants  of  the  treafon,  namely, 
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the  plundering  houfes  of  arms,  the  fabrication  of  pikes,  and  thtf 
murder  of  thofe  who  did  not  join  their  party,  began  to  appear  in 
the  midland  counties. 

In  order  to  engage  the  peafantry  in  the  fouthern  counties,  parti- 
cularly in  the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Cork,  the  more  eagerly 
in  their  caufe,  the  United  Iridimen  found  it  expedient  in  urging 
their  general  principles,  to  dwell  w'ith  peculiar  energy  on  the  fuppo- 
fed  oppreflivencfs  of  tythes,  (which  had  been  the  pretext  for  the 
old  White-boy  infurrecSlions.)  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  a(51s  of  violence  ufually  reforted  to  by  the  party,  for  the 
furtherance  of  their  purpofes,  the  ancient  pra61ice  of  burning  the 
corn,  and  houghing  the  cattle  of  thofe  againll  whom  their  rcfcnt- 
rnent  w’as  direCled  was  revived,  and  very  generally  pradifed  in 
thofe  counties. 

With  a view  to  excite  the  refentment  of  the  catholics,  and  to 
turn  that  refentment  to  the  purpofes  of  the  par  tv,  fabricated  and 
falfe  teds  were  reprefented  as  having  been  taken  to  exterminate  ca- 
tholics, (App.  No.  XXVI.)  and  were  indudrioudy  dilfeminated  by 
the  emidaries  of  the  treafon  throughout  the  provinces  of  Leinder, 
Munder,  and  Connaught.  Reports  W'ere  frequently  circulated 
amongd  the  ignorant  of  the  catholic  perfuafion,  that  large  bodies  of 
men  were  coming  to  put  them  to  death.  This  fabrication,  how- 
ever extravagant  and  abfurd,  was  one  among  the  many  wicked 
means,  by  which  the  deluded  peafantry  were  engaged  the  more  ra- 
pidly in  the  treafon.  '■ 

In  addition  to  the  alx)ve  arts  prafllfed  to  excite  the  people,  and 
to  turn  local  prejudices  to  the  furtherance  of  their  purpofe,  the'party 
did  not  fail  to  avail  themfelves,  to  the  fulled  exrent,  of  the  mod 
wicked  and  licentious  abufe  of  the  Prefs.  (App.  No.  XXVI 1.) 
In  the  fummer  of  1797?  an  infamous  paper,  called  the  Unioa 
Star,  was  privately  printed  and  circulared,  inculcating  the  princi- 
ples of  infurrerflion  and  aifadination  in  direfl  terms,  and  containing 
adefeription  of  thofe  perforts  by  name,  (particularly  magidrates  and 
fuch  as  had  ferved  on  juries)  who  were  to  be  held  out  to  the  party  as 
objetds  of  adadination,  on  account  of  tlieir  adive  loyalty,  or  a 
confeientious  difeharge  of  their  duty. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  year,  a new'fpaper,  called  the  Prel's, 
was  edablhlied,  latterly  publilhed  in  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  0‘ Connor 
as  proprietor  thereof,  who  has  admitted  before  your  committee, 
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thnt  he  was  for  more  tlian  a year  a member  of  the  Executive  Di- 
rei9ory  of  the  Irifh  Union,  and  who,  as  it  appears  to  your  com- 
mittee from  various  channels  of  information,  was  a moll  a6Iive 
and  confidential  leader  of  their  treafon  in  its  principal  departments, 
at  home  and  abroad,  which  conveyed  periodical  exhortations 
to  all  manner  of  outrage  and  infubordination.  Every  fpecies  of 
mifreprefentation  and  fophiftry  was  made  ufe  of  to  vilify  the  go- 
vernment, to  extend  the  union,  to  fhake  the  connexion  with  Great 
Britain,  to  induce  the  people  to  look  to  French  alTiftance,  to  exag- 
gerate the  force  and  numbers  of  the  difaffedied,  and  fylfematically 
to  degrade  the  adminiftration  of  julb'ce  in  all  its  departments. 
This  paper,  conduiSIed  on  principles  Hill  more  licentious  than  the 
Northern  Star  (which  had  contributed  fo  largely  to  the  extenfion 
of  treafon  in  the  North)  was  difeributed  throughout  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  from  the  aclivitv  of  its  partizans,  had  immediately 
a more  extenfive  circulation  than  any  paper  long  eftablifhed. 

The  meafures  thus  adopted  by  the  party,  completely  fucceeded 
in  detaching  the  minds  of  the  lower  clafles  from  their  ufual  ha- 
bits and  purfuits,  infomuch,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  autumn  and 
winter  of  1797,  tlic  peafantry  in  the  midland  and  fouthern  counties 
were  fworn,  and  ripe  for  infurreclion.  Pikes  were  fabricated  in 
fuch  numbers,  (App.  No.  XXXIX.)  that  in  the  fingR  county  of 
Kildare,  in  confcqiicnce  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  governrnenr, 
twelve  thoufand  liave  been  furrendered  ; and  your  committee  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  a Hill  greater  proportion  was  retained, 
and  that  the  preparation  of  arms  in  other  counties  by  the  difaffedfed, 
w^as  nearly  as  cxfenHvc  as  the  organization  itfelf,  will  appear  as 
well  from  the  numbers  feized  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  above  129,000  of  different  deferiptions, 
(App.  No.  XXXIX.)  as  from  the  fadf,  that  w'herever  the  infurrec-' 
tion  broke  out,  the  mafs  of  the  people  w’cre  univcrfally  armed  either 
with  mufkets  or  pikes. 

While  they  were  thus  maturing  their  defign,'  and  fecretly  acqui- 
ring the  Hrength  and  conHHency  of  a revolutionary  army,  they 
omitted  no  artihee  by  which  they  could  hope  either  to  w^eaken  or 
embarrafs  the  government  of  the  country.  So  early  as  the  year 
1792  the  fedudfion  of  the  foldiery  made  a part  of  their  fyHem. 
They  imagined  that  the  fcafon  w’as  now  arrived  for  its  accornpliHi- 
ment,  and  no  means  which  wicked  fubtikv  could  fuggeH,  were  left 
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unemployed.  (Ap.  No.  XXX.)  Printed  papers  were  induftricufiy 
circulated  amongft  the  privates  and  non-conimirTu^ned  oiricers,  ur- 
ging them  to  infubordination  and  revolt,  and  hoiding  out  the  moft 
tempting  offers  of  preferment  to  fucii  as  fhould  defert  their  colours, 
The  atrocious  crimes  to  wliich  tjiey  were  incited,  will  beft  appear 
by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  courts  martial  here- 
unto annexed,  (Ap.  No.  XXIX.  and  XXX.)  before  whom  the  cul- 
prits were  tried,  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  to 
the  trial  of  Henry  and  Jt.hn  Shearcs  fAp.  No.  XX.)  before  .a 
fpecial  commiffion  lately  held. 

Their  attempts  to  fruhrate  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  have  al- 
ready been  mentioned.  It  will  be  proper  to  ftate  fome  farther  par- 
ticulars. (Ap.  No.  XIV.)  From  feveral  authentic  reports  of  their 
own  proceedings,  it  appears  that  conhderable  fums  of  money  were 
fubferibed  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  fuch  of  their  affocintes  as 
Ihould  be  brought  to  trial.  That  they  had  itinerant  committees, 
who  went  circuit  as  regularly  as  the  judges.  That  a bar  of  law- 
yers were  retained  to  undertake  the  caufe  of  all  perfons  in  the  grofs 
committed  for  ffite  offences.  Entries  of  money  appear  in  their 
proceedings  as  paid  to  procure,  as  well  as  to  buy  off,  witneffes. 
In  many  cafes  to  gaolers  for  being  guilty  of  breaches  of  trull,  and 
even  to  under  Iheriffs  for  returning  partial  pannels  ; hand-bills  to 
intimidate  jurors  were  circulated,  and  every  fpecies  of  indecent 
management  praCtifed  in  the  courts,  to  exclude  from  the  jury-box 
perfons  unconnected  with  their  party. 

In  the  hope  of  diminifhing  the  rcfources  of  the  State,  (Ap. 
No.  XXV.)  inftruiflions  were  given  to  the  people  to  abllain  from 
the  confumption  of  excifeable  articles,  which  are  productive  to  the 
Revenue,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  depreciate  the  value  of 
Government  Securities  (Ap.  No.  XXVIII.)  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  public,  to  dop  the  raifing  of  the  fupplies  of  .the  year  by 
the  falc  of  the  quit  rents,  and  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  Bank 
paper. 

Before  your  Committee  proceed  to  ftate  the  traitorous  correfpon- 
dence  carried  on  by  the  leading  members  of  the  confpjracy  wdth 
the  enemy,  (Ap.  No.  XXIV.)  they  think  it  neceffary  to  advert  to 
a new  organization  of  the  Society  which  took  place  in  Augull 
1797,  the  reafons  for  w^hich  change  will  bell  appear  by  an  infpec- 
tion  of  the  printed  paper  at  that  time  circulated,  as  an  ipftrudion 
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to  the  body,  and  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  tpthe  examina- 
tion upon  oath  before  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
of  Dr.  M‘Ncvin,  (Ap.No.  XXXI.}  whq>  Hates  himfelf  to  have  been 
a. member  of  their  Executive  Diredlcry  for  the  detailed  application 
of  this  new  fyHem  to  military  purpofes. 

The  evidence  of  the  fame  perfon  together  with  that  of  two  other 
members  of  the  executive,  (App.  No.  XXXI.)  namely  Mr.  Em- 
met and  Mr.  Arthur  O’Conner,  delivered  upon  oath  before  the  faid 
Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords,  and  who  as  well  as  the  faid  Dr. 
M‘Nevin  iiavc  been  examined  fince  before  your  Committee,  has 
completely  developed  the  connexion  of  the  party  with  the  French 
Diredl'  ry.  From  their  teftimony  it  appears  that  fo  early  as  the 
year  1796,  the  party  defpairingof  carrying  their  plans  into  execu- 
tion through  the  medium  of  a democratic  reform,  avowedly  directed 
their  efforts  to  revplution,  and  having  received  an  intimation  from 
one. of  their  fociety,  and  whom  your  Committee  have  very  good 
rcafon  fo  know  to  be  Mr.  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  already  mentioned, 
(a  fugitive  from  this  country  on  account  of  his  treafonable  condudf) 
then  at  Paris,  that  the  Hate  of  the  country  had  been  reprefented  to 
the  government  of  France  in  fuch  a light  as  to  induce  them  to  re-f^ 
folve  on  fending  a force  to  Ireland  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  it  to 
feparate  itfelf  from  Great  Britain,  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Union  was  convened  to  take  the  propofal  intocon- 
jideration. 

This  meeting  was  held  in  the  Summer  of  1796,  (Ibid.)  and* 
the  refult  of  their  deliberations  v/as  to  accept  of  the  affiHance  thus 
held  out  to  them  by  the  French  Diredlory. 

In  confequence  of  this  determination  an  agent  was  difpatched  to 
the  Direclory  tp  acquaint  them  with  it.  (Ibid.)  He  was  inHrudled 
to  Hate  the  difpofitions  of  the  people,  and  the  arrangements  of  the 
union  for  their  reception,  and  received  freHi  aflurances  from  the 
P rench  Government  that  tlie  armament  Hiould  be  fent  as  fpeedlly  as 
jt  could  be  prepared.  The  agent  above  alluded  to  appears  to  your 
Committee  from  various  channels  of  information  to  have  been  the 
late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  who  accompanied  by  the  faid  Mr. 
Arthur  O Connor,  proceeded  by  Hamburgh  to  Switzerland,  and  had 
an  interview'  near  the  French  frontier  w'ith  General  Hoche,  who 
afterw'ards  had  the  command  of  the  expedition  againH  Ireland,  on 
which  occafion  every  thing  was  fettled  between  the  parties  with  a 
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view  to  the  dcfcent.  Tiie  reafon  the  pevfons  employed  on  this  mif- 
tion  did  not  pafs  into  France  was,  left  the  Irifti  government  fhould 
gain  intelligence  of  the  fa6t,  and  caufe  them  to  be  apprehended  on 
their  return. 

About  Odlober,  1796,  (Ap.  No.  XXX 1.)  an  accredited 
nieftenger  from  the  French  Republic  arrived,  v>'ho  laid  he  came  to 
be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  to  communicate  to  the 
leaders  of  the  United  Irifhmen  the  intention  of  the  French  to  in- 
vade Ireland  fpeedily  with  fifteen  thoufand  men  and  a great  quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunidon,  which  attempt  fo  announced  was  accord- 
ingly made  in  the  month  of  Decem.ber  following,  when  the  French 
fleet  with  a large  body  of  troops  on  board  arrived  in  Bantry-bay. 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  necelTary  to  advert  to  the  early 
and  frequent  communications  of  a treafonable  nature  that  took  place 
between  the  difaffedled  who  had  fled  from  this  country  to  France, 
and  the  leaders  of  the  party  here,  it  is  fufticient  to  fet  forth  the 
leading  attempts  of  the  union  to  prevail  upon  the  French  Diredlory 
to  fend  a force  to  their  alTiftance.  It  is  neceifary  however  to  obferve 
that  although  previous  to  the  fummer  of  1796  no  formal  and  au- 
thorifed  communication  appears  to  have  taken  place  between  the 
Irhh  Executive,  and  the  French  government,  yet  the  trial  of  Dr. 
Jackfon,  convicled  of  High  Treafon  in  the  year  1795,  (No. 
XXXL)  proves  that  even  then  the  enemy  had  agents  in  this  king- 
dom w'ho  were  addrefi'ed  to  the  moft  adfive  members  of  the  Irifti 
Union  for  information  and  aftiftance,  and  the  treafonable  ftatement 
refpediing  the  interior  fituation  of  Ireland  then  drawm  up,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  France,  appeared  on  the  trial  to  have  been  the  joint 
produifion  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  heretofore  mentioned  as  the 
framer  of  the  original  conftitution  of  United  Iriftimen,  aftified  by 
Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Efq.  who  frequently  appeared  in  their 
publications  as  the  chairman  of  the  Society,  to  w'hich  treafon,  Lew'- 
ins  w'hom  your  committee  from  various  channels  of  information  are 
enabled  to  ftate  to  be  now  their  refident  agent  at  Paris,  appears  to 
have  been  privy. 

From  the  period  of  the  failure  of  this  expedition,  the  difafFetfted 
either  addually  did  expedl,  or  with  a view  of  keeping  up  the  fpirits 
of  their  party,  pretended  toexpedl  the  immediate  return  of  the  enemy^, 
and  alfurances  to  this  effecf  w’ere  induftrioufly  circulated  in  all  their 
Societies.  However  in  the  Spring  of  1797,  the  Executive  of  the 
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Union  thinking  the  French  dilatory  in  their  preparations,  did  then 
difpatch  Mr.  Lewins  above  mentioned  as  a confidential  perton  to 
prefs  for  alfi fiance.  This  agent  left  London  in  March,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Hamburgh,  but  did  not  reach  Paris  until  the  end  of  May- 
or beginning  of  June,  from  which  time  he  has  continu'd  to  be  the 
accredited  Minifier  of  the  Irith  Union  to  the  French  Di- 
reflcry. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  in  the  Summer  of  1797, 
(Ibid.)  the  Executive  of  the^  Union  apprehenfive  lefi  a premature 
infurre^iion  in  the  North  before  the  proir.ifed  fuccours  from  France 
could  anive  migitt  difappoint  their  profpeCiS,  thought  it  neceflfary  to 
fend  a fecond  agent  to  Paris,  to  urge  w ith  incrcafed  earnefinefs  that 
the  promifed  afiafiance  fliould  be  immediately  fent ; accordingly 
a molf  confidential  member  of  their  body,  w'hom  your  Committee 
have  grounds  to  (fate  to  have  been  DoClor  M‘Nevin,  who  had  hi- 
therto a<51ed  as  Secretary  to  the  Executive,  W'as  difpatched  on  this 
mifijon — He  left  Dublin  in  the  end  of  June,  and  prefented  him.felf 
with  the  ncccffary  letters  of  credence  to  the  French  Minifier  at 
Hamburgh — Meeting  withfome  difficulty  in  obtaining  a paffiport  to 
proceed  to  Paris,  he  delivered  to  the  Minifier  of  the  Republic 
a memoir  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Diredlory,  the  fubfiance  of  which 
appears  in  Dr.  M‘Nevin’s  examination  as  taken  on  oath  before  the 
Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords.  It  is  unnecefTary  to  make  any 
obfervation  upon  this  mofi  curious  fiaiement — it  is  in  itfelf  a com- 
plete piclureof  the  defperate  purpofes  of  the  party,  and  the  Houfe 
will  obferve  that  the  fiatement  of  their  own  rcfources  is  ftudioufiy 
exaggerated  in  proportion  to.the  anxiety  felt  by  them  that  the  fuc- 
cours might  be  fent  before  the  vigorous  meafures  adopted  by  go*, 
vernment  in  the  North  fiiould  difconcert  their  prcje(fis. 

This  agent  (App.  No.  XXXI.)  w’as  author i fed  to  give  France 
affurances  of  being  repaid  the  full  expenfes  of  any  future  armament 
(he  might  fend  to  Ireland,  as  well  as  of  tfie  lafi  w’hich  had  mif- 
carrisd,  the  fame  to  be  raifed  by  the  confifeation  of  thc^  lands  of 
the  church,  of  the  property  of  all  thofe  who  fliould  oppofe  the  mea- 
fures of  the  party.  He  was  alfo  particularly  charged  to  negoci ate  if 
poffiiblc  a loan  on  the  above  fccurity  to  the  amount  of  half  a million, 
or  at  leafi  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  immediate  pur- 
-pofes  of  the  Union  ; and  dir'e<flions  were  given  to  him  that  in  cafe 
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France  could  riot  be  prevailed  on  to  advance  fo  large  a fum,  he 
Ihould  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  court  of  Spain  for  that  purpofe. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  (Ap.  No.  XXXI.)  that  the  Exe-i 
cutive  of  the  Union,  though  delirous  of  obtaining  alTiftance  in  men, 
arms,  and  money,  yet  were  averfe  to  a greater  force  being  fent  than 
might  enable  them  to  fubvert  the  government,  and  retain  the  power 
of  the  country  in  their  own  hands  ; but  that  the  French  (hewed  a 
decided  difinclination  at  ail  times  to  fend  any  force  to  Ireland  except 
iUch  as,  from  its  magnitude,  might  not  only  give  them  the  hopes 
of  conquering  the  kingdom,  but  of  retaining  it  afterwards  as  a 
French  conqueft,  and  of  fubjecling  it  to  all  the  plunder  and  op- 
preffions  which  other  countries,  fubdued  or  deceived  by  that  nation, 
have  experienced.  A remarkable  illuflfation  of  which  fentiment  in 
the  Diredlory  of  France  occurs  in  the  fubftance  of  a letter  faid  to 
be  received  from  Levvins,  the  Irilh  agent  at  Paris,  and  (hewm  by- 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  to  Jolm  Cormick,  a colonel  in  the  rebel 
army,  who  fled  from  juftice  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion, 
and  whofe  voluntary  confeflion,  upon  his  apprehenfion  in  Guernfey, 
before  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  is  given  in  the  appendix.  This  letter, 
although  written  apparently  on  money  bufinefs,  which  is  the  cloak 
generally  made  ufe  of  by  the  party  to  conceal  their  real  view’s,  is 
perfedtly  intelligible  wdicn  connedled  with,  and  explained  by,  the 
memoir  prefented  by  Oodlor  M‘Nevin,  the  Trim  agent  to  the  French 
Diredlory.  The  letter  hates,  that  the  truhecs,  that  is,  the  Direc- 
tory, would  not  advance  the  five  thoufand  pounds,  that  is,  the 
fmallcr  number  of  troops  afted  for  in  M‘Nevin’s  memoir  ; faying 
they  would  make  no  payment  fliort  of  the  entire  fum,  that  Is,  the- 
larger  force,  which  they  always  declared  their  intention  of  fending, 
and  that  this  payment  could  not  be  made  in  lefs  than  four  montlis 
from  that  time. 

The  demands  of  the  party  by  their  firfi:  agent,  (Ap.  No.  XXXI,) 
went  to  a force  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand,  nor  lefs  than’  five’ 
thoufand  men,  with  forty  thoufand  hand  of  armis,  and  a proppr-' 
tionate  fupply  of  artillery,  ammunition,  engineers,  experienced 
officers,  &c. 

A hill  larger  fupply  of  arm.s  w’as  follcited  by  the  fccond  meflen- 
ger,  (Ap.  No.  XXXI.)  on  account,  as  he  dated  it,  of  the  grow'ing' 
number  of  their  adherents,  and  of  the  difarming  of  the  north,  m 
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which  province  above  ten  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  and  as  many  pikes 
had  been  furrendercd  to  the  King’s  troops. 

It  appears  that  an  attempt  was  made  about  the  fame  time,  (Ap. 
No.  XXXI.)  to  procure  the  afTifbnce  of  fuch  Irilh  officers  then  in 
foreign  fervice,  as  might  be  prevailed  upon,  by  receiving  high  rank, 
to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  Union,  and  that  a negotiation  was 
acStually  fet  on  foot  for  this  purpcfe ; but  it  has  been  ftated,  that 
from  the  over-caution  of  the  agent  who  was  employed  in  condu61ing 
this  tranfacfion,  nothing  in  confcquence  of  it  was  effedled. 

A fecond  memoir  was  prefented  by  this  confidential  agent  upon 
his  arrival  at  Paris,  (Ibid.)  in  which  he  urged  fuch  arguments,  as 
he  conceived  moft  likely  to  induce  the  Diredlory  not  to  poftpone  the 
invafion.  He  endeavoured  fo  demenftrate,  that  fo  favourable  a 
difpofition  as  then  exified  in  the  Irifli  mind,  w'as  in  no  future  con- 
tingency to  be  expected  ; and  he  artfully  reprefented,  that  the  delu- 
fions  held  out  by  reform  might  ceafe  from  delay,  and  thus  render 
more  difficult  to  France,  and  the  true  republicans  of  this  country, 
their  endeavours  to  feparate  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  eftablifh  a 
republic  in  Ireland. 

Previous  to  this  miffion  from  Ireland,  a confidential  perfon  (Ib.)  was 
fent  over  by  the  French  Directory  to  col  led!  information  refpedting 
the  hate  of  Ireland.  Failing  to  obtain  the  necelTary  paffports  in 
London  to  pafs  into  Ireland,  he  wrote  over  to  requeft  that  one  of 
the  party  might  meet  him  in  London.  A perfon  was  accordingly 
fent  over,  whom  your  Committee  know,  from  various  channels  of 
information,  to  have  been  the  late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and 
W'ho,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  did  not  fail  to  furniffi  the  French  agent 
with  every  neceflary  intelligence. 

The  Diredory  gave  the  Irifh  agents  fent  to  Paris,  the  firongeR 
aflurances  of  fupport,  and  did  accordingly,  during  the  fummer,  make 
preparations  of  a very  extenfive  nature,  both  at  the  Texel  and  at 
Bred,  for  the  invafion  of  Ireland  ; and  in  the  autumn,  intelligence 
’was  received  by  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  that  the  troops  were 
adually  embarked  in  the  Texel,  and  only  waited  for  a wind. 

In  confequence  of  this  communication,  great  exertions  w^ere 
made  by  the  party  ; and  in  the  beginning  of  Odober,  when  the 
Dutch  fleet  was  on  the  point  of  failing,  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
(as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  provincial  reports  (Ap.  No.  XIV.) 
from  Ulfter  of  that  date)  was  announced  to  the  focieties  as  at  hand. 
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I The  troops  had  been  a(?^ually  on  board,  commanded  by  General 

j Daendalls,  but  were  fuddenly  difembarked.  The  Dutch  fleet, 

I contrary  to  the  opinion  of  their  own  Admiral,  as  is  believed  gene- 

I raily?  W3S,  at  the  inftance  of  the  French  government,  obliged  to 

j put  to  fea,  which  led  to  the  ever  memorable  victory  of  the  iith 

[ October,  1797. 

I It  appears  to  your  committee,  (No.'XVI.  and  XXXI.)  that 

early  in  the  prefent  year  farther  advices  were  received  by  the  Irifh 
. Executive  from  France;  ftating,  that  fuccours  might  be  cxpedled 

; to  be  lent  to  Ireland  in  April,  but  notwithflanding  the  tempta- 

tion held  out  by  the  rebellion,  which  commenced  c<n  the  23d  of 

■ May  following,  the  French  government  have  not  yet  thought  it 
prudent  to  fulfill  their  promife. 

The  committee  truft  they  have  laid  fufficient  grounds  before  the 
’ houfe,  to  fatisfy  them  of  the  long-entertained  and  fixed  purpofe  of 

I ^ the  United  Irifhmen  to  introduce  the  enemy  into  this  kingdom,  and 

j through  their  afliftance  to  feize  upon  the  government  and  property  of 

; the  country  ; and  that  in  their  negotiation  with  the  French  Direc- 

tory, they  have  had  no  other  referve  but  what  their  own  trcafonablc 

■ * ambition  pointed  out.  The  particulars  of  the  flatement  refting  for 

the  mofi  part  upon  the  admiflion  of  the  parties  themfelves,  there 
can  be  no  polTible  room  to  doubt  the  truth  of  what  has  been  fubmit 
J ted. 

- Your  committee  think  it  material  toobferve,  that  notwithflanding 

; the  wildnefs  of  the  hope  that  they  could  ever  fuccced  in  overturn- 

f ing  the  government  without  powerful  aid  from  abroad,  yet  on  more 

j than  one  occafion,  the  eagernefs  of  the  more  violent  partizans  fo  far 

i prevailed  over  their  reafon,  as  to  induce  them  to  meditate  an  infur- 

I redlion.  To  this  they  were  excited  by  the  apprehenfion  that  the 

[ zeal  of  their  followers  would  fubfide  if  they  were  not  called  into  ac- 

; tion,  as  well  as  by  a dread  that  a refort  to  ftronger  meafures  on  the 

I part  of  government  might  at  length  deprive  them  of  the  means  of 

; exertion.  It  had  been  their  invariable  policy  to  announce  an  effort 

i as  at  hand,  merely  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  when  no  at- 

tempt of  the  kind  w'as  really  in  contemplation  ; however,  in  the 
i fpring  of  1797,  a plan  was  ferioufly  difeuffed  amongfi  the  leaders 

I then  affembled  in  Dublin,  (Ap.  No.  XXXI.  & XV.}  for  com- 

I mencing  a general  riling,  without  waiting  for  foreign  affifiaBce  ; 

j but  as  this  fcheme  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Dublin 
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part  of  the  committee,  it  was  laid  afide  ; and  it  appears  that  at  this 
period  a coolnefs  took  place  between  the  Ulfter  and  the  Leinfler 
Delegates,  in  confequence  of  which  the  progrefs  of  the  confpiracy 
feems  to  have  been  for  a time  much  impeded. 

The  northerns  then  in  Dublin,  difgufted  with  the  cowardice  (as 
they  termed  it]  of  the  Leinfter  Delegates,  propofed  to  a6t  without 
their  approbation,  to  feize  upon  the  cafile,  ordnance  ftores,  maga- 
zine, icc.  and  to  truft  to  the  mob  of  Dublin  for  afliflance ; (No. 
XIV.]  but  from  fome  additional  military  precautions  at  that  time 
adopted  in  the  garrifon,  this  plan  was  abandoned. 

Shortly  after  the  proclamation  of  the  i 7th  of  May  1797,  above 
Rated,  notwithflanding  the  Rrong  opinion  entertained  by  the  Lein- 
Rer  Executive,  of  the  impolicy  of  fuch  an  attempt,  the  more  fo, 
as  afl'uranccs  had  been  recently  received  of  the  preparations  going 
forward  both  at  Breft  and  in  the  Texel  for  the  invafion  of  Ireland; 
yet  an  active  effort  was  made  to  produce  a general  infurredlion 
throughout  Ulftcr,  the  orders  for  which  wxre  given  out  the  latter  end 
of  May,  in  conformity  to  a plan  previoufly  prepared.  A flight 
movement  did  take  place  as  before  Rated  ;•  however  the  main  defign 
of  the  party  was  fruftrated  by  the  adlivc  military  meafures  then  taken 
by  Lieutenant  General  Lake,  and  many  of  their  principal  leaders 
were  obliged  to  fly,  fcveral  of  w’hom  paRed  into  France,  having  re- 
ceived letters  to  Reinhart,  French  miniRer  at  Hamburgh,  from 
perfons  then  rcfident  in  this  country,  in  confequence  of  which  intro- 
diiclion,  the  neceflary  paRports  were  granted,  to  enable  them  to 
proceed  to  Paris,  where  they  arrived  early  in  AuguR,  and  had  fre- 
quent communications  with  the  French  Directory  on  Irilh  affairs. 

Your  committee  do  not  find  that  the  difalfedled  entertained  at  any 
other  periods  than  thofe alluded  to,  until  the  middle  of  March  1798, 
any  ferious  intention  of  hazarding  an  effort  independent  of  foreign 
affiRancc.  Indeed  the  opinion  of  the  moR' cautious  of  their  body 
was  always  adverfe  to  a premature  exertion.  Their  policy  was  to 
rifque  nothing  fo  long  as  the  party  w'as  gaining  Rrength.  Their  prin- 
ciple to  extend  their  organization,  to  add  to  their  Rock  of  arms,  and 
to  wait  for  events:  and  it  appears  from  a variety  of  evidence  laid 
before  your  committee,  that  the  rebellion  would  not  have  broken  out 
fo  foon  as  it  did,  had  it  not  been  for  the  w^ell-timed  meafures  adopted 
by  government,  fubfequent  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Licu- 
tcRant  and  council,  bearing  date  the  30th  of  March,  1798,  (Ap; 
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iNo.  XXXVII.)  as  it  is  notorious  that  In  many  counties  the  efRi?!: 
of  thofe  meafures  was  fuch  in  diffolving  the  union,  and  in  obliging 
the  people  to  furrender  their  arms,  that  it  became  evident  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  their  leaders,  they  had  no  other  alternative  but  to  rife  at  » 
once,  or  to  abandon  their  purpofe. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  with  the  double  view  of 
being  prepared  either  to  co-operate  with  the  enemy  in  cafe  of  a de- 
feenr,  or  of  directing  an  infurre<flion  upon  fyftem  fhould  they  find 
it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  a meafure  (Ap.  No.  XXXI.) 
before  affiftance  might  arrive  from  France,  a military  committee 
was  appointed  by  the  Executive  in  the  month  of  February  laft. 
About  this  time  detailed  military  inilrudfions  were  iffued  to  the 
Adjutant-generals  of  the  Union,  (Ap.  No.  XIV.  and  XVII.)  by 
which  they  were  required  to  inform  themfelves  and  report  on  the 
Rate  of  the  rebel  regiments  within  their  diflrids,  of  the  number  of 
mills,  the  roads,  rivers,  bridges  and  fords,  the  rriilitary  pourions,  the 
capacity  of  the  towns  and  villages  to  receive  troops,  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Executive  every  movement  of  the  enemy,  (meaning  the 
King’s  troops,)  to  announce  the  firft  appearance  of  their  allies, 
(meaning  the  French,)  and  immediately  to  colleCi  their  force,  wdth 
feveral  other  military  regulations. 

Inftru'dlions  w^ere  alfo  given  to  the  feveral  rebel  regiments  as  to 
the  arms  and  appointments  with  which  they  w^re  to  be  furniihed, 
fo  as  to  be  enabled  to  take  the  field  on  the  fhortefi  nptice. 

At  a meeting  held  the  26th  of  February,  thanks  are  voted  to  the 
feveral  Colonels  (Ap.  No.  XXVII.)  for  their  efFe£lual  exertions 
in  embodying  and  arming  their  refpeclive  regiments — the  people 
are  requeued  to  bear  the  (hackles  of  tyranny  a little  longer  till  the 
whole  kingdom  fliall  be  in  fuch  a Rate  of  organization  as  wall,  by 
their  joint  co-operation,  efFecR  without  lofs  that  defirable  objedf 
which  they  Rated  as  hourly  drawing  to  a crifis. 

WhilR  thefe  extenfive  military  arrangements  were  making  by  the 
Executive  to  a6I  againft  the  Rate  as  foon  as  a favourable  opportunity 
fhould  prefent  itfelf,  the  fame  fyftem  of  outrage  which  had  been  fo 
fuccefsfully  made  ufe  of  by  the  party  the  year  before  in  Ulfter,  to 
eRablifh  their  own  authority  in  oppontion  to  that  of  the  laws,  and 
to  compel  the  people  to  look  to  the  Union  for  prote61ion  rather  than 
to  the  State,  was  very  generally  prevalent  throughout  the  fouthern 
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and  midland  counties.  The  enormities  committed  on  the  well  af- 
fedled,  were  marked  with  the  moft  difguftir.^  cruelty. 

It  is  unneceffary  for  your  Committee  to  detail  individual  in- 
ftances  of  outrage  which  are  frefh  in  the  recolledlion  of  the  Houfe  : 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  ftate,  that  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  many  parts  of  the  provinces  of  Leinder  and  Munfter  were 
aclualiy  in  the  poffeffion  of  a murderous  banditti.  If  they  did  not 
appear  in  arms  by  day,  it  only  rendered  their  rebellion  more  difficult 
to  be  met  and  cruffied  by  the  King’s  troops  and  yeomanry — not  a 
night  paffied  without  numerous  murders ; feveral  diftridls  in  the 
provinces  of  Leinfler  and  Munder  had  been  proclaimed  under  the 
powers  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  by  the  acl  for 
preventing  infurredVions  ; but  thefe  meafures  proved  ineffedlual— 
very  many  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Cork, 
Limerick,  Tipperary,  Kilkenny,  Carlow,  King’s  County,  Qtieen’s 
County,  Kildare,  and  Wicklow,  were,  in  the  courfe  of  one  month, 
ftript  of  their  arms,  and  in  many  places  obliged  to  fly  for  fhelter 
into  the  garrifon  towns  ; and  as  one  inftance  among  many  of  the 
daring  lengths  to  which  the  confpirators  at  this  time  had  proceeded, 
your  Committee  think  it  necelfary  to  date,  that,  in  open  day,  eight 
hundred  infurgents,  principally  mounted,  invefled  the  town  of 
Cahir,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary  ; held  pofTefiion  of  it  until  they 
had  made  a regular  fearch  through  every  houfe,  and  carried  off  in 
triumph  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  they  could  find. 

Under  thefs  circumflanccs  (Ap.  No.  XXXVI 1.)  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Council  iflued  the  proclamation  before  fpoken  of,  bear- 
ing date  the  50th  of  March,  ftating  that  the  traitorous  confpiracy 
long  exifling  within  this  kingdom  had  broken  out  into  acls  of  open 
rebellion  ; and  giving  notice  that  the  mold  dirett  and  pofitive  orders 
were  iffued  to  the  officers  commanding  His  Majefly’s  forces  to  em- 
ploy them  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  decifion  for  the  immediate 
fuppreflion  thereof ; and  alfo  for  the  recovery  of  fuch  arms  as  had 
been  traitoroufly  taken  from  the  King’s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjcdls. 
It  was  alfo  enjoined,  that  they  ffiould  difarm  the  rebels  and  all  per- 
fons  difaffe(fled  to  His  Majefly’s  government  by  the  moft  fummary 
and  effcdlual  meafures. 

This  proclamation  w^as  tranfmitted  by  his  Excellency’s  com- 
mands to  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  then  Commander  in  Chief,  who 
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was  dlrevSled  to  proceed  into  the  difturbcd  counties,  being  Inverted 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  full  powers. 

Your  Committee  annex  to  this  report,  a notice  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  dirturbed  counties,  (Ap.  No.  XXXVIII.)  as  irtued  by  the 
faid  Commander  in  Chief ; and  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  on  this,  and,  indeed,  on  every  occarton  in  which  the  go- 
vernment, or  the  officers  a6^ing  under  its  orders,  have  been  driven 
to  the  neceffity  of  adopting  extraordinary  meafures  for  the  fafery  of 
the  State,  full  notice  and  time  have  uniformly  been  given  before 
they  were  a6fed  upon,  and  the  people  have  been  exhorted  to  prevent 
the  neceffity  of  rigorous  meafures  by  a ceffiation  from  outrage  and  a 
furrender  of  their  arms. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  rteps  then  taken,  as  meri- 
tioned  in  the  proclamation,  had  an  almort  immediate  cffedl  in  re- 
preffing  the  audacity  of  the  rebels,  and  in  rertoring  tranquillity. 
The  loyal  inhabitants  Avere  enabled  in  many  places  to  return  in 
fafety  to  their  houfes — murders  became  lefs  frequent  ; in  many 
counties,  particularly  in  Kildare  and  Tipperary,  the  people,  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  madnefs  and  wickednefs  of  their  conduCf,  began  openly  to 
acknowledge  their  crimes,  furrender  their  arms,  and  point  out  their 
leaders  and  feducers  ; a fubmiffion  which  invariably  obtained  for 
them  pardon  and  proteclion. 

In  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  the  delufion  of  the  people 
was  fo  fart  and  fo  widely  yielding  to  the  meafures  of  Government, 
which  while  they  treated  with  feverity  the  obrtinately  guilty,  (Ap. 
No.  XXXI  Vk)  in  all  cafes  held  forth  mercy  to  the  repentant,  that 
the  leaders  of  the  treafon,  both  in  Dublin  and  the  provinces,  began 
to  perceive  that  their  caufe  vras  lofing  ground,  and  that  they  had  no 
alternative  left  but  to  hazard  an  infurrcclion,  or  to  relinqulfii  their 
hopes.  The  arrert  of  the  Leinlter  provincial  committee,  on  tiie 
I 2th  of  March,  (Ap.  Nos.  XVI.  and  XIX.)  and  of  fcveral  other 
leading  members  of  the  Union  on  the  fame  day,  tended  fo  much  to 
difclofe  the  guilt  of  the  party  and  to  weaken  their  organization,  that 
the  confpirators  felt  themfclves  rtill  more  compelled  to  a defperate 
effort.  A plan  was  accordingly  digefted  by  the  military  committee 
fora  general  rirtng,  (Ap.  No.  XIV.)  the  outline  of  which  was  to 
furprife  Dublin,  the  camp  at  Loughlinrtovvn,  and  the  artillery  rta- 
tioned  at  Chapeiizod  on  the  fame  night,  (Ap.  No.  XVIII.)  in 
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which  attack  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Kildare,  were 
to  co-operate  : the  infurre61ion  being  commenced  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  metropolis,  (Ap.  No.  XXXI.)  (the  fignal  for  announc- 
ing which  was  to  be  the  detention  of  the  mail-coaches,)  it  was  ex- 
pelled that  the  North  and  South  would  alfo  rife. 

The  Houfe  will  find  the  plan  of  infurre^tion  detailed  and  fully 
proved  in  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  Henry  and  John 
Shcares,  lately  convi£led  of  high  treafon  ; (Ap.  Nos.  XX.  XXXL 
and  XXXIII.)  the  bloody  intentions  of  the  party  may  befi  be  col- 
k(SIed  from  a manifefioin  the  hand  writing  of  the  faid  John  Sheares, 
(one  of  the  new  executive  elecled  after  the  arrefismade  on  the  i 2th 
of  March  lafi,  as  your  Committee  have  reafon  to  believe)  which  w’as 
to  have  been  iffued  in  the  event  of  fuccefs.  Were  any  additional 
proofs  necelTary  to  efiablhh  the  authenticity  of  the  plan  as  above 
dated,  it  may  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  com- 
mittee of  Ulfier,  (Ap.  No.  XIV.)  w'hich  met  at  Armagh  on  the 
I 2th  of  May,  where  the  fame  plan  was  announced  as  decided  on, 
and  the  necelTary  orders  given  for  fccuring,  as  far  as  polTible,  the 
co-operation  of  the  North. 

The  Government,  perfedlly  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the 
confpirators,  caufed  feveral  of  the  leaders  to  be  apprehended  on  the 
19th  and  2ift  of  May,  and  the  approaching  infurreftion  W'as  an- 
nounced to  the  Lord  Mayor  late  in  the  evening  of  the  2ifi  in  a 
letter  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  fecretary  ; and  on  the  following 
day  a meflage  to  the  fame  cffeCf  w^as  fent  by  his  Excellency  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  Notw'ithfianding  the  military  precautions 
adopted  to  countera<5f  the  intended  rifing,  it  took  place  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dublin  on  the  night  appointed,  namely,  the  23d  of 
May  ; and  every  pofTible  effort  was  made  by  the  difafFedled  within 
the  town  to  co-operate  with  thofe  without.  In  conformity  to  the 
plan  laid  dowm,  the  mail  coaches  were  defiroyed  on  the  northern 
and  fouthern  roads,  and  every  exertion  made  by  the  party  in  the  pro- 
vinces to  bring  the  people  into  adlion. 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  necelTary  to  record  the  events 
of  the  bloody  and  deftru6Iive  rebellion  that  enfued,  (Ap.  No. 
XXXV.)  which  are  fiill  but  too  frelh  in  the  memory  of  the  Houfe; 
they  need  only  Rate,  that  as  foon  as  the  rebels  had  actually  taken  the 
field  in  force,  and  commenced  their  operations  by  feveral  daring  at- 
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tacks  upon  the  towns  garrlfoned  by  the  King’s  troops  ; the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council  publifhed  a proclamation,  bearing  date  the 
24th  of  May,  (Ap.  No.  XXXIX.)  announcing,  that  he  had  au- 
thorized thefummary  punifhment  by  martial  law  of  all  rebels  found 
in  arms,  or  of  perfons  in  anywifc  aiding  or  affifting  in  the  rebellion ; 
to  which  feafonable  interpofition  of  the  powers  of  the  hate,  the 
prefervation  of  the  conhitution  againh  this  daring  attempt  to  fub- 
vert  it  is  not  lefs  to  be  attributed,  than  to  the  diftinguilhed  fidelity 
and  bravery  of  the  Kii;gs  troops,  both  regulars,  militia,  and  yeo- 
manry. 

On  confideration  of  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  your  Committee 
are  of  opinion, 

I'hat  the  rebellion  originated  in  a fyhem,  framed  not  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  either  Catholic  emancipation,  or  any  reform  com- 
patible with  the  exiftence  of  the  conftitution,  but  for  the  purpofe  of 
fubverting  the  government,  feparating  Ireland  froth  Great  Britain, 
and  forming  a democratic  republic,  founded  on  the  deftru61ion  of 
all  church  ehablifliment,  the  abolition  of  ranks,  and  the  confifcation 
of  property. 

That  the  means  reforted  to  for  the  attainment  of  thefe  defigns, 
was  a fccret  fyftematized  combination,  fitted  to  attradf  the  multitude,’ 
by  being  adapted  to  vulgar  prejudices  and  vicious  pafiions,  and  art- 
fully linked  and  conneded  together  with  a view  of  forming  the  mafs 
of  the  low'er  ranks  into  a revolutionary  force,  acting  in  concert,  and 
moving  in  one  body,  at  the  impulfe,  and  under  the  diredlion  of  their 
leaders. 

That  for  the  farther  accomplifhment  of  their  objedf,  the  leaders 
of  the  confpiracy  entered  into  a negotiation,  and  finally  concluded  an 
alliance  with  the  French  Directory,  by  w'hich  it  was  fiipulated,  that 
an  adequate  force  fhould  be  fent  for  the  invafion  of  this  country, 
as  fubfidiary  to  the  preparations  that  were  making  for  a general  in- 
furrecSlIon. 

That  in  purfuancc  of  this  defign,  meafures  w’ere  adopted  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  confpiracy,  for  giving  to  their  focietiesa  military  form  ; 
and  that  for  arming  their  adherents,  they  had  recourfe  partly  to  the  # 
fabrication  of  pikes,  and  partly  to  the  plundering  of  the  loyal  inha- 
bitants of  their  arms. 

That  from  the  vigorous  and  fummary  expedients  reforted  to  by 
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government,  and  the  confequent  exertions  of  the  military,  the 
leaders  found  themfelves  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  immediate 
jnfurre<^ion,  or  of  being  deprived  of  the  means  on  which  they  relied 
for  efFeeSling  their  purpofe  ; and  that  to  this  caufe  is  exclufively  ,to 
be  attributed  that  premature  and  defperate  effort,  the  rafiinefs  of 
which  has  fo  evidently  facilitated  its  fuppreffion. 

That  the  vigilance  of  the  executive  government,  in  deteiling 
and  arrefling  many  of  the  principal  confpirators  in  the  very  a6l  of 
concerting  their  plans  of  infurre<5lion,  the  convidlions  which  have 
enfued,  and  the  ftill  more  complete  developement  of  the  treafon  by 
the  confeffion  of  feme  of  its  moft  a6live  and  efficient  condu6lors, 
have  not  only  effentially  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  the  rebellion, 
but  by  enabling  the  Committee  to  difclofe  the  views  and  machina- 
tions of  the  confpirators,  may  fugged  means  for  fecuring  the  future 
tranquillity  of  the  country. 

Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  without  obferving,  that  on  a 
review  of  the  treafon  which  has  employed  their  attention,  they  trace 
a perfecd  coincidence,  in  its  commencement  and  in  its  progrefs,  its 
means  and  its  objects,  with  that  by  which  the  government,  the  reli- 
gion, and  the  happinefs  of  France,  have  been  dedroyed  ; which 
has  extended  its  defolating  influence  over  fome  of  the  mod  prof- 
perous  and  flourifhing  countries  of  Europe,  and  has  (haken  to  its 
foundation  the  fabric  of  regular  fociety  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  That  the  leaders  of  the  fydem,  in  order  to  adapt  the  minds 
of  the  multitude  to  the  purpofes  of  their  treafon,  have,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  their  jacobine  allies  in  France,  left  no  means  unemployed 
which  the  mod  malignant  fubtlety  could  fugged,  for  eradicating 
from  amongd  the  working  claffes,  every  fentiment  both  of  private 
and  public  duty- — all  quiet  and  peaceable  habits,  all  focial  as  well 
as  moral  obligations,  it  has  been  their  objedl  to  dedroy  ; and  the 
more  facred  the  tie,  the  more  indudrioufly  have  they  laboured  to 
diffolve  it : they  have  incited  the  foldier  to  betray  his  King,  they 
have  armed  the  tenant  againd  the  landlord,  and  they  have  taught 
the  fervant  to  confpire  with  the  affaffin  of  his  mader  ; blading  the 
repofe  and  confidence  of  private  life  even  in  its  fan61uary,  and 
effacing  every  law’  of  truth.,  of  judice,  of  gratitude,  and  of  religion, 
except  where  it  has  been  podible  to  make  even  religion  itfelf  the  per- 
verted indrument  of  their  execrable  views.  Such  have  been  the 
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leading  principles,  and  the  long-kboured  preparatives  for  that  rebel- 
lion from  which  your  conTiiTiitfee  truft  this  country  has  been  happily 
refcued  ; and  they  indulge  a fanguine  hope,  that  their  prcfent  ftate- 
ment,  authenticated  as  it  is  by  fuch  a mafs  of  evidence,  will  con- 
tribute ftiil  farther  to  the  complete  re-edabliniment  of  tranquillity, 
by  tiirowing  the  fulleft  light  on  the  dangers  to  which  the  commu- 
nity has  been  expofed,  and  againd:  which  it  is  dill  neced'ary  to 
gu.rd. 


END  OF  THE  REPORT. 
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No.  I. 

Report  from  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  1793. 
My  Lords, 

THE  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of 
the  diforders  and  dillnrbances  which  prevail  in  feveral  Parts  of 
this  kingdom,  to  endeavour  to  difcover  the  promoters  of  them, 
to  prevent  their  extenfion  and  to  report  the  refidt  of  their  en- 
tjuiries  to  the  Houfe,  have  examined  into  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred as  far  as  the  time  would  permit,  but  apprehending  that  delay 
rnay  be  attended  with  danger  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
times,  they  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  immediately 
fuch  information  as  they  conceive  to  be  material  for  the  prefent, 
which  is  as  follows  : 

The  People  at  this  time  called  Defenders  are  very  different 
from  ihofe  who  originally  alfumed  that  appellatioJi,  and  are  all,  as 
far  as  the  committee  could  difcover,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per- 
fuafion  ; in  general  poor  ignorant  labouring  men,  fworn  to  fecrecy, 
and  imprefled  with  an  opinion  that  they  are  aflifting  the  Catholic 
caufe  ; in  other  refpedls  they  do  not  appear  to  have  any  diftincfl 
particular  objeH  in  view,  but  they  talk  of  being  relieved  from 
hearth-money,  tithes,  county  ceffes,  and  of  lowering  their  rents. 
They  firfl  appeared  in  the  county  of  Louth  in  confiderable  bodies 
in  April  lalt,  feveral  of  them  were  armed ; they  alTembled  moftly 
in  the  night,  and  forced  into  the  Houfes  of  Proteftants,  and  took 
from  them  their  arms,  T he  diforrlers  foon  fpread  through  the 
counties  of  Meath,  Cavan,  Monaghan,  and  other  parts  adjacent; 
_at  frit  they  took  nothing  but  arms,  but  afterwards  they  plundered 
the  houfes  of  ev'^ery  thing  they  could  find.  "I'heir  meafures  appear 
to  have  been  concerted  and  condudfed  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  and 
a degree  of  regularity  and  fyllem  not  ufual  in  people  in  fuch  mean 
condition,  and  as  if  directed  by  men.  of  a fuperior  rank.  Sums  of 
money  to  a confiderable  amount  have  been  levied  and  ftili  con- 
tinue to  be  levied  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  by  fubfeription  and  colledlions  at  their  chapels  and  elfe- 
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where,  fome  of  which  levies  have  been  made  and  ftill  continue  to 
be  made  under  the  authority  of  a printed  circular  letter,  which  has 
been  fent  jnto  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  a copy  of  which  letter  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  infert  herein. 

Sir, 

By  an  order  of  the  fub-committee,  dated  the  15th  of  Januar}', 

I had  the  honour  to  forward  you  a plan  for  a general  fubfcrlp- 
“ tion,  which  had  for  its  objed;  the  raifing  a fund  for  defraying 
the  heavy  and  growing  expences  incurred  by  the  General  Com- 
“ mittee  in  condu6ling  the  affairs  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
As  feveral  miftakes  have  occurred  in  the  tranfmifTion  of  thefe 
letters,  owing  to  my  ignorance  of  the  addrefs  of  many  of  the 
‘‘  Delegates,  I am  direifled  to  inform  you  that  fuch  a plan  is  now 
in  forwardnefs  throughout  the  kingdom.  A meafure  fo  ftrongly 
enforced  by  neceflity,  and  fo  confonant  to  juftice,  cannot  fail  to 
“ attract;  your  very  ferious  attention  \ the  committee  having  the 
moft  perfect  reliance  on  your  zeal,  are  therefore  confident  that 
‘‘  you  will  life  your  beft  exertions  to  carry  this  neceffary  bufinefs 
“ into  full  effe&. 

Dublin,  February  5th  1793. 

Signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  fub-committee. 

P,  S.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
“ this  letter.  Hating  at  the  fame  time  whatever  progrcfs  has  been 
made  in  your  dillridf/^ 

Several  feditious  and  inflammatory  papers  publifhed  in  Dublin 
and  difperfed  through  the  country  feem  to  have  countenanced  and 
encouraged  the  Defenders  in  their  Proceedings,  and  it  appears  that 
letters  were  written  by  a member  of  the  committee  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  at  Dublin,  previous  to  the  laft  fummer  aflizes,  to  a per- 
fon  refident  at  Dundalk,  in  one  of  which  the  faid  perfon  in  the 
name  of  the  faid  Roman  Catholic  Committee,  dire^ed  enquiries 
to  be  made  touching  the  offences  of  which  the  Defenders  then 
in  confinement  were  accufed,  which  enquiries  will  be  befl  ex- 
plained by  inferring  the  faid  letter  in  the  words  following  : 

‘‘  Dear  Sir,  Dublin,  9th  Aiiguft,  1792. 

‘‘  I received  this  day  your  favour  of  the  8th  inflant,  enclofing 
‘‘  the  different  papers  refpedling  the  Bufinefs  I wrote  you.  It  is 
“ with  much  regret  that  I am  obliged  to  reply,  that  from  the ' 
“ want  of  information  on  the  fubjedt  matter  of  the  indiclments, 
‘‘  no  precife  opinion  can  be  formed  whether  the  allcdged  offence  is 
“ or  is  not  bailable;  the  committee  are  confequently  in  the  dark 
“ as  to  the  meafures  that  fhould  be  adopted,  nor  can  your  exertions 
accelerate  (as  it  feemsj  that  period  until  the  aflizes,  when  you 
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“ will  be  able  to  obtain  office  copies  of  the  examinations.  Mr. 
**  Nugent’s  brother  left  town  this  day  truly  difconfolate,  in  not 
“ being  able  to  effeft  fomething  towards  the  liberation  of  his 

Kinfman  j he  however  did  his  befl:  in  the  affair. 

‘‘  I am,  dear  Sir, 

“ your  obedient  fcrvant, 

**  John  Sweetman.*’ 

P.  S.  If  any  new  occurrence  fhould  happen,  be  good  enough 
“ to  inform  me  of  it.” 

And  it  does  appear  that  the  faid  perfon  to  v/hom  the  faid  letter 
was  addrelfed  at  Dundalk,  did  employ  at  a connderable  expence, 
an  agent  and  counfel  to  act  for  feveral  perfons  who  were  accufed  of 
being  Defenders,  and  were  indicted  for  offences  committed  by 
them  in  the  county  of  Louth,  one  of  which  offenders  appears  to 
be  particularly  named  in  the  above  letter.  But  the  committee 
think  it  their  duty  to  ftate,  that  nothing  appeared  before  them 
which  could  lead  them  to  believe  that  the  body  of  ,thc  Roman 
Catholics  in  this  Kingdom  were  concerned  in  promoting  or_coun- 
tenancing  fuch  difturbances,  or  that  they  were  privy  to  this 
application  of  any  part  of  the  money  which  had  been  levied  upon 
them,  however  fufpicious  the  condu6l  of  ill-dlfpofed  individuals 
of  their  perfuafion  refident  in  Dublin  may  have  been.  If  all  the 
magiftrates  in  the  difturbed  counties  had  followed  the  fpirited 
example  of  the  few,  who,  much,  to  their  honour,  exerted  them- 
felves  with  vigour  and  courage  to  fupport  the  laws,  the  committee 
are  perfuaded  that  thefe  diiturbances  might  have  been  fupprellecl ; 
but  inftead  of  doing  fo,  much  the  greater  part  of  them  remained 
inadtive.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  bed  means  of 
redoring  permanent  tranquillity  in  the  didurbed  counties,  would 
be  to  procure  a fufficient  number  of  a61;ive,  refolute,  and  deady 
magidrates  therein,  who  would  exert  themfelves  to  maintain  the 
public  peace,  and  to  cut  off  from  thefe  deluded  people  all  hope  or 
expedation  of  fupport  or  defence  arifing  from  a common  fund  to 
be  levied  upon  peribns  of  their  communion. 

An  unufual  ferment  has  for  fome  months  pad  didurbed  feveral 
parts  of  the  North,  particularly  the  town  of  Belfad  and  the 
county  of  Antrim  ; it  is  kept  up  and  encouraged  by  feditious 
papers  and  pamphlets  of  the  mod  dangerous  tendency,  printed  at 
very  cheap  and  inconfiderable  rates  in  Dublin  and  Belfalt,  which 
iffue  almod  daily  from  certain  focieties  of  men  or  clubs  in  both 
thofe  places,  calling  themfelves  committees  under  various  deferip- 
tions,  and  carrying  on  a condant  correfpondence  with  each  other. 
Thefe  publications  are  circulated  amongd  the  people  with  the 
utmod  indudry,  and  appear  to  be  calculated  to  defame  the  govern- 
ment and  parliament,  and  to  render  the  people  dilfatisfied  with 
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their  condition  and  with  the  laws.  The  condu(5l  of  the  French  Is 
Iliamefully  extolled,  and  recommended  to  the  public  vie'"  as  an 
example  for  imitation  ^ hopes  and  expe6lations  have  been  held  up 
cf  their  affiilance  by  a defcent  upon  this  kingdom,  and  prayers 
have  been  offered  up  at  Eelfafl:  from  the  pulpit  for  the  fuccefs  of 
their  arms  in  the  prefence  of  military  affociations  which  liave 
been  newly  levied  and  arrayed  in  that  town.  A body  of  men 
aifociated  themfclves  in  Dublin  under  the  title  of  the  Firfl  National 
Battalion,  their  uniform  is  copied  from  the  French,  green  turned 
up  with  white,  white  waiflccat  and  (triped  trowfers,  orilt  buttons 
impreffed  with  a harp  and  letters,  imporiing;  “ Firif  National 
Battalion,’’  no  crown,  but  a device  over  the  harp  <jf  a cap  of 
liberty  upon  a pike  ; two  pattern  coats  were  left  at  two  fhops  in 
Dublin.  Several  bodies  of  men  have  been  ccdleffeJ  in  different 
parts  of  the  North,  armed  and  difcipHned  under  officers  chofen  by 
ihtmfelves,  and  compofed  moifly  of  the  lovvefl  claifes  of  the  people. 
Thefe  bodies  are  daily  encreafing  in  numbers  and  force  ; they  have 
exerted  their  befi  endeavours  to  procure  military  men  of  experience 
to  a6l  as  their  officers  , fome  of  them  having  exprefsly  Hated  that 
there  were  men  enough  to  be  had,  but  that  officers  were  what 
they  wanted.  Stands  of  arms  and  gunpowder  to  a very  large 
amount, .much  above  the  common  confumption,  have  been  fent 
within  thefe  few  months  to  Belfaif  and  Newry,  and  orders  given 
for  a much  greater  quantity,  wliich  it  appears  could  be  wanted 
only  for  military  operations.  At  BelfaH;,  bodies  of  men  in  arms 
are  drilled  and  cxercifed  for  feveral  liours  almoft  every  night  by 
candle-light,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  feduce  the  Ibldlery, 
which,  much  to  the  honour  of  the  King’s  forces,  have  proved 
ineffedual.  The  declared  objecl  of  thefe  military  bodies  is  to 
procure  a reform  of  parliament,  but  the  obvious  intention  of  mofl 
of  them  appears  to  be  to  overawe  the  parliament  and  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  dlflate  to  both.  The  committee  forbear  mentioning 
the  names  of  feveral  perfons,  left  it  fhould  in  any  manner  affect 
any  criminal  profecution,  or  involve  the  perfonal  fafety  of  any 
man  who  has  come  forward  to  give  them  information.  The  refult 
of  their  inquiries  is,  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  incompatible  with 
the  public  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom  to  permit  bodies, 
of  men  in  arms  to  affemble  when  they  pleafe,  without  any  legal 
authority:  And  that  the  exiftence  of  a felf-created  reprefentative 
body  of  any  defcriptlon  of  the  King’s  fubjeds,  taking  upon  itfelf 
the  government  of  them,  and  levying  taxes  or  fubfcriptlons,  to  be 
applied  at  the  diferetion  of  fuch  reprefentrtive  body,  or  of  perfons 
deputed  by  them,  is  alfo  incompatible  with  the  public  fafety  and 
tianquilllty. 
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Report  from  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
Mr.  Speaker, 

The  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fidc-ration  the  papers  pre Tented  to  the  Konfe  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April  lall  by  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  have  dirc61:ed  me  to  report 
as  follows  : 

YOUR  Committee  having  taken  into  their  confideration  the 
papers  referred  to  them,  have  thought  it  confident  with  their  duty 
to  carry  their  enquiries  back  to  the  peiiod  of  the  commencement  of 
the  focieties  Illling  themfelves  United  Iritlimen. 

It  appears  that  foon  aher  the  French  Revolution  certain  indivi- 
duals, encouraged  by  the  example  of  France,  aimed  at  the  over- 
throw of  the  exifting  laws  and  conditution  of  this  kingdom,  and 
the  eftablithment  of  a Republic  unconnedled  with  Great  Britain: 
that  they  have  been  encouraged  to  proceed  to  this  attempt  by  an 
expectation  ot  aid  from  France,  and  the  co-operation  of  certain 
difajfeded  and  feditious  focieties  in  Great  Britain  entertaining  li- 
milar  views. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  their  hopes  of  fiiccefs  in  this 
apparently  improbable  dehgn  are  derived  from  their  expectations 
of  being  able  to  infufe  into  the  minds  of  the  lovver  orders  of  the 
people  an  idea  that  they  are  in  a date  of  opprelfion  and  mifery  : 
that  the  King,  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  with  the 
magiitracy,  clergy  and  gentry  of  the  country,  are  the  caufe  of  their 
oppreliion  : that  tlie  Society  of  United  Iriflimen  are  their  foie  pro- 
tectors and  defenders  ; and  that  the  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  is  inconfiltent  with  the  happinefs  and  inde- 
pendence of  this  kingdom. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  to  erfedt  their  purpofes  they 
have  organized  with  great  addrefs  and  fupported  with  equal  adtivity 
a fyltem  plaulible  in  its  name,  and  which  by  a combination  of  cer- 
tain fpecious  propolitions  with  principles  deltrudtive  of  the  laws  and 
conllitutlon  of  this  kingdom,  leads  in  a manner  the  mod  infidlous 
to  anarchy,  contifeation  of  property,  and  the 'extermination  of  its 
proprietors. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  in  the  original  formation  of 
this  f(K'icty,  its  authors,  to  avoid  alarming  the  feelings  of  thofe  who 
'were  not  prepared  at  once  to  go  to  the  lull  extent  of  their  dangerous 
and  traitorous  deligns,  held  forth  Catliolic  Emancipation  and  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  as  the  oiteniible  objedts  of  their  union  : but  their 
real  purpofes  were  to  feparate  Great  Britain  from  Ireland  and  to 
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fubvert  the  prefent  conftitution,  as  will  appear  more  fully  from  the 
following  explanation  given  by  Mr.  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  one  of 
the  original  framers  of  the  inflitution,  (Ap.  No.  I.),  in  a letter  ad- 
drelTed  to  his  friends  at  Belfaff,  and  containing  the  refolutions  and 
declarations  upon  which  the  inllitution  was  formed  : 

“ The  foregoing  contain  my  true  and  fincere  opinion  of  theftatc 
**  of  this  country,  fo  far  as  in  the  prefent  jundlure  it  may  be  ad- 
‘‘  vifeable  to  publifli  it.  They  certainly  fall  Ihort  of  the  truth,  but 
truth  itfejf  muft  fometimes  condefeend  to  temporize  ; my  unal- 
“ terable  opinion  is,  that  the  bane  of  IriOi  profperity  is  in  the  in- 
“ fiuence  of  England  ; I believe  that  influence  will  ever  be  ex- 
**  tended  while  the  connexion  bettveen  the  two  countries  continues; 
“ neverthelefs,  aS  1 know  that  opinion  is  for  the  prefent  too  hardy, 
though  a very  little  time  may  eftablifli  it  univeifally,  I have  not 
made  it  a part  of  the  refolutions ; 1 liave  only  propofed  to  fet  up 
a reformed  parliament  as  a barrier  againft  that  mifehief  which 
‘‘  every  honeft  man  that  will  open  his  eyes  muft  fee  in  every  in- 
ftance  overbears  the  interefl;  of  Ireland  : I have  not  faid  one 
word  that  looks  like  a wifh  for  reparation,  though  I give  it  to  you 
“ and  your  friends  as  my  molt  decided  opinion  thaL  fuch  an  Event 
would  be  a regeneration  to  this  country. 

1 have,  you  will  fee,  alluded  to  the  refolutions  of  the  Whig 
Club,  and  I have  differed  with  them  in  degree  only,  that  is,  I 
**  think  and  I am  fiire  they  do  not  go  far  enough  ; they  are  not 
“ fincere  friends  to  the  popular  caufe ; they  dread  the  people  as 
“ much  as  the  Caftle  does ; it  may  be  objected  that  an  implied 
“ difference  of  fentiment  between  them  and  the  people  will  weaken 
“ both  : I think  otherwife  ; if  they  do  not  join  you  in  fupporting 
“ a reform  in  parliament  they  do  not  deferve  fupport  themfelves  ; 
“ apply  the  touchflone,  if  they  hand  the  trial,  well ; if  they^fail, 
they  are  falfe  and  hollow,  and  the  fooner  they  are  dete6fed  the 
“ better;  what  fignines  peddling  W'ith  their  fuperhcial  meafures? 

They  are  good  fo  far  as  they  go,  but  for  the  people  to  fpend 
‘f  their  ftrength  in  purfnit  of  fuch  would  be  juft  as  wife  as  for  a 
man  who  has  a mortification  in  his  bowels  to  be  very  felicitous 
about  a piaifter  for  his  fore  finger.  To  be  candid,  I dare  fay 
that  my  Lord  Charlemont,  and  I am  pretty  fure  that  Mr.  Grat- 
**  tan  would  hefirate  very  much  at  the  refolutions  which  I fend  ; 
“ but  I only  beg  you  will  difinifs  your  refpe^I  for  great  names; 
“ read  over  the  refolutions  and  what  I have  now"  faid,  and  then 
“ determine  impartially  between  us.  I have  alluded  to  the  Catho- 
lies,  but  fo  remotely  as  I hope  not  to  alarm  the  moft  cautious 
“ Pioteftant ; it  is  wicked  nonfenfe  to  talk  of  a reform  in  Ireland 
“ in  which  they  fhall  not  have  their  due  ftiare. 

“ I have  in  the  third  refolution  conceded  very  far  indeed  to  what 
‘‘  I confider  as  vulgar  and  ignorant  prejudices  : look  at  France  and 
America  ; the  Pope  burnt  in  effigy  at  Paris  ; the  Englifh  calho- 
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‘‘  lies  at  this  very  hour  feceding  from  his  church.  A thonfand  ar- 
“ guments  crowd  on  me,  but  it  is  unneceiTary  here  to  dwell  on, 
them.  I hope  you  will  find  this  refolution  fuificiendy  guaided 
“ and  cool.  I have  been  purpofely  vague  and  indefinite,  and  I 
‘‘  muft  fay  men  who  would  feek  a reform,  and  admit  that  indif- 
penfable  fiep,  have  different  notions  both  of  expediency  and  juf- 
“ tice  from  any  that  1 can  conceive. 

“ 1 think  the  bed  opportunity  for  publlfhing  them  will  be  on 
“ the  14th  of  July  ^ I learn  there  is  to  be  a commemoration  of  the 
“ French  revolution,  that  morning  (far  of  liberty  to  Ireland.  The 
‘‘  volunteers,  if  they  approved  of  the  plan,  may  then  ad  'pt  it,  and 
“ I have  fo  worded  it  as  to  leave  them  an  opportunity.  I have  left 
“ as  you  fee  a blank  for  the  name  ” 

It  appears  that  a fociety,  calling  thcmfelves  a fociety  of  United 
Irifhmen  in  Dublin,  (Ap.  No  II.),  did  on  the  gth  day  of  November 
lygi  take  as  their  declaration  that  of  a fimilar  fociety  in  Belialf, 
which  nearly  correfponds  with  the  plan  of  Mr.  Tone,  with  the 
addition  of  a telf  to  be  taken  by  the  members. 

It  appears  that  this  fociety  did  adually  meet  and  correfpond  with 
certain  feditioiis  focieties  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  furtherance  of 
their  defigns  of  feparating  the  kingdoms  and  alienating  the  minds 
of  his  Majedy’s  fubjedls  of  Ireland,  did  reprefent  in  different  pub- 
lications, the  connexion  as  oppreffive  and  tyrannical. 

Your  commhttee  then  diredfed  their  enquiries  to  the  means  by 
which  the  papers  referred  to  them  in  confequence  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  meffage  had  been  procured ; and  in  order  the  better  to 
afeertain  the  credit  to  be  given  to  their  contents  they  examined  the 
perfons  by  whom  they  had  been  taken,  from  whence  it  appears 
that  upon  information  being  given  of  certain  focieties  or  committees 
behig  appointed  to  alfemble  at  the  hotife  of  John  Alexander  in  the 
to'\Vn  of  Belfad  at  the  hour  of  eight  o’clock  on  Friday  the  iqlh  of 
April  lad.  Colonel  Barber,  with  a detachment  of  the  army,  went 
to  the  faid  houfe,  where  two  focieties  were  then'adlually  fitting. 

Mr.  Fox,  dore~keeper  of  the  ordnance,  tinder  the  diredfion  of 
Colonel  Barber,  entered  one  of  the  rooms  in  which  one  of  the 
committees  or  focieties  was  fitting,  with  their  papers  before  them, 
round  a table,  and  their  fecretary  in  the 

chair  ; and  it  appears  in  the  minute  book,  that  the  fociety  had  ad- 
journed from  the  gth  to  the  14th  of  April,  the  day  on  which  they 
were  arreded,  to  fit  at  the  faid  houfe. 

Lieutenant  Ellifon  of  the  artillery  entered  another  room  in  the 
fame  houfe  where  another  committee  was  fitting  ; the  papers  be- 
longing to  that  committee  or  fociety  were  in  the  hat  of  a perfon 
who  fat  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  appears  from  the  papers  to 
have  been  the  fecretary  of  that  fociety. 

.At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Atkinfon,  high  condable  of  Belfad,  found 
concealed  in  another  room  of  the  fame  houfe,  papers  purporting  to 
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belong  to  another  committee  or  rt)ciety,  viz.  the  eightieth  focicty. 

"I’hefe  papers  coiirih  of 

1.  The  printed  declaration  and  conditution  of  the  United  Irilh- 
men. 

2.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  two  of  the  focieties. 

3.  Reports  from  provincial  and  County  Committees. 

4.  A report  from  the  Military  Committee. 

5.  Forms  of  the  oath  of  an  officer  and  of  a foldier. 

6.  Names  of  fome  of  the  fociety,  with  the  arms  that  they  polTcfs. 

7.  Size  roll  of  the  fociety. 

8.  A lift  of  the  families  that  have  received  relief. 

9.  Refolutions  of  the  united  focieties  of  Donagadhee  and  its 
vicinity. 

10.  Other  loofe  notes  and  papers  of  their  proceedings. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  declaration  is  the  fame  as 
that  adopted  by  the  United  Irifnmen  in  1791,  and  the  conftitution 
formed  upon  the  principles  recommended  in  an  addrefs  of  the  fo- 
ciety of  United  Irifhmen  in  Dublin  to  the  Irifh  nation,  William 
Drennan  in  the  chair,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  fecretary, 
in  which  it  is  dated,  Truft  as  little  to  your  friends  as  to  your  ene- 
“ mies  in  a matter  where  you  can  ail  only  by  yourfclves;  the  will 
of  the  nation  miift  be  declared  before  any  reform  ought  to  take 
place;  it  is  not  therefore  any  dais,  however  numerous,  any  fo- 
cicty  however  refpcdable,  any  lubaUern  alfembly,  that  have  either 
right  or  competency  to  exprels  that  authoritative  will ; nothing 
**  Ids  than  the  people  can  fpeak  for  the  people : this  competency 
“ rdidts  not  in  a few  frecltolders  Ihivering  in  the  corner  of  a county 
hall,  but  only  in  the  whole  community  reprefented  in  each  county, 
“ (as  at  prefent  in  Antrim)  by  Parochial  Delegation,  and  then  from 
each  county  by  Baronial  Delegation  to  Proviiicial  Conventions, 
the  union  of  which  mull:  form  the  awful  v/ill  of  the  people  of 
“ Ireland.” 

The  conftiiutlon  is  as  follows  : 

' C O N S T I r U T I O N. 

• id.  This  fociety  is  condituted  for  the  purpofe  of  forwarding  a 
btotherhood  of  affeeftion,  a communion  of  rights,  and  an  union  of 
power  among  Iridmien  of  every  religious  perfuafion,  and  thereby 
to  obtain  a complete  reform  in  the  legidature,  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty. 

2.  The  members  of  this  fociety  lhall  either  be  ordinary  or  ho- 
norary, and  lhall  not  be  limited  to  any  defeription  of  men,  but  to 
extend  to  all  perfons  who  may  be  deemed  eligible. 
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3.  Every  candidate  for  admlffion  into  this  fociety  fhall  be  pro- 
pofed  by  one  member  and  feconded  by  another,  both  of  whom  lhall 
vouch  for  his  character  and  principles,  and  whofe  name  fhall  be  en- 
tered on  the  books  of  the  focicty  ; the  candidate  to  be  balloted  for 
on  the  ft)ciety’s  fubfeqnent  meeting,  and  it  one 

of  the  beans  be  black  he  fhall  ffand  rejeefted. 

4.  As  a fund  is  neceflary,  the  better  to  carry  into  effedl  the 

pnrpofe  of  this  alfociation,  each  member  on  his  admiflion  lhall  pay 
to  the  fociety  the  fnm  of  and  per  month 

while  he  fliall  continue  a member. 

The  officers  of  this  fociety  lhall  be  a Secretary  and  Treafnrer, 
who  lhall  be  appointed  by  ballot  every  three  months,  viz.  on  every 
hrft  meeting  in  November,  February,  May  and  Augufl. 

6.  This  fociety  in  manner  aforefaid  ffiall  appoint  two  members, 

who  with  the  fecretary  fhall  add  for  the  fociety  in  a Baronial  Com- 
mittee, which  members  lhall  receive  on  each  night 

of  their  attendance  on  faid  committee 

7.  This  fociety  ffiall  in  manner  aforefaid  appoint 

members,  who  with  the  treafnrer  ffiall  form  a committee  of  Fi- 
nance, dec. 

8.  At  the  reqiiefl:  of  either  committees,  or  any 

members  figning  a requifition,  the  fecretary  or  if  he  ffiall  be  abfent 
the  treafnrer  ffiall  call  an  extra  meeting  of  the  fociety. 

9.  This  fociety  ffiall  meet  in  ordinary  every  fecond 

evening  at  o’clock,  the  prefident  to  be  chofen  by  a 

majority  of  the  members  prefent  of  whom  ihall  be  a 

quorum. 

10.  Every  refpedd  and  deference  ffiall  be  paid  to  the  chairman. 

On  his  rifing  from  his  feat  and  taking  off  his  hat  there  ffiall  be 
fdence,  and  the  members  feated.  Flc  lhall  be  judge  ol  order  and 
propriety  ; ffiall  grant  leave  of  abfence  at  pleafure  ; lhall  not  enter 
into  debate.  If  any  member  behave  improperly,  he  is  empowered 
to  diredt  an  apology,  or,  if  reiradtory,  fine  him  in  any  fiim  not 
exceeding  and  on  refufmg  to  do  as  diredled,  he 

ffiall  therefore  be  expelled  the  fociety  for 

11.  No  member  lliall  fpeak  more  than  twice  to  one  queftion 
without  leave  from  the  chairman. 

12.  Every  perfon  elected  a member  of  this  fociety,  whether 

ordinary  or  honorary,  ffiall  previous  to  his  admiflion  take  the  fol- 
lowing Teft  in  a feparate  apartment  in  the  prefence  of  the  perfons 
who  propofed  and  feconded  him,  and  one  member  appointed  by 
the  cliairman  ; or  in  cafe  of  abfence  of  one  of  the  two  perfons, 
the  chairman  lhall  appoint  another  member  to  adl  for  the  abfentee, 
after  which  the  new  member  fliall  be  brought  into  the  body  of  the 
fociety,  and  there  take  the  tefl  in  the  ufual  form.  ' 
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TEST. 

In  the  aw.ful  prcfence  of  God, 

I,  A.  B.  'do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I will  perfevere  in  endea- 
voiiiing  to  form  a brotherhood  of  ahedtion  among  Irishmen  of 
every  religious  perfuafion,  and  that  I will  alfo  perfevere  in  my  en- 
deavours to  obtain  an  equal,  full  and  adequate  reprefentaticn  of 
<7/7  the  people  of  Ireland. 

1 do  further  declare  that  neither  hopes,  fears,  rewards,  or  pu- 
nilhments',  lhall  ever  induce  me,  diredily  or  indirectly,  to  inform 
on  or  give  evidence  againft  any  member  or  members  of  this  or 
fimilar  focieties,  for  any  act  or  expreliion  of  theirs,  done  or  made 
colledtively'or  individually,  in  or  out  of  this  lociety,  in  purfuance 
of  the  fpirit  of  this  obligation. 

13th.  A member  of  any  other  acknowledged  fociety,  being  in- 
troduced to  this  fociety  by  a member,  lhall,  upon  producing  a 
certificate,  figned  by  the  fecretary,  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the 
lociety  to  wdiich  he  may  belong,  and  taking  the  foregoing  tell,  be 
admitted  to  attend  the  fittings  of  this  fociety. 

14th.  No  member  lhall  have  a certificate  but  by  applying  to  the 
committee,  who  (hall  not  grant  it  unlefs  the  member  is  leaving  his 
place  of  refidence,  w^hich  certificate  lhall  be  lodged  with  the  fe- 
cretary on  his  return. 

15th.  When  this  fociety  fhall  amount  to  the  number  of  thirty- 
fix  members,  it  fhall  be  equally  divided  by  lot*  ; that  is,  the  names 
of  all  the  members  lhall  be  put  into  a hat  or  box,  the  fecretary  or 
treafurer  fhall  draw  out  eighteen  individually,  which  eighteen 
Iliall  be  conlidered  the  fenior  fociety,  and  the  remaining  eighteen 
the  junior,  w^ho  lhall  apply  to  the  Baronial  Committee,  through 
the  Delegates  of  the  fenior  fociety  for  a number,  and  that  this 
divifion  fhall  take  place  only  in  the  months  of  Oclober,  January, 
April  and  July. — The  fund  lhall  alfo  be  equally  divided. 

16th.  1 hat  no  fociety  lhall  be  recognized  by  any  committee, 
unlefs  approving  of,  and  taking  the  tell,  and  amounting  in  number 
to  feven  members. 

Order  of  Bufinefs  at  Meetings. 

ill.  New  members  read  declaration  and  tell,  during  which  fub- 
feriptions  to  be  colleded. 

zd.  New  members  take  the  tell,  all  members  Handing  and  un- 
covered. 

* Societies  in  country  places  to  divide  as  may  heji  fuit  their  local 
fit  nation. 
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3d.  Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  read. 

4th.  Reports  of  committees  received, 

5th.  Commnnicati(  ns  called  for. 

6th.  Candidates  balloted  for. 

-yth.  Candidates  propofed. 

bth.  Motions  made  and  determined. 

9th.  Place  and  time  of  next  meeting  appointed. 

CONSTITUTION  of  COMMITTEES, 

As  adopted  the  loth  of  May. 

Baronial  Committees. 

ifi.  V/hen  any  barony  or  other  didri^f  (hall  contain  three  or 
more  focietles,  three  perfons  from  each  (hall  be  eledled  by  ballot, 
conformable  to  the  fixth  article,  to  form  a Baronial  Committee 
(for  three  months  :)  their  names  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  fenior  fociety,  who  fhail  requeft  a deputation  from  the  nearcll 
Baronial  Committee  to  conftitiiie  a committee  for  the  faid  barony 
or  other  didridf. 

2d.  When  any  barony  or  diflridl  fhall  contain  eight  focieties, 
they  may  form  another  committee,  to  be  called  the  fecond  com- 
mittee of  faid  barony  or  dlftricl,  provided  each  contains  three  or 
more  focieties. 

3d.  Baronial  Committees  fhall  receive  Delegates  from  focieties 
of  a contiguous  barony,  provided  faid  barony  do  not  contain  three 
focieties. 

4-th.  That  the  Baronial  Committee  fhall  correfpond  with  foci- 
eties or  individuals  who  have  fubferibed  the  declaration  and  taken 
tlie  teft  of  the  prefent  affociated  focieties. 

5th.  That  all  queftions  Hiall  be  determined  by  a majority  of  the 
members  prefent. 

6ih.  That  the  Baronial  Committee  being  regularly  fummoned, 
the  one  third  of  its  members  fhall  be  deemed  a quorum,  and  ca- 
pable of  proceeding  to  buunefs. 

7th.  That  any  bufinefs  originating  in  any  individual  fociety, 
fhall  at  the  inftance  of  fuch  fociety’s  Delegates  be  by  the  Baronial 
Committee  laid  before  the  other  focieties. 

County  Committees, 

I ft.  Whhen  any  county  fnall  contain  three  or  more  Baronial 
Committees,  two  perfons  fhall  be  ele(ft:ed  by  ballot  from  each  Ba- 
ronial Committe  to  form  a County  Committee  (for  three  monihs.) 

2d.  County  Committees  fhall  receive  Delegates  from  Baronial 
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Committees  of  adjacent  counties,  if  laid  counties  do  not  contain 
three  Baronial  Committees. 

Provincial  Committees.  . 

iff.  When  tw^oor  more  counties  (hall  have  County  Committees, 
three  perfons  fliall  be  eledecl  by  ballot  from  each  to  form  a Pro- 
vincial Committee  (for  three  months.) 

2d.'  Delegates  from  County  Committees  in  other  provinces  wiU' 
be  received,  if  fuch  provinces  do  not  contain  two  County  Com-' 
mittces 

National  Committee. 

That  when  two  Provincial  Committees  are  formed  they  (hall 
elect  hve  perfons  from  each  by  ballot,  to  form  ^ National  Com- 
nnttee. 

N.  B.  Society’s  fird;  meetings  in  November,  February,  May 
and  Aiigud,  to  be  on  or  before  the  5th  ; Baronial  Committees  oa 
or  before  the  8th;  County  Committees  on  or  before  the  15th, 
and  Provincial  Committees  on  or  before  the  25th  of  the  above 
months. 

Baronial,  Cotinty  and  Provincial  Committees  Biall  meet  at  lead 
once  in  every  month,  and  report  to  their  conditiients. 

Names  of  committee  men  fhould  not  be  knowm  by  any  perfon 
but  thofe  who  elc6i  them. 

Ted  for  Secretaries  of  Societies  or  Committees. 

In  the  awful  prefence  of  God, 

I,  A.  B.  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  as  long  as  I fhall  hold  the 
office  of  fccretary  to  this  1 will  to  the  utmod 

of  my  abilities  faithfully  difeharge  the  duties  thereof. 

‘‘  That  all  papers  or  documents  received  by  me  as  Secretary  I 
will  in  fafety  keep  ; I will  not  give  any  of  them  or  any  copy  or 
“ copies  of  them  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  members  or  others,  but 
‘‘  by  a vote  of  this  and  that  I will  at  th« 

expiration  of  my  Secretaryffilp  deViver  up  to  this 
“ all  fuch  papers  as  may  be  then  in  niy  poifellion.’* 

CERTIFICATE. 

Society  of  U^nited  Irldimen  of 

“ I hereby  certrfy  that  J.  B,  has  been  duly  eleeded,  and  having 
taken  the  ted  provided  in  the  conditution,  has  been  admitted  a 
“ member  of  this  Society.” 
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Your  committee  think  it  necefTary  to  point  out  a manifefl:  and 
ftrikir.fj  didinction  in  the  tell  annexed  to  the  original  declaration 
of  the"\Yitcd  Irilhrnen  and  that  annexed  to  this  conUitution,  and 
which  corroborates  the  opinion  your  committee  have  already  given, 
that  reform  of  parliament  was  only  a colourable  obje<fl:  to  work  on 
the  minds  of  the  people,  but  that  their  real  obje6l  was  the  over- 
throw of  the  conditution. 

Tlie  original  ted  holds  forth  a reprefentation  of  the  Irllh  nation 
in 'parliament,  and  a reform  of  that  parliament. 

The  prefent  ted,  which  your  committee  find' to  be  the  one  uni- 
verfally  adopted  in  the  Societies  of  which  they  have  received  in- 
formation, and  under  which  all  the  United  Irilhrnen  are  at  prefent 
fvvorh,  purpofely  omits  the  words,  Parliament  and  Reform^  thereby 
clearly  fhewing,  that  an  original  inditution  independent  of  par- 
liament is  the  objevd,  which  is  dill  farther  proved  by  the  reports 
and  communications  between  the  Committees  and  Societies,  in 
which  they  mention  an  Executive  Committee,  under  the  authority 
of  which  they  feem  to  a 61. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  conditution  fo*  recom- 
mended is  in  a great  meafure  carried  into  effed,  and  that  fucli  com- 
mittees do  exid. 

That  Secretaries  have  been  ele6led  in  thefe  Societies  ; that  com- 
mittee-men have  been  appointed  ; that  monthly  centributions  have 
been  levied;  that  a Treafurer  has  been  appointed  ; that  perfons 
have  been  named  to  purchafe  pikes  ; that  it  was  refolved  to  furnldi 
pikes  at  the  expenfe  of  the  fociety  for  thofe  who  could  not  adbrd 
to  purchafe  them  ; that  .perfons  have  been  interrogated  for  their 
condtud  ; that  reports  have  been  received  and  approved  of ; that 
a military  committee  has  been  appointed  ; that  returns  of  arms, 
ammunition  and  men  are  made  to  the  Military  Committee ; and 
that  officers  have  been  appointed,  will  appear  from  the  following 
entries  in  the  minute-book  of  the  fociety,  feized  by  Mr.  Fox. 

Entries  in  the  Minute  Book,  No.  2,  feized  and  identified  by  Mr, 
Fox,  Page  6,  7,  and  8. 

Refolved,  thafthe  Secretary  fliall  be  known  by  the  name  of  54.th 
Secretary  of  United  Irilhrnen  of  Belfad.  ^ 

James  Burnfide  eledled  Secretary,  Pat.  Handlam  and  John  At- 
kinfon  committee  men. 

Refolved,  that  we  will  pay  into  the  Baronial  Committee  2s.  8|d. 
per  month. 

Edward  Kelly  and  Terence  McCann,  along  with  the  Treafurer, 
appointed  to  attend  a committee  of  finance. 

James  Burnfidc  elected  Treafurer.  - • 
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061.  31ft  1796. 

At  a Meeting  held  in  John  Alexander’s, 

Richard  M‘Gee,  Chair. 

Refolved,  that  three  men  be  appointed  to  purchafe  pikes  and 
poles  for  this  fociety — James  Burnude,  Pat.  M'Siravock,  and 
Richard  M‘Gee  were  appointed. 

Refolved,  that  any  man  that  fairly  tells  any  of  thefe  three  ap- 
pointed that  he  is  not  able  to  purchafe  a pike,  that  he  (hall  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  one  out  of  the  fund  of  this  fociety. 

Kefolved,  that  we  meet  at  Crozter’s  in  Unlon-ilreet  at  eight 
o’clock  on  Sunday  6th  November  in  the  morning. 

I 

Crozler’s,  6th  Nov.  1796.  I 

Edward  Kelly,  Chairman.  | 

James  Burnfide  eledled  Secretary. 

Edward  Kelly  and  Terence  M‘Cann  were  appointed  committee 
men  to  attend  the  ninth  divifion. 

Refolved,  that  John  Barret  be  interrogated  who  was  the  perfon 
gave  him  the  word  and  fign.  I 

Refolved,  that  if  John  Barret  does  not  tell  who  it  w^as  that  gave 
him  the  word  and  fign,  and  take  the  oath  that  is  neceffary,  he  fhall 
be  excluded  this  fociety. 

Refolved,  that  each  member  fhall  fpend  two-pence  each  night  of  ‘ 
meeting. 

Page  10.  January  ift  1797. 

Richard  M‘Gee,  Chairman. 

Refolved,  that  all  money  or  fubfcHption  received  for  this  fo- 
ciety  fhall  go  to  the  ufe  of  buying  pikes. 

Page  II.  . Nickles’s,  22d  January  1797. 

Refolved,  that  we  approve  of  the  Reports  that  we  have  received 
from  the  committee. 

Refolved,  that  E.  Kelly  and  R.  M^Gee  does  attend  the  Civil 
Committee  for  this  enfuing  three  months. 

February  5th  1797* 

Edward  Clements,  Chairman. 

Refolved,  that  .we  approve  of  the  report  we  have  now  heard 
read. 
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Page  12. 

Refolved,  that  v/e  will  not  receive  any  other  perfon  from  the 
Military  Committee  but  fuch  as  vve  have  appointed. 

Refolved,  that  Wm.  Siew'art  get  a copy  of  this  Refolution  to 
lay  before  the  committee. 

Sunday,  19th  Feb.  1797. 

John  Milton,  Chairman. 

Refolved,  that  vt^e  will  ballot  for  two  new  members  to  attend  the 
Military  Committee  in  the  place  of  Wm.  Stewart  and  Richd. 
M‘Gee. 

Refolved,  that  John  Miller  and  Thomas  Hanlon  does  attend  the 
Military  Committee  till  farther  order  of  this  Society. 

Page  13. 

Refolved,  that  James  McDonald  gets  a copy  of  the  arms,  am- 
munition, and  men  belonging  to  this  fociety  to  lay  before  the 
M.  Committee. 


Young’s  Tavern. 

E.  Kelly,  Chairman. 

Refolved,  that  the  reports  which  we  have  now  received  from  the 
committee  is  apd.  of  by  this  fociety. 

Page  14. 

Refolved  by  this  fociety,  that  each  member  who  does  not  attend 
after  legal  warning,  {hall  be  expelled  this  fociety. 

Refolved  by  this  fociety,  that  the  military  officers  fhall  get  a lift 
of  the  men’s  names  belonging  to  this  fociety  to  lay  before  the 
Military  Committee. 

Page  15.  Morrifon’s,  2d  April. 

John  Milton,  Chairman. 

Refolved,  that  the  officers  fhall  get  a lift  of  the  men’s  names 
under  their  command. 

Page  16.  Alexander’s,  9th  April. 

Refolved,  that  John  Milton  gets  a caution  from  E.  Kelly  that 
he  is  clear  of  the  charge  laid  againft  him. 

F 
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Refolved,  that  vve  meet  on  Friday  next  in  John  Allexander’s  at 
8 o’clock. 


It  has  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  communication  between  the 
different  focieties  and  cominiitees  is  carried  by  means  of  the  Se- 
cretaries and  Delegates  who  take  notes  of  what  panes  in  order  to 
report  to  and  from  the  higher  and  lower  Societies,  and  by  this 
means  the  reprelentatloiis  and  opinions  of  the  interior  Societies  are 
communicated  to  their  fiiperiors,  and  the  orders  and  inftructions 
from  the  higher  focieties  and  committees  are  conveyed  to  the  in- 
ferior ones. 

It  appears  In  evidence  that  the  reports  are  not  entered  on  the 
minutes,  but  ufually  detlroyed  after  being  read  by  Secretary. 

\ our  committee  think  it  neceffary  for  the  information  of  the 
houfe  to  frate  at  length  the  following  papers,  which  will  in  a great 
meafure  dcvelope  the  fyftem  upon  which  thefe  focieties  proceed, 
and  appear  to  be  reports  made  by  Secretaries. 

Paper-ivntlng  fi’lzed  and  identified  Mr,  Atkinfon. 

No.  7. 


Refolutions  of  the  United  Societies  of  Donaghadee  and  its  Vicinity. 

, I ft.  Refolved,  that  it  has  always  been  the  invariable  opinion  of 
all  found  philofophers,  ftatefmen,  and  divines,  that  all  power  is 
radically  in  the  people. 

2d.  Refolved,  that  when  tyrants,  ufurpers,  and  oppreftbrs,  grafp- 
ing  at  Domination,  or  even  fuch  as  are  legally  delegated  by  the 
people,  degenerate  into  tyrants,  or  a£t  contrary  to  the  truft  com- 
mitted to  them,  in  that  cafe  the  people  ought  to  claim  their  right, 
and  the  power  remrn  to  i:s  original  channel. 

3d.  Refolt  ^•ed,  that  at  the  prefent  crifis  the  people  being  united^ 
fliould  alfo  arm,  chufe  their  officers,  and  take  a hrft,  fecond,  and 
third  requifttion  of  fuch  as  are  able  to  go  forth  to  war  in  defence 
of  their  rights  as  men.  ' 

4th.  Refolved,  that  our  brethren  in  arms  be  duly  provided  for 
wnth  fuch  things  as  their  cafe  and  fituation  requires,  and  that  means 
be  adopted  that  their  families  may  not  fuffer  in  their  abfence. 
r 5th.'  Refolved,  that  to  anfwer  fuch  emergencies  a contribution 
be  imipofed  upon  the  people  In  general  according  to  theirrefpeftive 
circumftances ; rents  and  tythes  fhall  alfo  be  confidered,  the  latter 
of  which,  except  in  the  prefent  emergency,  fliall  for  ever  be 
.aboliftied. 
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6th.  Refolved,  that  tlrere  are  a great  many  inimical,  and  .will  no 
doubt  prove  hofdle  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  ; their  eftates  or  pro- 
perty fhall  be  confifcated  and  converted  to  the  national  benefit. 

■ 7.  Refolved,  that  the  civil  law  mud  ahvays  be  kept  up  and  pro- 

per men  appointed  to  prevent  outrage  in  the  country,  and  thefe 
men  to  be  affided-by  a mrlitary  force  when  called  upon,  and  that 
faid  men  diall  take  proper  meafures  to  fupport  both  the  inhabitants 
and  military  with  proper  necelTaries. 

8th.  Kefolvcd,  that  there  {hall  be  a national,  or  (if  it  be  thought 
more  eligible)  a provincial  fund,  where  tlie  property  of  the  enemy 
fltall  be  depofited,  and  that  drafts  for  the  above  purpofes  fhall  be 
made  as  necedity  fliall  require. 

9th.  Refolved,  that  any.  avowed  enemy  to  the-  caufe  diall  not 
have  admittance  into  the  ranks  when  it  makes  its  appearance,  but 
fliall  be  taken  as  prifoners,  and  tried  by  a jury  according  to  the 
law  then  exiding,  and  if  found  guilty  their  property  difpofed  of 
according  to  faid  law. 

10.  Refolved,  that  farmers  or  fuch  as  polTefs  a redundancy  of 
vidualling  (hall  bring  it  forward  to  fale,  and  the  families  of  fuch 
as  are  called  off  in  the  caufe  of  their  country  Ihall  be  fupplied 
thereby  at  a moderate  price,  which  diall  be  agreed  on  by  the  Re- 
volutionary Committee,  or  fit  men  delegated  by  them. 

nth.  Refolved,  that  the  wounded,  the  widow,  and  fatherlefs  of 
fuch  as  have  fought  in  the  caufe  of  their  country  diall  be  provided 
for,  or  fupported  from  the  aforefaid  fund. 

1 2th.  Refolved,  that  there  diall  be  an  aflbciation  under  the 
name  and  defignation  of  a Revolutionary  Committee,  compofed 
of  the  bed  qualified  and  mod  refpedfable  characters,  viz.  one 
man  chofen  from  each  fociety,  and  delegated  by  faid  fociety  to 
meet  together,  who  diall  keep  and  enforce  the  above  refohitions, 
and  take  care  that  they  be  carried  into  effedt,  and  duly  executed 
whenever  the  caufe  diall  require. 

13th  Refolved,  that  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Revolutionary 
Committee,  there  fhall  be  magidrates  appointed  and  vefted  with 
executive  power ; which  fhall  continue  in  office  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  months  only,  except  in  cafe  of  re-eledfion  ; but  if  a revolution 
is  accomplidied,  an  annual  election  fhall  take  place. 

Paper-writing  feized  and  identified  hy  Lieutenant  ElUJon, 


No.  7. 


Reports 

from  the  Baronial  Committee. 

5, 

d. 

Men,  Antrim 

22922 

Money 

78 

6 

8 

. • Down 

16000 

- 

40 

1 1 

8 

Derry 

10000 

F2 

- 

8 

5 

9 
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Tyrone  6860 

— 

— 

— 

Armagh  4000 

7 

8 

5 

Monaghan  2020 

— 

— 

— 

Donegal  5000 

9 

9 

7 

Cavan  1000 

■ — 

— 

— 

Meath  1776 

— 

— 

— 

Fermanagh  2000 

— 

— 

— 

Louth  2060 

— 

— 

— - 

Total  men  - 72206 

144 

2 

Paid  to  Antrim  Prifoners 

78 

6 

8 

Down  Do. 

1 1 

7 

6 

Fermanagh  Do 

7 

19 

3 

a Delegate  of  1 yione 

2 

99 

5 

18 

6 

II 

Balance 

44- 

.3 

2I 

The  following  countiGS  are  formed  into  another  I'rovlncial  Com- 
mittee, viz.  Weitmeath,  Kildare,  Dublin  City ; the  above  coun- 
ties are  organized  and  are  coming  on  well.  Dublin  is  divided 
into  four  diftiidfs ; your  Executive  Committee  give  no  other 
reports  than  the  organizing  the  above  ; not  having  met  lately, 
there  will  a report  be  at  next  meeting  of  your  Provincial  Com- 
mittee. Newry  citizens  have  been  very  liberal,  they  voted 
;^2i  iir.  as  private  fubfeription  in  addition  to  the  large  voluntary 
ones  forvv^arded  to  their  country  ; they  employed  a Delegate  to 
Cavan  and  Leinfler  counties,  where  they  formed  a number  of 
focieties  ; they  promife  to  do  well  ; calh  feventeen  pounds.  There 
is  a Captain  St.  Leger  of  the  24th  dragoons  at  prefent  in  Armagh 
for  being  an  adlive  U.  I.  M.  to  which  they  fent  ^^4  lu.  to  be 
divided  among  his  party  that  is  confined  ; he  has  a wife  and  four 
children  ; his  pay  was  taken  from  him,  nor  was  he  allowed  to 
difpofe  of  his  commiilion.  Recommended  that  all  monthly  fub- 
fci  iptions  of  counties  be  counted  as  if  going  to  the  Provincial 
Committee,  that  is  to  fay,  refervlng  a power  to  the  counties 
diferetion  whatever  fum  they  may  think  necelfary  to  grant  their 
prifoners  at.  Balance  to  be  paid  to  the  Provincial  Committee, 
which  will  fhew  at  once  the  fum  paid  by  each  Committee,  likewife 
that  there  will  a monthly  return  of  U I.  M.  confined  in  each 
county,  and  what  is  allowed  for  their  fupport  ; the  county  of 
Tyrone  is  much  confufed  at  prefent,  owing  to  foine  their  county 
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members  confined  at  prefent  there  ; twenty-five  men  confined,  not 
many  the  laid  month  to  fupport  there;  one  there  was,  feven 
guiiiks  voted  to  their  fupport;  they  promifed  a return  for  this 
in  another  month;  there  w^as  feveral  petitions  received  from 
Kildare,  and  it  is  warmly  recommended  to  the  difi'erent  counties 
to  bring  fomeihing  forward  for  their  fupport  : laic  Provincial 
Meeting  county  Down  Delegates  reported,  that  \V illiam  Bridow 
of  this  town  has  a Provincial  account  of  laft  meeting  pievious  to 
tlie  Sub-committee:  Belfalt  therefore  be  candous,  tor  fume  fe- 
cretary  is  certainly  deceiving  us;  the  oil  word  and  fign  of  U.  L 
Men  is  abolilhed  to  furtheY  orders.  Louth  Delegates  reported, 
that  two  men  from  Eelfalt,  Dennis  Digney  and  Robert  Plowny, 
beliaved  very  ill,  and  was  very  near  diforganizing  faid  county  on 
account  of  making  ufe  tif  lying  reports  and  words  and  things  of 
tli?ir  maxing  ; your  Provincial  Commitiee  don’t  approve  of  the 
reports  of  the  county  refpecbng  new  code  of  laws,  being  quite 
too  premature,  your  E.xcce  have  tliat  to  do  or  to  ftame  them  ; 
Armagh  have  appointed  five  to  fupport  their  prifoners;  Monaghan 
Delegaies  have  a conliderable  furn  of  money,  but  being  fo  young 
in  the  bufincfs  did  not  know  how  to  bring  it  forward,  but  vrill 
on  the  next  meeJng  ; the  ci  y ol  Dublin  is  doing  well;  fent  to 
Mewry  for  five  conititutions,  and  going  on  regular  and  is  col- 
lediing  money  ; will  pay  as  foon  as  poliible  for  the  forwarding  the 
bulinefs  in  the  upj)er  part  of  the  county  of  Meath,  and  Kildare; 
Dr.  C q.  talve  irom  Newry  fittecn  con  fti  tut  ions,  to  the  county 
Kildare,  and  promifed  to  diitribiite  them  there  with  much  atten- 
tion ; the  delegates  thought  it  proper  to  give  in  the  fums  of  money 
fubfcribed  by  you  to  the  Provincial  Committee,  being  v/ell  aware 
ot  the  numerous  complaints  made  againft  yonr  county  for  negl.  cl- 
ing bringing  forward  money  rubferibed  monthly,;  the  Treafurer 
of  county  Louih  in  Dublin  ; coufity  of  Antrim  is  far  deficient 
refpecling  the  monthly  lubfcription,  for  the  county  Down  on  an 
average  pays  not  lefs  than  ninety  pounds  per  rnonth  to  prifoners 
and  provincial  county.  , 

Report  of  the  County  of  Antrim. 

Belfaft.  - 


Men  2,639 

526  Guns 
399  Bayonets 
"S8  Piftols 
567  Pikes 
12,130  Ball  Carth 
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15,953  Palls 
566  Powder 
6 Canons 
I Mortar 

County  total  23,059 
^ 2,659  Guns 

982  Bayonets 
204  Piftols 
2,348  Pikes 
8 5 Swords 
18,235  Ball  Car*. 
2,358  Balls 
6284-  Powder 
8 Canons 
I Mortar 


Paper  feized  and  identijied  by  Mr,  ElJifcn, 

No.  2. 

7th  December. 

2434  Men  reprcfonted  in  Belfafi; — ^48  guns^— 212  bayonets — 19 
pidols — 32  fwords — 120  pikes — 8027  rounds  of  ball  cartridge — 82 
pounds  of  powder — 16  fetts  of  belts  and  2f©rkes. 


COUNTY  REPORTS. 


20184  Men,  1179  guns,  255  bayonets,  35  piftols,  37  fwords, 
8743  ball-cartridge  in  the  feveral  baronies  reprefented  in  the  Coun- 
ty Committee  . - 

£.  s.  d. 


Upper  Belfa'fl: 
Lower  ditto 
Upper  Mazarecn 
Lower  ditto 
Upper  Antrim  ' 
Lower  ditto 
Upper  Toorn 
Lower  ditto 
Lower  Dunlufe 


paid  10  10  4 

I 8 II 

218 
14  15  9 
32  — 

5 I 4f 
3 8 3 
18  4 8 
I 14  I 


n|h  nH 
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Upper  Glenarm  - - _ 

Lower  Toom  paid  as  voluntary  fubfcriplion 


I lo  6 

4 I ^ 


/•6S  '8  7i 


The  above  money  was  paid  the  county  committee. 
PROVINCIAL  REPORTS. 


Voluntary. 

County  of 

19256 

s. 

d. 

s,  d. 

Antrim 

29 

17 

19 

17  6 

Downe 

1255b  1 i 

27 

2 

Derry 

gioo ; 1 ■' 
qoco  ] 5,  r 

16 

16 

loi 

Donegal 

2 

2 

4 

Tyrone 

6500  i 1,  i 

21 

12 

3 . 

12 

10  3 

Louth 

1300 1 |.j 

3 

6 

8 

Armagh 

2500  paid  nothing 

Monaghan 

2500  ditto 

Cavan 

800  ditto 

Meath 

1776  ditto 

Fermanagh 

1500  ditto 

5968H  men 

100 

18 

r 

2 

32 

7 9 

Your  Provincial  Committee  reported  that  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee did  not  a<R  properly,  in  confequence  of  which  your  Provin- 
cial (tripped  of  all  their  powers  and  dilfolved  them,  and  formed  a 
new  one  ; but  to  prevent  the  men  that  compofed  your  Ex.  C.  to 
have  any  exciife,  your  Provincial  C.  ele6ted  two-thirds  of  the  old 
members  for  three  months,  and  if  they  do  not  a£t  as  your  Provin- 
cial C.  thinks  right,  they  will  turn  them  out  and  put  new  ones  in- 
their  place — the  other  third  are  men  of  refpe61:ability  and  honour, 
and  they  come  under  your  Provincial  C.  infpedlion  and  are  account-, 
able  to  your  Provincial  C.  for  money  and  meafurcs ; fome  one 
handed  in  a report  to  pr.  as  follovrs:  recommending  to  U.  I — n 
to  be  very  circumfpedl:  in'  their  condiufl,  as  the  only  wifh  of  Go- 
vernment was  to  goad  us  into  infurreclion,  by  which  means  they 
would  have  it  in  their  power  to  put  us  down,  never  to  rife.,  at  lead 
fora  century,  and  likewife  we  have  paid  a great  deal  of  money  to 
the  people  in  goal  and  it  will  take  a large  fum  of  money  to  afTilL 
them  all  winter  ; we  requeftthe  Co“.  to  allow  us  to  take  our  fu- 
perior  officers  for  our  body  from  the  South,  of  the  bed  men,  but 
notwithdanding  the  treatment  your  Provincial  received  fiom  your 
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Ex.  C*.  your  prcxuncial  C.  afted  witii  great  caut ion  and  prudence  ; 
m confeqiience  ot  people  being  cuiappuinted  fo  often  in  coming 
irom  the  farthefl  parts  of  this  kingdom  to  Belrafi:  for  ccr;!titutlons, 
tl'.ey  allow  them  to  be  printed  in  three  parts  of  this  kingdom  ; 
they  recommend  to  all  U.  I — n not  to  buy  any  thing  from  defpots 
if  they  can  poflibly  help  it Your  proxincial  C.  earnedly  re- 
commends to  all  U.  I — n to  keep  from  intoxication they  pro- 

mifed  to  give  to  the  county  the  number  of  defenders  in  Ireland  — 
a defender  up  the  country  promifed  to  give  four  thoiifand  guineas 
for  the  life  of  the  U.  I — n,  and  all  he  afks  is  three  or  four  of  the 

U.  I — n as  fecurliy  for  that  luni. Reported  in  the  county  C. 

that  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  fummoned  the  tirlar  bilhop''', 
and  bribed  them  with  500  guineas,  and  dcfired  them  to  fummon 
the  prielis,  and  the  piicfh  for  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  hnd  out 
if  any  of  tlicir  hearers  was  U.  I — n,  or  held. any  converfarion  with 
the  like,  and  if  there  was  any  that  was,  or  did  fo,  to  excommu- 
nicate them  from  the  church. Your  county  C.  thinks  that  if 

there  is  any  U.  I — n on  the  jury  that  will  commit  any  of  the  pri-' 
foners  that  is  conrined  for  being  U.  I — n,  ought  to  lofe  their  ex- 

ifience The  Orange  men  in  the  county  of  Tyrone  are  taking 

the  arms  from  the  defenders. 

A member  of  your  county  C.  called  a meeting  of  the  fame  to 
petition  parliament  for  a reform  of  parliament,  but  ail  tlie  mem- 
bers except  a few  w^erc  iilterly  againil  any  fuch  thing. 

BELFAST,  BARONIAL  REPORTS. 

ift  battalion  of  military  came  to  a refolution  to  divide  into  divi- 
fions,  each  divifion  to  compofe  three  focieties,  and  out  of  them  to 
appoint  I captain,  2 lieutenants,  the  refi;  to  be  fergeants. 

Refolved,  That  the  6th  diviiion  gets  four  conflitution,  three  of 

them  to  fend  up  the  country. Refolved,  that  the  8 divifion  be 

granted  one  conilitution  for  the  80  fociety. Refolved,  that  the 

gd  divifion  be  granted  one  do.  for  the  prifoners  in  Garrick. 

Refolved,  that  the  20  fociety  be  granted  one  conllitution,  and 
No.  II,  for  them  fplit,  as  that  number  was  never  filled. Re- 

folved, that  no  fecretary  of  focieties  or  committees  give  any  reports 
they  may  receive  to  any  perfon  but  in  the  fociety  or  committee, 
and  if  any  perfon  be  prefent  not  belonging  to  faid  fociety  or  com- 
mittee, that  they  will  not  give  the  report  in  prefence  of  the  ffran- 
ger. 

Refolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  military  battalion  to  ap- 
point men  that  can  work  field-pieces. 

The  ift  divifion  recommended  to  all  focieties  not  to  have  any 
thing  10  fay  to  father  and  fon,  name  of  Proder,  fawyers. 
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Paper  writing , feizedand  identified  by  Mr,  Atkinfom 


No.  I. 

■ ' 

Provintial  Report, 

Prifoners. 

• i- 

j.  d. 

L 

s.  d. 

Antrim 

22039 

SO 

II  6j 

50 

II 

Dowm 

23769 

IS 

— 9j 

75 

— 

Derry 

- 10000 

— 

. 

— 



Armagh 

12273 

44 

10  

22 

15  — 

Donegal 

9648 

25 



15 

I I — 
^ 2 

Monaghan 

3075 

17 

4 6 

— 

— 

Tyrone 

12169 

22 

1 0 2 

1 1 

5 1 

Lowth 

3438 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cavan 

1 000 

— 

— — 

— 

— — = 

Fermanagh 

2000 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

9941 1 

234 

17  — 

174 

13 

For  8000  conffitutions 

- 

13  — 

To  the  Executive 

- 

— . 

”,  '' 

1 

1 00 

1 

17  — 

Ant  rimy  Armagh , Do 

zvn,  Lozuth. 

Guns 

Bayonets 

Piitols 

Swords 

Pikes 

2536 

465 

202 

Ball  Cartridge  Balls  Powder 

Cannon 

Blu 

nderbuffes 

20774 

31699 

1123 

8 

18 

1 Mortar 


The  reports  fooner  nor  ufual  on  account  of  our  friends  being  ex- 
pected foon  into  Bantry  ; government  is  ufing  all  means  in  their 
power  to  put  us  into  insurrection,  the  Executive  is  taking  proper 
meafuies  to  appoint  proper  officers.  Mitchel  the  cows  has  got 
him  in  Dublin.  No  peilbn  to  infult  yeomen  on  account  of  fome 
of  them  turning  out  ; fet  your  face  againft  bank  notes  and  excife 
bufinefs,  as  that  is  the  befl  means  to  harrafs  the  government ; the 
Executive  requelts  the  full  returns  of  men  and  arms  and  means  of 
defence  as  in  cafe  if  our  friends  not  coming,  but  there  is  no  danger 
for  to  no  our  own  ftrength.  Leinfler  commit,  on  Sunday  laff  met, 
but  we  could  have  no  return  of  provintial  report  that^each .county 
takes  it  to  account  to  make  friends  of  Catholics  and  Orange  men 
as  it  is  doing  a great  cfeil  of  good  in  Armagh. 

G 
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Antrim  22480 — 44I.  2s.  i^d. — -.Voluntary  203I.  i6s.  3|d. 


Guns  Bayonets  Piftols  Swords  Pikes  B.  Cartridge 
2675  1267  302  245  3610  19919 

Bails  Powder  Cannon  Mortar 
53869  goof  8 I 

Refolved,  that  each  county  member  brings  intelligance  how 
wifes  and  children  is  to  be  fupported. 

Refolved,  that  35I.  5s.  2-^d.  be  got  for  the  enfuing  month, 
tryal  of  friends  168I.  i is. 

£.  s,  d. 

Forward  to  provincial  committee  — — 34  2 6 

Provincial  expenfes  — — 5192 

Treafurer’s  hands  — 4 — 5^ 

44  2 I 


Three  perfons  in  each  divifional  comm,  to  fettle  any  bufmefs 
betwixt  united  I rifhmen,  upper  Tomb  reported,  Samuel  Anderfon, 
James  Murray,  Gilbert  Clark,  John  Harris  formed  a fecret  comm, 
to  dellroy  united  Irifh,  and  Harris  opened  the  plot  againft  the 
whole. 

Refolved,  that  Dundafs  Mil.  movement  or  other  publication 
lEould  be  read  by  Mil.  officers. 

Voluntary  subscription  from  ist  division  - 158  ii  5f 


Guineas. 

Do.  for  mounting  cannon 

- 

- 

26 

2 division  for  cannon 

- 

3 

9 division 

_ 

- 

10  do. 

. 

I 

Total  - 3 1 


Devlin  fand  llaughner-l 
Artilery  \ Militia  J 

Resolved,  that  voluntery  subscription  to  be  paid  next  meeting. 
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^ Papcr-ivriting  fcized  and  Identified  by  Mr.  Fox, 

No.  5. 

A report  from  the  military  committee  received  as  fuch  ; you 
are  to  let  the  officers  know  their  men  and  the  men  their  officers, 
and  do  not  fail  to  engage  them  in  a folemn  manner,  that  they 
nray  call  them  out  on  one  minute’s  warning,  and  they  may  by 
that  means  endeavour  to  fee  them  armed  in  the  moft  fpeedy 
manner:  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft,  for  the  grand  committee 
think  that  if  one  of  the  prifoners  we  let  them  be  hanged,  we 
Ihoiild  forfeit  our  intention  for  evermore ; for  we  know  not  the 
minute  we’ll  be  called  on  to  give  an  account ; for  our  friends  is 
hourly  expeded. 

P aper-’ivritlng  feized  and  identified  by  Mr.  Fox. 


No.  10. 


COUNTY  REPORTS,  nth  April,  1797. 


They  received  from  the  ariftocrats  of  Belfaft  374I.  4s.  6d. 
which  was  laid  out  as  follows : 

Paid  the  committee  appointed  to  attend  the  prifoners  of 
this  circuit  _ _ » 283  15  o 

Paid  into  the  hands  of  different  people  to  attend  the 

prifoners  out  of  this  circuit  - - 90  9 6 

374  4 6 

Received  from  the  focieties  of  this  county  as  a volun- 
tary fubfeription  - - - 356102 

w'hich  was  paid  to  the  committee  for  the  prifoners  ufe  ; the  pro- 
vincial reports  that  they  have  ufed  every  means  to  defend  the  pri- , 
loners  at  the  time  of  trial. 


Men.  Guns.  Bayonets.  Piftols.  Swords. 

22,716  2,948  1,536  417  397 

B.  (?^rtrid  ges.  Balls.  lbs.  Powder.  Canon. 

24,911  70^943  B230  8 . 


Pikes. 

4)888 

Mortar. 

i 


5^ 
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/. 

r. 

d. 

1- 

j. 

d.  1 ^ 

Belfad  Town  — 

482 

17 

6 

1 2 

I =1.: 

Upper  do.  — 

— 

38 

6 

A 

9 

2 

C.  D- 

Lower  do.  — 

— 

22 

6 

lof 



- sir 

Upper  Mafereene  — 

— 

9 

H 

irl 





- 1-1 

Lower  do.  — 

— . 

28 

1 2 

8 







Upper  Antrim  — 

— 

83 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Lower  do,  — 

— 

14 

10 

1| 





Upper  Toome  — 

— 

I 

— 

— 

j ►TS 

C cva 

Lower  do.  — 

— 

16 

16 

3 

I 0 

2 

Upper  Dunluce  — 

— 

3 

5 

9 

— i - S 

Lower  do.  — 

1 

16 

— ! S-g 

Upper  Glenarm  — - 

— 

18 

1 2 

3 

— 



— ' 1 § 

LowTr  do.  — 

— 

5 

2 

4i 

— 



— 1 ^3 

Kilconway  — 

— 

I 

6 

3 

— 

— 

• ^ ^ 

— i - 3 

Kerry  — — 

— 

4 

— 

— 

16 

^ j fu  ^ 

• 

0 1 

1 

°2 

28 

■ 

8f  si 

; ^ 

Refolved,  that  the  Provincial  form  a plan  for  the  fupport  of 
poor  families  ; that  they  get  us  the  number  of  Defenders  in  the 
kingdom  who  are  not  U.  1.  and  if  they  will  a6l  in  concert  with 

U.  I. 

Fulton  and  McCormick,  who  was  reported  fome  time  ago  to 
behave  improperly,  was  tried  and  found  innocent  of  that  charge. 
John  Kennedy  from  Crew,  brother-in-law  to  Hy.  Sinclair  of  N. 
llreet  in  Belfafl,  is  very  bad,  and  came  here  for  the  purpofe  of 
getting  information.  William  Pale,  a deferter,  Kinly  Shilock, 
blackfmith,  of  Duncathery,  Robert  M‘Clelland  from  Ballymena, 
and  John  Love,  an  attorney  of  do.  is  all  very  bad,  and  ought  to 
be  guarded  againfl. 

Refolved,  that  we  again  declare  it  highly  improper  to  hold  any 
communication  with  people  out  of  fociety,  without  they  are  wxll 
known. 

Refolved,  that  a committee  ^of  7 be  appointed  to  lay  out  the 
money  for  the  piifoners  to  the  amount  of  200I. — 66  conditutions 
was  granted  at  this  meeting. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  focietles  that  Is  wealthy  to  enter 
into  a voi.  fub.  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  our  poor  fellow? 
gitizens. 
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Pciper-ivrltlng  feizcd  and  identified  ly  Lt.  EUifion, 
No.  I. 

nth  April,  1797. 

COUNTY  REPORT. 


Men.  Guns.-  Bayonets.  Pifiols.  Swords. 


Antrim.  22,716 

2,248 

[H  417 

3*53 

Piflols.  Pikes. 

363  4,88K 

Subfcrlption. 

Town  Belfall 

482 

17 

6 

Upper  do. 

‘ — 

— . 

Lower 

22 

6 

lOj 

Upper  IVIazerlne 

14 

I [ 

Lower  do. 

26 

12 

10 

Upper  Antrim 

83 

12 

— 

Lower  do. 

14 

h3  ■ 

Upper  I'oom 

14 

I 

' 2 

Lower 

16 

16 

4 

Upper  Dinlufe 

3 

5 

7 

Lower  do. 

I 

16  - 

Upper  Glenarm 

iB 

12 

3 

Lower  do. 

5 

2 

4 

Kilconoury 

- I 

6 

3 

Keary 

4 

— 

7 

Total 

<’93 

8 

9i 

< 

A voluntary  fubfeription  got  from  araflorrick 

374 

4 

6 

Paid  to  the  North  weft 

Sirkiet 

- 

- 

QO 

9 

6 

To  do.  the'Norih  eft  do. 

- 

- 

283 15 

4 ' 

Recommended  to  the  Provenfa]  Ct.  to  form  a plan  of  provifion 
for  poor  mens  familys  during  our  exhorlhings  in  the  held.  Fulton 
and  M‘Cormick  ahrs  is  fett’eri.  Jiio.  brother-in-low  to  Hy.  Sin- 
clair from  Crew,  Kinly  Slierlic':  Dimanry  is  a bad  man  and  is 
wery  dangeries  to  the  caiife.  John  Love  belly  moner  a bad  man 
very  dangers  to  the  caufe.  A ri'-..  ion  we  again  declare  it  that 
it  higldy  improper  to  hold  any  • unication  with  perfons  out 
of  fociety,  not  novs  ing  them  ;-0  bv-  regular  members.  Refolved 
that  n members  . >ut  of  this  . be  e’''''fen,  he  will  be  appointed, 
he  fhall  have  tull  power  to  vof  ■ wri/  any  fumsof  money  not  exeding 
2col.  if  in  your  haialr,  if  in  btere  fia^ds  for  the  leport  of  the  pro- 
veijlal  priiin..rs  Lalt  meeting  ■ Ct.  voted, away.  ' ; - 

Eeroniel,  Refolveci  that  ■ - js  recommended  to  the  differeiyt  fo- 
cietys  (hat  able  to  enie  i to  a voluntary  fubfeription  for  the  ufe 
of  arming  thofe  that  is  not  able. 
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That  thefe  reports  are  generally  circulated  through  the  focieties 
(Ap.  No.  III.)  is  farther  proved  by  a paper  taken  by  a magiftrate 
in  a diftant  part  of  the  county  of  Antrim  ; and  another  paper  taken 
in  the  county  of  Down,  near  Portaferry,  (Ap.  No.  IV.J  from  a 
perfon  who  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  a fecretary,  on  or  about 
the  8th  of  November.  The  time  of  their  forming  themfelv^es  into 
military  bodies  is  afcertained  by  this  paper  ; and  it  is  to  be  obferved 
that  the  yeomanry  corps  eflablilhed  by  parliament  about  the 
fame  time,  were  refifted  and  oppofed  in  thofe  parts  of  the  king- 
dom v/herethe  United  I rilh men  appeared  to  have  been  mod  a6live. 

It  appears  from  a variety  of  evidence  that  no  means  are  negledded 
for  edabliflaing  their  conditution,  and  enforcing  an  obedience  to 
their  laws  ; that  contributions  are  levied  to  defray  the  expenfes  of 
the  fociety  ; that  threats  and  intimidations  are  employed  againd 
witnedes  and  jury- men,  as  a means  to  prevent  their  aflbciates  from 
being  brought  tojiidice;  and  that  a committee  is  appointed  to  de- 
fray the  expenfes  of  defending  fuch  as  are  biought  to  trial,  or  are 
in  prifon  ; that  the  adidance  of  the  French  is  expelled,  and  held 
forth  as  negotiated  for ; that  at  Belfad  alone  exid  8o  focieties  at 
lead  ; and  that  emidaries  are  employed  to  extend  thefe  focieties  ; 
that  arms  and  ammunition  are  pro'cured,  pikes  bought,  officers 
appointed,  military  difcipline  recommended  and  enforced  by  oaihs 
to  be  taken  by  officers  and  men  ; (Ap.  No.  V.)  provifion  for  the 
families  of 'their  fociety,  during  their  exertions  in  the  held  ; that 
fufpeded  perfons  are  brought  to  account  for  their  aclions,  and  it 
has  been  dated  in  evidence,  that  a tribunal  is  appointed  tor  this 
purpofe,  who  try  the  offenders  in  their  abferice,  and  determine  their 
punifhmcnt  even  to  death. 

The  committee  forbear  from  dating  individual  indances  of  out- 
rage and  adaffination  which  have  appeared  to  them  in  evidence,  as 
they  may  become  the  fubjetds  of  trial  in  the  courts  of  judice;  and 
for  the  fame  reafon  your  committee  refrain  from  dating  the  parol 
evidence  that  has  been  laid  before  them,  refpeeding  the  attempts  to  ' 
feduce  the  military  ; the  committee  think  it  their  duty  to  date  the 
fact  of  fuch  attempts  having  been  made,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
reprefent,  that  in  their  opinion  thofe  attempts  are  fo  far  from  hav- 
ing been  attended  with  th.e  fuccefs  that  was  expected  by  tiiofe  who 
praitifed  them,  that  the  committee  feel  themfelves  fully  warranted 
in  expreding  the  firmed  reliance  on  the  zeal  and  loyahy  of  his  Ma- 
jedy’s  troops. 

Your  committee  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  numbers  of  the 
perfons  dated  in  the  returns  of  the  feveral  counties,  are  confiderably 
overrated;  for  it  has  been  dated  to  them  in  evidence,  that  every, 
artifice  is  ufed  to  keep  up  their  fpirits  by  exaggerated  reports  of 
their  drength  and  power. 

Upon  the  whole,  dangerous  and  alarming  as  this  confpiracy  ap- 
pears to  be,  your  committee  is  induced  to  believe  the  degrees  of 
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criminality  in  the  individuals  who  compofe  it,  are  very  different, 
as  it  appears  to  have  been  a principle  with  the  authors  of  this  in- 
{iitution,  to  cloak  their  real  deiign  under  falfe  colours. 

At  the  fame  time  your  committee  think  it  ncceffary  to  flate  as 
their  decided  opinion,  upon  a review  of  the  whole  evidence  that 
has  been  laid  before  the  commitiee,  that  a complete  revolution  and 
confifeation  of  property,  and  the  eflabliffment  of  * a Republick 
upon  French  principles,  are  the  real  objects  of  tins  confpiracy, 
and  not  an  amelioration  of  the  p’.efent  conftitution 

From  the  importance  of  the  matter  contained  in  this  report, 
your  committee  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  lofe  no  time  in  laying 
it  before  the  houfc,  and  are  proceeding  in  their  enquiries. 


^he  following  Papers  are  annexed  to  the  foregoing 


No.  I. 


**  In  the  prefent  great  sra  of  reform,  when  unjiiO:  governments 
**  are  falling  in  every  quarter  of  Europe,  when  religious  perfecu- 
“ tion  is  compelled  to  abjure  her  tyranny  over  confcience,  when 
“ the  rights  of  man  are  afeertained  in  theory,  and  that  theory  fub- 
**  {lantiated  by  pra£Ilce,  when  antiquity  can  no  longer  defend  ab- 
“ furd  and  oppreffve  forms  againfl  the  common  fenfe  and  common 
‘‘  interefts  of  mankind,  when  all  government  is  acknowledged  to 
“ originate  from  the  people,  and  to  be  fo  far  only  obligatory  as  it 
“ protects  their  rights,  and  promotes  their  w’elfare,  we  think  it  our 
“ duty,  as  IrilFmen,  to  come  forward  and  date  what  we  feel  to 
be  our  heavy  grievance,  and  what  we  know  to  be  its  effe61:uai  re~ 
medy. 

We  have  no  National  Governivient. 

We  are  ruled  by  Englllhmen,  and  the  fervants  of  Engllflimen, 
‘‘  filled  as  to  commerce  and  politics  with  the  fhort-fighted  and  ig- 
norant  prejudices  of  their  country,  and  thefe  men  have  the  whole 
“ of  the  power  and  patronage  of  Ireland  as  means  to  feduce  and 
“ to  fubdiie  the  honefty  and  the  fpirit  of  her  reprefentatives  in  the 
“ legillature.  Such  an  extrinfic  power,  a(ffing  with  uniform  force 
in  a diredlion  too  frequently  oppofite  to  the  true  line  of  our  ob- 
“ vious  interefis,  can  be  refilled  with  effecfl  folely  by  unanimity^  de^ 
“ dfioriy  and  fpirit  in  the  people,  qiialirtes  which  may  be  exerted 
‘‘  mod  legally,  conllitutionally,  and  efficacioufly,  by  that  great 
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“ meafure,  efTential  to  the  profperlty  and  freedom  of  Ireland,  A 
“ mere  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 

“ We  do  not  here  mention  as  a grievance  the  reje6Iion  of  a 
“ place  bill,  of  a penfion  bill,  of  a rerponfibllity  bill,  the  fale  of 
“ peerages  in  one  houfe,  the  corruption  publickly  avowed  in  the 
“ other,  nor  the  notorious  infamy  of  borough  traffic  between  both  : 
not  that  we  do  not  feel  their  enormitv,  but  that  we  confider 
them  but  as  fymptoms  of  that  mortal  difeafe  which  corrodes  the 
vitals  of  our  conicitution,  and  leaves  to  the  people,  in  their  own 
“ government,  but  a fhadow  of  the  name. 

“ Impreded  with  thefe  fentiments,  we  the  underfigned  have 
“ agreed  to  lorm  an  affiociation,  to  be  called 

‘‘  and  we  do  pledge  ourfelves  as  citizens 

and  as  foldiers  to  oilr  country,  and  mutually  to  each  other,  that 
we  will  fteadily  fupport  and  endeavour,  by  all  due  means,  to 
carry  into  effedl  the  following  refolutioiiLS  : ^ 

“ lit.  Refolved,  that  the  conititution  of  Ireland  exifts  only  in 
“theory,  inalmuch  as  the  people  are  deprived  of  their  natural 
“ weight  in  the  fcale  of  government,  becaufe  they  are  not  duly  re- 
“ prefented  in  parliament,  and  therefore  that  a more  general  ex- 
“ tenfion  of  the  elective  franchife  is  indifpenfably  neceifary. 

“ 2d.  Refolved,  that  the  weight  of  Engliffi  influence  in  the 
**  government  of  this  country  is  fo  great,  as  to  require  a cordial 
union  among  the  people,  to  maintain  that  balance  w'hich  is  ef- 
“ lential  to  the  prefervalion  of  our  liberties,  and  the  extenfion  of 
“ our  commerce. 

“ 3d.  Refolved,  that  fatisfied  as  we  are  that  the  true  greatnefs 
**  and  happinefsof  Ireland  can  arife  folely  from  a complete  internal 
“ union  of  all  her  people ^ we  lament  themiftaken  policy  which  has 
“ fo  long  divided  them,  and  that  we  lhall  heartily  co-operate  in  all 
“ meafures  tencflng  to  the  abo'ifion  of  diflin£tions  between  Irilh- 
“ men,  equally  iiu/idious  and  unjuft,  and  which  have  been  uni- 
“ formly  the  fuurce  of  weaknefs,  and  raifery,  and  difgrace  to  the 
“ country. 

“ Such  are  the  refoliitions  which  we  propofe,  as  fundamental 
“ principles  ; have  gone  to  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  root  of 
“ the  evil,  v^'e  have  Hated  wliat  we  conceive  to  be  the  remedy. — 
With  a reformed  parliament  every  thing  is  eal’y,  without  it  no- 
“ thir.f>;  can  be  done,  unlefs  by  means  too  violent  for  the  good 
“ people  of  this  country,  if  not  provoked  beyond  human  fufferance 
“ even  to  ih.ink  on. 

“ And  we  do  call  on,  and  inofl  earneflly  exhort,  our  brethren 
“ THE  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  who  may,  eflablilh, 

“ as  they  have  in  theory  reilortd  the  independence  of  their  native 
“ land  : We  call  upon  our  coiinwymen  in  general,  to  follow  our 
“ example,  and  to  form  fimilar  focieties  in  every  quarter  at  the 
“ kingdom,  for  the  promotion  of  conflituiional  knowledge,  and 
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the  dlfpenfation  of  genuine  whig  principles  ; the  people  when  thus 
“ colleded,  will  feel  their  own  w'eight,  and  fecure  that  power 
which  theory  has  already  admitted  as  their  portion,  and  to  which, 
“ if  they  be  not  aroufed  by  their  prefeiit  provocations  to  vindicate 
“ it,  they  deferve  to  forfeit  their  pretenlions  tor  EVER. 


‘‘  The  foregoing  contain  my  true  and  fmeere  opinion  of  the 
date  of  this  country,  fo  far  as  In  the  prejent  jim£iure  it  may  be 
advljeable  to  publijh  it.  They  certainly  fall  Ihort  of  the  truth, 
“ but  truth  itfeU  muft  fometimes  cond^feend  to  temporize:  My 
unalterable  opinion  is,  that  the  bane  of  Iriih  profperity  is  in  the 
“ influence  of  England  : I believe  that  influence  will  ever  be  ex- 
“ tended,  while  the  connexion  between  the  countries  continues  ; 
“ neverthelefs,  as  I know  that  opinion  is,  for  the  prejent  ^ too  hardy, 
though  a very  little  time  may  eftablilh  it  univerfally,  I have  not 
‘‘  made  it  a part  of  the  refolutions;  I have  only  propofed  to  fet  up 
a reformed  parliament  as  a barrier  againfl;  that  mifehief  which 
every  honed  man  that  wnll  open  his  eyes,  mud  fee  in  every  in- 
“ dance,  overbears  the  intered  of  Ireland  : I have  not  faid  one 
“ word  that  looks  like  a wilh  for  feparation^  though  I give  it  to 
‘‘  you  and  your  friends  as  my  mod  decided  opinion,  that  fuch  an 
“ event  would  be  a regeneration  to  this  country 

“ I have,  you  wdll  fee,  alluded  to  the  refolutions  of  the  PFhlg 
‘‘  Cluby  and  I have  differed  with  them  in  degree  only^  that  is,  I 
“ think,  and  I am  fure,  they  do  not  go  far  enough---//;*?^  are  not 
ftneere  friends  to  the  popular  Caufe—-\'\\^y  dread  the  people  as  much 
‘‘  as  the  Cadle  does.  It  may  be  objecled  that  an  implied  ditfer- 
‘‘  ence  of  fentiment  between  them  and  the  people  will  weaken  both 
“ — I think  otherwife.  It  they  do  not  join  you  in  fupportinga  re- 
“ form  in  pailiament,  they  do  not  deferve  fupport  themVelves:  Ap- 
“ ply  the  touchdone  ; if  they  Hand  the  trial,  well  ; if  they  fail, 

“ they  are  falfe  and  hollow,  arid  the  fuoner  they  are  detected,  the  ' 
“ better.  What  fignifies  peddling  wdth  their  fiiperficial  meafures? 
They  are  goo<\  Jo  far  ns  they  gOf  Eut  for  the  people  to  fpend  their 
drength  in  puifuit  of  fuch,^  would  be  jud  as  wife  as  for  a man  , 
‘‘  who  has  a mortification  in  hisbo  .vels,  to  be  very  folicitous  about 
**  a plaider  for  his  fore  finger.— To  be  candid,  I dare  fay  that  my 
“ Lord  Charlemont,  and  i am  pretty  fure  that  Mr.  Grattan  would 
‘‘  hefitate  very  much  at  the  refolutions  which  I fend  ; but  I only 
“ beg  you  will  difiTuf's  your  refpect  for  great  names  ; read  over  the 
refolutions  and  wEat  I have  now  faid,  and  then  determine  im- 
‘‘  partially  between  us.  I have  alluded  to  the  Catholics,  butfo  re- 
“ motely,  as  I hope  not  to  alarm  the  mod  cautious  Protedant ; it 
is  wicked  nonfeufe  to  talk  of  a reform  in  Ireland,  in  which  they 
Ihall  not  have  their  due  lhare.  ■ 
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"V: 

I have,  in  the  third  refoiutlon  conceded  very  far  indeed  to 
“ what  I confider  as  vulgar  and  Ignorant  prejudices  : Look  at 
“ France  and  America  ; the  Pope  burnt  in  effigy  at  Paris  ; the 
Englilh  Catholics  at  this  very  hour  feceding  from  his  church  : 
A thoufand  arguments  croud  on  me,  but  it  is  unneceffiary  here 
to  dwell  on  them.  1 hope  you  will  find  this  refolution  fiiffici- 
**  ently  guarded  and  cool.  I have  been  purpofely  vague  and  inde- 
**  finite,  and  I^piufi  fay,  men  who  would  feek  a reform,  and  omit 
that  indilpenlable  ftep,  have  different  notions,  both  of  expediency 
“ and  juflice,  from  any  that  I can  conceive. 

“ 1 think  the  bell  opportunity  for  publifliing  them  will  be  on 
the  14th  July.  I learn  there  is  to  be  a commemoration  of  the 
French  Revolution,  that  morning  liar  of  liberty  to  Ireland.  The 
“ Volunteers,  if  they  approve  of  the  plan,  may  then  adopt  it,  and 
1 have  fo  wrirded  it,  as  td  leave  them  an  opportunity  ; 1 have 
‘‘  left,  as  you  fee,  a blank  for  the  name,  which  I am  clearly  of 
opinion  fhould  be  The  Society  of  United  Irilhmen.” 


No.  II. 

Declaration  of  a Society,  calling  thcmJeJves  a Society  f United  Irifh- 
men  in  Dublin,  ^th  November  1791,  being  fmilar  to  that  of  a So- 
ciety in  BeJfaJi. 

IN  the  prefent  great  rera  of  reform,  when  iinjufl  governments 
are  tailing  in  every  quarter  of  Europe,  when  religious  perfecution 
is  compelled  to  abjure  her  tyranny  over  confcience,  when  the 
rights  of  men  are  afcertalncd  in  theory,  and  that  theory  fub- 
flantlated  by  practice,  when  antiquity  can  no  longer  defend  ab- 
furd  and  opprellive  forms  againfl  the  common  fenfe  and  common 
interefls  of  mankind,  vvheni  all  government  is  acknowledged  to 
originate  from  the  people,  and  to  be  fo  far  only  obligatory  as  it 
protedls  their  rights  and  promotes  their  welfare ; we  think  it  our 
duty,  as  Irifhmicn,  to  come  forward  and  (late  what  we  feel  to  be 
‘‘  our  heavy  grievance,  and  what  we  know  to  be  its  effedlual  re- 
medy. 

‘‘  We  have  no  National  Government. 

We  arc  ruled  by  Engliflimen  and  the  fervants  of  Engliflimen, 
whofe  objecl  is  the  interefl  of  another  country,  whofe  iiiflrumcnt 
is  corruption,  whofe  flrength  is  the  weaknefs  of  Ireland,  and 
thefe  men  have  the  whole  of  the  power  and  patronage  of  the 
**  country  as  means  to  feduce  and  fubdue  the  honefty  and  the  fpirit* 
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<<  of  her  reprefentatives  in  the  legiUature.  Such  an  extrlnfic  power, 
“ ad  mg  with  uniform  force  in  a diredion  too  frequently  oppofitc 
to  the  true  line, of  our  obvious  interefts,  can  be  refilled  with 
“ efted  folely  by  unanimity,  decifion  and  fpirit  in  the  people,  qua- 
lities  which  maybe  exerted  ^moll  legally,  conftitutionally  and 
efficacioully  by  that  great  meafure  elfenilal  to  the  profperity  and 
“ freedom  of  Ireland — An  equal  Reprefentation  of  all  the  People 
“ in  Parliament. 

‘‘  We  do  not  here  mention  as  grievances,  therejedion  of  a place 
“ bill,  of  a penlion  bill,  of  a relponriblllty  bill,  the  fale  of  peerages 
in  one  houfe;  the  corruption  publickly  avowed  in  .the  other,  nor 
“ the  notorious  infamy  of  borough  tratfic  between  both  : not  that 
we  are  infenlible  of  their  enormity,  but  that  we  conlider  them 
as  but  fymptoms  of  that  mortal  difeafe  which  corrodes  the  vitals 
“ of  our  conilitution,  and  leaves  to  the  people  in  their  own  govern* 
“ merit  but  the  fkadow  of  a name. 

‘‘  Imprelfed  with  thefe  fentiments,  we  have  agreed  to  form  an 
aifociai  ion,  to  be  called  The  Society  of  United  Irilhmen  ; and  wc 
do  pledge  ourfelves  to  our  country,  and  mutually  to  each  other, 
“ that  we  will  Ileadily  fupport  and  endeavour  by  all  due  means  to 
carry  into  dfed  the  following  relolutions  ; 

“ I.  Refolved,  that  the  weight  of  Englidi  influence  in  the  Go- 
“ vernment  of  this  country  is  lb  great  as  to  require  a cordial  union 
“ among  All  the  People  of  Ireland,  to  maintain  that  balance,  which 
“ is  elfential  to  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties  and  the  extenflon  of 
our  commerce. 

**  2.  "I'hat  the  foie  conflitutional  mode  by  w’hich  this  influence 
“ can  be  oppofed  is  by  a com.plete  and  radical  reform  of  the  repre- 
“ fentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 

“ 3.  That  no  reform  is  pradicable,  efficacious  or  jufi  which  fliall 
‘‘  not  include  Irilhmen  of  every  religious  perfuaflon. 

“ Satisfied  as  w^e  are  that  the  intefliuedivifions  among  Irifhmen 
“ have  too  often  given  encouragement  and  impunity  to  audacious 
and  corrupt  admlnilfrations  in  meafures  which  but  for  thefe  di- 
**  vifions  they  durfl  not  have  attempted,  we  fubmit  our  refolutions, 
“ to  the  nation  as  the  bafis  of  our  political  faith. 

“We  have  gone  to  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  root  of  the  evil ; 
“ we  have  dated  wffiat  we  conceive  to  be  the  remedy  : with  a parlia- 
“ ment  thus  reformed  every  thing  is  eafy  ; without  it  nothing  can 
“ be  done  ; and  w^e  do  call  on  and  moft  earneftly  exhort  our  coun- 
“ trymen  in  general  to  follow  our  example,  and  form  fimilar  fo- 
“ cieties  in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  for  the  promotion  of 
“ conflitutional  knowdedge,  the  abolition  of  bigotry  in  religion 
and  politics,  and  the  equal  diflribution  of  the  Rights  of  Man 
“ throughout  all  fedfs  and  denominations  of  Irifhmen. 

“ The  people,  when  thus  colledled,  will  feel  their  own  weight, 
“ and  fecure  that  power  which  theory  has  already  admitted  as  their 
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“ portion,  and  to  which,  if  they  be  not  aroufed  by  their  prefent 
“ provocations  to  vindicate  it,  they  deferve  to  forfeit  their  preteri- 
lions  for  ever. 

‘‘  JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY,  Secretary.” 

TEST. 

I,  A.  B.  in  the  pre fence  of  God,  do  pledge  myfelf  to  my 
“ country  that  I will  ufe  all  my  abilities  and  influence  in  theattain- 
ment  of  an  impartial  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  the  Irifh 
“ nation  in  parliament;  and  as  a means  of  abfolute  and  immediate 
‘‘  necelfity  in  the  elfablifhment  of  this  chief  good  of  Ireland,  I will 
endeavour  as  much  as  lies  in  my  ability  to  forward  a brotherhood 
‘‘  of  alredlion,  an  identity  of  interefts,  a communion  of  rights  and 
“ an  union  of  powei  among  Irillimen  of  all  religious  perlualions, 
“ without  which  every  reform  in  parliament  mull:  be  partial,  not 
national,  inadequate  to'  the  wants,  delunve  to  the  wifhes,  and 
infufficient  for  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  this  country.” 

No.  III. 

Paper-writing  taken  by  a Magijirate  in  a dijiant  Part  of  the  County 

^of  Antrim. 


Minutes  of  the  County  Proceedings. 


U.  B. 

Men. 

Guns. 

Pill. 

Pks. 

Balls. 

Powder. 

I 5C0 

191 

5 

700 

3000 

7 

Town  do. 

2639 

526 

88 

567 

28083 

569 

L.  B. 

1088 

197 

24 

60 

1550 

12 

U.  A. 

1801 

200 

— 

435  Bay 

I 60 

L.  A. 

1800 

105 

— 

U.  M. 

1540 

30 

1 1 

40 

- 

U.  T. 

. 1844 

239 

14 

65 

L.  T. 

2074 

361 

24 

2074 

U.  D. 

2000 

300 

3000 

L.  D, 

1521 

30 

10 

U.  G. 

722 

'156 

19 

42 

27 

L.  G. 

950, 

20 

10 

6 

K. 

392 

42 

C. 

1030 

62 

Total  — 

■ 22039 

2659 

205 

2848 

42520 

628X 

Cannon, 

eight  6 pounders. 
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T.  B.  i^L  13s.  8|d.  U.  B.  12I.  7s.  4d.  X.  B.  i8s.  — |d. 
U.  A.  3I.  5s.  I id.  L.  A.  2I.  6s.  2s.  L.  M.  U.  M.  il.  15s.  6d. 
U.  T.  81.  17s  8d.  L.  T.  — . L.  D.  2I.  9s.  6d.  L.  D.  U.  G. 
L.  G.  K.  10s.  C.  il.  14s-  i-|.  Total  paid  in,  46!  8s.  4d. 

C.  Antrim  20942.  D.  15000.  Derry  10000  T.  6600  Ar. 
4000  M.  3200.  Doid.  5088.  Cavil!  1000.  Meath  1776. 
Per.  2000.  Louth  2600. — Total,  72206.  An.  7 81.  6s.  8d. 
D.  40I.  Derry  81.  5s.  9d.  Ar.  7!.  8s.  5d.  Don.  9I.  9s,  7d. 
Total  144I.  2s.  ij^d.  Calh  paid  to  Anfiim  Prifioners  78I.  6s,  8d. 
D.  III.  7s.  6d.  Ty.  7I.  19s.  3d.  Delegates  2I.  5s.  6d.  Total 
99I.  183.  lid.  Ball"®  44I.  3s.  2^d. 

Provincial  Returns. 

Countys  formed  into  a notlP.  P.  C.  vix.  Ki’Id^. 

Dub.  Co.  D.  D.  Cy.  above  Co.  are  Grgan‘*.  D.  dowing  well,  D. 
Cy.  divided  into  4.  Did.  yr.  Ex.''®,  give  no  other  report  then  the 
organ^.  of  the  above  not  having  latly  met  a report  to  be  given  from 
P,  Corn*®,  next  meeting.  Newry  citz.  have  been  very  gen”,  their 
privets  fubfcrip“.  are  21.  U.  o.  befides  large  voP’.  fub""®  to  their 
Co.  have  employ’d  delP'  to  go  to  Cavan  and  Letrim  Cos.  are 
formed  and  doing  will,  expence  17s.  Cap.  St.  Legar  of  24  dra- 
goons confind  in  Ar.  jail  for  Ex'®,  com.  D.  Ball,  fent  to  him  to 

q 

didribute  a*  wife  and  4 chil“.  pay  taken  from  him.  WTen  Co. 
expences  are  pd.  Ball  are  to  go  to  the  P.  Com^®.  a number  of  men 
taken  from  Co.  Tyrone  w'as  Co.  mem”.  Total  25.  ygs.  for  their 
fupport  voted,  and  they  promife  redit".  next  month.  The  Kilrea 
budnefs  to  be  recommended  to  the  P.  Com*®®,  for  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Bridow  of  B.  knows  our  provinch  meetings  too  well.  Armagh 
appointed  a com*®®  of  5 to  take  care  of  their  prifioners.  Co.  Mon. 
have  cad!  in  hand.  Co.  D.  50  cond.  from  T.  of  Newry  and  col- 
ledling  mony  fad  wL.  will  fhortly  be  pd.  in  D.  forwarding  the 
bufinefs  to  Meath  and  Killdear,  i5cond’‘®.  fent  to  do.  place. 
The  Co.  Ant.  at  this  time  is  dcffice*.  in  their  fubferip”.  Co.  Down 
pays  90I.  m.  to  the  pris”.  and  to  the  P.  Com*®.  The  prifioners 
in  Cari(^  29  are  paid  i gain,  each  for  2 lad  months.  2 G. 
Coats  by  a Mrs.  McClellan  to  poor  foP.  and  9 guis.  to  9 of 
pooreft  fort. 
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U.  Iridimen  are  warned  not  to  cut  timber  that  does  not  belong 
to  themfelvcs  on  any  acc^  for  if  the  be  profecuted  for  the  fame 
they  will  not  meet  with  any  fupport  whatever,  as  it  brings  a re- 
proach on  the  caufe.  They  are  alfo  warned  ag®*.  partial  infur- 
redhons  of  every  kind,  but  to  be  obedient  to  the  prefent  laws  by 
a prudent  and  fober  condudi,'  for  by  prefevering  in  union  w’c  will 
at  length  work  our  own  freedom  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition.  As  foon 
as  the  South  is  properly  organ**,  a National  Convention  wdll  be 
eftablifhed,  w'hich  is  expedted  foon  to  take  place. 

Equal  Liberty  and  Juhic  is  the  Equality  only  to  be  fought  by  us. 


No.  IV. 

Paper-writing  ialen  near  Portaferry,  In  the  County  of  Down,  on  or 
about  ^th  November,  1796. 


At  a Baronial  Meeting,  Odlober  2 2d,  the  County  and  Provincial 

Returns,  &c. 


Low^er  Caftlereigh 

- 3020 

Upper  Caftlereigh 

1098 

Kilnarty  - - - 

1299 

Differin  - - - 

- 570 

Ards  - - - - 

-.2475 

Upper  Iveigh 

1165 

Low’er  Iveigh  - 

- 1327 

Lecale  - - - 

- - 62  ^ 

Down  - 

1 1016 

Cafh  received  22I. 

3s.  2d.  paid  of 

that 

is 

CO 

00 

' 

— 16  5 

Voted  for  the  relief  of 

the  Prifoners 

14  15  9 

19—5 
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Provincial  Returns  as  follows  : 


Antrim 

1500 

f - 47 

15 

6 

Derry 

- 3696 

Tyrone 

- 4355 

13 

I 

7 

3+067 

20 

9 

6 

Down  Sep^  cadi 

I I 

2 

6 

In  Trea®“.  hands 

5 

6 

I 

Rem®,  in  Province 

9714  8 The  whole  of  which 

was  voted  to  the 
Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


Reports  in  the  following  Places  : 


Donegal  - v 

Armagh 

Louth 

Monaghan 

Cork 

Meath 

Weftmeath 

Kildare  ^ 

Dublin 


2000 
1 000 
1 600 
1000 
1600 


16000 


Total  57267 


Refolved  on  the  following  word  and  fign  : the  under  button  of 
the  waiftcoat  to  be  taken  out  with  the  right  hand,  faying  “'See.” 

Anfwer.  Take  out  two  under  buttons  with  left  hand,  faying 
« What.” 

Report  of  the  Selecl  Committee,  Refolutions,  &c. 

Refolved,  that  one  committee  for  this  county  be  fufficient  ; one 
Delegate  to  be  fent  from  each  divifion  of  baronies. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  recommended  to  the  different  focieties  to 
enter  into  liberal  fubferiptions,  for  by  the  monthly  fubferiptions  for 
the  relief  of  our  friends  prifoners  in  this  county  gaol,  as  a fafe 
communication  is  found  thereto. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  recommended  to  the  divifions  of  baronies, 
focietys,  &c.  to  form  themfelves  into  military  bodies,  and  chufc 
their  own  officers. 
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, Refolved,  that  at  this  very  alarming  period  cf  profcription  by 
tyrants,  vve  fhould  more  than  ever  perfevere  in  forwarding  that 
brotherhood  of  afFedion  we  fo  folemnly  pledged  ourfelves  to,  and 
to  be  pundfual  in  paying  finance,  viz.  one  penny  each  member  per 
month. 

Communications.  Four  new  focieties  organized  in  Scotland  ; 
eight  more  conftitutions  left ; formed  a baronial  committee. 
County  Kerry  militia  required  one  hundred  conllitutions  for 
their  own  ufe  ; a few  conltitutiOns  in  Downlhire,  and  a good 
many  united. 

Moved  and  feconded,  that  thirteen  guineas  of  this  county  money 
recei  /ed  to-day  be  given  to  our  county  fecretary,  to  be  paid  to 
the  relief  of  our  friends  prifoners,  according  to  their  different 
neceflities. 

Moved  and  feconded,  for  inftriidfions  to  provincial  delegates  to 
move  at  their  firft  committee  that  the  Provincial  Executive  Com- 
mittee do  be  empowered  to  carry  on  the  trials  of  all  our  friends  i.n 
the  different  counties  who  are  there  profecuted. 

As  foon  as  our  friends  arrived  in  Dublin  there  was  a deputation 
came  to  Belfaft  to  know  if  they  Ihould  be  liberated,  as  they  had  it 
in  their  power. 

Report  of  a frnuggler  out ; if  fhe  arrive  fafe  there  will  be 
plenty  of 

Adjourned  until  ' in  at  the  houfe 

of  . at  the  hour  of  ten  o’clock. 

No.  V. 

Pap er -writing  feized  and  identified  by  Mr.  FoXy  No.  4* 

“ I,  A.  B.  do  voluntarily  fwear  that  I will  not  call  upon  this 
fodety  but  when  regularly  called  upon  by  my  fuperior  officers, 
and  that  I will  be  true  and  honed  to  the  men  under  my  com* 
mand.” 

Paper-writing  feized  and  identified  by  Mr.  FoXy  No.  6. 

I,  A.  B.  do  voluntarily  fwear  that  I will  turn  out  when  regu- 
larly  called  on  by  my  officers,  and  that  I will  obey  them  in  all 
“ that  is  lawful,  and  not  otherwdfe.” 
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Report  frm  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  1797. 
My  Lords, 

THE  Lords  Committees  appointed  to  examine  the  matters  of 
the  fealed-up  papers  received  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the 
4th  inftant,  and  to  report  the  fame  as  they  (hould  appear  to  them 
to  the  Houfe,  having  carefully  examined  the  papers  referred  to 
them,  and  compared  the  faid  papers  with  the  report  made  by  the 
Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; and  having  re- 
ceived and  invedigated  fuch  farther  evidence  as  they  thought  in 
prudence  they  were  called  upon  to  examine,  have  come  to  an  una- 
mous  refolution  immediately  to  report  to  your  Lordlhips,  that  they 
are  fully  fatisfied  and  convinced,  from  the  evidence  laid  before 
them,  that  a traitorous  and  alarming  confpiracy  has  been  formed, 
and  that  fundry  acSis  have  been  done  in  purfuance  thereof  by  cer- 
tain affiliated  focieties  and  perfons  in  different  parts  of  this  king- 
dom, calling  themfelves  United  Iriffimen,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the 
cilabliffied  laws  and  conftitiition,  and  the  introdudion  of  a fylfem 
of  anarchy,  plunder,  and  confufion,  fimilar  to  that  which  has  fa- 
tally prevailed  in  France. 

Your  Committee  think  it  neceffary  farther  to  report  to  your 
Lordlhips,  that  it  has  appeared  dilHndly  to  them  that  fuch  a fyf- 
tem  was  the  firlf  and  fundamental  objed  of  thefe  focieties  at  their 
original  inftitution  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1791,  and  that  the 
attainment  of  what  are  called  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic 
Emancipation  were  and  continue  to  be  held  out  by  them  merely  as 
a pretence  for  their  affociations,  and  with  a view  to  feduce  perfons 
who  were  not  apprized  of  their  traitorous  defigns  to  unite  with 
them.  It  has  appeared  to  your  Committee  that  thefe  affociations 
ha^e  gradually  multiplied,  and  are  now  extended  in  a very  alarm- 
ing degree ; that  their  members  are  bound  to  each  other  by  oaths 
of  fecrecy,  and  appear  to  be  firmly  united  in  a general  compa£t 
to  fubvert  the  monarchy,  and  to  eftablilh  a republican  government 
in  Ireland : to  effed  this  objed,  it  has  appeared  clearly  to  your 
-Gomnuttee  that  meafures  have  been  adopted  by  them,  and  are  ftill 
continued  for  procuring  arms  and  ammunition,  to  be  diftributed 
amongft  the  accomplices  in  this  confpiracy,  for  effeduating  by 
open  force  their  purpofes,  and  particularly  that  pikes  in  very  con- 
fiderable  numbers  have  been  procured  by  them  ; and  it  has  ap- 
peared clearly  that  they  look  to  force  only,  for  that  they  have  une- 
quivocally avowed  their  hoft ility  to  the  Parliament,  and  to  all  mem- 
bers of  whom  it  is  compofed,  without  diftindion  or  exception. 
It  has  farther  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that  the  leaders  and 
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clire£Iors  of  thefe  affociations  are  now,  and  have  been  for  fomc 
time  part,  anxioiifly  engaged  in  uniting  with  them  a clafs  of  men 
who  had  formerly  difturbed  the  peace  of  this  country  by  a(fi:s  of 
outrage,  robbery,  and  murder,  under  the  appellation  of  Defenders, 
and  your  Committee  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  in  a certain  de- 
gree they  have  fucceeded. 

Your  Committee  having  carefully  examined  the  report  made  by 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  your 
Lordlhips  have  referred  to  them,  find  that  it  is  fully  fupported  by 
the  evidence  which  has  been  invelligaied  by  your  Committee,  and 
therefore  they  have  forborne  to  enter  into  the  detail  contained  in 
the  faid  report,  which  otherwlfe  they  fhould  have  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  lay  before  your  Lordlhips  ; but  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
your  Lordlhips  to  the  faid  report,  which  will  be  found  to  contain 
fa6fs  of  a molt  interefting  and  important  nature,  and  deferving 
your  Lordiliips  moll;  ferious  confideration.  And  in  addition  to 
the  fa6ls  contained  in  the  faid  report  your  Committee  think  it  ne- 
celTary  to  (fate  to  your  Lordlhips,  that  it  has  appeared  didindtly 
and  unequivocally  to  them  that  a traitorous  correfpondence  and 
communication  has  been  carried  on  between  the  leaders  and  direc- 
tors of  the  focieties  of  United  Irilhmen  and  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  the  French  Republic  ; the  period  at  which  this  correfpond- 
ence was  proved  to  have  taken  place  has  appeared  to  your  Com- 
mittee to  nave  been  between  the  month  of  June  1795  and  the 
month  of  January  1796,  and  the  means  by  which  it  was  carried  on 
in  that  inltance  have  been  fully  proved  before  your  Committee  ; 
and  it  has  alfo  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that  in  the  event  of 
fuccefs  on  the  part  of  thefe  confpirators  it  has  been  decided,  that 
all  perfons  who  from  their  principles  or  fitiiation  may  be  deemed 
inimical  to  the  confplracy  fhall  be  malTacred ; the  frit  proferibed 
lift  it  has  appeared  to  your  Committee  has  been  calculated  by  one 
of  their  leaders  at  thirty  thoufand  perfons. 

Under  circnmftances  fo  novel  and  alarming,  your  Committee 
fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips  the  expediency  of  their  being  empowered 
to  make  farther  inquiries,  and  to  receive  fuch  communications  as 
may  be  made  to  them  by  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, or  by  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  whofe  zeal  and  aftiduity  in  concert  with  your  Lord- 
fhip  cannot  fail,  we  truft,  in  detecting  this  feene  of  iniquity,  and 
thereby  averting  the  calamities  in  which  the  farther  progrefs  of 
fuch  a confpiracy  muft  neceflarily  involve  this  happy  and  profper- 
ous  nation. 
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Thr  folhvjhig  Paper  was  circulated  in  Dublin  In  the  Month  of  June' 
1791,  and  contains  the  original  Dcftgn  of  that  Ajjociation  which) 
was  injiituted  in  the  Month  of  December followingy  under  the  Name 
cf  The  Society  of  United  Irishmen. 

IDEM  SENTIRE,  DICERE,  AGERE. 

IT  is  propofed,  that  at  this  conje(5i:ure  a Society  fhall  be  in- 
ftituted  in  this  city,  having  much  of  the  fecrecy,  and  foroewhat  of 
the  ceremonial  attaclicd  to  Free-mafonry  ; with  fo  much  fecrecy 
as  may  communicate  curiofity,  uncertainty,  and  expedlation,  to 
the  minds  of  furrounding  men  ; with  fo  much  imprclTive  and  af- 
feding  ceremony  in  all  its  internal  economy,  as  M'ithout  impeding 
real  bufinefs,  may  ilrike  the  foul  through  the  fenfes,  and  addrefling 
the  whole  Man,  may  animate  his  philofophy  by  the  energy  of  his 
pailions.' 

Secrecy  is  expedient  and  necelTary ; it  will  make  the  bond  of 
union  more  cohefive,  and  the  fpirit  of  this  union  more  ardent  and 
more  condenfed  ; it  will  envelope  this  denfe  dame  with  a cloud  of 
gloomy  ambiguity,  that  will  not  only  facilitate  its  own  agency,  but 
will  at  the. fame  time  confound  and  terrify  its  enemies  by  their  ig- 
norance of  the  defign,  the  extent,  the  dircdlion,  or  the  confe- 
quences.  It  will  throw  a veil  over  thofe  individuals  whofe  pro- 
feflional  prudence  might  make  them  wilh  to  lye  concealed,  until 
a manifelfution  of  themfelves  became  abfolutely  necelfary.  And 
Jaflly,  fecrecy  is  necellary,  becaufe  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  a 
country  fo  great  a ilranger  to  itfelf  as  Ireland,  where  the  North 
and  the  South,  and  the  Eali  and  the  Weft,  meet  to  wonder  at  each 
other,  is  yA  prepared  for  the  adoption  of  one  profeftion  of  Political 
Faith,  while  there  may  he  individuals  from  each  of  thefe  quarters 
ready  to  adopt  fuch  a profeftion,  and  to  propagate  it  with  theirbeft: 
abilities,  when  necelfary — with  their  Blood. 

Our  Provinces  are  pcrfedlly  ignorant  of  each  other  ; — our  Iftand 
is  connedled  ; wc  ourfelves  are  infwlated  ; and  the  diftindlions  of 
rank,  of  property,  and  of  religious  perfuafion,  have  hitherto  been 
not  merely  lines  of  difference,  but  brazen  walls  of  feparation.  Wc 
are  feparate  nations  met  and  fettled  together,  not  mingled,  but  con- 
vened ; an  incoherent  mafs  of  diftimilar  materials,  uncemented, 
unconfolidated,  like  the  image  which  Nebuchadnezar  faw  with  a 
head  of  hne  gold,  legs  of  iron,  and  feet  of  clay,  parts  that  do  not 
cleave  to  one  another. 

In  the  miclft  of  an  iftand,  where  Manhood  has  met  and  continues 
fo  meet  with  fuch  fevere  humiliation,  where  fclfifh  men,  or  clalfes 
ot  men,  have  formed  fuch  malignant  confpiracy  againll  Public 
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Good,  let  one  benevolent,  beneficent  confpiracy  arife,  one  ^ot  of 
Patriots  pledged  by  folemn  adjuration  to  each  other  in  the  fervice 
of  the  People — the  People,  in  the  lar|^eft  fenfe  of  that  momentous 
word.  Let  the  cement  of  this  Conititutional  Compact  be  a prin- 
ciple of  fuch  ftrong  attraction,  as  completely  to  overpower  all  acci- 
dental and  temporary  repulfions  that  take  place  between  real  Iriih- 
men,  and  thus  to  confolidate  the  fcattered  and  Ihifting  fand  of  So- 
ciety into  an  adhefive  and  immoveable  Cailfon,  funk,  beneath  the 
dark  and  troubled  waters.  It  is  by  wandering  from  the  few  plain 
and  fimple  principles  of  Political  Faith  that  oiir  Politics,  like  cur 
Religion,  has  became  Preaching,  not  PraClice,  Words,  not 
Works. 

A Society,  fuch  as  tliis,  wull  difclaim  thofe  party  appellations 
which  feem  to  pale  the  human  heart  into  petty  compartments  and 
parcel  out  into  Sedls  and  Sedfions,  Common  Senfe,  Common  Ho- 
netty,  and  Common  Weal.  As  little  will  itaffeCl  any  fpeculative, 
unimpaflioned,  quiefeent  benevolence.  I.  will  not  call  itfelf  a 
Whig  Club,  or  a Revolution  Society.  It  will  not  ground  itfelf  on  a 
name  indicative  of  a parly,  or  an  event  w'ell  enough  in  thecircum- 
ftances  and  in  the  feafon.  It  will  not  be  an  Arilfocracy  affeding 
the  language  of  Patriotifm,  the  rival  of  Defpotifm,  for  its  own 
fake,  not  its  irrecohcileable  enemy,  for  the  fake  of  us  all. 

It  will  not,  by  views  merely  retrofpeclive,  flop  the  march  of 
mankind,  or  force  them  back  into  the  lanes  and  alleys  of  their  an- 
celtors.  It  will  have  an  eye  provident  and  profpeClive,  a reach 
and  amplitude  of  conception  comm.enfurate  to  the  progrelfive  diffu- 
fion  of  knowdedge,  and  at  the  fame  time  a promptitude  in  execu- 
tion requilite  in  a life  like  this,  fo  fhort  and  fo  fragile,  in  a nation 
like  this,  fo  paffive  and  fo  procrafiinating.  Let  its  name  be  the 
Irish  Broth  erhood.  Let  its  general  aim  be  to  make  the  light 
of  philanthropy,  a pale  and  ineffectual  light,  converge,' by  con- 
verging kindle  into  ardent,  energic,  enthufiaffic  love  for  Ireland  ; 
that  genuine  unadulterated  enthufiafm  which  defeends  from  a lu- 
minous head  to  a burning  heart,  and  impels  the  fpirit  of  man  to 
exertions  greatly  good,  or  unequivocally  great.  Por  this  Society 
is  not  to  reft  fatisfied  in  drawdng  fpeculative  plans  of  reform  and 
improvement,  but  to  be  pradically  bufied  about  the  means  of  ac- 
complilhment.  Were  the  hand  of  Locke  to  hold  from  Heaven  a 
fcheme  of*  government  moft  perfectly  adapted  to  the  nature  and 
capabilities  of  the  Irifh  nation,  it  would  drop  to  the  ground  a mere 
founding  fcroll,  were  there  no  other  means  of  giving  it  effect  than 
its  intrinfic  excellence.  All  true  Irifhmen  agree  in  what  ought 
to  be  done,  but  how  to  get  it  done  is  the  qiicftion.  This  Society 
is  likely  to  be  a means  the  moft  powerful  for  the  promotion  of  a 
great  end — what  End  ? 

1 LIE  Rights  of  men  in  Ireland,  the  greateft  happinefs  of 
the  greateft  number  in ijland,  the  inherent  and  indefeafibie 
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claims  of  every  free  nation,  to  reft  in  this  nation — the  will  and  the 
pozver  to  be  happy — to  purfue  the  Common  Weal  as  an  individual 
purfues  his  private  welfare,  and  to  ftand  in  infulated  indepen- 
dence, an  imperatorial  People.  To  gain  a knowledge  of  the  real 
ftate  of  this  heterogeneous  country,  to  form  a fummary  of  the  na- 
tional will  and  pleafure  in  points  moft  ihterefting  to  national  hap- 
pinefs,  and  when  fnch  a fummary  is  formed,  to  put  this  DoSirine 
as  fpeedily  as  maybe  into  l^ratlicey  will  be  the  purpofe  of  this  cen- 
tral fociety,  or  lodge,  from  which  other  lodges  in  the  different 
towns  will  radiate. 

The  gueatest  Happiness  of  the  greatest  Number — 
On  the  rock  of  this  principle  let  this  Society  reft;  by  this  let  it 
judge  and  'determine  every  political  queftion,  and  whatever  is  nc- 
ceftary  for  this  end,  let  it  not  be  accounted  hazardous,  but  rather 
our  inrereft,  our  duty,  our  glory,  and  our  common  religion.  The 
rights  of  Men  are  the  rights  of  God,  and  to  vindicate  the  one  is  to 
maintain  the  othv.r.  We  muft  be  free  in  order  to  ferve  him  whofe 
fervice  is  peifecf  freedom. 

Let  every  Member  wear,  day  and  night,  an  Amulet  round  his 
neck,  containing  the  great  principle  which  unites  the  Brotherhood, 
in  letters  of  gold,  on  a ribbon,  ftriped  with  all  the  original  colours, 
and  inclofed  in  a fheath  of  white  filk,  to  reprefent  the  pure  union 
of  the  mingled  rays,  and  the  abolition  of  all  fuperficial  diftin6iions, 
all  colours  and  (hades  of  difference,  for  the  fake  of  one  illuftrious 
end.  Let  this  Amulet  of  Union,  faith  and  honour,  depend  from 
the  neck,  and  be  bound  about  the  body  next  to  the  fkin  and  clofe 
to  the  heart. 

This  is  enthufiafm.— It  is  fo  ; and  who  that  has  a fpark  of  Hi- 
bernicifm  in  his  nature,  would  not  feel  it  kindle  into  a flame  of 
generous  enthufiafm?  Who,  that  has  a drop  of  fympathy  in  his 
heart,  when  he  looks  around  him,  and  fees  how  happinefs  is 
heaped  up  in  mounds,  and  how  mifery  is  diffufed  and  divided 
among  the  million,  does  not  exclaim,  Alas  ! for  the  fuffering,  and 
Oh  ! for  the  power  to  redrefs  it  ? and  who  is  there  that  has  enthu- 
fiafm  fufficient  to  make  an  exclamation,  w^ould  not  combine  wdth 
others  as  honeft  as  himfelf  to  make  the  will  live  in  the  a61,  and  to 
fwear,— -We  will  redress  it— -Who  is  there?  Who? 

The  flrft  bufinefs  of  the  Brotherhood  will  be  to  form  a tranf- 
cript,  or  digeft,  of  the  dodrine  which  they  mean  to  fubfcribe,  to 
uphold,  to  propagate,  and  reduce  to  praftice.  It  is  time  for  Ire- 
land to  look  her  fortune  in  the  face,  not  with  turbulent  oftentation, 
but  with  fixed  refolution  to  live  and  die  Freemen.  Let  then  thofe 
queftions  be  agitated  and  anfwered  fully  and  fairly  which  have 
been  v/ilfuily  concealed  from  us  by  interefted  perfons  and  parties, 
and  which  appear  terrible  only  by  being  kept  in  the  dark.  Always 
armed  with  this  principle,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  efta- 
biifti  their  rights,  this  Society  v/ill  carry  it  along  with'^hem  in  their' 
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coiH-fe,  as  the  Sybil  did  the  branch  of  gold,  to  avert  or  to  difperfe 
every  vain  fear  and  every  unreal  terror. 

hat  are  the  ineaus  (>f  procuring  fuch  a reform  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  as  may  fecure  to  the  people  their  rights  nioit  eftectually  and 
mod:  fpeedily  ? 

What  is  the  plan  of  reform  moft  fuitcd  to  this  country  r 

Can  the  renovation  in  the  conllitution,  which  we  all  deem  ne- 
ceffary,  be  accoinpliihed  by  the  ways  of  the  conllitution  ? ‘‘  The 

evil,”  fays  Junius,  lies  too  deep  to  be  cured  by  any  remedy, 
“ lefs  than  fome  great  convulfion  which  may  bring  back  the  con- 

flitution  to  its  original  principles,  or  utterly  dellroy  it.”  Is  this 
opinion  Hill  truer  w’hen  applied  to  this  country  r or  is  it  falfe  ? 

Who  are  the  People  ? 

Can  the  right  of  changing  the  conllitution  reft  any  where  but  in 
the  original  conftitutive  pow-er— -the  People  ? 

Can  the  will  of  the  People  be  known  but  by  full  and  fair  con- 
vention, to  be  conftituted  on  the  plan  which  will  come  recom- 
mended on  the  molt  popiilar  authority  ? 

What  are  the  rights  of  Roman  Catholics,  and  what  are  the  im- 
mediate duties  of  Proteftants  refpe£ling  thefc  rights  ? 

Are  the  Roman  Catholics  generally  or  ])artially  capaces  Liber^ 
tntis  ? and  if  not,  What  are  the  fpeedieft  means  of  making 
them  fo. 

Is  the  independence  of  Ireland  nominal  or  real,  a barren  right, 
or  a fa(ft  regulative  of  national  condinSl  and  influencing  national 
c-haradler } 

Plas  it  had  any  other  efFe6l  than  railing  the  value  of  a houfe,  and 
making  it  more  lelf-fufticicnt,  at  the  expence  of  the  People? 

Is  there  any  middle  ftate  between  the  extremes  of  union  with 
Britain  and  total  feparation,  in  w'hich  the  rights  of  the  People  can 
be  fully  eftabliftted  and  reft  in  fecurity  ? 

What  is  the  form  of  government  that  will  fecure  to  us  our  rights 
with  the  leaft  expence  and  the  greateft  benefit  ? 

By  the  Broth  KRHOOD^are  thefe  queftions,  and  fuch  as  thefe,  to 
be  determined.  On  this  determination  arc  they  to  form  the  chart 
of  their  conftitution,  w hich  with  honour  and  good  faith  they  are 
to  fubferibe,  and  which  is  to  regulate  their  coiirfe.---Let  the  So- 
ciety at  large  meet  four  times  in  the  year,  and  an  adling  Committee 
once  a month,  to  w^hich  all  Members  fhall  be  invited.  Let  thefe 
meetings  be  convivial,  but  not  the  tranfitory  patriotifm  of  deep  po- 
tation ; confidential,  the  heart  open  and  the  door  locked  ; converja- 
tional,  not  a debating  fociety.  There  is  too  much  haranguing  in 
this  country  already  : a very  great  redundance  of  found.  Would 
that  w^e  rpoke  a little  more  laconically,  and  atSled  a little  more  em- 
phatically; and  \ve  ftiall  do  fo,  when  our  aim  is  at  fomething 
nobler  and  fairer  than  even  the  fublimc  and  beautiful  of  Mr. 
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Burke  :-~the  fublimity  of  Common-fenfe — the  beauty  of  Com- 
mon-weal. . . p . . 

Our  Society  fliould  at  fird  be  very  chade  and  cautious  in 'the  fe- 
leclion  of  Members,  Ihunning  equally  the  giddinefs  of  the  boy, 
and  that  fullen  indifference  about  the  public  good  which  comes  on 
with  decline  of  years,  looking  around  for  thofe  that  are  competent, 
and  with  refpeef  to  themfelvcs  content,  yet  zealous  and  perfever- 
ing;  not  venal,  not  voracious,  not  confined  in  their  manners  and 
their  morality  to  the  pale  of  a profellion,  not  idle  philanthropids, 
who  hget  round  the  globe  with  their  favourite  adage  ; not  thole 
who  are  bound  down  by  obedience  to  that  wizard  word  Empire^  to 
the  fovereignity  of  two  founding  fyllablcs  ; but  honed,  honourable 
Irijimien^  of  whatever  rank,  of  whatever  religion,  who  know  Li- 
berty, who  love  it,  who  widi  to  Iiave  it,  and  who  will  have  it. — 
Members  fhould  be  admitted  only  by  an  unanimous  ballot,  and 
perhaps  once  a year  there  fhould  be  a general  re-elecfion. 

The  external  bufinefs  ot  this  Society  will  be,  tlf.  Publication, 
in  order  to  propagate  their  principles  and  effeduate  their  ends.  All 
papers  for  this  purpofe  to  be  fanclioned  by  the  Committee,  and 
publifhed  with  no  other  defignation  of  character  than — One  of 
THE  Brotherhood.  2dly,  Communication  with  the  different 
towns  to  be  adiduoudy  kept  up,  and  every  exertion  ufed  to  accom- 
plifii  a National  Convention  of  the  People  of  Ireland,  who  mav 
profit  by  pad  errors,  and  by  many  unexpe(5led  circumdances  which 
have  happened  dnee  the  lad  meeting.  3dly,  Communication  with 
fimilar  Societies  abroad,  as  the  Jacobin  Club  in  Paris,  the  Revo- 
lution Society  in  England,  the  Committee  for  Reform  in  Scotland. 
Let  the  nations  go  abread.  Let  the  interchange  of  fentiment 
among  mankind  concerning  the  rights  of  man  be  as  immediate  a$ 
poffible.  A correfpondence  with  didlnguilhed  men  in  Britain,  or 
on  the  Continent,  will  be  necedary  to  enlighten  us,  and  ought  to 
be  cherifhed.  Eulogies  on  fuch  men  as  have  defervedwell  of  their 
country  until  death,  fliould  be  from  time  to  time  delivered  by  one  of 
the  Brotherhood,  their  works  fhould  live  in  a Library  to  be  formed 
by  this  Society,  and  dedicated  to  Liberty,  and  the  Portraits  of  fuch 
men  Ihould  adorn  it.  Let  the  fliades  of  the  mighty  dead  look  down 
and  confecrate  our  meetings.  The  Athenians  vveVe  accudomed  to 
faden  their  edi(d;s  to  the  datues  of  their  ancedors.  Let  our  Laws 
and  Liberties  have  a fimilar  attachment,  taking  heed  always  to  re- 
member what  has  been  always  too  much  forgotton— that  fVe  are 
to  be  ancedors  ourfelves ; and  as  our  bodies  moulder  down  after 
fepulture,  merely  to  pafs  into  new  forms  of  life,  let  our  fplrits  pre- 
ferve  a principle  of  animation  to  poderity,  and  germinate  from  the 
very  grave. 

What  is  the  time  mod  applicable  for  the  eflablifhment  of  this 
Inditution  ? Even  NOW.  ‘‘  Le  grand  art  ed  dans  I’apropos.” 
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Why  is  Adminiftration  fo  imperious  ? Becaufc  the  nation  does  not 
a£I.  The  Whig  Club  is  not  a transfufion  from  the  People.  We 
do  not  thoroughly  underfiand  that  Club,  and  they  do  not  feel  for  us. 
When  the  Ariftocracy  come  foward,  the  People  fall  backward  ; 
when  the  People  come  forward,'  the  Ariftocracy,  fearful  of  being 
left  behind,  infmuate  themfelves  into  our  ranks,  and  rife  into  timid 
leaders,  or  treacherous  auxiliaries.  They  mean  to  make  us  their 
inftruinents.  Let  us  rather  make  them  our  inftruments.  One  of 
the  two  muft  happen.  The  People  muft  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
Party,  or  the  party  muft  emerge  in  the  mightinefs  of  the  People, 
and  Hercules  v/ill  then  lean  upon  his  club. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  the  day  which  ihall  ever  commemorate  the 
French  Revolution,  let  this  Society  pour  out  their  firft  libation  to 
European  Liberty,  eventually  the  Liberty  of  the  World,  and  with 
their  hands  joined  in  each  other,  and  their  eyes  raifed  to  Heaven, 
in*  his  prefence  who  breathed  into  them  an  ever- living  foul,  let 
them  fwearto  maintain  their  rights  and  prerogatives  of  their  na- 
ture as  men,  and  the  right  and  prerogative  of  Ireland  as  an  Inde- 
pendent People.-— “ Dieu  et  mo7i  Droit !”  is  the  motto  of  kings. 

Dieu  et  la  Liberte!*’  exclaimed  Voltaire,  when  he  firft  beheld 
Franklin  his  Fellow-Citizen  of  the  World.  “ Dieu  ct  nos 
Droits  !” — Let  Irifhmen  cry  aloud  to  each  other.  The  cry  of 
Mercy — of  Juftice— and  of  Victory. 

June  1791. 
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Extra5is  from  the  Publications  of  United  Irijhmen. 

Friday y 3o//>  December y 1791^ 

Society  of  United  Irijhmen  of  Dublin.  The  Honourable  Simon  Butler 

in  the  Chair. 

Refolved  unanhnoufiyy  that  the  following  Circular  Letter^  reported 
by  our  Committee  of  Correfpcndcnce,  be  adopted  and  printed, 

THIS  letter  is  addreffed  to  you  from  the  Correfponding  Com-  . 
mittee  of  the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  in  Dublin. 

We  annex  the  declaration  of  political  principles  y/hich  we  have 
fubferibed,  and  the  tefl;  which  we  have  taken,  as  a focial  and  facred 
compadl  to  bind  us  more  clofely  together. 

The  obje6l  of  this  inftitution  is  to  make  an  United  Society  of 
the  Irilh  Nation;  to  make  all  Irifhmen — Citizens  ; all  Citizens — 
Irilhmen  ; nothing  appearing  to  us  more  natural  at  all  times,  and 
at  this  crifis  of  Europe  more  feafonable,  than  that  thofe  who  have 
common  interefts,  and  common  enemies,  who  fuffer  common 
wrongs,  and  lay  claim  to  common  rights,  Oiould  know  each  other, 
and  Ihould  acl  together.  In  our  opinion,  ignorance  has  been  the 
demon  of  difeord,  which  has  fo  long  deprived  Irifhmen,  not  only 
of  the  bleflings  of  well  regulated  government,  but  even  the  common 
benefits  of  civil  fociety.  Peace  in  this  ifland  has  hitherto  been  a 
peace  on  the  principles,  and  with  the  confequences,  of  civil  war. 
For  a century  pafl  there  has  indeed  been  tranquillity,  but  to  moft  of 
our  dear  countrymen  it  has  been  the  tranquillity  of  a dungeon  ; 
and  if  the  land  has  lately  profpered,  it  has  been  owing  to  the 
goodnefs  of  Providence,  and  the  ftrong  efforts  of  human  nature 
refifling  and  overcoming  the  malignant  influence  of  a niiferable 
adminiflration. 

To  refifl:  this  influence,  which  rules  by  difeord  and  embroils  by 
fyflem,  it  is  vain  to  a6l  as  individuals  or  as  parties  : it  becomes 
neceflary  by  an  union  of  minds,  and  a knowledge  of  each  other 
to  will  and  a6t  as  a nation.  To  know  each  other  is  to  know 
ourfelves — the  weaknefs  of  one  and  the  ftrength  of  many.  Union, 
therefore,  is  power — it  is  wifdom — it  muft  prove  liberty. 

Our  defign,  therefore,  in  forming  this  fociety,  is  to  give  aii 
example,  which,  when  well  followed,  mufl:  colledt  the  public  will, 
and  concentrate  the  public  power  into  one  folid  mafs,  the  efFeft  of 
which,  once  put  in  motion,  muff  be  rapid,  momentous,  andcon- 
fequential. 
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In  thus  afToclating  we  have  thought  little  about  our  anceflors — 
much  of  our  pofterity.  Are  we  for  ever  to  walk  like  beafts  of  prey, 
over  fields  which  thefe  anceftors  ftained  with  blood?  In  looking 
back,  we  fee  nothing  on  the  one  part  but  favage  force  fucceeded 
by  favage  policy  ; on  the  other,  an  unfortunate  nation  **  fcattered 
and  peeled,  meted  out  and  trodden  down!”  We  fee  a mutual 
intolerance,  and  a common  carnage  of  the  firft  moral  emotions  of 
the  heart,  which  lead  us  to  eflcem  and  place  confidence  in  our 
fellow-creatures.  We  fee  this,  and  are  filent.  But  we  gladly  look 
forward  to  brighter  profpefts — to  a People  united  in  the  fellowfhip 
of  freedom — to  a Parliament  the  exprefs  image  of  the  people — to  ^ 
a profperity  ellablifhed  on  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty — to 
a peace — not  the  gloomy  and  precarious  ftillnefs  of  men  brooding 
over  their  wrongs,  but  that  liable  tranquillity  which  reds  on  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  and  leans  on  the  arms  by  which  thefe 
rights  are  to  be  maintained. 

Our  principal  rule  of  condu£l  has  been  to  attend  to  thofe  things 
in  which  we  agree,  to  exclude  from  our  thoughts  thofe  in  which 
we  differ.  We  agree  in  knowing  what  are  our  rights,  and  in 
daring  to  aifert  them.  If  the  rights  of  men  be  duties  to  God,  we 
are  in  this  refpefl  of  one  religion.  Our  creed  of  civil  faith  is  the 
fame.  We  agree  in  thinking  that  there  is  not  an  individual  among 
our  millions,  whofe  happinefs  can  be  eflablilhed  on  any  foundation 
fo  rational  and  fo  folid,  as  on  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. We  agree,  therefore,  in  the  necelfity  of  giving  political  value 
and  flation  to  the  great  majority  of  the  people  ; and  we  think  that 
whoever  defires  an  amended  conflitiition,  without  including  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  mud  on  his  own  principles  beconvi(fled 
of  political  perfecution  and  political  monopoly.  If  the  prefent 
ele^ors  be  themfelves  a morbid  part  of  our  conditution,  where 
are  we  to  recur  for  redrefs  but  to  whole  community  ? A more 
uiijiid  and  abfurd  conditution  cannot  be  devifed,  than  that  which 
condemns  the  natives  of  a country  to  perpetual  fervitude,  under 
the  arbitrary  dominion  of  drangers  and  daves.” 

We  agree  in  thinking,  that  the  fird  and  mod  indifpenfable  con- 
dition of  the  laws  in  a free  date  is,  the  adent  of  thofe  whofe  obe- 
dience they  require,  and  for  whofe  benefit  only  they  are  defigned. 
Without,  therefore,  an  impartial  and  adequate  reprefentation  of 
the  community,  we  agree  in  declaring,  We  can  have  no  condi- 
tution— no  Country — no  Ireland.  Without  this,  our  late  revolu- 
tion, we  declare  to  be  fallacious  and  ideal ; a thing  much  talked  of 
but  neither  felt  nor  feen.  The  a£l  of  Irifh  Sovereignty  has  been 
merely  toded  out  of  the  Englifh  Houfes  into  the  cabinet  of  the 
Minider  ; and  nothing  remains  to  the  people,  who  of  right  are 
every  thing,  but  afervile  Majedy  and  a ragged  independence. 

We  call  mod  earnedly  on  every  great  and  good  man,  who  at 
the  late  xra  fpoke  or  aded  for  his  country,  to  confidcr  lefs  of 
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what  was  done  than  of  what  there  remains  to  do.  We  call  upon 
their  fenatorial  wifdom  to  confider  the  monftrous  and  immeafurable 
diftance  which  fcparates,  in  this  ifland,  the  ranks  of  focial  life, 
makes  labour  ineffedual,  taxation  unprodudive,  and  divides  the 
•nation  into  petty  defpotifm  and  public  mifery.  We  call  upon  their 
tutelar  genius  to  remember,  that  government  is  inftituted  to  re- 
medy, not  to  render  more  grievous,  the  natural  inequality  of  man- 
kind ; and  that  unlcfs  the  rights  of  the  whole  community  be 
allerted,  anarchy  (we  cannot  call  it  government)  mull  continue  to 
prevail,  when  the  llrong  tyrannize,  the  rich  opprefs,  and  the  mafs 
are  brayed  in  a mortar.  We  call  upon  them,  therefore,  to  build 
their  arguments  and  their  adtions  on  the  broad  platform  of  general 
good. 

Let  not  the  rights  of  nature  be  enjoyed  merely  by  connivance, 
and  the  rights  of  confcience  merely  by  toleration.  If  you  raife 
up  a prone  people,  let  it  not  be  merely  to  their  knees.  Let  the 
nation  Hand.  Then  will  it  call  away  the  bad  habit  of  fervitude, 
which  has  brought  with  it  indolence,  ignorance,  an  extindlion  of 
our  faculties,  an  abandonment  of  our  very  nature.  Then  will 
every  right  obtained,  every  franchife  exercifed,  prove  a feed  of 
fobrif  ty,  induflry,  and  regard  to  charadlcr,  and  the  manners  of 
the  people  will  be  formed  on  the  model  of  tlieir  free  co-u'litution. 

*1  his  rapid  expolition  or  our  principdes,  our  objecl,  and  our 
rule  of  coududl,  mull  naturally  fuggell  the  wiHi  of  multiplying 
fimilar  focieties,  and  the  propriety  of  addrelTing  fuch  a delire  to 
you.  Is  it  necelfary  for  us  to  requell,  that  you  will  hold  out  your 
hand,  and  open  your  heart  to  your  countryman,  townfman,  neigh- 
bour r Can  you  form  a hope  for  political  redemption,  and  by 
political  penalties,  or  civil  excommunications,  withhold  the  rights 
of  nature  from  your  brother  ? We  bcfeech  you  to  rally  all  the 
friends  of  liberty  within  yonr  circle  round  a fociety  of  “"his  kind 
as  a centre.  Draw  together  your  bell  and  bravell  thoughts,  your 
bell  and  bravell  men.  You  will  experience,  as  we  nave  done, 
that  thefe  points  of  union  will  quickly  attracl  numbers,  while  the 
alfernblage  ot  fuch  focieties,  adling  in  concert,  moving  as  one  body, 
with  one  impuile  and  one  diredlion,  will,  in  no  long  dme,  become 
not  parts  of  the  nation,  but  the  nation  itfelf ; fpeaking  with  its 
voice,  exprelling  its  will,  refifllefs  in  its  power.  We  again  entreat 
you  to  look  around  for  m.en  fit  to  form  thofc  ffable  fupports  on 
which  Ireland  may  refl  the  Lever  of  Liberty.  If  there  be  but  ten, 
take  thofe  ten.  If  there  be  but  two,  take  thofe  two,  and  trufl 
with  confidence  to  the  fincerity  of  your  intention,  the  julrice  of 
your  caufe,  and  the  fupport  of  your  country. 

Two  objeds  interefl  the  nation — A plan  of  reprefentation---and 
the  means  ot  accompli Ihing  it.  Thefe  focieties  will  be  a moil 
powerful  means.  But  a popular  plan  would  itfelf  be  a means  fur 
its  own  accomplifhmcnt.  We  have,  therefore,  to  requtll,  that 
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you  will  favour  us  with  your  ideas  refpe£ling  the  plan  which  ap- 
pears to  you  moil  eligible  and  pradicable,  on  the  prefent  more 
enlarged  and  liberal  principles  which  actuate  the  people  ; at  the 
fame  time  giving  your  fentiments  upon  our  National  Coalition,  on 
the  means  of  promoting  it,  and  on  the  political  (late  and  difpofition 
of  the  county  or  town  where  you  relide.  We  know  what  reiillance 
will  be  made  to  your  patriotic  efforts  by  thofe  who  triumph  in  the 
difunioii  and  degradation  of  their  country.  The  greater  the  ne- 
ceffity  for  reform,  the  greater  probably  will  be  the  refiftance.  We 
know  that  I there  is  much  fpirit  that  requires  being  brought  into 
mafs,  as  well  as  much  maffy  body  that  muff  be  refined  into  fpirit. 
We  have  many  enemies,  and  no  enemy  is  contemptible.  We  do 
not  defpife  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  the  Liberty  and  the  Peace 
of  Ireland  ; but  we  are  not  of  a nature,  nor  have  we  encouraged 
the  habit  of  fearing  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  in  an  honed 
and  honourable  caufe.  In  great  undertakings,  like  the  prefent,  we 
declare,  that  we  have  found  it  always  more  difficult  to  attempt  than 
to  accomplifh.  The  people  of  Ireland  mud  perform  all  that  they 
wifh,  if  they  attempt  all  that  they  can. 

Signed  by  Order, 

JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY, 


November  23,  1792. 

Addrejs  from  the  Society  of  United  Irijhmen  in  Dublin  to  the  Dele- 
gates for  promoting' a Reform  in  Scotland^ 

William  Drennan^  Chairman. 

Archibald  Hamilton  Rowany  Secretary. 

WE  take  the  liberty  of  addreffing  you  in  the  fpirit  of  civil 
union,  in  the  fellowfhip  of  a jud  and  common  caufe.  We  greatly 
rejoice  that  the  fpirit  of  freedom  moves  over  the  face  of  Scotland  ; 
that  light  feems  to  break  from  the  chaos  of  her  internal  govern- 
ment ; and  that  a country  fo  refpeclable  for  her  attainments  in 
fcience,  in  arts  and  in  arms,  for  men  of  literary  eminence,  for  the 
intelligence  and  morality  of  her  people,  now  acts  from  a convic- 
tion of  the  union  between  virtue,  letters,  and  liberty,  and  now  rifes 
To  didin£tion,  not  by  a calm,  contented,  fecret  wiili  for  a reform 
in  Parliament,  but  by  openly,  adlively,  and  urgently  willing  it,  with 
the  unity  and  energy  of  an  emibodied  nation.  We  rejoice  that 
you  do  not  confider  yourfelves  as  merged  and  melted  down  into 
another  country,  but  that  in  this  great  national  quedion  you  are 
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flill  Scotland the  land  where  Buchanan  wrote,  and  Fletcher 

fpoke,  and  Wallace  fought. 

Away  from  us  and  from  our  children  thofe  puerile  antipathies  fo 
unworthy  of  the  manhood  of  nations,  which  infulate  individuals  as 
well  as  countries,  and  drive  the  citizen  back  to  the  favage.  We 
elteem  and  we  rcfpc6l  you.  We  pay  merited  honour  to  a nation 
in  general  well  educated  and  well  informed,  becaufc  we  know  that 
the  ignorance  of  the  people  is  the  caufe  and  cffecf  of  all  civil  and 
religious  defpotifm.  We  honour  a nation  regular  in  their  lives  and 
ftridt  in  their  manners,  becaufe  we  conceive  private  morality  to  be 
the  only  fecure  foundation  of  public  policy.  We  honour  a nation 
eminent  for  men  of  genius,  and  we  truft  that  they  will  now  exert 
themfelves  not  fo  much  in  pending  and  penning  the  hi  dories  of 
other  countries  as  in  making  their  own  a fubjeft  for  the  hidorian» 
May  we  venture  to  obferve  to  them  that  mankind  have  been  too 
retrofpedlive,  canonized  antiquity  and  undervalued  themfelves. 
Man  has  repofed  on  ruins,  and  reded  his  head  on  fome  fragments 
of  the  temple  of  liberty,  or  at  mod  amufed  himfelf  in  pacing  the 
meafurement  of  the  edifice,  and  nicely  limiting  its  proportions  ; 
not  redefting  that  this  temple  is  truly  Catholic,  the  ample  earth  its 
area,  and  the  arch  of  heaven  its  dome. 

We  will  lay  open  to  you  our  hearts  cur  caufe  is  your  caufe. 
If  there  is  to  be  a druggie  between  us,  let  it  be  which  nation  diall 
be  foremod  in  the  race  of  mind  ; let  this  be  the  noble  animofity 
kindled  between  us,  who  fhall  fird  attain  that  free  condituiion 
from  w’hich  both  are  equididant,  who  diall  fird  be  the  faviour  of 
the  empire. 

In  this  Society  and  its  afhliajted  focieties  the  Catholic  and  the 
Prefbyterian  are  at  this  indant  holding  out  their  hands  and  opening 
their  hearts  to  each  other  ; agreeing  in  principles,  concurring  in 
practice.  We  unite -for  immediate,  ample  and  fubdantial  juifice 
to  the  Catholics,  and  when  that  is  attained,  a combined  exertion 
for  a reform  in  parliament  is  the  condition  of  our  compadl  and  the 
feal  of  our  communion. 

Umverfal  emancipation  ivlth  reprejentaiive  legljlature  is  the  polar 
principle  which  guides  our  fociety,  and  diall  guide  it  through  all 
the  tumult  of  factions  and  flu£luations  of  parties.  It  is  not  upon 
a coalition  of  oppoiition  with  minidry  that  we  depend,  but  upon  a 
coalition  of  Irilhmen  vdth  I riOirnen,  and  iu  that  coalition  alone  wc 
find  an  obje(Sl  worthy  of  reform,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  drength 
and  finew  both  to  attain  and  fecure  it.  It  is  not  upon  external 
circumdances,  upon  the  pledge  of  man  or  minider,  we  depend, 
but  upon  the  internal  energy  of  the  Irifh  nation.  We  v/ill  not  buy 
or  borrow  liberty  from  America  or  from  France,  but  manufaflure 
it  ourfelves,  and  work  it  up  wiili  thofe  materials  which  the  hearts 
of  Iridimen  fiirmdi  them  with  at  home.  We  do  not  worihip  the 
Britidi,  far  lefs  the  Irilh  conditution,  as  fent  dov/ii  from  Heaven, 
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but  we  confider  it  as  human  workmanfliip,  which  man  has  made 
and  man  can  mend.  An  unalterable  conllitution,  whatever  be  its 
nature,  muil  be  defpotifm.  It  is  not  the  conftitutlon  but  the  peo- 
ple which  ought  to  be  inviolable,  and  it  is  time  to  recognize  and 
renovate  the  rights  of  the  Engliih,  the  Scotch,  and  the  Irilh  Na- 
tions.—Rights  which  can  neither  be  bought  nor  fold,  granted  by 
charter,  or  foreftalled  by  monopoly,  but  which  nature  didlates  as 
the  birth-right  of  all,  and  which  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  a conftimtion 
to  define,  to  enforce,  and  to  efta'oliOi.  If  government  has  a fincere 
regard  for  the  fafety  of  the  confiitution,  let  them  coincide  with  the 
people  in  the  fpeedy  reform  of  its  abufes,  and  not  by  an  obftinate 
adherence  to  them,  drive  that  people  into  republicanifm. 

We  have  told  you  wEat  our  fituation  was,  what  it  is,  what  it 
ought  to  be  : our  end,  a national  legillature  ; our  means,  an  union 
of  the  whole  people.  Let  this  union  extend  throughout  the  empire. 
Let  all  unite  for  all,  or  each  man  fufFer  for  all.  In  each  country 
let  the  people  alfemble  in  peaceful  and  confiiiutional  convention. 
Let  delegates  from  each  country  digefl  a plan  of  reform,  belt 
adopted  to  the  fituation  and  circumltances  of  their  refpe-^ive  na- 
tions, and  let  the  legifiatures  be  petitioned  at  once  by  the  urgent 
and  unanimous  voice  of  England,  Scotland  and  Irelan'd 

You  have  our  ideas.  Anfwer  us,  and  that  quickly  This  is 
not  a time  to  procraftinate.  Your  illullrious  Fletcher  has  faid 
that  the  liberties  of  a people  are  not  to  be  fecured,  without  palling 
through  great  difficulties,  and  no  toil  or  labours  ought  to  be  de- 
clined to  preferve  a nation  from  flavery.  He  fpoke  well  : and  we 
add,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  every  nation  who  adventures  into  a 
conflicl  for  freedom,  to  remember  it  is  on  the  event  (however  ab- 
furdly)  depends  the  efiimaiion  of  public  opinion  ; honour  and  im- 
mortality, if  fortunate  ; if  otherwlfe,  infamy  and  oblivion.  Let 
this  check  the  ralhnefs  that  rufiies  unadvifedly  itito  the  committal 
of  national  character,  or  if  that  be  already  madiy  let  the  fame  con- 
fideration  impel  us  all  to  advance  with  adive,  not  palfive  perfeve- 
rance,  with  manly  confidence  and  calm  determination,  fmiling  with 
equal  fcorn  at  the  blulter  of  official  arrogance,  and  the  whil'per  of 
private  malevolence,  until  we  have  planted  the  fag  of  freedom  on  the 
Jummit,  and  are  at  once  vidlorious  and  Jecure, 

December  14,  1792. 

Society  of  United  Irt/hmeUy  at  Dublin y to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
William  Drennatiy  Chairman. 

Archibald  Hamilton  Rowany  Secretary. 

Citizens  Soldiers, 

YOU  firfi;  took  up  arms  to  proted  your  country  from  foreign  ene- 
mies, and  from  domeftic  diflurbance.  For  the  fame  purpofes,  it  now 
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becomes  necefTary  that  you  fhculd  refume  them.  A proclamation 
has  been  ihiied  in  England  for  embodying  the  militia,  and  a procla- 
mation has  been  ilfiied  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  in  Ire- 
land, for  reprelling  all  Jediiious  aifociations.  In  confcquerice  of  both 
thefe  proclamations,  it  is  reafonable  to  apprehend  danger  from 
abroad,  and  danger  at  home.  From  whence  but  from  apprehended 
danger  are  thofe  menacing  preparations  for  war  drawn  through  the 
fireets  of  this  capital,  or  w'hence,  if  not  to  create  that  internal 
commotion  which  was  not  found,  to  (hake  that  credit  which  was 
not  affccfcdy  to  blaft  that  Volunteer  honour  which  was  hitherto  in- 
violate,  are  thofe  terrible  fuggeflions  and  rumours  and  whifpers, 
that  meet  us  at  every  corner  and  agitate  at  lead  our  old  men,  our 
women  and  children.  Whatever  be  the  motive,  or  from  whatever 
quarter  it  arlfcs,  alarm  has  arifen,  and  you.  Volunteers  of 
Ireland,  are  therefore  fummoned  To  Arms  at  the  inflance  of 
Government,  as  well  as  by  the  rerponfiblllty  attached  to  your  cha- 
raiSIer,  and  the  permanent  obligations  of  your  inllitution.  W e will 
not  at  this  day,  condefeend  to  quote  authorities  for  the  right  of 
having  and  of  uling  arms,  but  w'e  will  cry  aloud,  even  amidd  the 
llorm  raifed  by  the  witchcraft  of  a proclamation.  That  to  your 
formation  was  owing  the  peace  and  protedlion  of  this  Illand,  to  your 
relaxation  has  been  owing  its  relapfc  into  impotence  and  infignifi- 
cance,  to  your  renovation  mud  be  owing  its  future  freedom  and  its 
prefent  tranquillity.  You  are  therefore  fummoned  to  Arms,  in 
order  to  preferve  your  country  in  that  guarded  quiet,  which  may 
fecure  it  from  external  hodility,  and  to  maintain  that  internal  regi- 
men throughout  the  land,  which  fuperfeding  a notorious  police  or 
a fufpcdled  militia,  may  preferve  the  blclfings  of  peace  by  a vigilant 

to  arms!  Take  up  the  fhield  of  freedom,  and 
the  pledges  of  peace, — peace,  the  motive  and  end  of  your  virtuous 
inditulion. — War,  an  occafional  duty,  ought  never  to  be  made  an 
occupation.  Every  man  fhould  become  a foldier  in  the  defence  of 
his  rights ; no  man  ought  to  continue  a-  foldier  for  offending  the 
rights  of  others.  The  facrifice  of  life  in  the  fervice  of  our  country 
is  a duty  much  too  honourable  to  be  entruded  to  mercenaries,  and 
at  this  time  when  your  country  has  by  public  authority  been  de- 
clared in  danger,  w^e  conjure  you  by  your  intered,  your  duty  and 
your  glory,  to  dand  to  your  arms,  and  in  fpite  of  a police,  in  fpite 
of  a fencible  militia,  in  virtue  of  two  proclamations,  to  maintain 
good  order  in  your  vicinage,  and  tranquillity  in  Ireland. — It  is 
only  by  the  military  array  of  men  in  whom  they  confide,  w'hom 
they  have  been  accudomed  to  revere  as  the  guardians  of  domefUe 
peace,  the  pretedfors  of  their  liberties  and  lives,  that  the  prefent 
agitation  of  the  people  can  be  dilled,  that  tumult  and  liccntloufnefs 
can  be  repreifed,  obedience  fecured  to  exiding  law',  and  a cal  an 
confidence  diffulcd  through  the  public  tnind  in  the  fpeedy  lefur- 


pre^aration  tor  war 
Citizen  Soldiers, 
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re(^ion  of  a free  conftitution — of  Liberty  and  of  EquaVity^—woris 
which  we  life  for  an  opportunity  of  repelling  calumny,  and  of 
faying,  that, 

By  Liberty  v/e  never  imderftood  unlimited  freedom,  nor  by 
Equality  the  levelling  of  property,  or  the  deftru61ion  of  fiibordina- 
tion.— This  is  a calumny  invented  by  that  faction  or  that  gang 
which  mifreprefents  the  King  to  the  People,  and  the  People  to  the 
King,  traduces  one  half  of  the  nation  to  cajole  the  other,  and  by 
keeping  up  diilrutt  and  divifion,  wiihes  to  continue  the  proud  ar- 
bitrators of  the  fortune  and  fate  of  Ireland.-— Liberty  is  the  exercife 
of  all  our  rights,  natural  and  political,  fecured  to  us  and  our  po- 
flerity  by  a real  reprefentation  of  the  people  ; — and  equality  is  the 
cxtenfion  of  the  conftituent,  to  the  fullelt  dimenfions  of  the  con- 
flitution,  of  the  eledlive  franchife  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people, 
to  the  end  that  government,  which  is  collective  power,  may  be 
guided  by  colle6live  will,  and  that  legillation  may  originate  from 
public  reafon,  keep  pace  with  public  improvement,  and  terminate 
in  public  happinefs*  If  our  conftitution  be  imperfect,  nothing  but 
a reform  in  reprefentation  will  rectify  its  abules;  if  it  be  perfect, 
nothing  but  the  fame  reform  will  perpetuate  its  bleftings. 

We  now  addrefs  you  as  citizens,  for  to  be  citizens  you  became 
foldiers  ; nor  can  v-e  help  wiftiing  that  all  foldiers,  partaking  the 
paftions  and  intereft  of  the  people,  would  remember  that  they  were 

once  citizens,  that  fedu(ft;ion  made  them  foldiers, but  nature 

made  them  men.'’  We  addrefs  you  without  any  authority,  fave 
that  of  reafon,  and  if  we  obtain  the  coincidence  of  public  opinion 
it  is  neither  by  force  nor  ftratagem,  for  we  have  no  power  to  ter- 
rify, no  artifice  to  cajole,  no  fund  to  feduce. — Here  we  fit — with- 
out mace  or  beadle,  neither  a myftery  nor  a craft,  nor  a copora- 
tion. In  four  words  lies  all  our  power,  UN  I VERS  AL  EMAN- 

CIPATION and  REPRESENTATIVE  LEGISLATURE  ;yet 
\ve  are  confident  that  on  the  pivot  of  this  principle,  a convention, — 
ftill  lefs, — a fociety, — Icfs  ftill,  a lingle  man,  would  be  able,  firlt  to 
move  and  then  to  raife  the  world.  We,  therefore,  wifh  for 
catholic  emancipation  without  any  modification,  but  ftill  we  con- 
fider  this  necelfary  enfranchifement  as  merely  the  portal  to  the  tem- 
ple of  national  freedom.  Wide  as  this  entrance  is,  wdde  enough 
to  admit  three  milions, — it  is  narrow,  when  compared  to  the  ca- 
pacity and  comprehenfion  of  our  beloved  principle,  which  takes 
in  every  individual  of  the  Irifti  nation,  cafts  an  equal  eye  over  the 
Vr’hole  iftand,  embraces  all  that  think,  and  feels  for  all  that  fuffer. 
The  catholic  caufe  is  fubordinate  to  our  caufe,  and  included  in  it, 
for  as  UNITED  IRISHMEN,  we  adhere  to  no  fe6t  but  to  fociety, 
to  no  creed  but  chriftianity,  to  no  party,  but  the  whole  people. — 
In  the  fincerity  of  our  fouls,  do  we  defire  catholic  emancipation, 
but  w'cre  it  obtained,  to-morrow,  to-morrow  would  we  go  cn,  as 
we  do  to-day,  in  the  purfuit  of  that  reform  which  would  ftill  be 
wanting  to  ratifv  their  liberties  as  well  as  our  own. 
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For  both  thefe  purpofes,  it  appears  neceffary  that  provincial  con- 
ventions fhould  ahemble  preparatory  to  the  convention  of  the 
proteftant  people.  The  Delegates  of  the  catholic  body  are  not 
juftified  in  communicating  with  individuals,  or  even  bodies  of  in- 
ferior authority,  and  therefore  an  allembly  of  a fimilar  nature  and 
organization  is  neceifai  y to  eftablilh  an  intercourfe  ol  fentiment,  an 
uniformity  of  conduct,  an  united  caufe,  and  an  united  nation.  If 
a convention  on  the  one  part  docs  not  foon  follow,  and  is  not  foon 
connected  with  that  on  the  other,  the  common  caufe  will  fplit  into 
the  partial  interefl ; tht  people  will  relax  into  inattention  and  inert- 
nefs : the  union  of  affection  and  exertion  will  diffolve,  and  too 
probably  fome  local  infurrection,  inffigated  by  the  malignity  of 
our  common  enemy,  may  commit  the  character,  and  rifque  the 
tranquillity  of  the  ifland,  which  can  be  obviated  only  by  the  in- 
fluence of  an  allembly  arifing  from,  affimilated  with  the  people, 
and  whole  fpirit  may  be  as  it  w^ere  knit  with  the  foul  of  the 
nation,-— unlefs  the  fenfe  of  the  protellant  people  be  on  their  part 
as  fairly  collected  and  as  judicioully  directed,  unlefs  individual  ex- 
. ertion  confolidates  into  collective  Ifrength,  unlefs  the  particles  unite 
into  mafs,  we  may  periiaps  ferve  fome  perfon,  or  fome  party  for  a 
little,  but  the  public  not  at  all.  The  nation  is  neither  infolent  nor 
rebellious  nor  feditious.  While  it  knows  its  rights  it  is  unwilling 
to  manifelf  its  powers.  It  would  rather  fupplicate  adminilfration 
to  anticipate  revolution  by  a well  timed  reform,  and  to  fave  their 
country  in  mercy  to  themfelves. 

The  15th  of  February  approaches,  a day  ever  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  this  country  as  the  birth-day  of  new  Ireland-— Let  paro- 
chial m.eetings  be  held  as  foon  as  poflible.  Let  each  parifh  return 
delegates,  Let  the  fenfe  of  Ulfter  be  again  declared  from  Duncan- 
non  on  a day  aurpicious  to  union,  peace,  and  freedom,  and  the  fpirit 
of  the  nortli  will  again  become  the  fpirit  of  the  nation.  The  civil 
afsembly  ought  to  claim  the  attendance  of  the  military  afsociations, 
and  we  have  addrefsed  you  citizen  foldiers,  on  this  fubject,  from 
the  belief  that  your  body,  uniting  conviction  with  zeal,  and  zeal 
with  activity,  may  have  much  influence  over  onr  countrymen,  your 
relations  and  friends.  We  offer  only  a general  outline  to  the  public, 
and  meaning  to  addrefs  Ireland,  we  prefume  not  at  prefent  to  fill  up 
the  plan,  or  pre-occupy  themodeof  its  execution.  We  have  thought 
it  our  duty  to  fpeak : anfwxr  us  by  actions ; you  have  taken  time 
for  confidcration.  Fourteen  long  years  have  elapfed  fince  the  rife 
of  your  afsociations,  and  in  1782  did  you  imagine  that  in  179^ 
this  nation  would  ftiil  remain  unreprefented  ? How  many  nations 
in  this  interval  have  gotten  the  ffart  of  Ireland!  How  many  of  our 
countrymen  have  funk  into  the  grave ! 
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January  "Sy  ^793- 

’The  Society  of  United  Irlfunen  of  Dublin  to  the  Irfli  Nation. 

IViUiam  Drennan^  Chairman. 

Archibald  Hamilton.  Rozuan^  Secretary. 

On  the  9th  of  November  179^,  this  fociety  founded.  We 
and  our  beloved  brethren  of  Belfail  hrll  began  that  civic  union, 
which,  if  a nation  be  a fociety  united  for  mutual  advannige,  has 
made  P'eland  a nation;  and  at  a time  when  all  wilhed,  many  willed, 
but  few  fpoke,  and  fewer  acted,  we.  Catholics  and  Proteftants, 
joined  our  hands  and  our  hearts  together  ; funk  every  dihinctive 
appellation  in  the  natne  of  Irifiman-,  and,  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
devoted  ourfelves  to  univerfal  entranchifement  and  a real  reprefen- 
tation  of  all  the  people  in  parliament.  On  this  rock  of  right  our 
little  ark  found  a refling  place  ; gradually,  though  not  llowly, 
throughout  the  country,  other  Nations  of  fafety  appeared,  and  what 
before  was  agitated  fea  became  firm  and  fertile  land.  From  that 
time  have  the  body  and  fpirit  of  our  focieties  increafed,  until  fel- 
fifh  corporations,  funk  in  confeious  infignificance,  have  given  way 
to  a grand  incorporation  of  the  Irifh  people. 

Knowing  that  what  the  tongue  is  to  the  man,  the  prefs  is  to  the 
people,  though  nearly  blafled  in  our  cradle  by  the  forcery  of  fo- 
licitors  of  law  and  general  attorneys,  we  have  perfiRed  with  cou- 
rageous perfeverance  to  rally  around  this  forlorn  hope  of  freedom, 
and  to  maintain  this  citadel  of  the  conflitution  at  therifque  of  perfo- 
nal  fecurity,  property,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  us. 

We  have  defended  the  violated  liberty  of  the  fubject  againfl  the 
undefined  and  voracious  privilege  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  treat- 
ing with  merited  fcorn  the  infolent  menaces  of  men  inflated  with 
office. 

Not  a man  fo  low  that  if  opprefsed  by  any  afsumptiGn  of  power, 
civil  or  military,  has  not  met  with  our  counfel,  our  purfe  and  our 
protection;  not  a man  fo  liigh,  that  if  acting  contrary  to  popular 
right  or  public  independence,  we  have  not  denounced  at  the  judge- 
ment feat  of  juftice,  and  at  the  equitable  tribunal  of  public  opi- 
nion. * 

We  have  addrefsed  the  Volunteers---deliverers  of  this  injured 
land ! Have  we  done  wrong  ? If  we  have,  tear  your  colours  from 
the  flaff,  reverfe  your  arms,  muffle  your  drums,  beat  a funeral 
march  for  Ireland,  and  then  abandon  the  corpfe  to  fenfibles,  to 
militia,  to  invalids  and  difinounted  dragoons.  If  we  have  done 
wrong,  and  we  fwear  by  the  revolution  of  17^2  that  we  have  not, 
go  on  with  the  zeal  of  ehterprizing  virtue,  and  a fenfe  of  your 
own  importance,  to  exei  cife  that  right  of  felf-defence  which  belongs 
to  the  nation,  and  to  infufs  conftitutional  energy  into  the  public 
will  for  the  public  good.  ' 
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O,  Ireland!  Ireland!  country  to  which  we  have  clung  in  all  our 
misfortunes,  perfonal,  religious,  political  ; tor  whofe  freedom  and 
happinefs  we  are  here  folemnly  united;  for  whom,  as  a fociety,  we 
live ; and  for  whom  as  men,  if  hard  neceffity  coimrands  it,  we 
are  ready  to  die;  let  us  conjure  you  not  to  abufe  the  prefent-  pre- 
cious moment,  by  a felf-extinguidiment,  by  a credulous  committal 
of  your  judgment  and  fenfes  to  the  direction  of  others  by  an  idle  and 
idiot  gaze  on  what  may  be  going  on  in  parliament.  In  receiving 
good  ohices  from  all,  dillingiiiih  between  found  HiberniciTm  and 
that  Windy  patriotifni,  which  is  now  puffing  and  blowing  in  the 
race  of  popularitv.  TruO:  as  little  to  your  triends  as  to  yoi  r e e- 
mies  in  a matte  where  you  can  act  only  by  yourfelves.  The  will 
of  the  nation  mutl  be  declared  before  any  retorm  ought  to  take 
place.  It  is  not  therefore  any  clafs  however  numerous,  any  foci- 
ety however  relpectable,  any  fubaltern  afsembly  that  have  either 
right  'or  competency  to  exprefs  that  authoritative  will.  Nothing 
lei's  than  the  people  can  fpeak  for  the  people.  This  competency 
reudes  not  in  a few  freeholders  ffiivering  in  the  corner  of  a county 
hall,  but  only  in  the  whole  community  reprefented  in  each  county, 
{as  at  prefent  in  Antrim,)  bv  parochial  delegation,  and  from 
each  county  by  baronial  delegation,  to  provincial  conventions,  the 
union  of  which  muft  form  tlie  awful  will  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
Let  us  therefore  conclude,  bv  conjuring  the  county  meetings  now 
atTembling  to  follow  the  example  ot  Ulfter,  and  by  appointing  de- 
legates to  a convention  ot  their  refpGCtive  provinces,  to  unite  their 
fcattered  and  infulated  wills  into  one  momentous  mafs,  which  may 
liave  authority  fufficient  to  make  a declaration  of  rights  in  behalf 
of  the  nation.  • 


A Plan  of  an  equal  Reprefentation  of  the  People  of  Ireland  in  the 
^ Houje  of  Commons 

Prepared  for  Public  Confidoration  by  the  Society  of  United  Irijhmen 

of  Dublin, 

I.  THAT  the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  reprefentation  folely, 
fhould  be  divided  into  three  hundred  electorates,  formed  by  a com-’ 
bination  of  parithes,  and  as  nearly  as  poffible  equal  in  point  of  po- 
pulation 

II.  That  each  cledf orate  fhould  return  one  reprefentativc  to  par- 
liament 

III.  That  each  decorate  fhould  for  the  convenience  of  carrying 

on  the  elections  at  the  fame  time  be  fubdivedinto  a fufficient  nuin-' 
ber  of  parts.  - , 
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IV.  That  there  fhould  be  a returning  officer  for  each  electorate, 
and  a deputy  returning  officer  for  each  fubdivifion,  to  be  refpec- 
tively  elected. 

V That  the  electors  of  the  electorate  fhould  vote,  each  in  the 
fubdivifion  in  which  he  is  rcgiftered,  and  has  refided  as  hereinafter 
fpecified. 

VI.  That  the  returning  officers  of  the  fubdivifions  fhould  fevc- 
rally  return  their  refpective  polls  to  the  returning  officer  of  the 
electorate,  who  fhould  tot  up  the  whole,  and  return  the  perfon 
having  a majority  of  votes,  as  the  reprefentative  in  parliament. 

VII.  That  every  man  poffiefTing  the  right  of  fuffrage  for  a repre- 
fentative in  parliament  fhould  exercife  it  in  his  own  perfon  only. 

VIII.  That  no  perfon  ffiould  have  a right  to  vote  in  more  than 
one  electorate,  at  the  fame  eletion 

IX.  That  every  male  of  found  mind,  who  has  attained  the  full 
age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  atually  dwelt,  or  maintained  a family 
efiablifhment  in  any  electorate  for  fix  months  of  the  twelve  imme- 
diately previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  ele6ton,  (provided 
his  refidence,  or  maintaining  a family  effablKhment  be  duly  re- 
giftered)  fhould  be  intitled  to  vote  for  the  reprefentative  of  the 
eledlorate. 

X.  That  there  fhould  be  a regiflering  officer,  and  a reglflry  of 
refidence  in  every  fubdivifion  of  each  electorate  ; and  that  in  all 
queflions  concerning  refidence,  the  regiftry  mould  be  confidered 
as  conclufive  evidence. 

XI.  That  all  elections  in  the  nation  fhould  commence  and  clofe 
on  the  fame  day. 

XII.  That  the  votes  of  all  electors  flioiild  be  given  by  voice  and 
not  by  ballot. 

XIII.  That  no  oath  of  any  kind  fhould  be  taken  by  any  elector. 

XIV.  That  the  full  age  of  twenty-rive  years  fhould  be  a necef- 
fary  qualification  to  intitle  any  man  to  be  a reprel'entative. 

XV.  That  refidence,  within  the  electorate  fhould  not,  but  that 
refidence  wdthin  the  kingdom  fhould  be  a neceflary  qualification  for 
a reprefentative. 

XVI.  That  no  property  qualification  fliould  be  neceffiary  to  in- 
title any  man  to  be  a reprefentative. 

XVII.  That  any  perfon  having  a penfion,  or  holding  a place 
in  the  Executive  or  Judicial  Departments,  ihould  be  thereby  dif- 
qualified  from  being  a reprefentative. 

XVIII.  That  reprefentatives  fhould  receive  a reafonable  ftipend 
for  their  fervices. 

XIX.  That  every  reprefentative  fhould,  on  taking  his  feat, 
fwear  that  neither  he,  nor  any  perfon  to  promote  his  intereft,  with 
his  privity,  gave  or  was  to  give  any  bribe  for  the  fuffrage  of  any 
yoter. 

XX.  That  any  reprefentative  convicted  by  a jury,  of  having 
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a^ed  coRtran'  to  the  fubftance  of  the  abpve  oath,  fhould  be  dor 
ever  dirqualified  from  fitting  or  voting  in  parliament. 

XXL  That  parliaments  ihoiild  be  annual. 

XXil.  That  a reprefentaiive  Ihould  be  at  liberty  to  refign  his 
.delegation  upon. giving  fufficient  notice  to  his  conftituents. 

XXI II.  That  abfence  from  duty  for  Ihould  vacate  the 

feat  of  a reprefentative. 

The  Society  of  United  Irifmnen  of  puhlir.,  to  the  People  of  Irelands 
People  of  Ireland, 

WE  now  fubmit  to  your  confideration,  a plan  for  your  equal 
reprefentation  in  theHoufe  of  Commons.  In  framing  it,  we  have 
difregarded  the  many  over-charged  accufations,  which  we  hear 
daily  made  by  the  prejudiced  and  the  corrupt,  againfi  the  people, 
their  independence,  integrity  and  underftanding.  W e are,  our- 
felves,  but  a portion  of  the  People ; and  that  appellation,  we  feel, 
confers  more  real  honour  and  importance,  than  can,  in  thefe  times, 
be  derived  from  places,  penlions,  or  titles.  As  little  have  wc 
confulted  the  fentiments  of  adminiftration  or  of  oppoution.  We 
have  attentively  obferved  them  both,  and,  wdtalever  we  may  hope 
of  fome  members  of  the  latter,  zve  firmly  believe  that  both  thofe 
parties  are  equally  averfe  from  the  ineafiu'e  of  adequate  reform.  If 
we  had  no  other  reafon  for  that  cpinionj  the  plan  laid  before parlia^ 
7nent,  in  the  laji  feffiony  under  the  aiifpices  of  oppoftti on,  miight  convince 
us  of  the  melancholy  truth.  Thus  circumftanced,  then,  diftrulting 
all  parties,  we  hold  it  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  man  in  the 
nation,  to  examine,  deliberate,  and  decide  for  himfelf  on  that 
important  meafure.  As  a portion  of  the  People  (for  in  no  other 
capacity,  we  again  repeat  it,  do  we  prefume  to  addrefs  you)  w'e 
fuggeft  to  you  our  ideas,  by  which  w'e  would  provide  to  prefcrvc 
the  popular  part  of  the  legillature  uninfluenced  by,  and  indepen- 
dent of  the  other  two  parts,  and  to  eiFecIuate  that  ellcntial  principle 
of  juftice  and  of  our  conftitution,  that  every  man  has  the  riglu  of 
voting,  through  the  medium  of  his  reprefentative,  for  the  law  by 
which  he  is  bound  : that  facred  principle,  for  which  America 
fought,  and  by  which  Ireland  was  emancipated  from  Britifli  Supre- 
macy ! If  our  ideas  are  right,  which  we  feel  an  honcll;  conviction 
they  are,  adopt  them,  if  wrong,  difcufTion  willdeteft  their  errors, 
and  we  'at  leaf,  fliall  be  always  found  ready  to  profit  by,  and  con- 
form oiirfelves  to  the  fentiments  of  the  people. 

Our  prefent  fiate  of  reprefentation  is  charged  with  being  un- 
equal, unjull:,  and  by  no  means  calculated  to  exprefs  your  deli- 
berate wdll  on  any  fubjedt  of  general  importance.  We  have  en- 
ileavoured  to  point  out  the  remedies  of  thofe  evils,  by  a more 
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equal  difirlbuticn  of  political  power  and  liberty,  hy  doing  juJiJcpy 
and  by  anxioudy  prc  viding  that  your  deliberate  will  fliall  be,  at  all 
times,  accurately  exp^elTed  in  your  own  branch  of  the  Icgiflatiire. 
If  thefe  are  not  the  principles  of  good  government,  we  have  yet 
to  learn  from  the  placeinen  and  penfioners  that  flit  about  the 
Caflie,  in  what  the  fcience  of  polifics  can  confift.  But  w’e  know 
they  are,  and  we  are  bold  to  fay,  that  the  more  a government 
carries  thefe  prlncipies  into  effect,  the  nearer  it  approaches  to 
pertedlion. 

Wc  believe  it  will  be  faid  that  our  plan,  however  jufl:,  is  im- 
pradlicable  in  the  prefent  date  of  this  country.  If  any  part  of  that 
impracticability  fhouid  be  fuppofed  to  refult  from  the  interefted 
refiflance  of  borough  proprietors,  ahhough  w'e  never  will  confent 
to  compremife  the  public  rights  yet  vre,  for  our  parts,  might 
not  hefitate  to  purchafe  tlie  public  peace  by  an  adequate  compen- 
fation.  At  all  events  it  refls  with  you,  countrymen,  not  with 
us,  to  remove  the  objection.  If  you  do  not  wifli  the  accompliih- 
inent  of  fnclr  a reform,  it  will  not  take  place  : if  you  do,  we 
cannot  believe  that  Ireland  is  yet  funk  to  that  date  of  mifgovern- 
incnt  in  whicli  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  although  the  great  body 
of  the  people  fcrioufly  feel  the  jidfice  of  a meafure,  and  are 
feriouOy  determined  on  its  attainment,  it  is  neverthelcfs  imprac* 
ticable. 

To  you,  among  our  countrymen,  for  wdiofe  welfare  we  have 
peculiarly  laboured  irom  the  firlt  moment  of  our  inflitution,  and 
the  contemplation  of  whofe  prufperity  will  more  than  compenfate 
us  for  the  lutferings  wc  may  have  endured,  for  the  caliimmes  wdth 
which  we  arc  afperfed,  and  for  thofe  which  the  publication  of  this 
unpalateable  plan  will  call  down  upon  us:  To  you  the  poorer  clajfes 
of  the  community  we  now  addrefs  ourfelves.  V7e  arc  told  you  are 
ignorant  y we  wdfh  you  to  enjoy  liberty,  without  w'hich  no  people 
was  ever  enlightened.  We  are  told  you  are  uneducated  and  im- 
moral ; we  wifli  you  to  be  educated,  and  your  morality  improved, 
by  the  moil  rapid  of  all  inflruClors— a good  government.  Do  you 
find  yonrfelf  funk  in  poverty  and  wretchednefs  ? Are  you  over- 
loaded with  burdens  you  are  but  little  able  to  bear?  Do  you  feel 
many  grievances  which  it  would  be  tedious  and  might  be  unfafe, 
to  mention  ? Believe  us  they  can  all  be  redreffed  by  luch  a reform 
as  will  give  ycur  juft  proportion  of  intluence  in  the  Icgifiature. 
AND  BY  SUCH  A MEASURE  ONLY. — To  that,  therefore,  w^e  wifli 
to. rivet  all  your  attention.  Let  thofe  men  who  wrangle  about  pre- 
ferving  or  acquiring  power  catch  at  popularity  by  their  petty  re- 
gulations to  check  the  progrefs  of  thefe  growing  evils  ; do  you  de- 
liberate, in  the  retirement  of  your  hearts,  upon  their  only  ade- 
quate remedy.  Dcfifl,  we  entreat  you,  from  thofe  dilUirbances, 
w hich  are  a difgrace  to  your  country,  and  an  injury  to  yourfelves, 
which  impair  your  own  ilrength  and  impede  your  owm  caufe.  Ex- 
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amine,  peaceably  and  attentlvehy  the  plan  of  reform  wc  now  fubmit 
to  yon.  Confider  does  it  propojs  to  do  you  jiijiicc  P Does  it 
propofe  to  give  you  fufficient  protection  P for  we  have  no  fears  but 
that  the  rich  will  have  juftice  done  to  them, ^ and  will  be  always 
fnthciently  protected.  Hang  this  plan  up  in  your  c abb  ins  ; think  on 
it  over  and  ever  again  ; do  not  throw  it  by  in  dejpair^  as  being  im- 
pofjihle  io  he  carried  into  effebfy  FOR  NOTHING,  WE  HOPE,  is  IM- 
POSSIBLE THAT  IS  JUST. 


Conjiiiutkn  of  the  Society  of  United  h'ijhmen  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
us  firji  agreed  upon, 

TKE  Society  is  conftitiUcd  for  the  pnrpofe  of  forwarding  a 
brotherhood  of  affection,  an  identity  of  interefts,  a communion  of 
rights,  and  an  union  of  power,  among  Irilhmen  of  all  religious 
perf  lafions,  and  thereby  obtaining  an  impartial  and  adequate  re- 
prefentation  of  the  nation  in  parliament. 

The  members  of  this  fociety  are  either  ordinary  or  honorary. 

Such  perfons  only  are  eligible  as  honorary  members,  who  have 
dlftinguiihed  themfelves  by  promoting  the  liberties  of  mankind, 
and  are  not  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 

Every  candidate  for  admiOion  into  the  fociety,  whether  as  an 
ordinarv  or  honorary  member,  fhall  be  propofed  by  two  ordinary 
members,  who  diall  fign  a certificate  of  his  being,  from  their 
knowledge  of  him,  a fit  perfon  to  be  admitted — that  he  has  feeii 
the  ted,  and  is  willing  to  take  it : this  certificate,  delivered  to  the 
fecretary,  fhall  be  read  from  the  chair  at  the  enfuing  meeting  of 
the  fociety,  and  on  the  next  fubfeqiient  night  of  meeting  the 
fociety  fhall  proceed  to  the  eledlion. — The  nanjcs  and  addi- 
tions of  the  candidate,  with  the  names  of  thofe  by  whom  he  has 
been  propofed,  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  fummons  for  the  night  of 
ele61ion.  The  ele(flion  fltall  be  condudfed  by  ballot,  and  if  one 
fifth  of  the  number  of  beans  be  black,  the  candidate  Hands 
rejected.  The  election,  with  refpedt  to  an  ordinary  member, 
fhall  be  void,  if  he  does  not  attend  within  four  meetings  after- 
wards, urdefs  he  can  plead  fome  reafonable  excufe  for  his  abfence. 

Every  perfon  elected  a member  of  the  focietv,  whether  honorary 
or  ordinary,  Hiall,  previous  to  his  admiilion,  take  and  fubferibe  the 
following  teft : 

lyA.B.  in  the  prefence  of  God,  do  pledge  mvfelf  to  my 

country,  that  I will  ufe  all  my  abilities  and  influence  in  the 
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altaintricnt  of  an  impartial  and  adequate  reprerentation  of  tlie 
‘‘  Irifh  nation  in  parliament ; and  as  a means  of  abfolute  and 
“ immediate  neceffity  in  the  eftablilhment  of  this  chief  good  of 

Ireland,  I will  endeavour,  as  much  as  lies  in  rny  ability,  to 
“ forward  a brotherhood  of  afteflion,  an  identity  of  interelts,  a 
‘‘  communion  of  rights,  and  an  union  of  power  among  Irifhmen' 
‘‘  of  all  religious  peiTuafions ; without  which  every  reform  in 
‘‘  parliament  muil:  be  partial,  not  national,  inadequate  to  the' 
‘‘  wants,  delufive  to  the  vvidjes,  and  infufEcient  for  the  freedom 

and  happinefs  of  this  country.” 

A member  of  another  foclety  of  united  Irithmcn  being  intro- 
duced to  the  prefident  by  a member  of  this  fociety,  fliall  upon  pro- 
ducing a certificate  figned  by  the  fecretary,  and  fealed  with  the 
leal  of  the  fociety  to  whicli  he  belongs,  and  taking  the  before- 
mentioned  tefi,  be  thereupon  admitted  to  attend  the  fittings  of 
this  fociety. 

The  officers  of  the  fociety  fliall  confifl  of  a prefident,  treafurer,. 
and  fecretary,  who  fhall  be  feverally  eledled  every  three  months. 
Viz.  on  every  firfl  night  of  meeting  in  the  months  of  November, 
February,  May,  and  Auguft  ; the  eledfion  to  be  determined  by 
each  member  prefent  writing  on  a piece  of  paper  the  names  of 
the  cbjedi  of  his  choice,  and  putting  it  into  a box — The  majority 
of  votes  lhail  decide.  If  the  votes  are  equal,  the  prefident  fhalk 
have  a calling  voice.  No  perfon  fliall  be  capable  of  being  re- 
elecled  to  any  office  for  the  quarter  next  fucceeding  the  determi- 
nation of  his  office.  In  cafe  of  an  occafional  vacancy  in  any 
office  by  death  or  otherwlfe,  the  fociety  (hall,  on  the  next  night  of 
meeting,  eledl  a perfon  to  the  fame  for  the  remainder  of  the  quarter. 

The  fociety  fliall  meet  on  every  fecond  Friday  night ; oftener  if 
neceflary.  The  chair  fliall  be  taken  at  eight  o’clock  from  29th 
September  to  25th  March,  and  at  nine  oclock  from  25th  March  to 
aqth  September.  Fifteen  members  fliall  form  a quorum.  No 
new  bufinefs  fliall  be  introduced  after  ten  o’clock. 

Every  refpcdf  and  deference  fliall  be  paid  to  the  prefident  ; his 
chair  fliall  be  raifed  three  iteps  above  the  feats  of  the  members; 
the  treafurer  and  fecretary  lhall  have  feats  under  him,  two  fteps 
above  the  feats  of  the  members.  On  his  rifing  from  his  chair  and 
taking  off'  his  hat,  there  mud  be  filence,  and  the  members  be 
feated.  Ke  fhall  be  judge  of  order  and  propriety,  be  impowered 
to  diredf  an  apology,  and  to  fine  refradlory  members  in  any  fum 
not  above  one  crown.  If  the  member  refufe  to  pay  the  fine,  or 
make  the  apology,  he  is  thereupon  expelled  from  the  fociety. 

There  fliall  be  a committee  of  conffitution,  of  finance,  of  cor- 
refporidence,  and  of  accommodation.  The  committee  of  confli- 
tution  fliall  confifl  of  nine  members,  that  of  finance  of  feven 
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members,  that  of  correfpondence  of  five  members.  Each  com- 
mittee Iball,  independent  of  occafional  reports,  make  general  re- 
ports on  every  quarterly  meeting.  The  treafurer  (hall  be  under 
the  direftion  of  the  committee  of  finance,  and  the  fecretary  under 
the  dire<5fion  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence.  The  eleflion 
for  committees  Oiall  be  on  every  quarterly  meeting,  and  decided 
by  the  majority  of  votes. 

In  order  to  defray  the  neceffary  expences,  and  efiablifh  a fund 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fociety,  each  ordinary  member  fliall  on  his  elec- 
tion pay  to  the  treafurer,  by  thofe  w^ho  propofed  him,  one  guinea 
admilfion  fee,  and  alfo  one  guinea  annually,  by  hall  yearly  pay- 
ments, on  every  firfi  night  of  meeting  in  November  and  May; 
the  firll  payment  thereof  to  be  on  the  firit  night  of  meeting  in  No- 
vember lyg'Z.  On  every  quarterly  meeting  following,  the  names 
of  the  defaulters,  as  they  appear  in  the  treafury-book,  fhall  be  read 
from  the  chair.  If  any  member  after  the  fecond  reading  negle6l 
to  pay  his  fiibfcrlptlon,  he  fliall  be  excluded  the  fociety,  unlefs  he 
can  (hew  fome  reafonable  excufe  for  his  default. 

The  fecretary  fliall  be  furniflied  with  the  following  feal,  viz.  a 
harp— at  the  top  I am  new  Jirung at  the  bottom,  “ / will 
be  heard : and  on  the  exergue  “ Society  of  United  Irijhmen  of 
Dublin:^ 

No  motion  for  an  alteration  of,  or  addition  to,  the  conflitution 
fliall  be  made  but  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  and  notice  of  fuch 
motion  fliall  be  given  fourteen  days  previous  to  thofe  meetings. 
If  upon  fuch  motion  the  fociety  (hall  fee  ground  for  the  propofed 
alteration  or  addition,  the  fame  (hall  be  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee, with  fnftruTions  to  report  on  the  next  night  of  meeting 
their  opinion  thereon ; and  upon  fuch  report  the  queflion  lhall  be 
decided  by  the  fociety. 
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ExtraBs from  the  Information  of  Charles  Ale  Fililny  given  upon  Oath 
before  George  Fitzgerald  Hilly  Efq;  a Magifirate  for  the  County 
of  the  City  of  Londonderry , 

THAT  about  the  month  of  June  1796  he  was  fworn  to  be- 
come a United  Irifliman  ; he  had  refilled  for  a coUliderable  time 
before  to  take  the  oath,  but  he  perceived  that  fo  many  perfons  in 
the  county  were  fworn,  and  he  was  fo  itrongly  advifed  to  it  that  he 
at  lafl  complied.  He  attended  a few  meetings  of  a Society  which 
had  been  formed  bv  another  perfon,  and  he  then  formed  one  of  his 
own.  That  each  Society  (to  be  legal  according  to  the  Conltitution 
of  United  Iriflimen)  mull  conful  of  at  leait  feven  perfons^  that  it 
required  Delegates  from  at  lead  three  focieties  to  make  a' Baronial 
Committee,  and  that  two  Delegates  from  each  Baronial  Com- 
mittee form.ed,  a County  Committee,  and  two  or  three  Dele- 
gates from  each  County  Committee  formed  the  Provincial  Com- 
mittee ; there  was  an  Executive  Direddory,  which  he  was  informed 
confided  of  twenty-five  perfons,  one  of  whom  always  attended  the 
Provincial  Meeting,  in  order  to  communicate  intelligence  and  give 
orders  to  be  carried  by  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Meeting  to 
their  next  County  Meeting,  and  from  the  County  Committee  to 
the  Baronial,  and  from  thefe  to  the  low'ed  focieties.  Each  Com- 
mittee had  a Treafurer  and  Secretary,  and  it  was  the  bufincls  of  the 
Treafurer  of  the  lowed  fociety  to  colledl  fo  much  money  per  week 
from  each  member,  which  was  paid  by  the  different  Delegates  of  ’ 
the  different  Societies  progredively  from  one  to  the  other  until  it 
reached  the  Provincial  Committee,  who  then  paid  the  money  to  the 
Executive  Diredlor,  who  ahvays  attended  for  the  Purpofe ; and 
once  in  three  months  the  Diredlory  gave  an  account  to  the  Provin- 
cial of  the  manner  in  which  the  former  dims  received  had  been 
difpofedof.  Returns  likewife  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  men  were 
made  from  the  low^ed  fociety  to  the  Delegates  through  the  different 
Committees,  the  Baronial,  the  County,  and  the  Provincial,  and 
from  this  laft  to  the  Executive  Diredlory,  who  always  attended  the 
Provincial  Committee.” 

The  perfon  giving  this  information  was  eledled  a Delegate  to 
a County  Committee  which  was  held  at  Maghera  on  the  13th 
Odlober  1796,  and  a perfon  whom  he  names  attended  to  give  the 
reports  of  the  lad  Provincial  Meeting ; about  twenty  members 
wereprefent  at  this  meeting  one  of  whom  adled  as  Treafurer,  and 
the  fum  of  21I.  12s.  2d.  w^as  paid  into  his  hands.  He  attended 
another  County  Meeting  at  Garvagh,  on  the  fecond  Friday  in 
November,  where  the  reports  of  the  Provincial  were  in  like  Man- 
ner given;  it  was  a full  meeting,  and  the  names  of  nine  perfons 
who  were  prefent  are  given.  The  Reporter  from  the  Provincial 
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told  them  that  foreign  aid  was  immediately  expelled,  and  that 
the  United  Iriilimen  were  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  rife  ; 
this  he  mentioned  from  the  Provincial,  and  gave  them  orders  from 
the  Provincial  Committee  to  form  themfelves  into  Companies 
under  Officers ; every  hundred  men  to  appoint  one  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  and  five  Sergeants,  to  procure  all  the  arms  and  am- 
munition th-.y  could.  A perfon  at  the  meeting  defined  to  know 
what  they  fhould  rife  with  ? and  the  Reporter  anfwered,  with  pikes, 
guns,  and  with  any  other  weapons  they  could  in  any  w^ay  get  ; 
tliey  were  likewife  told  that  the  United  Bufinefs  was  going  on  well 
in  England  and  Scotland. 

At  this  lall  mieeting  he  was  elefted  a Delegate  to  the  Provin- 
cial meetings  a County  Treafurer  was  chofen,  and. half  of  the 
money  colledfed  was  fent  to  Derry  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  United  Men 
as  were  pri Toners  in  that  place.  The  reafon  why  he  was  ele6ted  a 
Delegate  he  thinks  was  on  account  of  his  being  a Roman  Catho- 
lic, part  of  the  fyflem  of  the  United  Irllhmen,  being  to  unite  all 
religious  perfuafions  in  the  fame  objeef,  which  was  to  overturn 
the  Government  and  Conftitution  of  this  country.  To  infpire 
confidence  into  the  Roman  Catholics  he  thinks  was  the  Reafon  for 
his  being  continued  to  four  or  five  Provincial  Meetings. 

The  foreign  aid  which  the  United  Irifhmen  expected  he  always 
undcrltood  to  be  the  French.  At  the  next  Provincial  Meeting  which 
he  attended  on  the  22d  November  the  principal  bufinefs  done 
was  receiving  the  returns  of  men,  and  arms  and  money.  Five  coun- 
ties were  reprefented  at  this  meeting,  and  the  names  of  the  Dele- 
■ gates  from  each  are  mentioned.  He  was  then  deputed  to  carry 
the  reports  from  the  Fiovincial  to  a County  Committee  of  Derry 
held  at  Tobermore  ; he  attended  other  meetings  in  the  fame 
capacity  at  Stevvaritovyn  and  at  Dungiven  ; fubferiplions  were  paid 
in  at  both  times.  At  the  latter  place,  for  greater  fecrecy,  they 
tranfaHed  the  bufinefs  of  the  meeting  in  a Cellar.  It  was  ru- 
moured that  the  French  had  arrived,  and  a member  rode  inftantly 
to  Bel  fall  to  know  the  truth  ; on  his  return  he  exprelfed  much 
furprize  that  the  Executive  Directory  had  no  intelligence  of  the 
coming  of  the  French, 
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f ^^Py)  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Irelands 

- / A PROCLAMATION. 

CAMDEN,  . 

WHEREAS  wc  have  received  information  that  divers  ill-afFedled 
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perfons  have  entered  into  illegal  and  treafonable  afibciations  in  feve- 
ral  parts  of  the  counties  of  Antrim,  Down,  Tyrone,  Londonderry, 
and  Armagh  to  fubvert  the  eftablilhed  government  of  this  kingdom, 
and  for  effedfing  fuch  their  treafonable  purpofes  have  affairinated  di- 
vers of  his  Majehy’s  faithful  and  loyal  fubje61s  who  have  endea- 
voured, and  tiireatened  to  afTaffinate  all  others  who  (liall  endeavour 
to  detebf  or  fupprefs  their  treafon  ; and  in  further  profccution  of 
their  defigns  have  endeavoured  to  deter  his  Majefly’s  loyal  fubjedls 
from  enrolling  themfelves  under  officers  commiffioned  by  his  Ma- 
jefly  for  the  defence  of  this  kingdom  during  the  prefent  war,  by 
maiming  and  deftroying  their  cattle,  and  by  alTauiting  and  wantonly 
W'ounding  one  perfon  becaufe  he  had  enrolled  himfelf,  and  by  threat- 
ening affaffination  againfl  all  perfons  who  fhould  fo  enrol  themfelves, 
and  in  further  profecution  of  fuch  tlu^r  purpofes  have  by  felonious 
and  other  illegal  means,  endeavoured  fccretly  to  procure  ammuni- 
tion and  other  warlike  Idores,  and  particularly  that  feveral  evil-dif- 
pofed  perfons  lately  broke  into  one  of  his  Majefly’s  llorcs  in 
the  town  of  Belfafl  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  thereout  took  and 
carried  away  ten  barrels  of  gun-powder. 

And  whereas  we  have  alfo  received  information  that  on  Tuefday 
the  firlbof  Novem.ber  inftant  a confiderable  number  of  armed  men, 
alfociated  in  the  aforefaid  treafonable  confpiracies,  entered  the  town 
of  Stewarflown  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  and  cut  and  maimed  fc- 
veral  of  the  peaceful  inhabitents  of  the  faid  town  who  had  refufed 
to  join  in  their  aflbeiations,  and  who  ha^  agreed  to  enrol  themfelves 
in  corps  under  officers  to  be  commiffioned  by  his  Majefly  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  peace,  and  for  the  protedlion  of  the  kingdom 
againfl  foreign  invalion. 

And  whereas  we  have  alfo  received  information,  that  in  further 
profecution  of  the  faid  treafonable  purpofes  many  large  bodies  of  men 
have  affembled  and  arrayed  themfelves  and  marched  in  military  or- 
der and  with  military  mufick  through  feveral  parts  of  the  faid  diiiricVs, 
under  the  pretence  of  faving  corn  and  digging  potatoes  (though  they 
far  exceeded  the  numbers  neceffary  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervices) 
to  the  very  great  terror  of  the  loyal  and  faithful  fubjedbs  of  his 
Majehy. 

And  whereas  fuch  treafonable  outrages  have  caufed  well-grounded 
alarms  in  the  minds  of  his  Majefly’s  faithful  fubjeds,  and  are  of  the 
mofl  dangerous  and  pernicious  tendency  : 
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■ Now  we  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  being  deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  public  peace  and  to  afford  proteblion  to  all 
his  Majeftv’s  loyal  fubjedls,  and  immediately  and  effedtually  to  ex- 
ercife  all  powers  with  which  the  conftitution  has  inverted  us  for  thefe 
purpofes,  do  forewarn  all  perfuns  of  the  danger  they  may  incur,  and 
on  their  allegiance  charge  them  to  dertrt  from  fuch  treafonable  prac- 
tices. 

And  w'e  do  hereby  rtri(91y  charge  and  command  all  mayors, 
fhcrirts,  jurtices  of  the  peace  and  other  peace  Omcers,  and  all  orticers 
civil  and  military  in  this  Kingdom,  and  all  other  his  Majeftys  lov- 
ing fubjecls,  as  they  tender  their  allegiance  to  his  Majerty  and  their 
own  fafery,  to  ufe  tlteir  beft  endeavours  to  prevent,  and  where  that 
cannot  be  done,  to  difeover  and  bring  tojuftice  thofe  concerned  in  the 
aforefaid  praiflices,  and  to  prevent  and  difperfe  all  treafonable,  fedi- 
tious  or  unlawful  artemblics,  .the  neceflary  orders  having  been  al- 
ready ilfued  to  the  fev'eral  ofneers  of  his  Majerty’s  forces  in  this 
kingdom  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  the  civil  magirtratts  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  duties  for  that  purpofe. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin  the  6th  Day 
of  November  i ) 96. 

V/.  Armagh,  Chre,  C.  Bellamont,  Glandore,  Mount  Norris,  Ely, 
Dillon,  Pery,  Mountjoy,  O'Neil,  MufKerry,  Donoghmore,  Carle- 
ton,  Yelverton,  Rort'more,  John  Fortcr,  J.  Parnell,  J.  Bla- 
quirer,  Her.  Langrirtie,  D.  La  Touche,  H.  Cavendifh,  Arthur 
Wolfe,  James  Cuff,  J.  Beresford,  T.  Pelham,  Robert  Rofs,  S. 
Hamilton,  Lodge  Morris. 

(A  true  Copy.)  J.  PiigTRiCKSON. 
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Pdhams  Letter  to  General  Lane,  3/2’  March. 


SIR, 


Dublin  Cartle,  3d  March,  1797. 


I am  commanded  by  my  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  yon,  that 
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from  the  information  received  by  his  Excellency,  with  refpe^l  to 
various  parts  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  additional  meafures  to 
thofe  hitherto  employed  for  preferving  the  public  peace  are  be- 
come neceffary.  It  appears  that  in  the  counties  of  Down,  A.n- 
triin,  Tyrone,  Derry,  and  Donegal,  fecrct  and  treafonable  aso- 
cial ions  iiill  continue  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  that  the  perfons 
concerned  in  thefe  ad'ociations  are  attempting  to  defeat  all  the 
exertions  ol  the  loyal  and  wcll-difpofed,  by  the  means  of  terror  ; 
that  they  threaten  the  lives  of  all  who  fhall  venture,  from  regard 
to  their  duty  and  oath  of  allegiance,  to  difeover  their  treafons  ; 
that  they  aflemble  in  great  numbers  by  night,  and  by  threats  and 
force,  difarm  the  peaceable  inhabitants  ; that  they  have  fired  on 
his  Majelly’s  juft  ices  of  the  peace,  when  endeavouring  to  apprehend 
them  in  their  nocfurnal  robberies;  that  they  threaten  by  papers, 
letters,  and  notices,  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  fhall,  in  any  man- 
ner, refift  or  oppofe  them : that  in  their  nightly  excurhons,  for  the 
piirpoie  of  difarming  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjects,  they  diTguife 
their  perfons  and  countenances  ; that  they  endeavour  to  collecSl 
great  quantities  of  Arms  in  concealed  hiding  places  ; that  they 
have  cut  down  great  numbers  of  trees  on  the  edates  of  the  gentry, 
for  tlte  purpofe  of  making  pikes  ; that  they  have  ftolen  great 
quantities  of  lead  for  the  purpofe  of  cafling  bullets  ; that  they 
privately  by  night  cxcrcife  themfelves  in  the  pradliceof  arms ; that 
they  endeavour  to  intimidate  perfons  from  joining  the  yeomanry 
c(ups  eilablilhed  by  law,  in  order  to  refill  a foreign  enemy;  that 
they  refnfe  to  employ  in  manufactures  thofe  who  cnllld  in  the  faid 
corps  ; that  they  not  only  threaten,  but  ill  treat  the  perfons  of  the 
yeomanry,  and  even  attack  their  houfes  by  night,  and  proceed 
to  the  barbarous  extremity  of  deliberate  and  fhocking  murder,  as 
was  exemplihed  in  their  recent  attack  and  murder,  by  night,  of 
Mr.  Com)  ns  of  Ncwiownards,  and  that  they  profefs  a refolution 
to  afiifl  the  enemies  of  his  Majeldy,  if  they  fhould  be  enabled  to 
land  in  this  kingdom.  It  farther  appears,  that  thefe  didurbances 
and  outrages  exid,  aud  even  encreafe,  as  well  in  the  diftridfs  which 
have  been  proclaimed,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  in  order 
therefore  to  reduce  the  perfons  engaged  in  the  aforefaid  treafonable 
adbeiations,  and  guilty  of  the  faid  atrocious  outrages  to  lubordi- 
natlon  to  the  laws,  and  to  give  confidence  to  the  well  difpofed 
among  his  Majeliy’s  lubjedls,  and  fecuiily  to  their  properties  and 
their  lives,  and  to  prevent  any  ailitdance  being  given  to  the  enemy 
by  the  diPioyal  and  difaifcded,  His  Excellency  has  commanded  me 
to  communicate  to  you  his  pofitive  orders,  that  you  take  the  moft 
immediate  and  dccilivc  meafures  for  diTpofing  of  the  military  force 
under  your  ccmmarul,  aided  by  the  yeomanry  corps,  for  imme- 
iliately  difarming  all  perfons  who  lhall  not  bear  his  Majefty’s 
comniifiion,  or  are  afiing  under  perfons  fo  commiftioned,  or  per- 
fons  holding  commillions  under  the  authority  of  the  yeomanry 
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or  perfons  a£Pmg  imder  officers  fo  commiffioned,  and  after  making 
fuch  dlfpofition,  you  arc  required  to  carry  fuch  difarming  into 
cfTecI. 

His  Excellency  gives  you  this  full  authority,  in  order  to  give^ 
your  difcretion  the  greated  latitude,  relying  at  the  fame  time  on 
your  prudence  and  difcernment  in  the  exercife  of  it,  fo  that  the 
peaceable  and  well-affeded  may  be  prote6led  againft  the  evil  defigns 
of  thofe  who  have  threatened  their  lives  and  property  with  def- 
trudfion. 

Elis  Excellency  farther  authorizes  you  to  employ  force  againft 
any  perfons  alfembled  in  arms,  not  legally  authorized  fo  to  be,  to 
difperfe  all  tumultuous  affieinblies  of  perfons,  though  they  may  not 
be  in  arms,  without  waiting  for  the  fan^fion  and  affidance  of  the 
civil  authority',  if  in  your  opinion  the  peace  of  the  realm  or  the 
fafcty  of  his  Majedy’s  faithful  fubjeds  may  be  endangered  by 
waiting  for  fuch  authority. 

His  Excellency  farther  authorizes  you  to  confider  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  where  the  outrages  before  dated  have  been  committed, 
or  where  they  (hall  arife,  as  being  in  a date  that  requires  all  the 
meafures  of  exertion  and  precaution  which  a country,  depending 
upon  military  force  alone  for  its  protection,  would  require  ; and 
you  are  therefore  required  to  dation  your  troops  with  a view  to 
interrupt  communication  between  thofe  whom  you  may  have  reafon 
to  fufpedl  of  evil  defigns;  to  edablifh  patroles  on  the  high  roads 
or  other  paffies,  and  to  dop  all  perfons  paffing  and  rcpaffing  after 
certain  hours  of  the  night  ; and  in  order  completely  to  carry  into 
effeft  any  orders  or  regulations,  which,  in  the  circiimdances  of  the 
cafe  may  be  confidered  by  you  as  neceffiary,  you  are  authorized  to 
ilfue  notices,  dating  the  regulations,  and  calling  upon  his  Ma- 
jedy*s  fubjecls  to  be  aiding  and  affiding  therein. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

. V &CC.  kc. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Lake.  T.  P. 


No.  IX. 

General  Lakeys  Proclamation y I'^th  March y 1797. 

Belfad,  March  13th,  1797. 

WHEREAS  the  daring  and  horrid  outrages  in  many  parts  of 


APPENDIX,  No.  IX. 


96 

this  province,  evidently  perpetrated  with  a view  to  fciperfcde  the 
laws  and  the  adminirtration  of  jnflice,  by  an  organized  fyftem  of 
murder  and  robbery,  have  increafed  to  fuch  an  alarming  degree, 
as  from  their  atrocity  and  extent  to  bid  defiance  to  the  civil 
power,  and  to  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  Majelty’s 
faithful  fubjedts. 

And  whereas  the  better  to  effefl  their  traitorous  piirpofes,  fe- 
veral  perforis  who  have  been  enrolled  under  the  authority  of  his 
Majelfy’s  CommifFions,  and  others,  have  been  forciblv  and  trai- 
toroufly  deprived  of  their  arms,  it  is  therefore  become  indifpenfably 
necelfary  for  the  fafety  and  protection  of  the  well  difpofed,  to 
interpole  the  King’s  troops  under  my  command  ; and  I do 
hereby  give  notice,  that  I have  received  authority  and  directions  to 
a6t  in  fuch  manner  as  the  public  fafety  mav  require. 

I do  therefore  hereby  enjoin  and  require  ail  perfons  in  this 
dlltrid  (peace  officers  and  thofe  ferving  in. a military  capacity  ex*- 
cepted)  forthwith  to  bring  in  and  fiirrender  up  all  arms  and  ammu- 
nition which  they  may  have  in  their  pofTeffion,  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  King’s  troops  in  their  neighbourhood. 

I truft  that  an  immediate  compliance  with  this  order  may  ren- 
der any  a6t  of  mine  to  enforce  it  unneceflary. 

Let  the  people  ferioidly  refledl  before  it  is  too  late,  on  the  ruin 
into  which  they  are  rufhing  ; let  them  refleft  on  their  prefentprof- 
perity  and  the  miferies  in  which  they  will  inevitably  be  involved' 
by  perfifting  in  ads  of  pofitive  rebellion  ; let  them  inffantiy  by 
furrendering  up  their  arms,  and  by  relto/ing  thofe  taritoroully  taken 
from  the  King’s  forces,  refciie  themfelves  from  the  feverityof  mi- 
litary auiliority— Let  all  the  loyal  and  well-intentioned  ad  to- 
gether with  energy  and  fpirit,  'in  enforcing  fubordination  to  the 
laws,  and  refforing  tranquillity  in  their  refpedive  neighbourhoods, 
and  they  may  be  affiired  of  protedion  and  fupport  from  me. 

And  Ldo  hereby  invite  all  perfons  v»^ho  are  enabled  to  give  in- 
formation, touching  arms  and  ammunition  which  may  be  concealed, 
immediately  to  communicate  the  (ame  to  the  feveral  officers  com- 
manding his  Majefty’s  forces  in  their  refpedive  dillrids  ; and  for 
their  encouragement  and  reward,  I do  hereby  promife  and  engage 
that  Itrid  and  inviolable  fecrecy  fhall  be  obferved  with  refped  to 
all ‘perfons  who  lhall  make  communication ; and  that  every  perfon 
W'ho  fhall  make  it,  lhall  receive  as  a rew^ard  the  full  value  of 
all  fuch  arms  and  ammunition  as  lhall  be  feized  in  confequence 
thereof. 


G.  Lake,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Commanding  the  Northern  Dillrid. 
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No.  X. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

CAMDEN, 

WPIEREAS  there  exifts  within  this  kingdom  a feditious  and 
traitorous  c ■‘nlpiracy,  by  a number  of  perfons  (tiling  themfelves 
United  Irifhmen,  for  the  fubverlion  of  the  authority  of  HisMa- 
jefty  and  the  Parliament,'  and  the  deitruction  of  the  e(tabli!hed  con- 
ftitution  and  goverr.ment : and  whereas  for  the  execution  of  fuch 
their  wicked  defign,  they  have  planned  means  of  open  violence, 
and  formed  fecret  arrangements  for  raifing,  arming,  and  paying  a 
difciplined  force,  and,  in  furtherance  of  their  purpofes,  have,  fre- 
quently aflembled  in  great  and  unufual  numbers,  under  the  colour- 
able pretence  of  planting  or  digging  potatoes,  attending  funeralsj 
and  the  like,  and  have  frequently  afiembled  in  large  arm^-d  bodh.-s> 
and  plundered  of  arms  the  houfes  of  many  of  His  Majeuy’s  loyal 
fubjeds  in  different  parts  of  the  kiiigdom,  and  cut  down  and  car- 
ried away  great  numbers  of  trees,  wherewith  to  make  handies  for 
pikes,  and  other  offenfive  weapons,  to  arm  their  traitorous  alfoeiates, 
and  have  aiidacioufiy  attempted  to  difarm  the  diftricl  or  yc^omanry 
corps,  enrolled  under  His  Majellv’s  commillion  for  the  defence  of 
the  realm,  and  even  fired  upon  feveral  bodies  of  His  Majefly’s 
forces,  when  attempting  to  quell  their  infurrection  ; and  it  is  there- 
fore pow  become  necelfary  to  ufe  the  ntmofl  powers  with  ulncli 
government  is  by  law  entrufted  for  the  fupprefiion  of  fuch  traitorous 
attempts.  Jnd  whereas  the  exertions  of  the  crjil  pozver  have  proved 
ineffedual  for  the  fupprcffion  of  the  aforefald  traitorous  eind  wicked 
confplracy^  and  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  properties  of-  hh  Ma~ 
jefiys  faithful  fuhjeCis. 

• Now  We  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  vdth  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council,  having  determined,  as  far  as  in  Us  lies,  to  (upprefs 
fuch  daring  attempts,  and  at  the  fame  time,  defirous  to  prevent  the 
well-difpofed,  or  milled,  from  falliAig  into  the  dangers  t ■»  wdiich 
ignorance  or  incaution  n ay  expofe  them,  do  by  this  our  proclama- 
tion, forcAvarn  all  luch  to  abitain  from  entering  into  the  fald  traito- 
rous focietics  of  United  irifhmeriy  or  any  of  them,  and  from  refoit- 
ing  to  their  meetings,  orating  under  their  diredlions  or  influence, 
or  taking  or  adhering  to  any  of  their  declarations  or  engagements, 
and  from  fuflFering  them  to  afiemble  in  their  houfes,  or  in  any  man- 
ner harbouring  them.  And  We  do  Itridfly  charge  and  command 
on  their  allegiance,  all  perfons  having  knowdedge  or  information 
of  the  meetings  of  the  faiu  focieties,  or  any  of  tliem,  to  give  imme- 
diate information  thereof  to  fome  of  his  MajeiUes  juftices  of  the 


98  APPENDIX,  No.  X. 

peace,  or  to  fome  officer  of  his  Majefties  forces  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  place  where  fuch  meeting  is  intended.  And  We  do 
forewarn  all  perfons  from  tumultuous  or  unlawful  affiemblies,  or 
from  meeting  in  any  unufual  numbers,  under  the  plaufible  or  co- 
lourable pretence  aforefaid,  or  any  other,  whatfoever. 

And  We  caution  his  Majefly’s  loyal  and  loving  fubje6ls,  when- 
ever fuch  affiemblies  (hall  happen,  or  that  they  receive  notice  from 
any  magiftrates,  or  from  the  officers  commanding  any  body  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces,  to  keep  quietly  within  their  dwellings,  to  the  end 
that  the  well-difpofed  may  avoid  themifchiefs  which  the  guilty  may 
bring  upon  themfelves. 

And  as  it  has  become  neceffiary,  from  the  circurnftances  before 
mentioned,  to  employ  the  military  force  y with  which  we  are  by  law  en~ 
iruftcdy  for  the  immediate  fuppreffion  of  fuch  rebellious  and  traito- 
rous  attempts  now  making  againfl  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  erswn, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  Majefy's  loyal  fubjedls, 
JVe  have  therefore  iffucd  the  mojl  dire £i  and  official  orders  to  all  ffcers 
commanding  his  Majcjly  s troops y by  the  exertions  of  their  utmof  farce y 
to  fupprefs  the  famcy  and  to  oppofe  with  their  full  power  all  fuch  as 
Jhall  refji  them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

And  we  do  hereby  JiriSlly  charge  and  command  all  our  officers y civil 
and  military y and  all  other  his  Majefy's  loving  fuhjedlSy  to  ufe  their 
iitmof  endeavours  to  difcover  all  pikesy  pike-heads y concealed  guns  and 
/words y offenfive  weapons y or  ammunition  of  any  kind  whatfoever. 

And  We  do  hereby  charge  and  command  all  perfons  having  in  their 
cufody  pikes y pike-heads y or  concealed  guns y /words y offenfve  weapons y 
or  ammunition  of  any  kind  whatever  y to  deliver  up  the  fame  to  fome  ma- 
giflrate  or  officer  of  his  Majefy's  troopSy  as  they  fall  anfwer  to  the 
contrary  at  their  peril.  And  Wc  do  hereby  ftriftly  charge  and 
command  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubjedls,  to  be  aiding  and  alTifting  in  fupprefting  all  trai- 
torous, tumultuous  and  unlawful  affiemblies,  and  in  bringing  to 
punifhment  all  perfons  difturbing  or  attempting  to  difturb  the 
public  peace. 

And  whereas  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  many  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubje£ls  who  have  joined  the  faid  traitorous  focieties,  have  done  fo 
without  being  apprized  of  the  extent  of  their  crimes,  and  others 
from  intimidation,  and  that  fuch  may  be  willing  to  return  to  their 
allegiance.  Now  We  being  defirous  to  extend  his  Majefty’s  par- 
don to  all  fuch  as  are  fenfible  of  their  errors,  and  willing  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  do  hereby  promife  his  Majefty’s  gracious  par- 
don to  all  fuch  perfons,  fo  feduced  or  intimndated,  as  have  taken 
an  engagement  to  the  faid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  who  fhall,  on 
or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  next,  furrender  themfelves 
to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace,  being  of  the  quorum  of 
the  counties  in  which  they  ftiall  refpecftively  refide,  and  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  enter  into  fufficient  recognizance,  with  two 
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fufficient  fiiretles,  if  fureties  (hall  be  required  by  the  magi  (Irate  be- 
fore whom  fuch  recognizance  (hall  be  acknov>'ledged,  (which  re- 
cognizance every  fuch  magiftrate  is  hereby  required  to  return  to 
the  next  general  feflion  of  the  peace,  or  affizes,  to  be  holden  in  and 
for  the  county  in  which  fuch  recognizance  (hall  be  taken  refpec- 
tively)  to  be  of  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for  the  fpace  of  feven 
years  Cave  and  except  all  fuch  as  have  been  guilty  of  murder,  con- 
ipiracy  of  murder,  burglary,  burning  of  houfes,  corn  or  hay,  (lacks 
of  (traw  or  turf,  malicioudy  digging  up,  or  injuring,  or  dedroying 
any  potatoes,  flax  or  hemp,  rape  or  corn  of  any  kind,  planted  or 
fowed,  or  dedroying  meadows  or  hay,  maiming  or  houghing  of 
cattle,  atlminidring  or  caufing  to  be  adminillered  any  unlav/ful  oath 
or  engagement  to  any  of  his  Majedy’s  forces  of  any  defeription,  or 
inciting  or  encouraging  any  perfon  to  commit  any  of  the  aforefaid 
offences  refpedlively,  and  fave  and  except  all  perfons  now  in 
cudody. 

Given  at  the  Council-Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  17th  day 
of  May  1797. 

W;  Armagh.  Clare.  C.  Char.  Cafhel.  W.  Tuam.  Water- 
ford. Drogheda.  Wedmeath.  Shannon.  Clanbradil.  Al- 
tamont.  Glandore.  Portarlmgton.  Farnham.  Carhampton. 
Clonmell.  Ely.  Dillon.  Gosford.  H.  Meath.  Carleton. 
Yelverton.  John  Foder.  J.  Beresford.  Denis  Browne.  T. 
Pelham.  Hen.  Cavendi(h.  J.  Blaquiere.  H.  Langrilhe.  Theo. 
Jones.  Jof.  Cooper.  James  Cuff.  George  Ogle,  C.  La- 
touche.  J.  Monk  Mafon.  Arthur  Wolfe.  James  Fitzge- 
rald. Robert  Rofs.  S.  Hamilton.  Lodge  Morres. 

God  fave  the  King. 


No.  XL 

i Copy) 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Cadle,  i8th  May  1797. 

TFIE  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  having  judged  it  expedient  to 
call  upon  his  Majedy’s  troops  to  exert  their  utmod  force  to  fupprefs 
a feditious  and  traitorous  confpiracy  of  perfons  diling  themfelves 
United  Irifhmen,  I am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  tranfmit 
to  your  Lordfhip  a copy  of  the  proclamation  iffued  on  this  fubjedl, 
and  to  defire  that  your  LordOiip  wdll  iffue  the  neceOaiy  orders  to 
the  troops  under  your  command  in  confequence  thereof ; his  Ex- 
cellency has  diredled  me  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordlhip,  that  as  the 
traitorous  and  treafonable  deiigns  of  thefe  confpirators  extend  to 
the  fubverfion  ot  the  Condilution  and  Government,  it  will  be  ne-* 
ceifary  totakc  meafures  of  general  precaution,  fo  that  the  troops 
N 2 , 
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inay  be  prepared  to  acl  whenever  it  may  become  neceflTary  to  have 
recoiirfe  to  their  exertions.  In  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  where 
thefe  defigns  have  been  manifefted  by  adts  of  open  violence,  it  will 
be  necedary  to  give  the  officers  of  his  Majefty’s  troops  more  precife 
diredlior.s  for  their  conducl.  In  fiich  parts  of  the  kingdom  as  have 
been  difturbcd  by  noclurnal  depredations,  where  the  lives  of  his 
Majefty’s  loyal  fubjedis  have  been  endangered  by  perfons  colledfed 
in  arms  attacking  and  firing  upon  their  houfes,  and  where  afiem- 
blies  of  perfons  have  been  colledled  for  the  purpofe  of  unlawfully 
cutting  down  trees,  or  perpetrating  other  adds  of  outrage,  military 
precaution  ffioiild  be  adopted  for  the  fecurity  of  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  his  Majei'ly’s  loyal  fubjedfs,  and  oppofing  by  the  moft  ef- 
fectual means,  fuch  daring  adls  of  violence. 

Diligent  enquiry  fliould  be  made  refpedling  any  concealed  arms 
or  ammunition,  and  for  pikes  and  pike  handles,  and  upon  informa- 
tion thereof,  officers  commanding  parties  fhould  be  dircdled  to 
fearch  for  and  feize  the  fame. 

Any  perfons  armed  with  pikes  or  other  weapons  in  refiflance  of 
his  Majefly’s  troops  are  to  be  confidered  as  rebels  and  treated  ac- 
cordingly; all  perfons  exercifingthemfelves  in  theufe  of  arms  under 
perfons  not  holding  liis  Majeify’s  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  com- 
iniffion  are  to  be  difarmed  and  apprehended,  and  in  cafe  of  refift- 
ance  to  be  treated  as  rebels ; and  as  it  appears  to  be  a part  of  the 
■ fyfiem  of  thefe  confpirators  to  take  the  opportunity  of  funerals  and 
other  occafions  to  affiemble  confiderable  numbers  of  perfons,  the 
officers  of  his  Majefty’s  army  fhould  be  diredled  in  purfuance  of 
this  proclam.ation  to  watch  all  fuch  alfemblies,  and  if  from  their 
number  or  other  citcumftances  the  public  peace  Ihould  appear  to  be 
endangered,  they  v/ill  difperfe  them  ; and  as  various  attempts  have 
been  made  to  feducehis  Majelly’s  troops  from  their  duty  and  alle- 
giance, you  will  diredl  all  perfons  of  fufpicious  appearance  who 
lhall  come  within  the  lines  of  any  encampment,  barrack  or  other 
nations  of  his  Majefty’s  troops,  to  be  detained. 

And  his  Excellency  further  defires  that  your  Lordfliip  will  frorn 
time  to  time  communicate  fuch  inftrudions  to  the  officers  of  his 
Majefty’s  troops,  as  you  fhall  deem  beft  adapted  for  carrying  into 
effedl  his  Excellency’s  proclamation,  and  as  local  exigences  may 
demand. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip’s  moft  obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

1 HOMAS  Pelham. 

The  Earl  Carhampton, 

Commander  in  Chief, 

Lc,  6:c.  &ZC. 
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{Copy) 

Lord  Carhampton  s Orders, 

IN  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council, 
it  is^the  Commander  in  Chief’s  commands  that  the  military  do  ad: 
without  waiting  for  diredtions  from  the  civil  magiftr-ates  in  dif- 
perfing  any  tumultuous  or  unlawful  alTemblies  of  perfons  tiireat- 
ning  the  peace  of  the  realm,  and  the  fafetyof  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  His  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjeds,  wherefoever  colleded. 


No.  XIIL 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland, 
PROCLAMATION, 

CAMDEN, 

WHEREAS  we  did,  by  our  proclamation,  bearing  date  the 
17th  day  of  May  lafl,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
promife  His  Majefty’s  pardon  to  all  fuch  offenders  thereby  de- 
fcribed,  who,  being  fenfible  of  their  errors,  and  willing  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  fhould,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
June  inftant,  furrender  themfelves  to  any  of  His  Majefly’s  juhices 
of  the  peace,  being  of  the  quorum,  of  the  counties  in  which  they 
iliall  rcfpediveiy  refide,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  enter 
into  fufficient  recognizance,  with  two  fulficient  fureties,  if  fureties 
fhall  be  required  by  the  magiftrate  before  whom  fuch  recognizance 
fhall  be  acknowledged,  to  be  of  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for 
the  fpace  of  feven  years,  (fave  and  except  fuch  perfons  as  have 
been  guilty  of  the  'offences  in  our  faid  proclamation  fpecified.) 
And  whereas  many  of  His  Majefty’s  fubjeds  have  furrendered 
themfelves,  and  entered  into  recognizances,  and  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  purfuant  to  the  faid  proclamation,  and  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  many  others  are  defirous  to  return  to  their  duty,  if  the 
time  for  receiving  furrenders  and  extending  fuch  promife  of  par- 
don were  enlarged. 

Now  w’c  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  being  defirous 'to  extend  His 
Majefty’s  pardon  to  fuch  as  are  willing  to  return  to  their  duty,  do, 
by  this  our  proclamation,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  His  Majefty’s 
Privy  Council,  enlarge  the  time  limited  by  the  faid  proclamation, 
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for  accepting  fuch  furrenders,  and  taking  fuch  recognizances,  to 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof,  and 
do  promife  His  Majelly’s  gracious  pardon  to  all  fuch  perfons  as 
lliall  furrender  theinfelves  to  any  of  His  Majedy’s  juftices  of  the 
peace  (being  of  the  quorum]  of  the  county  where  they  fliall  refpec- 
tively  reftde,  and  conform  in  all  refpecls  to  the  terms  required  by 
otir  faid  proclamation,  on  or  before  the  faid  twenty-fourth  day  of 
July,  in  like  manner  as  if  they  had  fo  furrendered  and  conformed 
on  or  before  the  faid  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  with  like  excep- 
tions as  contained  in  our  faid  proclamation. 

And  whereas  many  of  His  Majefty’s  fubje6ls  did,  at  the  feflioii 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  holden  on  the  yth  day  of  June  inflant,  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Antrim  at  Carrickfergus,  and  by  adjourn- 
ment at  the  town  of  Belfaft,  on  the  tenth  day  of  June  inflant,  be- 
fore Barry  Lord  Yelverton,  chief  baron  of  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer, and  Tankerville  Chamberlaine,  efquire,  one  of  the  juftices 
of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  furrender  themfelves,  and  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  His  Majefty,  before  the  faid  judges  or  one  of 
them,  or  before  certain  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid  county, 
afligned  by  the  faid  judges  to  adminifter  the  fame,  but  omitted  to 
enter  into  recognizance  purfuant  to  our  faid  proclamation. 

Now  we  do,  by  and  with  the  adv  ice  aforefaid,  promife  His  Ma- 
jefty’s pardon,  purfuant  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  proclamation,  to 
all  perfons  who  took  an  oath  of  allegiance  before  the  faid  judges  or 
either  of  them,  or  before  any  juftice  of  the  peace  by  the  faid  judges 
appointed  to  adminifter  fuch  oath,  provided  fuch  perfon  ftiall,  on 
or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July  next,  enter  into  fuch  re- 
cognizances, and  procure  fuch  furcties  as  by  the  faid  proclamation 
are  directed,  to  be  entered  into  by  perfons  furrendering  themfelves 
purfuant  to  the  faid  proclamation. 

Given  at  the  Council-chamber  in  Dublin,  the  22d  day 
of  June,  1797. 

Clare,  C.  Char.  Caftiel,  Drogheda,  Weftmeath,  Shannon, 
Clanbraftill,  Farnham,  Dillon,  Carleton,  Callan,  Yelverton, 
J.  Eeresford,  T.  Pellham,  J.  Blaquiere,  Theo.  Jones,  D.  La- 
touche,  J.  Monck  Mafon,  Arthur  Wolfe,  Robert  Rofs,  Ifaac 
Corry,  S.  Hamilton,  Lodge  Morres. 
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The  hformation  contained  in  this  number  of  the  Appendix  ivas  re^ 
ceived  from  Nicholas  Maguan^  • of  Saint feldy  in  the  county  of 
Downy  who  was  himfelf  a Member  of  the  Provincial  and  County 
Committees y and  alfo  a Colonel  in  the  Military  Syflem  of  the  Cnited 
Irifhmen.  He  was  prefent  at  each  of  the  Meetings  of  which  an 
account  is  here  given ; and  from  tune  to  timCy  immediately  after 
each  meetingy  communicated  what  pafj'ed  thereat  to  the  Rev.  fohn 
Clelandy  a magijirate  of  the  faid  county.  The  perfon  giving  the 
information  has  fmee  verified  it  upon  oath  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Lords;  and  Mr.  Cle land  has  likewife  fworny  that  the  papers 
prefented  to  the  Committee  contain  the  exa£i  information  fo  cornmuni- 
eaied  to  him  by  Maguan. 


Provincial  Meeting  of  XJlJler^  Jprll^  ^797- 

:ns.  Bayonets.  piftols.  Swords.  Pikes.  Ball  C. 
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Leinjler  C.  Return* 
( Sa?ne  Meeting.) 


City  of  Dublin 

- - - 

2662 

Militia  — 

. — 

H37 

County  ditto 

— 

722 

Kildare  — 

— 

850 

Meath  — 

2432 

The  number  in  the  bufinefs  is  immenfe,  though  unacquainted  with  the 

fyftem  or  organization. 

Refolution  of  the  Executive, 

Refolved,  that  all  county  delegates  be  prepared  at  the  firft  provincial 

meeting  to  bring  forward  a plan  for  fupporting  the  families  of  indigent 

perfons  during  their  exertions  in  the  field. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  improper  to  hold  correfpondence  with  perfons  out 

of  focicty. 

V 

REPORTS. 

£•  S. 

Lower  Cafllcreagh 

3000 

4115 

Upper  Caftlereagh 

1 800 

324 

Kenallarty 

1000 

383 

Females 

2 Kenallarty 

1000 

3 Ditto 

900 

-r  15  --- 

Ards  — — 

1500 

3 8 3 

Newry  • — — 

1000 

4 <3  4 

2 Ditto  — 

j8l 

2 Z S 

3 Ditto  — 

249 

Dufferin  — 

844 

Upper  Iveagh 

5225 

2 Ditto 

1000 

3 Ditto 

2204 

Lower  Iveagh 

4000 

Lecall  — 

' 900 

107 

2 Ditto  — 

574 

-133 

o 
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io6 


Females  - 

• 50 

£■ 

J, 

10 

d. 

3 Ditto 

- 300 

I 

2 

0 

Mourne 

5200 

' ^ 

.^8577 

29 

19 

2 

Several  divifions  were  deftitute  of  calh,  having  exhauiled  themfelves 
in  public  fubfcriptions. 

Rcfolutions : 

Refolved,  that  this  Committee  does  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people 
reprobating  rioting  or  plundering;  the  fame  to  be  printed  and  circulated 
through  the  country  in  hand  bills. 

Refolved,  that  we  hear  with  great  concern  the  difatFedion  which  pre- 
vails in  forne  quarters  refpeding  their  money — we  can  alfure  them,  that 
not  one  penny  of  their  money  has  been  expended  any  other  way  than  that 
it  was  intended  for.  We  w^oujd  recommend  it  to  the  people  to  delegate 
fuch  perfons  as  they  could  place  confidence  in,  and  we  w-ill  take  care  that 
fuch  perfons  (hall  be  from  us  as  we  perfedly  depend  in.  We  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  at  the  laft  alfizes ; the  expence  was  immenfe — they 
have  ended  with  honour  to  the  people.  From  the  abfence  of  the  treafurer 
of  the  Secret  Committee  who  got  an  exprefs  elfewhcre,  no  other  account 
can  be  brought  forward  than  the  following : 

s.  n\ 

The  money  received  by  the  treafurer  for  the  county  was  822  2 i-^ 

To  counfcl  and  witnelfes  — — — 498401- 

The  balance  remaining  — — — 324  i 9 

Out  of  which,  agents,  prifoners,  attornies,  and  clerks,  are  to  be  paid. 

The  above  meeting  confided  of  delegates  who  reprefented  Upper  Caf- 
tlereagh — Lower  Caftlereagh — Kinelarty — Dufferin — Low'er  Ards- 
Lower  Iveagh—  Upper  Iveagh — Newry— Lecal. 


Reports  and  Refolulions  at  a County  of  Down  Committee  held  at  the 
Houfe  of  yafiie.s  ArmJlrongj' Innkeeper,  Ballynahinch,  May  lith, 

^797- 

Refolved,  that  our  Delegation  do  demand  in:  explicit  terms  the  nature 
of  the  engagement  with  France ; we  think  that  men  who  have  rilked  their 
life  and  property  in  the  fupport  of  bufmefs  (hould  be  eatrufted  wdth  fuch 
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Information,  and  that  they  be  inftrufted  to  bring  forward  the  bufincf* 
with  or  without  fuch  alTiftancc. 

£,  s.  d. 

The  money  received  at. the  county  w’as  29  19  2 

Out  of  which  was  voted  twenty-tw’o  guineas  to  the  following  perfons : 


Six  perfons  from  Saintfield 
A Highlander  from  Killinchy 

From  Lecall  .... 

Broom  from  Hilllborough 

Four  militia  

Upper  Iveagh  • ^ 

Ards  '...i.i. 

Ballynahinch  — _ 

Three  women  whofc  hulbands 
tender  . — - 


£,  s.  d. 

— — 6 16  6 

129 

1 2 9 

— 129 

— — 4 II  — 

■ I 29 

4 II  — 

— 129 

feat  on  board  the 

. - 385 


22  Gs. 


County  ef  Down  Committee  held  in  Ballynahinch  at  the  Houfe  of 
James  Armjlrangy  Thurfdayy  June  8.  1797. 

Copy  of  the  Reports  made  thereat  • 

Cofts  of  the  Law. 


Counfellor  Curran 

100  gs. 

Sampfon 

50  gs. 

Ball 

' 40  gs- 

Dobbs 

40  gs. 

Attorney  Caddel 

100  gs. 

Glenny 

20 1. 

Wallace 

100  gs. 

Frazer 

* 50I. 

Gaoler 

10  gs. 

Two  Afliftants 

20  1.  each 

Sub-lherifF 

20  gs. 

Witnefles 

zool. 
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Provincial  Reports : 

Ulfler 

Antrim 

22816 

Down 

30641 

Armagh 

19042 

Derry 

10500 

Donegal 

3214 

Tyrone 

12594 

Monaghan 

10256 

Cavan 

3807 

Fermanagh 

3000 

Louth 

5280 

Leinller 

City  of  Dublin  72^0 

Co,  Dublin 

2918 

Kildare 

12703  . 

Meath 

7922 

Weilmeath 

20000 

^ County  Reports : 

£- 

d. 

Lo\\Tr  Caftlereagh 

3000  4 II 

— 

Females 

. . 

.46  — 7 

8 

Upper  Caftlercagh 

1800  I 12 

10 

Kinellarty 

— 

1000  4 n 

Females 

- 

50 

2(i  ditto 

1000 

3d  ditto 

I 2 

1 000 

9 

DufFerii) 

844 

Ards 

- — 

2500  3 8 

3 

Newry  — 

1000 

2d  ditto 



281 

3d  ditto 

. — ^ 

249 

Upper  Iveagh  — 

5225 

2d  ditto 

1000 

3d  ditto 

— 

2484 

Lower  Iveagh  — 

4000 

Lecalc 

— — 

900 

2d  ditto 

— 

U72  2 — 

2- 

3d  dirto 

— 

0 

0 

Mourne  « — 

2500 

30641 
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Salntfield,  iSthJune,  I797,  a meeting  of  Colonel?  (their  names 
appear  in  the  original)  was  held  for  the  county  of  Down.  Saint- 
field,  June  17th,  at  the  houfe  of  James  Shaw,  at  four  o’clock. 

Colonel called  tlic  Captains  of  his  regiment,  and  told 

them  it  was  the  determination  of  the  National  Committee  to  make 
a Pvifing  in  the  enfuing  week,  and  defiied  them  to  go  home  and 
caufe  their  men  to  prepare  their  arms.  He  faid  he  liad  not  the 
plan  they  were  to  upon,  but  the  Colonels  were  to  meet  the  next 
day  and  he  would  receive  the  General’s  plan  how  tliey  were  to  a£f, 
but  he  believed  they  vrere  to  cut  off  all  the  outpofls,  and  to  em- 
body in  divifions,  like  to  eight  or  ten  thoufand  men;  and  it  was 
thought  when  all  refources  were  cut  off  from  the  cam.ps,  the  ge- 
neral part  of  the  n}en  would  turn  over  to  us.  He  told  the  Cap- 
tains to  m.eet  him  there  on  Monday  at  ten  o’clock,  and  they  would 
receive  further  orders. 

The  Orders  of  Monday,  June  ^9tb,  1797* 

The  Captains  to  go  home  to  their  refpeBive  companies,  and  to 
meet  their  Colonel  at  James  Woods,  Innkeeper,  at 

Knockbraken,  on  Friday  morning,  the  23d  June,  ^797,  at  ^ 
o’clock,  and  he  would  have  further  information,  as  the  Colonels 
of  the  county  of  Down  were  to  meet  on  Thurfday  tlie  22d  June. 
The  Colonel  faid  the  National  Committee  was  fitting  thefe  15  days 
paff,  and  will  for  fome  days  more.  The  only  thing  that  retarded 
the  rifing  at  prefent,  was  the  county  of  Antrim  not  being  willing 
to  rife,  10,000  only  excepted;  hut  if  they  could  get  the  county 
of  Antrim  to  come  properly  forward,  there  was  no  doubt  but  the 
bufiners  would  be  put  into  execution.  The  only  account  from 
France  is,  that  they  will  not  be  here  before  fix  weeks  from  hence, 
if  then.  He  had  the  honour  to  fay,  that  the  Colonels  of  the 
county  of  Down  were  unanimous  for  rifing. 

County  of  Down  Meeting. 

Belfaff,  Monday,  July  loth,  1797. 

Nine  perfons  prefeiit.  (their  names  appear  in  the  original.) 
A Provincial  Delegate  for  the  county  of  Antrim,  faid  there  were 
75,000  men  at  the  Texel,  wdio  were  politively  coming  to  Ireland  ; 
that  the  Irifh  Delegates  were  warmly  received  by  the  Direflory  of 
France ; that  Lowry  and  Teeling  were  of  the  number  of  Delegates. 
He  could  not  fay  exaflly  the  time  when  the  men  would  land  in 
Ireland,  but  he  would  not  think  it  ftrange  if  they  came  in  the 
courfe  of  a fortniglit.  He  was  pofitive,  that  at  the  prefent  time 
there  were  two  frigates  reconnoitring  tlie  coaft  cf  Ireland.  He 


no 
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recommended  it  to  the  Delegates  not  to  tell  tlie  lower  orders  of 
the  people  that  the  correfpondence  was  ftill  carrying  on  with  the 
province,  lest  that  by  that  means  they  fliould  be  detefted  as  they 
had  been  before.  He  recommended  each  Delegate,  to  get  and  • 
bring  to  the  meeting,  the  number  of  fighting  men  in  their  refpec- 
tive  diftrifts,  and  to  obtain  it  by  application  to  the  feveral  Captains, 
who  could  make  known  to  them  the  effe6live  number  in  each  of 
their  companies. 

♦ 

County  Meeting. 

Downpatrick,  22d  July,  I797i 

Five  members  prefent.  (their  names  appear  in  the  original.) 
Ordered,  that  before  the  next  meeting,  a perfon  be  fent  through 
the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Down,  to  try  and  bring  that  part 
of  the  county  forward.  A report  was  made  from  the  Provincial 
Meeting,  held  on  the  14th  July,  1797;  that  the  Provincial  Meet- 
ing was  thinly  attended,  there  being  only  four  counties  reprefent- 
ed,  viz.  Antrim,  Down,  Donegal,  and  Tyrone.  The  next  Pro- 
vincial Meeting  to  be  held  at  Belfaft,  the  I4th  Auguftnext. 

July  29fch. 

Meeting  of  Captains  of  the  Drumbo  Battalion,  at  James 
Wood’s— -five  Captains  prefent.  They  all  agreed  that  their  re- 
fpective  companies  would  act  if  the  French  fliould  land. 

, . July 

Meeting  of  Captains  of  the  LilTon’s  battalion,  at  John  Shaw*s— 
fix  (paptains  prefent.  Same  refolution  of  the  preceding  of  the 
Drumbo  battalion ; great  fears  were  exprefled  at  this  meeting,  of 
the  catholics  and  dififenters  becoming  two  feparate  parties. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

Randalfiown,  I4tli  Auguft  797* 

Five  perfons  prefent.  (their  names  appear  in  the  original.) 
Reports  delivered,  that  the  National  Committee  has  diflblved  the 
Executive  in  May,  and  that  the  Executive  had  had  then  a plan  of 
jnfurrectlon,  which  they  gave  to  the  National,  and  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Leinfter  was  to  meet  them  in  Dublin.  The  Provincial 
Delegates  of  Leinfter  came  to  Dublin  the  time  appointed,  but  the 


Ill 
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Members  of  Ulfler,  inOead  of  meeting  them  at  the  time  appointed, 
fat  in  Belfall  feveral  days,  calling  the  Land-jobbers  of  the  pro- 
vince to  fee  whether  it  was  necelTary  or  not,  until  the  principal 
leading  men  were  all  attacked,  and  the  Leinfter  Delegates  gone 
home,  after  waiting  in  Dublin  four  days.  A few  fpiriled  men  in 
Belfalf,  now  feeing  tlte  bufinels  fruftrated,  fubferibed  five  hundred 
guineas  to  fend  a perfon  to  France;  but  not  knowing  w^hat  road  to 
fend  him,  or  how  to  get  him  introduced  to  the  Directory,  they 
applied  to  a Member  of  the  old  Executive,  and  found  the  very 
perfon  they  had  elected,  was  fent  ten  days  before  by  the  Execu- 
tive; it  w^as  alfo  found,  that  the  Executive  had  been  a thoufand 
guineas  out  of  their  own  pocket : from  thefe  circumffances,  the 
old  Executive  is  elected  into  full  power  to  act  for  tliewdiole  nation, 
and  they  think  they  can  bring  forward  the  wdiole  nation  yet,  to 
act  in  a very  fliort  fpace  of  time,  even  in  cafe  the  French  fhould 
be  fruftrated  in  makijig  a defeent,  which  they  are  perfectly  af- 
fured  is  their  intention  at  this  very  inftant,  as  there  is  a regular 
comnnunication  ftill  carried  on  with  them  and  the  Executive. 
They  reported,  that  there  are  a number  of  Societies  formed  in 
North  America,  whofe  object  is  to  aftift  Ireland.  The  Executive 
acknowledges  receiving  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  eleven  dollars 
from  the  faid  focieties  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  eight  days.  From  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  province,  they  were  obliged  to  refolve  that 
each  county  fhould  raife  money  for  the  defence  of  its  own  pri- 
foners,  which  they  earneftly  recommend  them  not  to  neglect. 

County  of  Down  Meeting  is  held  in  two  parties,  left  a large 
number  meeting  might  excite  fufpicion.  One  party  (the  upper 
part  of  the  county)  meet  to-morrow,  the  17th  Auguft,  at  Mofes 
Montgomery’s,  of  Ballynahinch,  innkeeper;  the  next  meeting 
of  the  other  party  (the  lower  part  of  the  county  of  Down)  meet 
at  Kean’s,  of  Belfaft,  on  Friday  next,  the  i8th  inflant,  Auguft-, 

1797. 

It  was  ordered,  that  certain  perfons  (named)  fliould  apply  to 
the  mofl  confidential  perfons  in  Derry,  Armagh,  Cavan,  and  Mo- 
naghan, to  come  forward  to  reprefent  thefe  counties  at  the  next 
Provincial  Meeting. 

This  Provincial  Meeting  is  to  be  held  on  the  14th  September 
next,  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Samuel  Thomfon,  Scotch-flreet,  Dun- 
gannon. 

Report  that  no  money  is  to  be  had  from  the  people,  the  county 
Antrim  excepted. 

Provincial  Committee. 

14th  September,  Dungannon,  at  the  houfe  of  Samuel  Thom- 
fon : Ten  Members  prefent  (named  in  the  original).  Reports  de- 
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livered  (by  a perfon  named),  that  two  Members  of  the  Executive 
had  met  the  Leinfter  Delegates  in  Dublin,  and  had  found  tb.at 
Lelnfrcr  was  in  a tolerable  flatc  of  organi  sation,  as  alfo  Connaught 
and  Munfler,  and  there  had  been  a great  number  of  United  Irilh- 
men  made,  more  fince  the  Proclamation.  They  liad  alfo  elected 
an  Executive  in  Leinffer,  which  wouid  co-operate  v/itli  the  Ulfler 
Executive.  He  laid  there  was  a perfon  juft  arrived  from  France  ; 
he  brought  word  that  the  French  had  every  thing  ready  for  making 
a defeent,  and  that  the  moft  part  of  the  troops  were  on  board  ; 
that  our  Delegates  were  along  with  them,  and  were  to  come  from 
two  parts,  and  that  the  Directory  had  given  orders  to  their  Admi- 
ral to  proceed  as  foon  as  the  wind  would  anfwer,  and  fight  the 
Englifli,  and  that  the  Dutch  Admiral  had  got  fimilar  orders.  He 
ordered  the  people  to  meet  in  fub-divifions  and  be  cautious,  ftill 
keeping  up  the  correfpondence,  and  to  have  a look  out  for  good 
hoiTes,  as  the  French  did  not  mean  to  bring  any.  Every  man  was 
afked  if  he  thought  his  conftituents  would  yet  act  as  formerly : 
general  anfwer,  they  would,  if  they  faw  an  equal  chance.  The 
Provincial  Committee  is  to  meet  on  the  14th  October,  in  Mrs. 
M‘CalTs,  Armagh. 

The  Executive  of  Ulfter  and  Leinfter,  mieet  and  act  in  the  place 
of  a National  Committee. 

County  of  Down  Committee. 

September  i6th,  1/975  Downpatrick. 

The  reports  the  fame  as  at  the  Provincial.  Four  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  act  as  a Comnnittee  for  priloners ; they  are  to  meet  on 
Fhida'y  morning  in  Downpatrick,  and  to  bring  all  the  money  they 
can  collect;  other  perfons  are  to  meet  them,  and  to  bring  what- 
ever money  is  left  at  Carrickfergus. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

14th  October,  i797»  Armagh,  (names  of  perfons  prefent.)  Re- 
ported that  there  had  not  been  any  information  from  our  Delegate 
in  France,  further  than  that  one  of  them  had  drawn  a bill  of  ibol. 
on  a Member  of  the  Executive.  The  opinion  of  the  Executive 
was,  that  the  French  fhould  have  been  here  by  this  time,  but  they 
thought  that  the  Britifli  Government  had  got  into  pofleftion  of  the 
plan  of  the  expedition,  which  has  fruftrated  them  for  fome  time, 
but  they  were  fure  the  French  never  would  make  peace  until  they 
had  fulfilled  their  engagements  with  Ireland ; there  had  been  no 
meeting  of  the  Executive  of  Ulfter  and  Leinfter,  but  they  are  to 
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meet  againll  Monday  eight  days.  The  Executive  reque fled  that 
each  county  Delegate  fliould  make  a return  of  tue  namber  Oa  the 
miiitary,  militia,  and  yeomen  in  their  different  counties,  with  their 
fituatlon,  where  they  wel'e  quartered,  and  how'’  rnany  were  favour- 
able and  unfavourtible,  againft  the  next  Provincial  Meeting,  lame 
place,  Mrs.  McCall’s,  Scotch-ftreet,  Armagh,  the  1 4tu  November 
next. 

County  Meeting. 

October  2iff,  Downpatrick. 

(Names  of  perfons  prefcnt. 

Provincial  reports  read,  and  a recommendation  given  to  raife 
feventv  guineas  to  pay  Sampfon,  M Cready,  and  Glenny  ; Curran 
got  three  hundred  guineas  for  Armagh,  Dow'u,  and  Antrim;  Ar- 
magh is  not  yet  paid;  Wallace  got  forty  guineas;  Dobbs  and 
Bail  got  two  guineas  each  brief.  A Baronial  Meeting  the  fame 
evening^,  held  at  James  Shaw’s,  SaintfieJd,  eight  perfons  prefent, 
(their  names.)  A perfon  w'^as  at  the  meeting  who  had  juft  arrived 
from  Scotland ; fhewed  a Scotch  Conftitution,  which  is  word  for 
word  the  fame  as  the  Irilh,  only  the  words,  North  Britons,  put  in 
the  place  of,  Irifhmen. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

Nov.  14th,  Armagh. 

(Names  of  perfons  preferit.)  The  following  counties  were  re* 
prefented,  Tyione,  Donegal,  Armagh,  Monaghan,  Down,  An- 
trim ; reports  were  given  in  ; the  Secretary  took  the  number  of  the 
military  in  the  different  counties,  and  their  places  of  quarters  ; can- 
not be  exadl^in  the  number,  as  none  were  permitted  to  take  notes 
but  the  Secretary;  the  general  number  in  Antrim  were  four  thoufand, 
outof  thefe,  friends  to  the  people  feven  hundred;  Down  one  thou- 
fand  one  hundred,  one  thouland  of  thefe  friends ; Tyione  two  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred,  unethoufandof  thefe  friends ; Armagh  fourthou- 
fand  two  hundred,  two  hundred  friends;  Donegal  two  thoufand^ 
feven  hundred  friends  ; Monaghan  could  not  return  the  number. 
The  different  Delegates  were  afked  by  the  Secretary  if  they  thought 
their  counties  could  difarm  the  military  within  themfelves,  they  all 
faid  they  could,  except  Armagh  ; the  reafon  for  taking  this  anfwer 
was,  to  give  it  to  the  Executive,  that  they  might  the  better  be 
enabled  to  form  a plan  for  the  people  to  a6l  upon,  in  cafe  the 
French  fhould  land  ; he  faid  the  Executive  was  in  great  want  of 
fume  proper  perfon  to  a(fi  in  the  county  of  Derry;  he  f^id  he  had 
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the  pleafure  now  to  tell  them,  there  were  four  Executive  Commit- 
tees now  in  Ireland,  namely,  one  in  Cork,  one  in  Galway,  one  in 
Dublin,  one  in  Ulller  ; He  faid  two  members  from  each  of  them 
met  laft  week,  and  the  Reports  from  Leinfter  Committee  and 
Munfter  were  very  good  ; he  faid  one  of  our  Delegates  had  arrived 
from.  France  ; he  faid  we  all  knew  the  expedition  which  was  at 
the  Texel,  deftined  for  this  country,  had  been  put  off,  owing  to 
the  defeat  of  the  Batavian  Fleet,  but  the  Direftory  was  now' pre- 
paring a more  formidable  expedition  for  us,  which  we  might  de- 
pend upon  ; he  faid  farther,  that  the  Dire6lory  fhewed  great  friend- 
Ihip  to  our  Delegates ; he  faid  the  Executive  recommended  it  to  us 
to  ufe  every  exertion  in  our  power  to  open  the  low'er  Committees 
and  Societies,  and  to  colledl  what  money  we  could  from  them,  as 
the  Executive  was  at  a dreadful  expenfe  at  the  prefent,  and  money 
was  the  heart  and  foul  of  the  bufi.nefs. 

Provincial  Committee  meet  the  14th  at  Me.  Dermon’s  in  Ran- 
dalitown. 

County  Meeting. 

Nov.  23d,  Ballynahinch. 

Nine  Members  prefent.  (their  names) 

Reports  the  fame  as  at  the  Provincial ; one  Member  made  a long 
fpeech  on  the  propriety  of  the  people  a61ing  without  the  aid  of 
the  French,  and  -was  fupported  in  this  opinion  by  two  others, 
(named)  The  treafurer  received  the  fubferiptions  in  the  hands  of 
the  County  Meeting. 

Baronial  Meeting. 

Nov.  25th  at  Baily’s  Mill,  (names  of  perfons  prefent.)  Ad- 
journed to  that  day  three  weeks  to  Teddftown.  Next  County 
Meeting,  Saintfield  Fair. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

Dec.  14-th,  Randalftown,  Me.  Dermons,  (names  of  tlie  ^mem- 
bers prefent)  the  following  counties  ^verc  reprefented,  Monaghan, 
Donegal,  Armagh,  Tyrone,  Antrim,  Down  ; Reports  delivered, 
that  the  Executive  Committee  had  not  got  any  information  from 
France  fince  the  laff  meeting,  but  that  they  every  day  expedled  the 
arrival  of  a Delegate  j they  vrere  fure  the  expedition  was  ftili  pre- 
paring for  Ireland. 

It  was  dated  that  the  Executive  Committee  had  advanced  137].  8s. 
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for  bringing  thirteen  prifoners  from  Belfaft  to  Dublin,  on  the  c'encfit 
of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  They  had  alfo  advanced  185I.  4s.  for  the 
’ prifoners  trials  in  Armagh  and  Carrickfergus  ^ and  as  they  could 
not  get  money  to  defray  the  expenfes,  they  had  thought  of  forming 
a lottery,  the  benefit  of  which  was  to  be  applied  to  faid  purpofes  ; 
the  number  of  tickets  :>ooo,  one  guinea  each.  Orders  were  iiPued 
to  every  county  delegate  to  procure  an  cxadr  account  of  the  number 
of  military,  whether  regular  regiments,  militia,  or  yeomen,  and 
the  quarters  v/here  they  lie,  and  bring  it  to  the  noct  provincial 
meeting,  as  alfo  how  many  of  them  refpeftively  that  can  be  reck- 
oned on  as  friends  ; this  is  to  be  procured  by  the  county  ^members 
making  application  to  the  baronial  m.embcrs  at  the  next  county 
' meeting,  who  are  to  make  the  returns  for  their  refpedlivs  baronies; 
in  cafe  the  barony  be  not  reprefented,  or  that  he  thinks  additional 
friends  necelTary,  he  is  to  apply  to  fome  confidential,  aclive,  in- 
telligent friend  in  the  barony  ; the  rule  of  reckoning  on  friends 
among  military,  6cc.  is,  that  in  cafe  the  perfon  fvvorn  is  an  united 
Irifliman,  and  has  not  taken  any  adlive  fleps  againll  the  body,  or 
any  of  its  members,  out  of  the  line  of  his  profellion,  he  is  to  be 
deemed  dill  the  friend  of  united  Irifhmen.  A member  took  down 
the  name  of  each  Delegate  prefenr,  and  his  dire£lion,  in  order  if 
any  material  news  comes  from  France,  previous  to  the  regular 
meeting  on  the  14th  January  next,  to  write  to  them,  and  call  an 
extra  meeting.  The  former  return  of  military,  &c.  was  very  lame 
and  defeftive,  and  the  Executive  could  not  form  a plan  from  it. 
It  is  necelTary  that  this  fhould  be  completely  remedied,  and  the  re- 
fpeclive  Ifations  and  quarters  of  tlje  troops  known  to  the  Execu- 
tive, to  enable  them  to  form  the  proper  plan  for  co-operation 
with  the  French  on  landing. 

County  Committee. 

Dec.  28th — Saintfield Twenty  members  prefent — (the  names 

of  all  prefent,  except  one)  The  reports  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
province.  One  conftitufion  was  voted  to  a member,  to  be  given 
to  parts  of  a fliip’s  company  lying  in  Belfalt  Lough,  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  general  principle.  The  members  for  Down  has  come 
to  a refolution  to  abandon  the  idea  of  a lottery  for  the  payment 
of  their  prefent  debt,  and  are  about  to  edablifh  a committee  to 
meet  at  Ballynahinch  on  the  7th  of  next  month,  to  deliberate  on 
the  means  tor  accomplilhjng  that  purpofe,  independent  of  the 
county  of  Antrim.  (Committee  appointed,  and  their  names.) 
The  county  committee  has  alfo  relolved  that  each  regiment,  whofe 
colonels  have  emigrated,  lhall  have  new  ones  appointed,  in  order 
that  a meeting  ot  colonels  may  take  place  as  foon  as  may  be  after 
the  next  county  meeting.  There  was  alfo,  fame  day,  held  2 
committee  of  the  perfons  who  had  the  prifoners  in  charge  at  th^ 
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laft  arrizes.  fthclr  names.]  Their  account  flates  ^3!.  gs.  io]d. 
deficient  at  laft  affizes.  Three  perfons  named  were  to  atn  nd  the 
national  Executive  on  Sunday  or  Monday  next,  being  the  7th  or  8th 
January  1708. 

A meeting  was  held  on  the  23d  inflant  of  the  captains  of  the 
Knockbiaken  regiment  in  the  ho'iife  of  James  Woods;  alf'a  meet- 
ing of  the  Drurabo  regiment  on  the  ifcth  January  in  the  houfc  of 
Thomas  Rainey. 

Next  County  Meeting  to  be  in  Eallynahinch. 

Ballynahinch, 

7th  Jan.  1791.  Names  of  perfons  prefent,  nine  in  number. 
They  refolved  that  they  would  rejedf  the  lottety  bufinefs  as  it  en- 
couraged the  immorality  of  the  people,  and  that  they  would  exert 
themfelves  to  raifewhat  money  was  wanting  by  fubfcription,  and 
that  they  would  meet  again  that  day  four  weeks  fame  place.  When 
the  bufinefs  of  this  meeting  was  nearly  over  a perfon  [named] 
arrived,  who  faid  he  was  deputed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
to  fhew  them  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  lottery.  He  was 
afked  whether  he  would  pledge  his  honour  that  the  debts  in- 
curred by  the  county  of  Down  would  be  paid  out  01  the  profit 
arifing  from  it.  He  faid  he  would  not  as  the  profit  arifing 
would  barely  fupport  the  Dublin  trials.  He  then  requefted  that 
they  might  get  liberty  to  folicit  individually,  and  after  a long 
altercation  it  was  refolved  that  they  might  be  admitted  indi- 
vidually, but  not  to  be  confidered  as  ati  official  bufinefs  of  the 
county  of  Down. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

14th  Jan.  held  at  Mc.  Calls,  Armagh,  twelve  m.embers  prefent; 
the  following  counties  were  reprefented— Tyrone,  Armagh,  An- 
trim, Down,  Donegal.  Firft  bufinefs  done  refpefted  the  lottery. 
One  member  had  fold  19  tickets  for  which  he  paid  ; another  had 
fold  42  ; Armagh  Delegates  had  not  fold  any.  It  w^as  found  that 
a member  had  reported  in  Armagh  and  Monaghan  that  the 
prrffit  arifing  from  the  fcheme  was  to  be  applied  to  improper 
nfes.  It  was  then  agreed  to  recommend  it  to  the  Eexecutive  to 
poffpone  the  drawing  another  month,  and  each  Delegate  to  keep 
what  Tickets  he  had,  and  exert  themfelves  to  fell  as  many  as  poi- 
fible  till  that  time.  The  number  of  the  military  in  the  different 
quarters  in  the  province  could  not  properly  be  afeertained  from  their 
iinufual  movements.  The  Delegates  ordered  to  try  it  aeain.  7 he 
reporter  faid  there  had  been  a meeting  of  the  National  Committee, 
and  it  was  found,  notwithffanding  all  the  depredations  gornmitted 
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by  the  military,  that  the  upper  provinces  were  In  a tolerable  ftate 
of  orga;  iration.  He  faid  that  one  of  our  Delegates  had  arrived 
from  Fraace.  He  told  the  meeting  that  it  had  been  an  intention 
of  France  to  invade  Ireland  only,  and  that  they  were  to  have  put 
that  into  execution  in  this  month,  b\it  that  the  Dlreclory  had  come 
to  a,  fecond  refolution  that  they  would  now  fit  out  a more  formi- 
dable expedition,  and  that  they  would  invade  the  whole  three  king- 
doms at  once  ; therefore  from  the  magnitude  of  fuch  a great  bii- 
finefs  we  need  not  expedl  them  as  foon  as  we  did.  He  thought 
they  could  not  come  until  it  would  be  far  on  in  the  Spring,  ut 
he  recommended  to  the  people  then  prefent,  and  he  thought  that  it 
was  ^heir  duty  to  recommend  it  to  their  conflituents  to  be  cautious 
and  fteady,  ftill  keeping  up  their  organization,  for  the  Diredfory 
had  affured  our  Delegates  in  the  mod  pofitive  terms  that  they  never 
would  defert  us.  He  faid  we  had  now  eleven  Delegates  between 
Hamburgh  and  Paris. 

Next  provincial  meeting  to  be  held  at  Me.  Clean’s,  Shane’s 
Caftle,  omthe  id  February. 

County  Meeting. 

illth  Jan.— AtM,  Montgomery’s  Ballynahlnch  ten  members  were 
prefent.  [their  names]— Reports  the  fame  as  the  Provincial.  Ad- 
journed to  the  4th  Feb.  alfo  the  committee  for  colledting  money  is 
to  adjourn  from  Ballynahlnch  to  Saintfield  the  fame  day. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

Feb.  id—  Shane’s-cadle — Me.  Clean’s,  nine  members  prefent. 
[their  names.]  The  perfon  who  reported  did  not  arrive  from  Dublin 
until  three  o’clock,  and  the  ticket  money  was  colledled  before  he 
came.  He  dwelt  a long  time  upon  the  fuccefs  we  had  obtained  over 
government  on  the  late  trials  in  Dublin.— -He  then  faid  he  would 
by  Heavens,  fpeak  his  mind  openly,  for  he  was  not  afraid,  as  our 
delivery  was  now  certain.  He  faid  the  national  committee  had  met  - 
in  Dublin  that  week,  and  that  the  upper  provinces  were  all  ready  to 
acl  in  a moment ; two  regiments  in  one  province  had  offered  to  de- 
liver it  ; he  faid  we  had  three  Delegates  arrived  from  Fiance,  and 
that  the  French  were  going  on  with  the  expedition,  and  that  it 
was  in  a greater  date  of  forwardnefs  than  was  expedfed ; but  what 
was  more  flattering  three  delegates  had  been  fent  from  the 
United  Britons  to  our  National  Committee  ; and  that  from  this 
very  moment  we  were  to  confider  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  all 
as  one  peopF,  acting  for  one  common  caufe;  there  were  legiflators 
now  cl'ofen  from  the  three  Kingdoms  to  a6l  as  an  Executive  for  the 
whole  ; he  then  produced  an  addrefs  vyhich  the  Delegates  of  Britairi 
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brought  with  them  to  our  National  Committee,  and  that  v/as  the 
reafou  he  faid  which  made  him  fo  violent  as  he  was  certain  we  could 
now  obtain  liberty  although  the  French  never  liiould  come  here  ^ 
he  told  the  Delegates  to  caufe  the  men  to  hold  themfelves  in  readi- 
nefs  as  the  hour  of  a<5Iion  could  not  be  far  ilidant  ; and  he  dcfired 
them  to  colledl  the  names  of  all  our  enemies  and  their  places  of 
refidence. 

He  further  faid,  that  our  higher  (Ex  ) Committee  had  power  to 
grant  paifports  to  any  perfon  of  contidencc  to  go  to  Fiance,  and 
that  lands  could  be  bought  there  now  at  a very  low  rate. 

Some  particulars  which  occurred  at  this  meeting,  given  in  on 
memory. 

[That  the  county  Antrim  meeting  was  very  refpedable,  being 
cornpofed  of  better  fort  of  men,  fcemlngly  of  fiibftance,  education 
and  manners  of  gentlemen  ; a member  in  private  converfation  told 
that  he  thought  the  French  expedition  would  be  ready  in  about  fix 
weeks  , told  alfo  that  the  reverend  prlefl;  Qtiiglsy  now  returned  to 
Selfalt,  and  formerly  of  the  county  of  Louth  from  which  he  had 
fled  fomiC  time  ago,  was  one  of  the  Delegates  lately  returned  from 
France,  and  that  he  and  the  Reverend  Arthur  APMahou  of  Holly- 
xvood,  who  lied  from  thence  on  the  general  apprehenfion  in  the 
county  of  Down  laft  fummer  were  the  principal  perfons  who 
opened  the  communication  with  the  United  Britons. 

The  drawing  of  the  lottery  is  poftponed  till  alter  next  Provincial 
Meeting  by  reafon  of  the  tickets  not  being  fold,  but  that  then  at 
any  rate  the  drawing  fhall  take  place,  and  the  tickets  on  hand  v/ill 
be  taken  at  all  chances  by  the  Executive  Committee  ol  Ulfter, 
who  are  the  whole  and  foie  conduHors  and  contrivers  of  the  feheme. 
The  perfons  formerly  in  cuftody  in  the  artillery  barracks,  and 
apprehended  iaft  fummer,  will  not  go  to  any  of  the  public  meet- 
ings from  fear,  but  are  very  anxious  to  get  the  reports  and  hear 
the  news. 

No  military  returns  could  be  made  at  the  Provincial  Meeting 
owing  to  the  general  movemicnts  of  the  troops,  but  the  Tvlembers 
are  inllruHed  to  make  diligent  enquiry  and  to  try  to  get  them. 

United  Britons ^ to  the  United  Irijhmcfu 
Fellow-Men, 

Anxious  to'  dillipate  thofe  prejudices  which  a miftaken  and  in- 
terefled  policy  has  artfully  diffufed,  to  prevent  an  union  of  fenli- 
ment  and  mutuality  of  opinion  frr)m  being  held  by  the  people  of 
England  and  Ireland;  we  in  ihe  name  of  the  former,  (with  whofe 
fenTiments  we  are  acquainted,  and  whofe  confidence  we  poflefs) 
declare  that  we  will  by  every  poffible  means  to  promote  the  eman- 
cipation of  BOTH  COUNTRIES.  To  forw^ard  this  great  objedt 
we  orfer  you  our  confidence,  and  in  return  demand  yours. 
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Tho\igh  labouring  under  the  yoke  of  the  fame  opprefTors,  the 
Sifter  Countries  have  been  differently  treated.  Ireland  has  al'ways 
been  the  objcdi  of  direcf  and  open  violence,  England  of  fraud; 
Ireland  has  been  robbed.  England  has  been  cheated.  One  uniform 
plan,  DIVISION,  has  been  carried  on  in  both.  Sacrificed  as  Ire- 
land has  been  to  the  ambition  of  England,  the  idea  of  her  being 
treated  as  a free  Country  was  too  grofs  to  be  obtruded  upon  the 
ineaneft  underftanding,  but  England,  whofe  avarice  was  flattered 
bv  the  defpicable  hire  of  exclufive  trade,  greedily  fwallovved  the 
bait.  She  was  taiight  to  believe  that  Riches  flowed  upon  her, 
while  Poverty  was  fecretly  infinuating  itfelf  into  her  very  vitals. 

Amidft  mock  contentions  for  liberty  and  real  ones  for  plun- 
der, She  vainly  imagined  hcrfelf  free,  and  was  thereby  induced 
to  pay  the  intereft  of  a Debt,  of  greater  amount  than  the  value  of 
the  whole  Landed  property  of  the  Country  without  refiedling  that 
Bankruptcy  however  late  muft  be  the  confequence  of  an  over- 
ftretched  credit— -that  bankruptcy  has  arrived. 

The  Religious  duTentions  between  Catholic  Vin<\  Protejiant  in  Ire^ 
and  (whofe  opinions  admit  of  a real  dlftin^Iion,)  and  the  party 
fquabbles  between  PFhig  and  Tory  in  England  (whofe  political  ones 
admit  of  none)  were  aftidiioiifty  fomented  ; the  People  were  divided 
about  the Jhadow  till  they  loft  the  JubJlance.  The  plan  of  oppreffion 
was  fyftematically  diredted  throughout  both  countries  to  the  fame 
objedt,  though  in  apparent  oppofition.  In  Ireland  Revenue  was 
only  ralfed  to  be  lavillied  in  unmerited  penfions,  without  the  infult 
of  pretended  National  advantage  ; in  England  the  veil  of  fraud  was 
necellary  to  cheat  the  people  of  large  fums  under  the  plaufible  pre- 
text of  public  neceftify.  The  undifguifed  oppreftions  of  Ireland, 
by  rendering  fubfiftence  precarious  to  the  Poor,  have  made  her  a 
conftant  hot  bed  for  the  fattellites  of  Tyranny  ; but  in  England  oc- 
cafional  crops  could  only  be  raifed  when  the  tiame  of  war  unufually 
forceil  the  foil.  This  marked  diftindlion  in  the  treatment  of  the 
Countries,  has  produced  as  marked  a difference  in  the  charadfers  of 
the  two  Nations  ; Ireland  has  acquired  that  of  manly  opennefs, 
England  that  of  mean  difguire. 

England  though  abufed  with  forms  has  never  been  without  fincere 
friends  to  fubftantial  liberty.  Among  them  a number  of  dark 
and  defigning  charadters  have  always  intruded  : and  their  condiidi; 
has  furnifhed  fuch  a tilfue  of  apoftacy,  that  general  apathy  had 
nearly  fiicceded  general  diftiuft. 

Various  political  Societies  nave  been inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of 
Reform,  but  of  ihtfe,  few  could  boaft:  purity  of  Principles,  or  in- 
tegrity of  Leaders.  Formerly  Richmond  headed  the  votaries  of  Lmi- 
verfal  Suffrage,  Fox  thofe  of  Reprefentation  by  Houfeholders,  and 
Pitt  thofe  who  wifhed  to  disfranchife  the  Corrupt  Boroughs,  to 
throw  their  proportion  of  Reprefentation  into  the  Counties  ; but 
thefe  have  vaniftied.  The  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  people. 
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and  that  for  Constitutional  Information,  have  dlfcontlnu- 
cd  their  exertions.  The  London  Corresponding,  and  other 
Societies  in  union  wdth  it,  have  arifen  upon  their  ruins,  and  as 
univerfal  good  is  their  bafis,  we  doubt  not,  but,  fupported  by 
Numbers  and  Principles,  they  will  not  be  w'anting  in  the  hour  of 
danger. 

The  Irish,  always  an  heroic  People,  had,  during  the  American 
War,  become  an  armed  Nation.  They  took  up  Arms  for  Defence, 
and  undertook  the  caufe  of  Reform  for  Security.  England, 
likewife,  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  Reform,  but  her  efforts  were 
weak,  as  fhe  had  not  endured  fufficient  to  convince  her  of  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  union.  The  efforts  of  a number  of  eminent  Perfons  in 
both  Countries  in  thecaufe  ol  Freedom,  were  infufficient,  becaufc 
Prejudice  yet  prevailed,  and  Men  were  not  awakened  to  their  juft 
Rights  and  true  Interefts. 

The  Apoftacy  of  feveral  Leaders  in  the  Public  caufe,  added  to 
the  famous  Coalition,  fmothered  for  a long  time  the  flame  of  Li- 
berty ; ’till  the  French  Revolui  ion  again  fanned  its  dying 
embers  into  a glow,  w hich,  we  hope  and  truft,  will  never  be  ex- 
tinguifhed. 

The  condu(5l  of  the  two  Countries,  on  this  important  event  dif- 
played  a ftrikitig  contraft.  Ireland,  who  by  her  arms,  had  extor- 
ted from  the  Englijh  Governments  fome  fragments  of  lier  Rights, 
feemed  ready  in  the  fame  maimer  to  demand  the  reft.  England, 
alfo,  formed  Societies,  whefe  obje6l  was  Emancipation,  but 
wLo  hoped  it  might  be  obtained  by  Reafon  ^ Alas ! they  over-rated 
its  force 

The  dIfarming  Bills  in  Ireland,  theTreafon  and  Sedition  Bills 
in  England,  and  their  confequences  in  both  Countries,  need 
hardly  be  mentioned.  On'  the  People  they  have  brought  Chains, 
on  the  Government  irreconcileable  Hatred.  One  good  efteef  has, 
however,  refulted  from  mutual  Sufferings,  and  mutual  Commife- 
ration  ; the  prejudice  of  Nations  is  done  away  and  the  English 
burn  with  defire,  to  haft  the  Irish,  as  Free-men,  and  as  Brethren, 

Our  numbers  are  immenfe,  our  influence  ftili  more  confiderable, 
and  our  fentiments  accord  with  yours.  We  are  unthinned  by  the 
T yranny  of  the  Law  or  of  the  Sw'ord  ; ’tis  true,  we  have  had  our 
Fears  and  our  Jealoufies,  Spies  and  Informers  have  been  introduced 
amongft  us,  but  all  thefe  have  ferved  only  to  point  out  more  clearly 
the  Men  vvho  are  worthy  of  truft,  and  in  thefe,  whether  Rich  or 
Poor,  we  have  the  higheft  confidence. 

Onr  Delegate  is  entrufted  to  lay  before  you  our  whole  pro- 
ceedings ; we,  therefore  decline  entering  into  particulars  in  the 
prefent  Addrefs.  We  have  repofed  confidence  in  you,  and  lliall 
expeH  fuch  a return  as  you  may  think. our  Integrity  and  Talentsde- 
ierve.  We  doubt  not  but  you  wdll,  with  us,  fee  the  proprieiy  of 
eftabliftiing  unlimited  confidence,  or  declining  our  interference  as 
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fruitlefs.  Should  you  think  our  fituation,  our  influence,  and  our 
opportunities'calculated  to  I'erve  the  Common  Caufe,  rely  upon  our 
Diligence,  our  Zeal,  and  our  Fidelity. 

With  beft  wilhes,  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  Man , 
and  hopes  that  your  Exertions  and  Virtues,  aided  by  an  UNITED 
PEOPLE,  WILL  SPEEDILY  EMANCIPATE  YOUR  COUNTRY  j 
we  remain  in  the  bonds  of  Brotherhood  and  Union. 


Friday,  January  1798. 


Your’s  Fraternally  ! 
(Seal) 


County  Meeting. 
February  4th — Saintfield. 


Seventeen  members  prefent.  [their  names]  Reports  the  fame  as 
the  Provincial.  A treafurerwas  appointed  for  the  money  committee, 
who  received  from  the  members  prefent  eighteen  guineas.  The 
money  committee  is  to  meet  at  Ballynahinch  the  12th  ind.  Princi- 
pal members  not  being  prefent  at  this  meeting,  nothing  particular 
was  done,  except  that  Earl  Moira’s  character  was  difcuffed  at  full 
• length  to  know  whether  he  was  a man  that  could  be  depended  upon 
or  not  by  the  people— It  was  agreed  that  he  was  as  great  a tyrant 
as  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  a deeper  defigning  one.  A perfon  who 
had  fled  from  the  country  wrote  to  the  Committee  for  their  advice 
whether  he  fhould  come  home  again.  It  was  directed  that  the 
opinion  of  counfel  fliould  be  taken  upon  his  cafe. 

County  Committee  to  be  held  again  in  Ballynahinch  on  Thurf- 
day  the  ifl  March  next. 


Provincial  Meeting. 

February  27th.  Armagh. 

' Thirteen  members  prefent.  (Their  names.)  . ' • 

The  reporter  said  we  had  a Delegate  arrived  from  France,  and 
that  the  French  were  ufing  every  endeavour  to  have  the  expedi- 
tion for  this  country  completed,  and  that  our  Delegate  came  home' 
to  cause  us  to  put  ourselves  into  a ftate  of  organization  to  join 
them,  as  the  Direffory  pofitively  affured  our  Delegates  that  the 
expedition  would  set  out  for  this  country  in  the  latter  end  of 
April,  or  beginning  of  May  ; he-  said  that  the  Executive  of  this 
kingdom  had  answered  a draft  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  our 
delegates  which  they  meant  to  raise  off  the  four  provinces  equally, 
and  he  wanted  to  know  the  beft  method  of  raifing  our  quota. — 
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It  was  agreed  it  fiiould  be  raised  In  this  province  by  voluntary 
loans— he  said  we  had  now  fourteen  Delegates  in  France,  and  that 
there  had  been  held  in  London  a meeting  of  all  the  Delegates  of 
England  and  Scotland,  but  that  we  could  not  get  their  resolutions 
until  our  next  provincial,  which  is  to  be  held  in  the  Moy  in  Sam. 
Greaves’s,  the  25th  of  March.  He  said  the  lottery  could  not  be 
drawn  till  after  our  next  meeting,  as  there  were  fix  hundred  of 
the  tickets  unsold,  and  the  Ulfter  Delegates  had  taken  them  to 
Dublin  to  sell  them  there.  The  National  Executive  was  at  this 
very  time  fitting  in  Dublin.  Fie  then  presented  the  following 
directions,  of  which  he  caused  every  member  to  take  a copy  ; they 
were  inflruClions  how  the  different  counties  were  to  a61  : 

' INSTRUCTIONS. 

The  colonels  in  each  county  are  to  make  out  a liff  of  the  names 
of  perfons  to  aft  as  Adjutant  Generals,  to  be  fealed  up  and  retur- 
ned through  the  medium  of  the  Provincial,  or  any  other  authentig 
channel. 

The  Duty  of  Adjutant  General. 

They  will  make  at  leaf!  monthly  returns  to  the  Executive 
through  the  medium  of  the  perfon  named  to  them  for  that  purpofe 
on  the  following  fubjeCfs,  and  ufe  every  diligence  to  difeover 
every  thing  within  their  county  : 

iff.  The  number,  flrength,  and  arms  of  their  regiments,  and 
the  qualifications  of  their  officers  ; who  of  them  have  been  in  the 
army  and  have  feen  affual  fervice. 

2d.  What  number  of  mills  in  their  counties,  and  what  average 
quantity  of  flour,  corn,  &c.  they  contain  fummer  and  winter. 

3rd.  The  breadth  and  condition  of  the  roads,  depth  of  the  ri- 
vers, height  of  their  banks,  where  they  have  bridges  or  fords, 
impaffable  marflies  in  fummer  and  winter,  and  roads  run  through 
bogs. 

4th.  Beff  pofition  to  interrupt  convoys  going  from  the  capital 
to  the  enemy’s  camips  or  depots,  or  from  one  town  to  another  ; 
alfo  the  fitteff  place  for  the  patriots  to  affemble  or  rally  ; with  a 
reafoned  detail  of  the  advantages  and  difadvantages. 

5th.  What  number  of  tovviis  and  villages  ; in  how  many  where 
horfe  and  foot  can  be  quartered  in  them  ; whether  the  country  has 
plantations  to  ffielter  the  troops  without  tents,  and  where  they  can 
find  ffraw  and  forage. 

6th.  Who  the  beff  patriots  are,  and  beff  fitted  by  intelligence 
and  honeffy  to  be  employed  as  commiffaries. 

7th.  To  communicate  to  the  Executive  every  change  of  quar- 
ters, numbers  of  horfe  and  foot,  fpecifying  whether  natives  or  fo- 
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reigners,  fituation,  naturei  of  depots  with'  regard  to  fubfiflence* 
ammunition,  arms  and  money,  and  their  nature  and  firength. 

8th.  Thofe  in  the  maritime  counties  are  charged  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  a friendly  force  upon  the  coaft,  but  e^'pecially  on 
the  molt  certain  information  being  had  of  the  debarkation  of  our 
allies,  to  communicate  the  fame  in  the  moll  fpeedy  manner  to  the 
Executive.  They  mull  then  collect  their  force  and  march  forward 
with  as  many  of  the  yeomanry  and  militia  as  posfible ; each  man 
to  be  provided  with  at  leall  tliree  days  fubfillence,  and  to  bring 
along  all  they  can  of  cars,  draft  hoiTes,  harnefs,  and  horfes  to 
mount  cavalry,  with  three  days  forage  ; taking  care  to  feize  no 
where  the  property  of  a patriot,  where  an  enemy  can  be  found  to 
raife  contributions  of. 

County  Meeting. 

March  I,  Saintlield.  ^ 

Sixteen  perfons  prefent.  (Their  names.)  Reports  the  fame  as 
at  the  Provincial.  A conference  was  held  on  the  bell  method  of 
colIe6ling  Colonels,  and  it  was  agreed  to  fummon  fuch  as  are  in 
the  country  to  meet  in  Belfall  on  Sunday  the  nth  : It  was  alfo 
ordered' and  reported  to  thofe  quarters  where  the  Colonels  had  emi- 
grated to  chufe  new  ones,  and  to  call  at  (named)  be  lore  the  time 
of  meeting,  and  he  would  tell  them  where  it  was.  The  county 
in  general  appears  to  be  much  elevated  at  the  prefent  reports,  and 
very  ambitious  for  officers. 

Subfcriptions  paid  in. 

Proceedings  of  feveral  private  meetings. 

Money  Committee  met  at  Belfall  i6th  February.  March  5th 
the  Countv  Committee  was  adjourned  from  Bally  nahinch  to  Saint- 
field,  as  the  fair  being  held  in  the  latter  place  it  was  thought  lefs 
dangerous.  It  is  to  meet  again  in  Comber  on  the  5th  April. 
There  was  a hard  contell  for  the  eleSlion  of  Provincial  Delegate 
between  tour  perfons ; alter  three  ballots  two  were  defied, 

Meeting  of  Colonels. 

County  of  Down. 

March  9th  in  the  liouffi  of  R.  Kean,  Belfafi,  eight  Colonels 
prefent.  (their  names)  They  agreed  to  appoint  three  perfons  to  be 
Adjutant  Generals  (t’leir  names)  and  that  an  application  Ihould  be 
made  to  them  accordinglv  to  m-^et  at  Saintfield  on  the  23d  inftant. 

Seven  perfons  accordinglv  met  reprefenting  fo  manv  regiments; 
others  were  admitted,  as  it  is  termed,  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting; 
lome  alarm  was  felt  by  fome  of  the  members,  and  an  Adjutant  Ge- 
lieral  was  rejefled  ; a deputation  was  fent  to  invite  another  to  fuc"  ^ 
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ceed  him,  but  this  propofal  was  not  clireftly  accepted  of,  this  perfon 
had  been  bailed  in  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  he  hefitated 
therefore  left  this  fhould  be  forfeited-.-faid  he  would  confult  his 
bails  man,  but  at  all  events  defired  them  to  return  his  name.  The 
Colonels  agreed  that  they  fhould  divide  into  two  meetings  as  it 
would  bdefs  fufpicious ; accordingly  the  Colonels  of  one  dlvifion 
are  to  meet  in  Rathfryland  on  the  28th,  and  thofe  of  the  other  in 
Newtovvm  Ards  on  the  31ft  inftant. 

Provincial  Committee. 

25th  March,  Moy. 

Eight  perfons  prefent,  (their  names)  a Qtiaker,  once  a prifoner 
in  Charlemxont,  introduced  a Delegate  from  the  Leinfter  Executive 
who  pafted  under  a feigned  name.  From  fome  alarm  the  meeting 
adjourned  to  Blackwater-town,  there  they  were  difturbed  by  the 
appearance  of  a party  of  light  horfe,  and  adjourned  to  Me  Call’s  in 
Armagh,  where  they  did  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  Some  matters 
concerning  the  lottery  were  difpofed  of,  and  it  was  faid  that  the 
drawing  would  take  place, the  firft  week  in  April.  It  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Leinfter  Delegate  to  give  the  reports,  he  accordingly 
faid  he  was  happy  to  tell  them  the  Leinfter  Provincial  Committee 
was  perfedfly  recovered  from  the  fhock  ; they  were  only  four  days 
from  the  time  they  were  taken  till  they  had  the  whole  Province  in 
a complete  ftate  of  organization  ; the  Government  had  alfo  taken 
three  of  the  Executive,  but  there  were  three  appointed  in  their 
place  that  very  evening  after  they  were  taken.  He  faid  the  Leinfter 
Executive  had  delegated  him  to  wait  on  us  to  anfwer  fome  queftions 
which  he  read  from  a paper;  they  were  to  the  following  effeeft  : 
the  number  of  the  United  Irifhmen  who  would  a61:  if  called  upon  ; 
the  number  of  arms  ; the  number  of  military  and  militia,  and  how 
many  good  and  bad,  with  a recommendation  for  the  people  to  put 
themfelves  immediately  into  as  good  ftate  of  organization  as  poftible, 
for  that  they  had  a Delegate  arrived  with  pofitive  alfurance  that  the 
French  wmold  commence  embarkation  on  the  ift  of  April,  and  that 
they  would  be  all  on  board  by  the  middle  of  the  month  and  ready 
to  fail  the  firft  opportunity  after.  The  paper  alfo  contained  the 
ftrength  of  United  Iriftimen  in  Leinfter  both  civil  and  military,  it 
feemed  to  .be  exaggerated,  but  as  it  was  not  allowed  to  take  a copy 
it  cannot  be  accurately  fet  forth  ; every  regiment  of  military  and 
militia  was  numbered,  how  many  good  and  how  many  bad ; the  grofs 
number  in  Dublin  amounted  to  about  eight  thoufand,  three  thou- 
fand  eighx  hundred  of  which  it  was  ftated  would  adf  againft  Go- 
vernment ; fome  return  was  made  of  the  numbers  fuppofed  to  be 
difaffefted  in  fome  of  the  regiments  of  militia.  The  anfwers  to 
his  queftions  were  but  weakly  anfvvered ; he  faid  that  the  National 
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Committee  was  to  be  held  in  Dublin  on  Tuefday,  and  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Executive  that  it  (liould  be  compofed  of  one  man 
from  each  Executive ^nd  one  man  from  each  Province  ; their  Exe- 
cutive was  to  meet  the  fame  evening,  and  he  propofed  to  introduced 
whoever  went  from  hence  to  them.  The  meeting  then  proceeded 
to  ele61;  a Delegate,  the  firlt  chofen  was  a Colonel,  but  he  excufed 
himfelf  on  account  of  his  other  duties ; the  perfon  appointed  fet 
out  that  night  or  the  next  morning  for  Dublin  .along  with  the 
Leinfter  Delegate,  and  was  told  who  the  Delegate  was  that  fhould 
meet  him  in  Dublin  from  the  Ulfter  Executive. 

Provincial  Committee  is  to  meet  in  Belfaft,  Sunday  the  iff 
Aprih 

Meeting  of  Colonels, 

March  28th.  Rathfryland. 

Six  Colonels  attended,  (their  names) 

P.eports  were  given.  The  Colonels  were  alked  individually  whe- 
they  they  were  able  to  difarm  the  military  within  the  bounds  of 
their  own  regiments  ; they  all  agreed  that  they  were.  They  were 
^Ifo  alked  the  number  of  arms  ; they  do  not  appear  to  be  con- 
fidcrable. 

Civil  Committee. 

29th  March.  Bally nahinch. 

Eleven  members  prefent.  (their  names) 

It  was  refolved  that  the  fame  committee  who  afled  in  defence 
of  the  prifoners  lalt  adizes  fliould  again  be  requefted  to  a£l  in  the 
fame  capacity  the  enfuing  alfizes,  and  that  every  exertion  Ihould 
be  made  to  fiipply  them  with  money,  and  that  they  are  to  meet 
in  Downpatrick  on  Thurfday  the  5th  of  April.  Civil  Com- 
mittee to  meet  on  Friday  the  5th. 

Meeting  of  Colonels. 

March  311!:.  Newtown  Ards. 

It  was  refolved  not  to  tranfaft  any  bufinefs  in  this  place  ; a 
magiftrate  remarkable  for  his  activity  refided  there,  and  it  was  not 
thought  fafe  to  hold  meetings  in  his  neighbourhood.  They  ad- 
journed to  Grey-abbey,  and  a perfon  remained  behind  to  fend  on 
there  fuch  perfons  as  ihould  come  to  the  meeting. 
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Provincial  Committee. 

I ft  April.  Belfaft. 

Eight  members  prefent.  (their  names)  The  following  counties 
Were  reprefented.  Derry,  Antrim,  Tyrone,  /\rmagh,  Down, 
Reported  the  names  of  the  perfons  whom  the  Executive  has  chofen 
from  the  names  fent  to  them  to  aCl  as  Adjutant  Generals  in  Chief. 
They  were  appointed  for  Antrim,  Down,  Armagh  an  1 Tyrone. 
The  other  Counties  had  not  yet  fent  in  their  lifts.  The  liil  for 
Derry  a member  promifed  fhould  be  returned  "he  next  week  ; the 
fame  member  was  appointed  to  go  through  Doneg  d,  Cavan  and 
Fermanagh,  and  to  put  them  into  a llate  of  orgr^nizaticu  ; ano- 
ther member  was  ordered  on  the  fame  duty  in  M )n"‘.ghau  About 
two  oVlock  the  Delegate  who  had  been  fent  to  Di.b’in,  arrived 
in  Belfaft ; he  informed  the  meeting  that  he  had  been  verv  kindly 
received  by  the  l.einfter  Committee;  that  the  Leinder  Executive 
had  received  a letter  from  Bartholomew  Teeling,  who  is  one  of 
our  Delegates  in  France,  ftatlng  that  the  French  troops  would 
moft  certainly  be  on  board  by  the  middle  of  this  month.  He 
faid  the  troops  from  Breft  and  tha^  neighbourhood  were  deter- 
mined to  try  to  evade  the  Biitifh  deet,  and  to  land  in  Ireland. 
Of  courfe  the  Britilh  fleet  would  follow  them  round,  and  while 
thus  drawn  oft,  all  the  other  troops  embarked  at  other  ports 
would  make  a defeent  on  England.  Whatever  might  refult 
from  this  attempt,  it  was  the  fixed  determination  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee,  in  cafe  the  French  fhould  be  fruftrated,  that 
w'e  fhould  of  ourfelves  make  a rifing.  He  faid  that  the  citizens 
-of  Dublin  with  the  afliftance  of  the  army  could  feize  the  capita! 
at  any  moment. 

He  informied  them  that  the  leaders  in  Leinfter  were  particu-^ 
larly  aeftive  in  organizing  the  Military  Committees,  as  were 
alfo  fome  of  our  Ulfter  friends  who  are  at  prefent  there.  He 
named  Mr.  Samuel  Neilfon  in  particular  ; he  faid  he  was  riding 
almoft  day  and  night  organizing  the  people,  and  no  perfon 
almoft  knew  where  he  dined  or  where  he  flept ; he  named  alfo 

of  Belfaft  as  being  very  adlve,  on  the 
whole  he  faid  there  were  fourteen  northerns  now  in  Dublin,  he 
fuppofed  the  moft  active  men  in  the  kingdom,  a6ting  for  ns  ; 
he  faid  we  might  expect  one  of  the  Leinfter  Delegates  at  our 
next  meeting,  which  muft  be  very  foon,  as  he  was  ordered  on 
leaving  Dublin  to  caufe  a meeting  to  be  held  in  lefs  than  twenty 
days.  No  communication  at  the  National  Committee  from  the. 
United  Britons. 

To  meet  at  Cainpbelfts  Armagh,  Tuefday  the  17th  inft. 
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County  Meetings. 

April  6th.  Downpatrick. 

Twelve  meinbers  prefent,  [their  names]  Reports  the  fame  as 
at  the  provincial  ; no  material  bufinefs  tranra6led. 

Another  county  Meeting  April  the  20th,  at  Belfaft,  fixteen 
members  prefent.  Three  men  were  appointed  to  meet  the  upper 
half  of  the  county,  to  chufe  a man  to  legiilate  for  the  county. 
Great  reflexions  thrown  out  againlt  the  Money  Committee  for 
fome  of  them  not  attending  to  give  an  account  of  the  bufmefs  of 
the  lafl;  aflizes. 

County  to  meet  on  the  14th  May,  at  N.  T.  Ards. 


Provincial  Meetings. 

17th  April.  Armagh. 

Adjourned,  as  a Delegate  expeXed  from  Dublin  had  not  arrived, 
met  at  Belfaft  iQth  April.  , 

A full  meeting  at  Armah — reprefented  Monaghan,  Armagh, 
Louth,  Donegal,  Derry,  Tyrone,  Down,  none  from  Antrim.  At 
the  meeting  at  Belfaft  a letter  was  read  by  the  Reporter,  written 
by  the  Delegate  in  Dublin,  which  mentioned  that  a letter  had  been 
received  from  one  of  the  Delegates  at  Paris,  dated  the  24th  March 
laft,  ftating  that  there  was  an  embargo  on  all  the  French  ports,  and 
that  the  expedition  would  be  very  foon  ready,  and  that  a meflenger 
would  be  fent  to  Ireland  at  leaft  eight  days  before  it  failed;  That 
the  Delegate  in  Dublin  had  waited  three  days  longer,  expeXIng 
his  arrival.  In  cafe  of  the  arrival, of  this  melfenger,  an  extra 
meeting  is  to  be  called. 

The  Reporter  mentioned  a letter  having  been  received  from  a 
perfon  in  Liverpool,  who  is  a Delegate  there,  ftating  that  the 
French  would  not  land  for  two  months.  It  was  afferted,  that  this 
could  not  be  true.  The  Executive  Committee  of  Leinfter,  he  told 
them,  had  all  been  taken  up  or  banifhed  except  three,  and  thefe 
three  refufed  to  aX.  In  confequence,  he  faid,  twelve  new  ones, 
he  believed^  were  chofen  by  this  time. 

He  faid,  in  honour  to  the  province  of  Ulfter,  they  were  the  only 
men  who  dared  to  aX  in  the  worft  of  times.  Had  it  not  been  for 
three  perfonsfrom  Ulfter  [named]  the  people  in  Leinfter  had  been 
completely  diforganized  ; therefore  now,  in  his  opinion,  we  could 
never  aX  without  the  afliftance  of  the  French.  It  v/as  refolved. 
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that  one  man  from  each  county  fhoiild  be  ele£led  and  added  to  the 
Executive,  and  their  names  returned  at  next  meeting. 

1 he  lottery  is  not  yet  drawn,  owing  to  two  hundred  tickets  be- 
ing lodged  in  Oliver  Bond’s  hands  at  the  time  he  was  made  pri- 
foner,  and  two  hundred  of  them  fent  to  London,  of  which  there 
is  yet  no  return  of  money  or  tickets. 

Provincial  Meeting. 

May  loth. Armagh. 

Eleven  members  prefent  [their  names].  Reports  given,  that 
the  medengcr  mentioned  in  the  lad  reports  was  expeSed  to  have 
sirrived  before  now,  but  is  hourly  expelled  : in  confequence  of  his 
not  having  come,  the  reporter  had  no  information  from  France  to 
give  at  this  meeting:  he  faid,  the  Executive  Committee  of  Dublin 
was  changed  three  times  in  ten  day,  in  order  to  get  warm  patriots 
and  men  of  abilities  who  w'ould  lay  a plan  for  the  people  to  aA  upon. 
They  had  now  laid  a plan  to  take  Dublin,  Chapel-izod,  and  the 
Camp,  arid  to  feize  on  the  Executive  Government ; he  would  not 
however  fay,  that  it  wmuld  be  put  into  execution,  but  he  was  furc 
that  nothing  but  the  cowardice  of  the  people  would  flop  it  at  the 
moment  of  a6lion,  w'hich  he  doubted  would  be  the  cafe.  The  Exe- 
cutive requeft,  that  the  refpe6live  county  members  w^ould  make  a 
return  of  the  military,  dKlinguifhing  the  number  of  friends  and 
of  enemies  in  the  refpecllve  counties.  He  was  defired  to  take 
the  names  and  direclions  of  the  feveral  members,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  call  an  extra  meeting  as  foon  as  the  melfenger  arrived 
from  France,  or  in  cafe  the  faid  plan  fhould  be  put  into  execu- 
tion ; it  was  the  w ifli  of  the  Executive  that  the  members  fhould 
not  abfent  themfelves  from  their  places  of  abode,  but  be  in  the 
way  to  receive  a fummons  of  an  extra  meeting  : he  faid  that  the 
Executive  requefted  that  the  names  fhould  be  returned  of  the 
men  chofen  cut  of  the  refpe6five  counties  that  fhould  be  added  to 
the  Executive  to  compofe  the  National  Alfembly  or  Parliament. 
There  were  feven  chofen,  [their  names!  to  w:it : a filverfmith  for 
Armagh,  a prefbyterian  clergyman  for  Tyrone,  a probationer  pref- 
byterian  clergyman  for  Donegal,  a farmer  for  Louth,  an  adjutant 
general  for  Derry,  a cloth-merchant  fur  Antrim,  and  a farmer  for 
Monaghan  ; to  meet  the  29th  May  inftant  at  Armagh. 

Meeeting  of  Colonels. 

Upper  half  of  the  county  of  Down,  held  In  Harrifon’s  of  Dro- 
more— May  12th  ; thirteen  colonels  prefent.  No  particular  bu-. 
iinefs  tranfa^ted. 
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Provincial  Meeting. 

May  29th Armagh, 

Nine  members  prefent,  [their  names]  heard  from  the  laft  pro- 
vincial reports,  that  a plan  of  infurreftlon  was  in  contemplation 
by  the  National  executive:  two  members  were  deputed  from  the 
Ulfler  Executive  to  form  faid  plan,  in  conjiin6fion  with  certain 
deputies  from  the  other  Provincial  Executive ; the  plan  was  for 
Dublin  to  rife  and  to  feize  on  the  Government,  and  the  mail-coaches 
were  to  be  burned  for  a hgnal  for  the  whole  kingdom  to  a£l.  Thefe 
Delegates  returned  and  reported  the  fame  to  the  U liter  Executive ; 
the  reporter  complained  that  the  Ulfter  Executive  had  taken  no 
meafures  to  put  the  people  in  rcadinefs  to  a<5t  ; every  application 
had  been  made  to  tlie  Executive  to  call  the  adjutant-generals  toge- 
ther, but  without  effedt  ; they  were  required  alfo  to  fummon  the 
provincial  delegates  together  to  put  the  refpeclive  counties  in  a flate 
ready  to  act,  and  that  they  did  not  obey  ; he  thought  they  com- 
pletely betrayed  the  people  both  of  Leinlter  and  Ulller,  and  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  the  prefent  committee  to  denounce  and  vote 
them  out  of  office,  and  to  take  fome  fpeedy  and  vigorous  meafures 
to"  fecond  the  efforts  of  the  people  in  the  upper  counties;  they  were 
accordingly  voted  out  of  office.  The  reporter  then  took  a lift  of  all 
the  military  through  the  province,  and  their  places  of  quarters, 
as  nearly  as  he  could  afeertain  : he  then  alked  the  different  delegates 
if  they  thought  they  could  difarm  the  military  in  their  refpective 
counties  ; Derry,  Donegal,  and  Louth  faid  they  could  ; Down, 
Antrim,  Armagh,  and  the  upper  half  of  the  county  of  Tyrone, 
thought  they  could  not : he  then  afked  them  individually,  if  they 
, thought  the  people  they  reprefented  would  act,  and  they  all  faid 
they  would,  except  Down.  Its  delegate  obferved,  that  he  could 
not  exactly  anfwer  whether  it  would  or  not,  but  he  would  try  and 
afeertain  it  by  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  adjutant-generals  and  co- 
lonels : it  was  then  refolved  that  the  adjutant-generals  of  Down 
and  Antrim  fhould  meet  next  day,  and  in  cafe  that  the  two  counties 
would  act,  that  they  fliould  form  a general  plan  of  infurrection, 
and  that  they  fliould  fend  the  faid  plan  by  exprefs  to  the  different 
adjutant-generals  throughout  the  province,  that  they  fhould  all  act 
at  the  fame  moment  ; in  cafe  the  infurrection  was  not  agreed  upon 
they  were  to  meet  at  Belfaft  on  the  24th  June  ; but  it  was  generally 
^ the  opinion  that  they  were  all  to  return  to  their  refpective  occu- 
pations and  induftry,  and  not  meet  again  and  deceive  the  people 
any  longer.  The  new  addition  of  one  member  from  each  county 
to  the  executive  arc  to  meet  in  Banbridge  on  Monday  the  4th  June, 
and  a printer  ia  Belfaft  was  to  furnifh  them  with  a printing  prefs 
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for  their  ufe,  to  print  and  publifh  manifeftoes,  when  they 
Ihould  take  the  field. 


Meeting  of  Colonels. 

May  31  (It Saintfield. 

Perfons  afiembled ftheir  names]  reprefented  ten  regiments; 
they  received  the  provincial  reports,  and  generaliy  determined  to 
act ; feveral  meiTages  pafied  between  the  difierent  colonels  as  to  this 
refohition  ; a few  days  after  this  an  adjutant-general  refigned,  and 
at  a meeting  w'here  twenty-three  colonels  were  affembled,  only 
two  refolved  for  action,  and  the  other  twenty-one  declared  they 
•would  not  act  on  any  plan  but  on  the  invafion  of  the  French,  or 
fuccefs  to  the  efforts  of  the  infurgents  about  Dublin.  They  are  to 
meet  again  on  Tuefday  next  to  elect  a new  adjutant-general,  and 
to  hear  the  fituation  of  the  other  provinces.  The  adjutant-general 
for  the  county  of  Down  propofed  to  take  up  his  head-quarters  at 
Ballynahinch,  and  to  remain  there,  and  to  make  it  the  place  of 
rendezvous  for  the  forces  of  the  county  of  Down. 

On  the  5th  June,  meffages  paft  between  the  adjutant-general  of 
Dowm  and  the  colonels  ; they  urged  the  adjmant-general  to  put 
the  county  of  Down  in  motion,  or  that  if  he  declined  it,  they 
would  find  a man  who  could  do  fo.  A meffage  w'as  received  and 
delivered  upon  oath,  that  the  county  of  Antrim  intended  feizing  on 
the  magiftrates  affembled  in  Antrim  at  the  feffions  as  hoftages,  at 
the  beginning  of  their  rifing  It  was  ordered  that  an  exprefs  ihould 
be  fent  to  all  the  colonels  of  the  county  of  Down,  commanding 
them  to  collect  their  regiments  as  nearly  as  poffible  at  the  fame 
time  ; at  this  time  an  account  w'as  brought  that  Doctor  Dickfoi; 
was  made  a prifoner  in  Ballynahinch  about  nine  o’clock  yeilerday 
evening  by  Lord  Annefley’s  yeomen.  At  firll  it  w^as  refolved  to 
wait  the  refult  of  the  meeting  of  the  new  Executive  at  Ballymena 
on  the  8lh  June ; they  difperfed  for  the  prefent,  and  concealed  them- 
felves;  afterward  attempts  were  made  to  prevail  on  perfons  to  take 
the  chief  command.  The  people  of  Ballynahinch  w^ere  of  opinion 
they  could  refeue  Dickfon  the  moment  the  county  meant  to  act, 
an^  it  was  their  intention  fo  t@  do. 
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No.  XV. 

Ext ruBs  from  the  Information  of  yohn  Hughes  of  Belfajl,  Boohfeller^ 
given  upon  Oath  before  General  Lucius  Barbery  andfnce  confirmed 
on  Oath  before  the  Committee  of  the  Lords y and  on  his  Examination 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Commons. 

S AY  S,  that  in  the  year  1793  he  was  admitted  a member  of  the 
ifl;  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  in  Belfaft — that  about  July  1796  he 
became  a member  of  a fociety  (w^hich  regenerated  under  the  prefent 
fydemj  in  Belfafi-— Robert  Orr,  then  a Chandler  in  Belfaft,  admi- 
niftered  the  oath  on  his  admiftion— the  oath  he  took  is  exadlly  the 
fame  as  that  fet  out  in  the  printed  Conftitutions— foon  after  he 

formed  a Society  of  United  Irifhmen  himfelf  at  Belfaft In  the 

month  of  November  1796,  Bar.  Teeling,  then  of  Dundalk,  Linen 
Merchant,  met  him  in  Belfaft,  and  aft<ed  him  if  he  could  fpare  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  to  go  to  Dublin  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
tending the  Societies  there— he  confented— he  did  not  receive  any 
letters  of  introdudfion,  but  Teeling  diredted  him  verbally  to  call 
upon  Edward  John  Lewins  of  Beresford-ftreet,  and  to  communicate 
with  him-— It  w'as  part  of  the  fyftem  to  avoid  WTiting  as  much  as 
poftible,  and  no  perfon  was  employed  in  the  confidential  bufinefs  or 
miftions  whofe  charadler  was  not  a fufficient  voucher  for  him.  He 
went  to  Dublin  and  called  upon  Lewins,  who  upon  confideration 
W'as  of  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  ufeful  in  Dublin  as  his  acquaint- 
ance was  very  limited  there— Whilft  he  remained  in  Dublin  he  dined 
frequently  with  Lewins— the  company  at  his  table  w^ere  generally 
clergymen  and  fomc  of  them  foreigners— he  thinks  it  likely  they 
were  priefts.  Lie  returned  to  Belfaft  in  December  1796— -he  did 
not  attend  the  Societies  from  motives  of  caution,  but  fpoke  to  the 
young  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  day  time,  in  the  ftreet,  or 
when  they  called  at  his  houfe  to  afk  his  opinion— -He  continued  fuch 
cautions  till  ftiortly  before  the  Lent  Allizes  1797,  when  Mr.  James 
M‘Guchin,  the  Attorney,  requefted  him  to  go  to  Dublin  in  order 
to  get  a licenfe  for  Counfellor  Curran  to  be  concerned  for  the 
• prifoners  then  in  the  feveral  gaols  on  the  North  Eaft  circuit  charged 
as  United  Iriftimen-— His  diredfions  from  M‘Guchin  were  to  get 
Curran  down  on  as  cheap  terms  as  poftible,  but  to  get  him  down  at 
all  events.  Believes  the  fubferiptions  for  county  Antrim  amounted 
upwards,  and  the  fubferiptions  for  county  Dow  n to 
upw  ards-  —The  treafurer  for  the  county  Down,  Alexander 
Lowry,  repaid  him  the  money  he  had  advanced— ^{^50  which  he  had 
paid  to  Air.  Curran  as  a retaining  fee,  and  about  _^200  that  he  had 
paid  for  licenles  tor  Mr.  Curran— He  underftood  then  ineveiycon- 
verfation  that  Down  and  Antrim  were  prepared  to  rife  and  prevent 
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any  capital  convi(^ion  being  executed—  At  the  Lent  AOizes  of 
Antrim  or  Down,  Lowry  andTeeling  requeued  him  to  meet  them 
in  Dublin  early  in  June  following— He  was  not  then  informed  of 
the  bufmefs-'-a  few  days  after  he  received  a note  urging  the  neceflity 
of  his  going— -the  next  day  he  went  to  Balealy,  where  the  writer  of 
the  note  informed  him  that  he  mufl:  go  to  Dublin  for  the  purpofe  of 
meeting  Lowry,  Tecling  and  other  friends,  but  that  he  mult  hrll  take 
an  oath  not  to  mention  the  names  of  any  of  the  perfons  with  whom 
he  fiioiild  communicate  in  Dublin— He  took  the  oath,  fet  out  for 
Dublin  the  fame  day,  and  arrived  there  fome  days  before  the  5th  of 
June  1797— He  Lowry  and  Teeling,  who  then  informed  him 

that  there  was  to  be  a national  meeting  in  Dublin  at  that  time  of 
delegates  from  the  different  provinces,  in  order  to  receive  a return 
of  the  flrength  of  the  United  Irilhmen,  and  to  determine  whether 
an  infurreHion  would  then  be  pradiicable,  and  Lowry  and  Teeling 
told  him  the  reafon  they  delired  him  to  meet  them  was  to  give  his 
opinion  of  the  llrength  and  readinefs  of  Down  and  Antrim— He  faid 
his  opinion  was  that  as  the  people  w'ere  in  a great  meafure  difarmed, 
the  majority  of  them  would  not  rife---Teeling  faid  his  opinion  was 
otherwife,  and  that  Louth  was  anxious  to  rife— Lowry  laid  Down 
was  alfo  anxious  to  rife— Lowtv andTeelingafterwardstoidhimthat 
the  national  meeting  had  taken  place  at  J^n  Jackfon's  in  Church- 
flreet,  and  that  the  Delegates  had  agreed  to  proceed  to  a6lion — 
Teeling  fhewed  him  at  his  (Tceling’s)  lodgings  in  Aungler-ftreet, 
a map  of  Ireland,  on  which  the  plan  of  the  infurredlion  was  deferibed, 
and  the  points  m.arked  to  which  certain  numbers  of  men  were  to  be 
brought-— The  Delegates  left  Dublin  In  order  to  raife  their  refpeHive 
counties  and  to  take  the  field.  They  colledled  the  Colonels  in  each 
county  in  order  to  give  them  direHions  for  bringing  out  their  regi- 
ments—The  Colonels  of  the  county  Antrim  refufed  to  come  for- 
ward-—The  Colonels  of  the  county  Down  agreed  to  bring  their 
regiments  forward-— The  other  counties  in  Ulfter  were  difinclined, 
and  therefore  the  intended  infurreflion  did  not  take  place— Lowry 
told  him  what  had  palled  at  the  meeting  of  the  Down  Colonels,  and 
he  imderftood  the  refult  of  the  applications  to  the  Colonels  of  the 
other  Counties,  from  converfations  with  many  people  in  Belfaft  at 
that  time.  While  he  was  in  Dublin  in  June  I797,  Teeling  invited 
him  to  breakfaft  one  morning  at  his  lodging  in  Aungier-ftreet,  where 
he  told  him  he  fliould  fee  more  friends---He  went  there  accordingly^ 
and  at  breakfaft  there,  and  after  breakfaft  on  the  fame  day  in  other 
lodgings  whichTeeling  bad  in  the  Munfter  hotel  inCapel-ftreet,  the 
converfation  turned  upon  the  ftateof  the  country,  and  the  prepara- 
tion and  fitnefs  at  that  time  to  begin  the  infurrection.  In  the  courfe 
of  it  the  opinions  of  thofe  prefent  differed.  Some  of  them  prefled 
for  commencing  the  infurrection  immediately,  particularly  Lowry, 
Teeling  and  M‘Can.  Some  of  the  others  were  of  opinion  that 
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however  Ulfter  might  be  ready  to  rife  the  other  provinces  were  not 
in  a fnfTicient  degree  of  forwardnels  for  rifing— -Pie  left  Dublin  and 
returned  to  Belfaft  on  or  before  the  14th  of  June.  Pie  attended  a 
meeting  at  Randleilown,  which  was  held  within  about  four  days  of 
that  time.  The  meeting  confifted  of  Teeling,  Lowry,  Robert 
Moore  of  Derry,  Iron-monger,  as  he  believes  his  chriffian  name 
and  trade  to  be,  and  fome  other  perfons---He  attended  faid  meeting 
by  the  direction  of  Lowry  and  Teeling,  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
Colonels  of  the  County  Antrim— The  iirfl  relblution  of  the  report 
as  he  beff  recollects  was,  tltat  it  was  imprudent  to  aft  at  that  time 
without  foreign  aid,  but  that  if  the  county  Down  would  aft,  a part 
of  the  Antrim  Colonels,  who  could  bring  out  9 or  10,000  men 
would  act  with  them.  The  meeting  broke  up  in  confequence  of 
the  divifion  amongfl  the  Antrim  Colonels- --l"he  Rev.  Arthur 
M‘Mahon  told  the  meeting  that  he  had  been  fent  by  the  Colonels  of 
the  county  of  Down,  to  date  to  the  Colonels  of  the  county  Antrim, 
that  they  (of  Down)  were  willing  to  rife,  and  that  he  had  delivered 
fiich  melfage  accordingly---A  few  days  after,  there  was  to  have 
been  a meeting  of  the  leaders  of  the  county  of  Down  and  Antrim 
at  Ballinahinch,  but  they  did  not  come;  and  Teeling  and  Lowry 
left  Ballinahinch,  determined  to  go  to  France,  as  it  would  not  be 
fafe  for  them  to  remain  longer  in  the  country.  Did  not  attend  any 
meeting  from  June  i797,  till  March  i79^* 

He  has  known  the  Rev.  of  for  two  years 

intimately— He  ( ) called  on  him  on  Friday  the  iff  of  June 

at  his  houfe  in  Belfaft,  and  told  him  that  the  Colonels  of  the 
United  Irifh  Regiments  in  the  County  of  Down,  had  had  a meet- 
ing in  Saintfield  on  the  day  before,  as  had  (fated, 

that  twenty- three  of  them  had  agreed  to  fight  and  commence  the 
rebellion,  provided  the  County  of  Autrim  and  the  otlier  counties 
of  UUfer,  as  he  believes,  would  aft  with  them  ; and  as  he  knew 
there  was  to  have  been  a meeting  of  the  Colonels  of  the  County 
of  Antrim  that  day  (viz.  iff  June  inft.)  he  ( j wilhed  to 

know  whether  he  had  heard  any  thing  from  it— ( ) faid 

he  would  go  out  to  Mr. ’s  that  evening,  and  requeued 

that  intelligence  fliould  be  fent  of  what  was  done  in  the  Antrim 

metting— He  added,  that  he  would  go  from  Mr.  ’s  to 

where  he  was  to  preach  on  Siinday,  from  thence  he 

would  go  to  Ballinahinch,  and  remain  there  ’till  Wednefday,  at 
the  fame  time  he  told  him  that  he  ( ) was  one  of  the 

Adjutant  Generals  of  the  United  Iriflimen’s  forces  in  the  County 
Dowm,  and  that  he  intended  going  to  Balilanhinch  as  it  was  a cen- 
tral place,  from  which  he  could  ilfue  his  orders  to  his  officers  ; He 
faid  farther,  that  the  reafon  of  his  flaying  till  Wednefday  v/as,  that 
the  Antrim  Colonels  had  adjourned  till  the  Tuefday,  and  that 
he  could  receive  their  determination  in  Ballinahinch  the  day  fol- 
lowing. 
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In  February  lafi,  when  the  Prifoners  were  trying  at  the  commif- 
fion,  Fried  Qthgley  introduced  him  to  the  younger  Binns  from 
England,  thinks  his  name  is  Benjamin— Binns  told  he  had  didri- 
buted  mod  of  the  printed  Addrelfes  “ United  Britons  to  the  United 
Iriibmen,'’  and  gave  him  a copy  of  it,  and  dire6led  him  to  print 
an  addition  of  them— He  printed  a thoufand  of  them— Mr. 
of  Belfad,  to  whom  they  were  fent  when  printed  olr,  paid  him 
three  Guineas  for  them. 

' 'I'he  fame  Mr. of  Belfaft,  told  him  that  he  ( ) 

was  appointed  treafurer  of  a lottery  which  was  to  confift  of  2000 
tickets  at  one  guinea  each,  the  highed  prize  300!.,  the  profits  to 
be  applied  to  the  general  fydem  of  United  Iriihrnen  : The  firft 
immediate  want  of  monew  was  to  be  made  up,  and  fupport  wit- 
nelTes  on  the  trials  in  Dublin. 


No.  XVL 

The  folloiving  Information  was  given  upon  Oaih^  hy  Thomas  Reynolds 
of  Kilkea  Cajiky  in  the  County  of  Kildare y who  aferwards  con- 
firmed  the  fame  upon  Oath  before  the  Committee  of  the  Lords y and 
likewije  before  the  Committee  of  the  Commons.  Mr.  Reynolds  gave 
Evidence  on  the  Trials  of  M'Camiy  Byrne  and  Bondy  who  were  all 
found  Guilty y and  on  theje  occefions  he  lihewife  confirmed  the  prin^ 
cipal  matters  contained  in  the  following  : 

THE  voluntary  information  of  Thomas  Reynolds  of  Kilkea 
Cadle  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  Efq.  who  being  duly  fworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelids,  Saith  that  he  was  fworn  an  United  Iridiman  by 
Oliver  Bond  at  his  houfe  in  Bridge-dreet,  Dublin,  about  two 
months  after  that  Crhidn  as  on  which  the  French  were  in  Bantry 
Bay,  which  vt^as  about  February  1797,  Richard  Dillon, 

Linen  Draper  of  Bridge-dreet,  Dublin,  was  prefent  at  his  being 
fworn  in,  as  fuch  United  Irifhman  by  the  faid  Oliver  Bond— -And 
this  Deponent  further  faith  that  he  has  been  at  three  or  four  meet- 
ings of  United  Iriibmen  in  company  with  the  faid  Oliver  Bond  at 
the  Brazen-head,  in  Bride-dreet  Dublin.  That  the  fird  of  thofc 
meetings  w as  about  ten  days  or  a fortnight  after  Deponent  was  firft 
fworn  in,  and  that  the  others  were  held  at  the  diftance  of  about 
eight  days  from  each  other.  And  this  Deponent  further  faith  that 
the  objedls  of  the  confpiracy  of  United  Iridimen  are  moft  deci- 
dedly thofe  of  overturning  the  prefent  government,  of  eftabliftiing 
a republican  form  of  government  in  its  ftead,  of  dethroning  the 
King,  and  of  aflifting  the  French  in  any  invafion  they  may  make 
upon  this  kingdom  to  forward  thefe  views  ; that  the  intention  of 
aifiding  the  French  is  not  a neceflary  part  of  the  Confpiracy,  as 
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inany  of  the  United  Irifhmen  vviHied  to  accomplifli  a revolution  in 
this  country  without  the  iritcrvenfion  of  the  French,  but  not  being 
able  to  efl'ecl  that  purpofe,  thiy  would  join  the  French  in  cafe  of  an 
invafion  that  the  above  objeds  were  thofe  that  the  faid  Oliver 
Bond,  and  all  dvFe  who  attended  at  any  meeting  of  United  Irilh- 
mcn  at  which  Deponent  was  prtfent,  had  in  view^  And  this  de- 
ponent lurther  faith  that  the  above-mentioned  Richard  Dillon, 

JohnCormick  ot  T hi^mas-ftreet,  Feather-Merchant, Andoe, 

of  High-dreet,  and  Hugh  Wilfon,  formerly  clerk  in  Finlay's 
- Bank, "and  who  afterwards  went  to  Cork,  were  prefent  at  thole 
meetings  of  United  Irillimen,  which  Deponent  attended  at  the 
Brazen  Head  in  Bndge-lficet.  x'\nd  the  Deponent  further  faith, 
that  at  one  of  thofe  meetings  Oliver  Bond  related  to  the  fociety  in 
the  prefence  of  the  above-named  men  and  many  others,  a plan  liy 
W'hicn  the  United  Irilhmcn  could  poilcfs  thanfelves  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  the  llrong  places  therein,  and  particularly  fpoke  of  the 
feizure  of  the  Parliament-houfe  while  tlie  members  were  there.  And 
this  Deponent  further  faith,  that  at  the  lad  meeting  that  he  attended 
at  the  place  above-mentioned,  the  members  of  it  feparated  into 
differeni  fplits,  that  of  the  fplit  to  which  Deponent  belonged,  he 
himfelf  became  Treafurer,  John  Cormick,  Secretary,  and  Hugh 
Wilfon,  Delegate,  to  go  forward  to  the  Baronial.  And  this  depo- 
nent further  faith,  that  the  objedi  of  the  fplit  to  which  he  belonged 
was  to  hold  communications  with  the  people,  in  order  to  forward 
the  principles  of  the  United  Ixiihmen  among  them,  to  effecl  a Re- 
volution, and  to  prepare  them  to  arm  for  that  purpofe— That  each 
individual  mentioned  the  number  of  arms  and  ammunition  he  pof- 
fedl’d,  from  wFich  the  returns  to  the  higher  Societies  were  made. 
And  this  deponent  further  faith,  the  Secretary  to  the  meeting  at 
the  Brazen  Head  keeps  a hardware  Ihop,  next  door  to  Wogan  the 
I bookfeller  in  Bridgc-flreet,  his  name  is  M’Bride,  and  thatCrofs  the 
bookfellor  was  balloted  into  that  meeting.  And  this  deponent 
further  faith,  that  he  is  certain,  that  the  faid  Oliver  Bond  is  privy 
I to  the  extent  of  the  confpiracy,  becaufe  on  Lord  Edward  Fitzge- 
( raid’s  offering  this  deponent  to  become  a Colonel  in  the  corps  of 
the  United  Irifhmen,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  faid  Oliver  Bond 
advifed  deponent  very  ftrongiy  to  accept  of  that  Commiflion.  And 
' this  deponent  further  faith,  that  about  the  third  or  fourth  time  of 
1 his  attending  the  meeting  at  the  Brazen  Head,  about  a month  after 
f his  hril  admillion,  he  \^as  delegated  forward  into  the  Baronial,  that 
I the  Baronial  was  held  at  the  Smuggler’s  in  Cork-ftreet,  that  on  go- 
ing w'lth  John  Cormick  and  Hugh  Wilfon  to  the  houfe,  M’Cann 
as  Secretary  came  out  of  the  room,  in  which  the  Committee  w'as 
held,  to  meet  them,'  introduced  the  three  delegates  to  the  meeting, 
having  tirlt'  fw^orn  them  as  being  duly  delegated  ; that  there  were 
about  thirty  perfons  prefent,  that  deponent  knew  of  them  only 
George  1 eeling  and  another/  and  that  the  reft  w'ere  low  perfons  j 
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that  at  one  of  the  Baronial  meatings,  one  Burgefs,  fon  to  Mr.  Bur- 
gefs,  linen-draper  on  the  quay,  brought  up  as  delegate  from  the 
prefs-gang  on  the  river  very  large  returns  from  them  of  arms,  of 
cannon,  &c.---that  the  Baronial  colIe61;ed  money  from  the  inferior 
Societies— that  he  has  paid  in  money  himfelf,  as  Treafurer  to  his 
fplit ; that  deponent  attended  the  Baronial  two  or  three  times  afier- 
v.ards,  that  none  but  low  perfons  were  prefent— Deponent  at  this 
time  was  refident  in  Park-ilreet,  Liberties,  his  father  a filk  nianu- 
faclurer. 

And  this  Deponent  further  faith,  that  at  this  period  he  quitted 
the  confpiracy  for  fome  time. ---This  Deponent  further  faith,  tliat 
in  November  I797>  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  accompanied  by 
Hugh  Wilfon,  met  deponent  upon  the  Heps  of  the  Four  Courts, 
and  told  him  that  he  wilhed  to  fpeak  to  him  upon  very  particular 
burmcTs ; that  Deponent  informed  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  he 
would  be  found  in  Park-flreet,  if  he  called  on  him  there---that 
Deponent  and  Lord  Edward  knew  each  other  only  perfonaily, 
and  that  only  from  a purcliafe  Deponent  had  been  about  in  the 
county  of  Kildare  from  the  Duke  ot  Lcinfter  ; that  Lord  Edward 
was  walking  with  Hugh  Wilfon,  from  whom  he  muff  have  known 

of  Deponent’s  connexion  with  the  United  Iriflimen And  this 

Deponent  further  faith,  that  on  the  next  day  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald did  call  on  Deponent  at  his  heufe,  and  told  him  that  he 
came  to  requeft  Deponent  to  become  a Colonel  for  the  Barony  of 
Fbilkeaand  Moon,  in  the  county  of  Kildare---that  Deponent  had 
then  purchafed  his  place  at  Kilkea— that  Deponent  had  fome  ge- 
neral converfation  with  Lord  Edward,  endeavouring  to  put  him 
off---but  that  Lord  Edward  faid  he  would  fhare  every  danger  with 
him,  that  he  would  ftand  or  fall  with  him,  and  Deponent  on  this 
confented  to  become  fuch  Colonel---TIiat  Deponent  faid  to  Lord 
Edward,  he  did  not  think  the  United  Men  could  Hand  in  battle 
before  the  King’s  troops,  Lord  Edward  replied,  Thai  would  not 
be  altogether  neceflary,  as  afiiftance  from  France  was  expected, 
that  then  fome  of  the  United  Men  would  certainly  join  in  the 
French  lines,  and  ot  courfe  would  foon  become  difeiplined ; but 
as  to  the  multitude,  all  they  would  have  to  do,  would  be  to  har- 
rafs  the  efcorts  ot  ammunition,  cut  off  detachments,  and  foraging 
parties,  and  in  fine,  make  the  King’s  troops  feel  themfelves  in 
every  refpect  in  an  enemy’s  country,  while  the  actual  battles 
would  be  left  to  the  foreign  troops ; that  Deponent  fays  this  took 
place  in  the  month  of  November  laft---that  Lord  Edward  then 
fafid,  that  there  was  an  honeft  man  in,  the  county  of  Kildare> 
Matthew  Kennaa,  who  would  call  on  and  fpeak- to  Deponent 
about  electing  Deponent  Colonel— -That  foon  after  Lord  Edward 
had  fpoken.to  Deponent,  Deponent  met  Oliver  Bond  in  Bridge- 
flreet,  and  told  liiin  ot  Lord  Edward’s  application,  repeating  to 
Bond  his  reluctance  to  become  Colonel ; Bond  ufed  many  argu- 
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men^':  to  induce  Deponent  to  accept  of  tbe^^appoin^ment,  and  at 
length  Deponent  agreed,  faying  to  Bond,  “ weM,  fince  you  ad- 
vife  me  fo  (Irongly,  I will  comply  with  Lord  E'lward‘s  defre 
“ and  accept  of  the  employment.”  That  Deponent  went  down 
to  Kilkea,  and  remained  lome  time  there  wi  hout  hearing  any 
thing,  when  in  the  latter  end  of  January,  i7Q8,  Matthew  Kenriaa 
came  to  Deponent  and  alked  him  if  he  would  Hand  his  e'ection  for 
Colonel,  that  Deponent  anfwered,  he  would,  for  Lord  Edward 
had  been  fpeaking  to  him  about  it ; Kennaa  faid,  ‘ he  knew  Lord 
Edward  had  fpoke  to  Deponent,”  and  he  then  told  Deponent  he 
hiould  hold  a civil,  as  well  as  a military  employment,  and  afked 
him  which  he  would  chufe  to  be  a Treafurer  or  a Secretary  ; De- 
ponent faid  he  would  be  a Treafurer,  as  that  poll  was  much  lefs  re- 
fponhble,  and  lefs  troublefomc  than  the  pofi  of  Secretary  ; Kennaa 
faid  he  was  glad  of  the  choice,  and  that  he  himfelf  would  go  lorwai  d 
with  Deponent  as  Secretary ---That  on  or  about  the  i5tli  day  of 
February,  Kennaa  came  again  to  Deponent,  and  told  him  he  had 
been  unanimoully  elected  Colonel  ard  Treafurer,  and  that  he 
(Kennaa)  was  chofen  Secretary  to  the  Baronial,  and  that  the  county 
Meeting  was  to  be  held  the  following  Sunday,  i8tli  February, 
1798,  at  the  Nineteen  Mlle-lioufe,  near  Kilcullen,  and  told  Depo- 
nent, he  (Kennaa)  would  meet  Deponent  on  the  road  at  8 o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning  ; that  accordingly  Deponent  did  meet  Kennaa, 
and  they  rode  to  the  Nineteen  Mile-houfe  together,  and  there  they 
met  the  county  of  Kildare  Conimittee---That  an  election  for  the 
officers  of  the  Society  was  held---that  thofe  elections  came  on 
every  three  months,  that  is,  the  beginning  of  February,  thebe- 
ginning  of  May,  and  fo  on,  were  tlie  times---that  there  were  pre- 
fent  at  the  county  Meeting,  Matthew  ICennaa,  Mic.  Reynolds  of 
Naas,  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.  Daly  of  Kilcullen,  Cummings,  the  Apo- 
thecary of  Kildare,  two  perfons  from  Athy,  one  perfon  from  Nar- 
raghmore,  another  perion  belonging  to  Mr.  La  Touche’s  Yeo- 
manry.---That  Deponent  e?vpccted  to  meet  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
there,  as  Kennaa  told  Deponent  he  had  regularly  attended  the 
county  Meetings  that  Cummings  came  forward  at  th?  meeting 
and  Fated,  that  although  Lord  Edward  had  done  fo,  yet  being  a 
iParkcdman  he  declmecl  attending  for  a time,  and  therefore  refign- 
ed  his  office  of  Treafurer,  and  propofed  that  a new  one  ffiould  be 
elected'- — *-that  on  the  election  taking  place,  Cummings  was 
elected  to  go  forward  to  die  Provincial,  as  Secretary,  in  the  room 
of  Mic.  Reynolds  : Deponent  v^as  elected  to  go  ftrward  as  Tjea- 
flirer,  infteadof  Lord  Edward,  and  Daly  was  efficted  Delegate;-- 
that  aboiu  two  guineas  were  paid  into  Deponent’s  hands  as  Trea* 
furer,  made  up  of  what  was  called  three-penny  money,  from  its 
being  collected  by  three-pences  from  the  inferior  Societies---That 
the  returns  of  arms,  &c.  were  given  in  ; that  tliere  was  no  report 
in  Dublin;  that  there  was  little  faid,  the  election  having  taken  up 

s * 
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moil  of  th«  time,  and  that  the  meeting  was  over  about  three  or  four 
o’clock---that  Mic.  Reynolds  faid,  that  at  lo  o’clock  next  day, 
Provincial  was  to  meet  at  Bond’s  in  Bridge-flreet,  Dublin. ---And 
this  Deponent  further  faith,  that  as  it  would  have  beep  very  incon- 
venient for  him  after  four  o’clock,  to  have  gone  fjl-oin  Nhneteen 
Mile-houfe  home  to  Kilkea,  i5  miles,  and  then  to  Dublin,  35 
miles,  to  be  at  Bond’s  by  10  o’clock  the  next  morning,  and  to  have 
gone  on  to  Dublin  without  returning  home,  ^\'Ould  have  alarmed 
Mrs.  Reynolds,  he  wrote  a letter  to  Oliver  Bond  by  poft,  excufing 
himfelf  from  attending  that  meeting,  promifing  to  be  in  Dublin  in 
the  courfe  of  the  week-— which  letter  Bond  afteiovards  told  Depo- 
nent he  did  receive,  and  did  accordingly  lay  before  the  meeting--- 
That  Cummings  did  not  go,  and  Daly  went  alone ; that  this  meeting 
at  Bond’s  was  on  the  Monday  three  weeks  before  the  arreft  of  the 
perfons  at  his  houfe,  that  is  on  Monday  the  1 9th  of  February,  l79^? 
And  this  Deponent  further  faith,  that  on  the  Tuefday  following,  he 
arrived  in  Dublin  with  Mrs.  Reynolds,  and  remained  tliere  for  fome 
time---tbat  Deponent  had  never  yet  met  any  of  his  Captains,  that 
he  did  not  then  know  any  ot  them,  except  Kennaa  and  Malone,  a 
fmith,  whom  he  faw  once  with  Kennaa---that  Daly  told  Deponent 
heunderilood  the  Monday  three  weeks  from  the  meeting  at  Bond’s, 
was  to  be  the  next  meeting  day  of  the  Provincial,  and  at  Bend’s 
houfe  likewife--- At  this  time,  about  the  25th  February,  i79^»  De- 
ponent travelled  with  Mr.  Cope  to  Caflle- Jordan,  in  order  toobtairr 
pofselTion  of  dome  lands  to  which  they  were  jointly  entitled,  and 
during  the  journey,  Deponent  at  the  perfuafion  of  Mr.  Cope,  on 
whofe  friendship  and  honour  he  had  the  mofl  implicit  reliance,  did 
difclofe  tQ  Mr.  Cope  in  part,  the  extent  of  the  confpiracy,  and  told 
him,  that  in  order  to  enable  government  to  counteract  it  entirely, 
he  would  procure  a man  who  could  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,  and  de- 
tect the  leaders ; that  in  confequence  Deponent  did,  in  the  name  of 
a third, perfo  11,  communicate  to  Mr.  Cope  for  government  all  he 
knew  of  the  plans  and  views  of  the  United  Iriflim.en,  and  particu- 
larly the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Bond’s  of  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary, i79^»  which  Deponent  got  from  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald^ 
and  the  intended  meeting  of  the  i2th  'S'f  March,  alfo  at  Bond’s^ 

which  meeting  was  in  confequence  apprehended That  in  order  to 

procure  more  certain  knowledge  of  the  intended  meeting  of  the 
i2th  of  March,  Deponent  applied  to  Bond,  at  whole  houfe 'Daly 
had  faid  it  was  to  be  held;  that  Bond  referred  Deponent  to  John 
M‘Cann,  as  the  man  v/ho  was  to  regulate  that  part  of  the  bufmefs, 
and  to  give  any  information  that  might  be  neceflary  about  it ; that 
Deponent  did  apply  accordingly  to  M‘Caun,  that  M Cann  faid  to 
Deponent,  that  unlefs  he  brought  up  the  returns  from  the  county 
Committee  of  Kildare,  he  could  not  be  admuted  to  the  Provincial 
neither  could  he  give  him  any  information  thereof,  till  he  fhewed  to- 
him  faid  returns— that  on  communication  with  Mr.  Cope,  he  ad- 
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vifed  Deponent  to  go  down  to  his  county,  which  he  accordingly 
did. 

That  Deponent  went  down  on  the  Saturday  week  before  the  ar- 
refl:  of  the  meeting  at  Bond’s,  to  Kilkea — that  on  the  Sunday  he 
went  to  Caftledermott,  where  for  the  firft  time  he  met  his  oihccrs, 
fettled  returns  of  men  and  arms,  &c.  that  Kennaa  a^Ied  as  Secre- 
tnry. — That  the  Officers  prefent,  whom  Deponent  knew,  were 
Brannicks,  two  Germans,  Malone,  the  fmith,  Cornelius  McDa- 
niel, farmer,  near  Caillcdermott — That  Deponent  went  to  this 
meeting,  merely  to  authorize  him  to  get  the  returns  to  bring  to 
McCann,  that  he  called  on  Daly  at  Kilcullen,  whom  he  knew  had 
the  returns,  and  who  wrote  a copy  of  them,  and  gave  it  to  Depo- 
nent; that  Deponent  brought  the  returns  up  to  Dublin,  that  he 
fhewed  them  to  McCann,  and  alked  him  the  time  of  the  meefing 
of  the  Provincial,  who  faid  it  was  very  odd  there  was  not  any  in- 
creafe  in  the  returns  fince  the  lalt  meeting,  and  that  the  Delegates 
murt  be  in  towm  on  the  Sunday  evening  ; that  M‘Cann  promifed 
to  breakfaft  with  Deponent  on  Sunday,  nth  March,  1798,  at  his 
houfc,  No.  4,  Cumberland  Street,  and  tell  him  all  particulars  a$ 
to  the  time  and  place  of  the  Provincial  Meeting. — And  this  De- 
ponent farther  faith,  that  he  called  at  Oliver  Bond’s  houfe  on  Sa- 
turday, that  while  he  w^as  there  McCann  came  in  and  faid  to  Bond, 
that  he  muft  have  a room  from  him  for  Monday,  to  which  Bond 
anfwered,  that  M‘Cann  fhoiild  have  the  room  he  Itad  lad,  or  he 
f/iould  have  the  little  room — that  another  perfem  was  prefent  w'hen 
Bond  faid  this  ; that  Deponent  thinks  the  perfon  like  one  Gallag- 
her, a clerk  to  Moor,  the  ironmonger  of  Thomas- flreet ; that 
Deponent  fiippofed  decidedly  that  Bond  knew  the  purpofe  for 
which  M‘Cann  alked  the  life  of  tiie  room. — And  this  Deponent 
farther  faith,  that  McCann  came  on  the  next  morning,  Sunday,  to 
breakfalt  with  Deponent,  that  no  particular  converfation  took 
place,  as  Mrs.  Reynold  was  prefent;  that  Deponent  after  breakfalt 
walked  with  McCann  to  the  bottom  of  Church-ftreet,  who  told 
him  that  at  10  o’clock  on  Monday  morning  he  mull  be  at  Oli- 
ver Bond's,  and  defired  Deponent  to  be  punctual,  as  particular 
bufinefs  would  be  done, — That  Deponent  not  wilhing  to  be  at 
the  meeting,  as  he  knew  it  w'as  to  be  arrelled,  wrote  a note  to 
Bond,  which  he  feiu  to  Bond’s  on  Monday  morning,  hating  that 
Mrs.  Reynolds  was  taken  very  ill,  that  he  could  not  confequently 
bring  his  money  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  begged  him  to  make 
an  apology  for  him  to  M-cCann  on  that  account. — And  this  Depo- 
nent farther  faith,  that  on  the  day  of  the  arrell  of  the  perfons  at 
Oliver  Bond’s,  he  underltood  that  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  went 
from  Dr.  McNevins’s  lodgings  to  the  houfe  of  a Swadler  in  Aungier 
Street,  named  Kennedy,  at  No.  13  or  2:5,  as  Deponent  thinks — • 
Deponent  met  Lortf  Edward  Fitzgerald  at  Leinfter-houfe  fome 
days  before,  believes  on  Sunday  the  nth  of  March,  1798,  with  a 
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printed  order  for  the  Lawyers  Corps  to  get  Ball  Cartridges,  and 
keep  their  orders  fecret,  in  his  hand,  which  Deponent  was  carrying 
to  Mr.  C<>pe  to  point  out  the  impropriety  of,  and  which,  on  Lord 
Ed  yard’s  feeing,  he  faid  he  was  a marked  man,  that  Govern- 
“ mentwifhed  to  feize  him,  and  this  order  was  meant  againrt  him, 
that  he  wilhed  he  conid  get  to  France,  the  communication  from 
thence  having  been  lately  interrupted  ^ that  he  was  very  intimate 
with  Tulle) rand  Perigord,  and  if  he  was  there,  he  could  inHu- 
ence  him  to  hahen  the  invafif)n,  for  which  the  port  of  Vv’exford 
would  be  the  bell  fitted— That  the  French  had  a few  remarkable 
fall  failing  Frigates,  and  that  he  thought  the  bell  plan  'would  be, 
“ lofiU  two  c»r  three  of  them  with  Officers  and  Iriihmen-,  and  perfons 
cap  'b'eot  drilling  men.  and  arms  and  ammunition,  and  run  rhcmi 
into  Wexford;  that  he  did  not  approve  of  a general  invafion,  for 
“ if  the  Grand  French  Fleet  fliould  be  beaten  by  the  Englifh,  it 
wonhi  nun  the  canle;  and  if  a partial  landing  could  be  made, 
the  Country  would  rife  and  hold  out,  till  fupplies  could  be 
t'^rovvii  in  from  France.”-— That  on  the  Wednefday  after  the 
arreil  at  Bond’s,  M'Cann  of  Grafton-llreet.  told  Deponent  tliaf 
L 5rd  Ed'\  ard  \\  ifhed  to  fee  him  at  8 o’Clock  fame  night,  he  brought 
Deponeiit  to  tfie  houfe  of  | a perfon  named  in  the  original,]  where 
D ponent  faw  Lord  Edward,  wlio  faid  be  would  write  fomething 
for  the  County  of  Kildare,  and  defired  Deponent  to  call  on  him 
tlie  i'oilnwing  evening  at 'the  fame  hour,  in  the  fame  place  ; Depo- 
nent did  cal],  and  Lord  Edward  gave  him  a letter  to  the  County  of 
Kildare,  in  In’s  own  writing,  deliring  them  not  to  mind  what  had 
pa  'ed,  it  fiynified  nothing,  but  to  fill  up  their  vacancies  occafioned 
by  the  arreil  at  B(md's,  as  foon  as  poffible,.  as  the  day  was  at  hand 
when  they  ihould  be  called  into  action,  and  they  might  rely  on  his 
being  in  his  place  on  the  day  of  need  ; he  alfo  told  Deponent  that 
he  had  in  his  hands  13  as  Treafurer  to  the  Barony  of  Ophaly, 
and  ^2  as  Treafurer  to  the  County  of  Kildare,  which  two  fums- 
he  w<;uid  take  care  to  have  handed  over  to  Deponent;  and  then. 
Lord  Edward  went  away  from  the  houfe  in  difguife,  under  care  of 
a gen.leman,  who  Deponent  believes  to  be  a Mr.  Lavvlefs,  a Sur- 
geon, but  Deponent  is  not  certain  as  to  his  name,  not  being  very" 
•w'sll  acq^uainted  with  Mr.  Lawlefs’s  perfon-— And  this  Deponent 
farthtt  faith,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee,  a copy  of  which 
he«gave  Mr.  Cope  to  forward  to  Government,  was  given  him  by 
L^)id  Edward  Fitzgerald— that  .Deponent  went  down  one  day 
about  7ith  February,  1798,  to  the  Black  R.ock,  with  Cummings 
and  M‘Cmn  of  Grafton-ftreet,  Lady  Edward’s  Apothecary,  to 
dine  - ith  L )id  Elward,  where  he  found  Hugh  Wilfon,  and  that 
after  dinner  Lord  Edward  gave  r.)eponent  thofe  papers  to  copy,  and 
to  report  to  his  County  committee— -And  this  Deponent  farther 
faith,  that  two  or  three  after  the  arreil  of  the  perfons  at  Oli- 
ver Bond's,  he  was  with  Mrs.  Bond,  and  that  Neilfon,  who 
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there,  faid  that  the  people  of  Dublin  were  not  like  thofe  of  the 
North,  vho,  infteadof  flying  about  the  flreets,  would  have  qtiietly 
proceeded  to  fill  up  the  places  of  the  arrefled  Delegates — And  ibis 
Deponent  farther  faith,  that  he  afterw^ards  returned  to  the  County 
of  Kildare,  that  he  was  informed  by  D ly  that  the  County  meeting 
%vould  be  held  at  Bell’s,  on  the  Curranjh,  on  the  next  Sunday,  that 
Deponent  attended,  and  that  at  the  faid  County  meeting  a refolution 
was  read,  as  if  it  came  from  Dublin,  defiring  them  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  inflantly,  which  were  made  by  the  arreft  of  the  Delegates 
at  Bond’s,  in  li)nblin,  and  that  the  aforefaid  letter  from  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald  w’as  alfo  read— that  Deponent  gave  in  this  letter 
at  the  meeting,  that  the  letter  was  in  tlic  hand  writing  of  Lord 
Edw'ard,  an.l  was  believed  at  the  County  committee  to  come  Lorn 
Lord  Edvvaid,  and  the  fubihance  of  faid  letter  was  handed  all  about 
the  county  as  fucli  ; that  the  faid  letter  was  unfealed  w'hen  Depo- 
nent received  it  fronr  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  ; that  Deponent  re- 
ceived aifo  from  Lady  Edward;^,  n for  the  Barony  of  Ophaly, 
which  fhc  diredfed  him  to  give  to  Daly,  and  alfo  £,  32  as  fuccef- 
for  to  Lord  Edward,  as  Treafurer  to  the  County  Committee, 
which  Lady  Edward  gave  from  an  nccoT;nt  on  paper  which  the 
read,  that  Deponent  gave  the  f . 13  to  Da^y,  through  one  Murphy, 
who  called  on  Deponent  at  Kilkea  for  it,  and  ot  the  32  Depo- 
ncnMias /.  15  at  prefent  in  his  pofl'eiTion,  and  the  reft  he  gave  to 
Michael  Reyn-  Ids,  Mrs.  Luby,  and  another  perfon,  who  formed 
a committee  on  behalf  of  the  prifoners  to  be  tried  at  the  Ailizes  at 
Naas  ; that  Deponent  ^.vas  ordered  to  give  Cummings,  who  is  a 
pilfi>ner  in  Dublin,  any  money  he  might  want-— that  the  Cotinty 
committee  knew'  fo  exadfly  the  fum  Deponent  had  received  from 
Lady  Edward,  before  his  arrival  that  they  mentioned  his  having  fix 
bad  Bank  Notes,  which  he  was  not  aware  of  hitnfelf. 

And  Deponent  further  faith,  that  after  this  lafi  mentioned 
County  meeting,  he  had  never  been  in  Dublin, till  brought  there  a 
pri Toner  ; on  Tuefday  fen’night  after  the  arrelt  at  Bcm.d’s  Depo- 
nent met  his  Oilicers,  at  which  meeting  Branuick  faid  that  Ger- 
mane had  fomething  of  importance  to  communicate,  who  being 
called  in,  Hated  that  Mr.  Caulfield  of  Levetftown  diredled  him 
to  fay,  that  if  he  was  appointed  to  the  joint  command  as  Colonel 
with  Deponent,  he  would  join  the  United  Irilhmen  ; that  on  de- 
bating upon  the  propofal,  Germane  was  entrufted  to  inform  Mr. 
Caulfield,  that  he  fhould  have  the  joint  command  : That  at  the 
faid  meeting  it  was  propofed  that  the  feveral  Officers  Ibould  take 
their  refpeJlive  Oaths,  and  that  Deponent  Ihould  take  his  as 
Colonel,  which  he  did,  and  the  reft  took  theiis;  that  from  the 
breaking  up  of  this  meeting,  Deponent  has  never  met  any  com- 
mittee. And  this  Deponent  further  faith,  that  fome  fulpicions 
has  attached  upon  him  as  being  the  caiife  of  the  Provincial  Com- 
Jniuee  having  been  feizqd,  that  he  had  heard  fo  from  Kenna,  and 
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that  it  was  in  confeqiience  of  Deponent’s  communications  with 
Mr.  Cope,  which  Deponent  endeavoured  to  explain  away  to 
Kennaa,  to  arife  from  his  having  had  money  tranfadions  with  Mr. 
Cope  f that  Deponent  was  coming  to  town  with  the  above-men- 
tioned patriciilars  to  Mr.  Cope  on  Thurfday  lad  ; when  at  Naas 
he  met  with  Flood,  who  faid  that  the  lad  county  meeting  was  at 
the  Nineteen  Mile  Hoiifc,  and  a very  full  one,  and  faid  he  fiip- 
pofed  Deponent  would  be  at  the  meeting  on  Sunday ; that  on  De- 
ponent’s (hewing  an  ignorance  of  the  meeting  Flood  drew  in,  and 
would  not  fay  any  more  ; that  it  was  likely  Flood  might  have  heard 
of  the  fufpicions  of  Deponent,  and  thought  it  imprudent  to  trud  him. 
And  this  Deponent  further  faith,  that  upon  this  he  went  back  to 
Kilcullen,  that  at  the  Nineteen  Mile  Houfe  he  wrote  a note  to  Mr. 
Cope,  telling  him  that  he  could  not  be  in  Town  for  fome  time,  the 
reafon  of  which  he  could  not  commit  to  paper,  but  which  when  he 
knew  it  he  would  be  faiisfied  with;  that  Deponent  carried  this  letter 
to  Kilcullen,  and  put  it  in  the  Pod  Office  there,  that  he  went  home 
to  Kilkea,  and  from  thence  to  Cadledermott ; whence  he  was 
feized  by  the  military,  and  carried  to  Colonel  Campbell,  who  de- 
clined feeing  him,  and  ordered  him  to  gaol  ; that  Deponent  en- 
treated to  be  permitted  to  fpeak  with  Colonel  Campbell,  or  to  be 
fent  immediately  to  Dublin  Cadle,  but  that  the  guard  were  ordered 
to  do  their  duty,  and  he  was  taken  to  Athy  gaol— that  Deponent 
wrote  from  thence  to  Colonel  Campbell,  reqiiedinga  few  minutes 
converfation— -his  requed  was  not  attended  to ; that  about  lo  o’clock 
on  Sunda]^  Deponent  again  folicited  an  interview,  on  which,  after 
fome  delay,  be  was  brought  up,  and  dated  the  meeting  of  the 
County  Committee  that  was  to  take  place  on  that  day,  which 
being  mod  likely  over,  he  advifed  the  feizure  of  the  perfons  re- 
turning to  their  honfes,  which  was  accordingly  made  in  part. — 
And  this  Deponent  farther  faith,  that  being  efcorted  on  his  way 
to  Dublin  by  a detachment  of  Mr.  La  Touche’s  yeomanry,  he  re- 
marked the  countenance  of  one  of  the  Yeomen  who  were  guard- 
ing him,  as  one  familiar  to  him,  that  the  man  looked  very  earnedly 
at  Deponent,  and  at  lad  whifpered  him.  to  be  Ready — that  Depo- 
nent recollected  before  he  got  to  Johndown  that  the  Yeoman  was 
one  of  the  County  Committee  with  whom  he  had  fat — ^^that  the 
yeoman  took  an  opportunity  of  defiring  the  Deponent  not  to  falter; 
as  he  had  mod  important  news  ; that  upon  this  Deponent  got 
leave  to  go  into  the  necelfary -houfe,  to  which  the  faid  yeoman 
was  appointed  to  guard  him,  and  there  found  an  opportunity  to 
whifper  to  him  that  there  w'as  to  be  a rifing  in  ten  days,  and  that 
jthat  Mic.  Reynolds  came  down  from  Dublin  to  inform  them  fo. 
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Paper  ccpied  by  Mr.  T.  Reynolds  from  one  in  the  Hand-writing  of 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgeraldy  and  given  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
to  Mr,  Reynolds. 

The  following  Returns  and  Refolutions,  together  with  the  Duty 
of  Adjutant  General,  were  copied  from  a paper  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  by  him,  and  tranfmitted  to 
Government  previous  to  the  arreft  of  the  meeting  at  Bond’s.  They 
are  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Reynolds’s  information. 


National  Committee,  26th  Feb.  1798. 


Ulfler  and  Munftcr  made  no  new  returns  this  time,  but  ftatc 
their  former  returns  again  of  laR  Monday. 


Armed  Men. 

Finances 

in  hand. 

Ulfter 

110,990 

£-4S(> 

2 4 

Munfter 

100,634 

147 

17  2 

Kildare 

10,803 

no 

17  7 

Wicklow 

12,895 

93 

6 4 

Dublin 

3©io 

37 

2 6 

Dublin  City 

2177 

321 

17  I 

Queen’s  County 

11,689 

91 

2 II 

King’s  County 

3,600 

21 

II  7 

Carlow 

9.414 

49 

2 10 

Kilkenny 

624 

10 

2 3 

Meath 

1400 

171 

2 I 

279,698 

jf-i48s 

4 9 

, Refoived,  that  our  thanks  be  returned  to  the  feveral  colonels  for 
their  cffedfual  exertions  in  embodying  and  arming  their  feveral 
' regiments. 

Refoived,  that  two  delegates  be  fent  into  Connaught  by  the 
Ulfter  provincial,  to  organize  that  province, 
j Refoived,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  requefted  to  account 
for  the  expenditure  of  60  guineas  voted  to  them. 

I Refoived,  that  we  will  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  any  attempts 
j that  may  be  made  by  either  Houfes  of  Payliament,  to  divert  the 
\ public  mind  from  the  grand  object  which  we  have  in  view,  as  no- 
j thing  (hort  of  the  complete  Emancipation  of  our  Country  will 
1 fatisfy  us.  ' 
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Refolved,  that  each  county  who  have  not  yet  paid  up  their 
finances,  ihall  be  requefted  to  pay  70/.  except  the  county  of  Car- 
low, which  fhail  only  pay  40/. 

Refolved,  that  the  Executive  do  take  fuch  fieps  Immediately  as 
will  tend  molt  expeditio’ifly  to  bring  about  a union  of  the  four  pro- 
vinces, three  only  having  as  yet  come  forward. 

Refolved,  that  the  colonels  in  each  county  fhall  make  lifts  of 
three  perfons,  to  be  tranfmitted,  fealed  up,  either  through  the  pro- 
vince or  any  other  authentic  channel,  one  of  which  three  will  be 
nominated  to  the  employment 

Refolved,  that  the  counties  of  Carlov/,  Meath,  Wicklow, 
Derry,  Down,  and  Antrim,  deferve  well  of  their  country,  for  their 
manly  offer  of  emancipating  her  dir-edtly  ; but  that  they  be  re- 
queued to  bear  the  fhacklts  of  tyranny  a little  longer,  until  the 
w'hole  kingdom  fhall  be  in  fuch  a tiate  of  organization  as  will,  by 
their  joint  co-operation,  effedl  without  iofs  their  defirable  point, 
which  is  hourly  drawing  to  a crifis. 

Duty  of  Adjutant  Generals. 

They  murt  make  at  leaf!  every  fecond  week  reports  to  the  Exe- 
Oitivc,  through  the  medium  of  the  perfon  named  to  them  for  that 
purpofe,  on  fuch  or  all  of  the  following  fubjedls,  as  they  fhall 
obtain  any  intelligence  of,  and  be  uiaremitting  in  difereet  exertions 
to  dtfeover  every  thing  within  their  county. 

ilf.  The  number,  ffrength,  and  arms  of  the  regiments  under 
their  command,  qualifications  of  their  officers,  which  of  them 
have  feen  adfiial  fervice,  and  have  been  in  in  the  army. 

2d.  What  number  of  mills  in  their  counties,  and  what  average 
quantity  of  hour  and  corn  they  contain  fummer  and  winter. 

3d.  The  breadth  and  condition  of  the  roads,  depth  of  the  rivers, 
heighth  of  their  banks,  Vv'here  they  have  bridges  and  fords,  form 
impalTable  marches  in  fummer  and  winter,  run  through  bogs,  6zc. 

4th.  The  bed;  pofitlon  to  inierrupt  the  convoys  going  to'' the 
enemy  from  the  capital,  leading  to  their  camps  or  depots,  or  from 
one  town  to  another  ; alfo,  the  fitted;  for  the  patriots  t-o  ademble 
or  rally  in,  witii  a reafoned  detail  of  the  alledged  advantages  or 
difadvantages. 

5th.  What  number  of  towns  and  villages ; . how  many  horfe  and 
foot  could  be  quartered  in  them  ; where  the  country  has  plantations 
fufficient  to  afford  fhelter  to  troops  without  tents,  or  where  they 
could  conveniently  find  fuel,  ffraw  and  forage. 

6th.  Who  the  bed:  patriots,  and  bell  fitted  by  intelligence  and 
honefly  to  be  employed  as  commiifaries. 

7th.  To  communicate  to  the  Executive  every  movement  of  the 
enemy,  every  change  of  quarters,  number  of  horfe  and  foot,  fpe- 
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cifying  whether  native  or  foreign,  fituation,  nature  and  quantity  of_ 
depots,  and  nature  of  their  polition. 

8th.  Thofe  in  the  maritime  counties  are  charged  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  a friendly  force  on  the  coaft,  but  efpecially  on  cer- 
tain intelligence  being  had  of  the  debarkation  of  our  allies,  to  com- 
municate the  fame  in  the  molt  fpeedy  and  truity  manner  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive. They  mull  then  immediately  colledl  their  force,  and 
march  forward  with  as  many  of  the  yeomanry  and  Militia  as  polli- 
ble  ; each  man  to  be  provided  with  at  lead  three  days  fubfiftence, 
and  to  bring  on  all  they  can  of  cars,  draft  horfes,  horfes  harnelfed, 
and  horfes  to  mount  cavalry,  with  three  or  four  days  forage  ; tak- 
ing care  to  feize  no  where  the  property  of  a patriot  where  an  ene- 
my can  be  found  to  raife  contributions  on. 


No.  i. 

Papers  found  in  the  pocket -booh  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald j and  in 
his  pojfejfon,  at  the  time  of  his  arrejl. 


T.  Keathy,  Envernefs  Fencibles 
Salt,  Londonderry  — 
Nafs,  Armagh  — 

Green-Horfe 

Connell  — — 

Clane,  Armagh  — 

Narragh  Rab"  K*  County  M. 
r Longford 
< 6th  Dragoons 
^ Louth  M. 

Kllkea,  Do.  Do.  Do, 

Killcullen,  r9th  Dragoons 
J Tyrone 

j Suffolk  • ^ 

j^Orange  Yeo” 

Carbery,  Invernefs  Fencibles 
Ophilia,  Sundr® 


50  with  i Batt®  of 

47  • I 


50  I 


500  2 


500  I 

80I  o 


90J 

50  o 

600  z 


County  fundry  returns 


2319  with  ioBatt*of' 
1500  ' 


38x9 

T 
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No.  II. 

50  Chains  of  6 feet  long,  with  50  pfedlocksi 
1000  Spike  nails,  4,  6,  8 inches. 

:2oo  Round  ftaples.  

20  Cramp  irons,  | |'  in  this  form. 

50  Large  fledges. 

50  Small  ones. 

50  Hammers. 

50  Groove  irons. 

1 00  Hatchets. 

300  Shovels  and  fpadcs,  or  as  many  as  can  be  procured. 

150  Hooks  for  fcali»g  ladders,  the  catching  point  to  have  2 
hackle  face. 


No.  III. 

]_In  the  hand-writing  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,^ 

Suppofe  R.  force  divided  into  3 columns.  The  left  of  the  Kit- 
dare  line  *■  to  [column]  to  [aflemble  at]  Cloncurry,  or  between  it 
Clonard-bridge ; a detachment  to  be  fent  to  Clonard-bridge,  as 
foon  as  pofllble  ; that  body  [column]  to  advance  by  Kilcock,  May- 
nooth,  Leixlip,  and  Chapelizod,  towards  Dublin. 

* The  words  ia  italics  had  a line  drawn  through  them  in  the  original. 


Papers  found  at  the  Meeting  at  Bond’s,  on  the  1 2th  of  March. 

Found  on  John  Lynch  at  the  Meeting  at  Bond's  ; Hand'Writing  of 
JVilliam  Michael  Byrne, 

The  County  C inform  their  Conftituents 

- — that  by  the  advice  they  have  received  from  the  Provincial,  it  ap- 
peprs  that  very  flattering  accounts  have  been  received  from  abroad, 
which  will,  in  a very  few  days,  be  officially  handed  dowm.  The 
Provincial  returns  of  men  have  only  increafed  a few  thoufands  fince 
fhe  laft  reports — as  the  new  County  Members  have  not  yet  come  in 
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—in  confequcnce  of  the  new  Eledlions,  which,  each  Barony  will  take 
notice,  muft  be  on  or  before  the  1 5th  February  next. 

The  County  Comm'  again  earneftly  recommend  it  to  their  Con- 
ftituents — to  pay  no  attention  to  any  flying  reports,  as  they  know  to 
a certainty,  falfe  emiflfaries  are  encouraged  to  (^iffeminate  fuch  news 
as  may  tend  to  difunite  or  lead  then)  aftray. 

The  C.  C.  hear  with  regret  thc'diflatisfa^ion  of  the  Baronial 
Committee  of  Newcaftle,  with  refpedi  to  their  not  being  as  yet 
fully  fupplied  with  Arms,  &c. — They  aflTure  them  that,  every  exer- 
tion has  been  ufed  to  that  purpefe,  and  that  quantities  of  P-ks  arc 
now  ready  manufadlured  for  delivery  ; but  would  at  the  fame  time 
recommend  to  have  as  many  made  as  poflfible  in  each  Barony,  as 
they  will  thereby  come  infinitely  cheaper. 

The  County  Committee  cannot  be  accountable  for  any  money  in 
the  hands  of  a Baronial  Treafurer — and  of  courfe  cannot  account 
for  any,  but  fuch. as  has  been  pai^  in  to  them,  of  which  there  ap- 
pears a corredl  ftatement  in,  the  returns. 

They  feel  with, concern  the  apathy,  ofi their  fellow- citizens  of  the 
Co.  W.  who  refufe  fa  fmall,  a pittance  as  one  penny  man— tq, 

alleviate,  in  fome  degree,  the  diftrefles  of  their  fufFering  brethren 
now  in  W.  jail,  where  th^re  are  many  innocent  Cit.  in,want  of  the 
common. neceflfaries  of  life;  but  who,  though  familhing,  fcorn.tQ 
betray  the  truji  repofed  in  them. 

, The  County  Com®  inform  their  co^filtuents,  that,  fp  far.fronp^ 
having  a fund  in  hands,  they  are  now  indebted  to  one  of  their  mem- 
bers (No.  2.)  who  has  kindly  advanced  i.81.  4s.  2d.  for  .the  relief 
of  prifoners  : The  County  Members  are  therefore  intreated  to  for- 
W'ard  to  hlniy  without  delay,  as  much  money  as  can  be  colleded  in 
their  refpe£live  Baronies ; as  there  appears  to  be  now  in  gaol— from 
Arklow  Barony ycMr—ftotn  Shillela  five — ^from  Ballinacorr  four- 
teeny  and  oneUom  Talbotftown  — and  from  Newcaftle 
in  all  fiorty-iwoy  without  the  fmalleft  fund  for  the  enfuing  m®. 

Refolved,  that  a fubfeription  be  inflantly  commenced,  for  the 
purpofe  of  forming  a fund,  for  the  cgiploying  and  retaining  Coun- 
cil, which  fhall  be  taken  as  a^ voluntary  contribution,  according  to 
the  circumflances  of  individuals-— to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a 
Treafurer  chofen  by  the  County  C®. 

Refolved,  that.it  is  requefted  that  the  rex ' meeting  may  be  fully 
aitendedy  as  there  is  bufinefs  of  the  utmolt  importance  to  be  taken 
Into  confideration. 
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C.  C.  Jan’.  22,  1798. 


Pd.  prifoners. 

Tal. 

2974 

20 

3 10  

119  0 e 

Low.  D.  7ut> 

-ift.  12  10  3 

35  15  9 

Ar. 

2400 

59 

8 3 — " 

2d.  22  15  0 

Rd. 

1200 

17 

0050c 

' 3^-  37  '9  3 

83  5 0 

N.  C. 

1800 

35 

15  0 

No.  2. 12  6 5 

162  3 4 

W R 

1800' 

1 e 0 

- . ' 

* j w 

L.  B. 

R40 

8 

2 0 

85  10  II 

245'  8 4 

Siiil. 

1080 

7 

>9  3 t 

Reft  to  Province 

85  10  11 

12800 

162 

3 4 

- 159  17  5 

73 

4 6 88  18 

10  73  4 6 

G. 

P. 

S.  B. 

Ps.  B.  C. 

B.  Ib.P. 

Tal. 

181 

78 

66  134 

321  3331 

8315  75 

Ar. 

265 

S5 

68  87 

200  400 

8056  500 

N.G. 

158 

41 

20  _ 32 

355  ^ 

5965  169 

R.  D. 

185 

94 

62  75 

380  980 

500  1 7 

789 

298 

216'  328 

1256  4711 

22830  761 

Ar. 

210 

75 

62-1  - 

' 

N.  C. 

100 

0 

0 yAt 

R.  D. 

200 

0 

oj  - 

1299  373  278 

i . 

" . No..  I.  . . 

Papers  found  in  the  Room  at  Bond  s- 
Hand-writing  of  John  Macan, 

I,  do  folemnly  declare,  that  I came  duly 

•clewed. 
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No.  II. 

Hand-vorittag  of  yohn  Macan.. 

19th  February,  1798. 

10863  In  Treafurcr’s  Hands  20  18  3 

•12095 

3010  20  o • 

2000  ^ ' ' 

Queen’s  Co.  1 1 689 
King’s  Co.  3600 
Carlow  9414 

Kilkenny  624. 

Meath  i’4goo 

67295  . 40  18  3 

jf 

Refolved,  that  the  Colonels  in  each  .County  (hall  make  out  a 
lift  of  three  perfons  to  be  Adjutants-General  for  faid  Counties. 
The  lifts  to  be  tranfmitted,  fealed,  either  through  the  Provincial,  or 
any  other  authentic  channel  to*  the  Executive,  who  will  nominate 
one  of  the  three  to  the  employment. 

Refolved,  that  our  Treafurer  be  allowed  to  pay  16  guineas  to 
the  delegate  for  to  buy  a horfe — which,  when  the  entire  County  is 
organized,  is  to  be  fold,  and  the  money  paid  back  into  the  hands  of 
the  Treafurer. 

Refolved,  that  the  Ex  Comm'  be  requefted  to  account  for  the 
Expenditure  of  60  guineas  voted  them. 

Refolved,  that  each  Co.  who  have  not  paid  In  any  finance,  (hall 
be  requefted  to  pay  in  7 ol.  immediately,  except  the  Co.  Carlow, 
which  only  pay  40I. 

Privates  Test. 

Hand-writing  not  known. 

A.  B.  do  folemnly  declare,  that  I will  perform  my  duty,  and 
be  obedient  to  all  the  lawful  commands  of  my  Officers,  while  they 
a6t  in  fubordination  to  the  duly-cledled  ^Committee. 


Kildare 
Wicklow 
Dublin 
Do.  City 
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Hand-writing  $f  John  Mac  an, 

Refolvcd,  that  we  will  pay  no  attention  whatfoever  to  any  attempt 
that  may  be  made  by  either  Houfcs  of  Parliamait,  to  divert  the 
public  mind  from  the  grand  objcdt  we  have  in  view,  as  nothing 
(hort  of  the  compleat  Emancipation  of  our  Country  will  fatisfy  us. 


No.  III. 


K. 

10S65 

In  Hands 

20 

18 

W. 

12095 

D. 

3010 

l-  32 

20 

C.D. 

200® 

Q,C. 

11689 

K.  C. 

3600 

Qv, 

9414 

YJ 

624 

M. 

14000 

67295 

40 

18 

Ten  in  the  Morning  thfs  Day  three  Weeks. 

No.  IV. 

Hand- writing  of  John  Maean, 

Refolvcd,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  if  the. 
ether  Ps.  be  in  an  equal  date  of  preparation  as  Lieniler,  as  foon  as 
we  can  procure  the  information  of  their  ftate,  and  their  determina- 
tion toa6I  in  concert  with  the  Nation,  we  fhould  immediately  pro^ 
ceed  to  a£t and  that  the  Exe''*  be  requefted  to  take  fuch  fleps^ 
immediately,  as  will  tend  moft  expeditioufly  to  bring  about  an  Unj^ri 
of  the  different  prov®. 

Refolved,  that  the  Sele(^I  Com*  of  five  be  requefted  to  prepare  a. 
Military  teft  to  be  laid  before  the  Prov*  at  their  next  Meeting,  fbr^.. 
their  approbation. 
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ExlmBs  from  the  Pocket-book  of  'John  Macan,  found  at  Bond*s» 


P.  C.  [Provincial  Committee.] 

20th  February,  1798* 

Kil 

10863 

Wicklow 

12893  £•  20  18  3 

Dublin 

3010  - - 20 

Do.  City 

2177  — ie+  6 j 

Queen’s  Co, 

> 11689 

King’s  Co. 

3600 

Carlow 

94H 

Kilkenny 

624 

Meath 

14000 

68272 

4 S 

Subferiptions  : 

ebr^.  9 th,  1798. 

Feb^.  1 6th. 

Febr^.  23. 

No. 

8 8 

> 

I 

I I 

6i 

6| 

2 

1 i 

6i 

3 

2 8| 

6| 

4 

I I 

6i 

5 

6| 

I I 

61 

7 

2 I 

3 

6f 

9 

2 8| 

10 

1 I 

2 8|  22 

11 

1 I 

6 6 

12 

& 2 S| 

* 

3 9l 

,107 

' I 7 I 

C.  C.  [County  Committee.] 

February  19th, 

1798.  , 

I 

812 

28  8 II  n 

2 

86^ 

^9  *5  1 

1 

3 

4 

500 

9 .3  6 1 

46  9 1 

[Four  divifions  of 
t the  City  of  Dub- 

I Hn.J 

2177 

£■  JO+  6 5 

1 
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D.  C.  2d  March. 


Inhandsjf.  I i6  of 


> I 

II8 

4 

II 

2 

1 18 

,3 

*9 

7i 

?§ 

3 

. 8+ 

12 

4 

72 

- 

6§ 

5 

120 

4 4 

6 

99 

1 < ] 

3 3 

7 

50 

S 

9 

I 

12  loj 

lO 

80 

I 

6 

9 

6i 

II 

70 

1 

4 4 

12 

, I 

I z 

9 

I I 

* 7f 

14 

- 

2-  8i 

2 16  4 

Sth  March,  98. 

B.  C. 

[Baronial  Qommittce 

5th  March,  1798. 

>.  1 

118 

4 

3 

12 

;C'  2 *7  i 

2 , 

118  - 

4 

3 

3 

12 

3 

48 

I 

0 

6 

12 

4 

72 

12 

5 

120 

12 

>3 

6 

IC^ 

1 

z 

10 

7 ^ 

107 

H 

I'Z 

8 

89 

12 

9 

86 

3 

8 

3 

- 

10 

iiS 

2 

4 

9 

% 

15 

II 

102 

1 

13 

12 

2 

II 

6 

*3 

86 

I 

7 

8 

84 

3 

7 

S 
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ExtraSi  of  a letter  found  upon  Oliver  Bond,  fgned  H,  EF.  ( Hugh 
Wilfon)  and  dated y Cork  bthy  1798. 

I have  been  fo  cooped  up  fince  I came  here,  ihat  had  I known 
the  fituation  of  the  place,  my  mind  fhould  never  have  been  fo  abo-  , 
minably  clofeted,  for  any  emoliiment  that  I may  derive  before  a 
change  of  the  prefent  g</vernment  takes  place. 

You  can  but  faintly  imagine  how  things  are  going  on  here  ; give 
the  people  but  a little  time,  and  reft  alTured  the  progrefs  fcience  is 
making  will  aftonilh  the  world.  The  enemies  of  the  human  race 
are  much  alarmed,  and  the  revolt  of  the  Dublin  County  Militia  has 
increafed  their  fears.  Mr.  ,Fiolay  fays,  they  are  all  alfallins,  and 
he  is  almoft  afraid  to  truft  himfeif  with  them.  I hear  they  are  to 
be  difperfed  among  the  Highlanders  through  the  country. ' Num- 
bers of  preachers  of  the  true  Gofpel  are  better  than  few,  and  thofe 
difperfed  grains  may  not  fall  on  rocky  ground. 

When  the  news  came  this  morning  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  being 
out,  the  Ariftocrats  feemed  happy,  faying,  their  doom  was  at  hand, 
Jprvis  being  after  them. 

With  belt  regards  to  Mrs.  Bond  and  all  friends, 

I am  fmcerely  yours, 

H.  W. 


No.  XX. 

Evidence  of  Captain  Armftrong  on  the  Trial  of 
Henry  and  John  Sheares. 

The  Witnefs  fworn  and  examined. 

Pray,  Sir,  in  what  profeflion  are  you  ? 

A.  I am  a Captain  in  the  King’s  County  IVtilitia. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Henry  or  Mr.  John  Sheares? 
A.  A am,  with  both  of  them. 

Do  you  fee  thefe  gentlemen  in  Court  ? • 

A.  I do. 
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Point  them  out. 

A.  That  is  Mr.  Henry  Sheares,  and  that  is  John  Shearcs,  I 
believe. 

You  know  thefe  two  perfons  ? 

J.  I do. 

^ Can  you  tell  when  you  firfl;  became  acquainted  with  either 
of  them  ? 

‘ A.  The  fird  time  was  Tuefdayy  the'ioth  of  A/i2y  laft. 

\JrIere  the  Witnejs  produced  fome  paper sd] 

^ What  papers  are  thefe  ? 

A,  Some  notes  I took  of  the  bufinefs  as  it  happened. 

In  your  own  hand-writing  ? 

Then  you  have  a right  to  look  at  them.  Can  you  recolle6l 
liovv  you  happened  to, become  acquainted  with  ? 

A.  I came  to  town  from  the  camp  about  bufinefs,  and  went  into 
IMr.  Byrne’s  Ihop — After  fome  converfation,  he  alked  me,  Did  I 
know  Mr.  Sheares  ? I afked  him,  Was  it  Sheares,  the  lawyer  r 

W^hat  camp  did  you  fpeak  of? 

A.  The  camp  of  Lehatinilown. 

Was  your  regiment  quartered  there  ? 

A.  My  company  was  quartered  there. 

Wliere  was  Byrne’s  Ihop  ? 

A.  In  Grafton-ftreet : I do  not  know  the  number. 

j^.  What  did  Byrne  propofe  ? 

A.  He  afleed  me,  Had  I any  objection  to  meet  Mr.  Sheares  ? 1 
faid,  I had  not. 

How  long  had  you  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Byrne  the 
bookfeller  ? 

A,  I believe  I have  known  him  about  two  years. 

VvTat  was  the  nature  of  that  acquaintance  you  had  with 
Air.  Byrne  ? Was  it  familiar  or  otherwife  r 

A,  I knew  him  as  my  bookfeller,  whofe  fhop  I much  fre- 
quented : 1 was  there  almoft  every  day. 

Do  you  recollect  any  particular  defeription  of  books  which 
you  were  in  the  habit  of  purchafing  from  him  ? 

A.  I ufed  to  purchafe  every  political  pamphlet  as  it  came  out, 
and  other  books  1 fancied. 

Do  yon  recollect  what  w^as  the  particular  occafion  of  his 
afking  to  introduce  you  to  Mr.  Sheares  ? 

A.  I did  not  know^  his  purpofe. 

^ But  you  were  fpeaking  about  fomething-? 

- A.  I w'as  not  fpeaking  at  the  time  , he  followed  me  out, 

i^.  You  had  bepn  fpeaking  j 
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A.  I had,  but  do  notrecoIle£I. 

There  were  other  people  there  ? 

A.  There  were. 

He  followed  you  out,  when  he  made  that  propofal  ? • 

A.  He  did. 

^ Did  you  take  any  particular  meafure  in  confequence  of  that 
propofal  ? 

A.  I did : I went  to  look  for  Captain  Clibborn,  a man  upon 
v.hoin  I had  dependence,  and  who  I knew  was  in  town  : he  was' 
my  particular  friend. 

W as  that  before  you  met  either  of  the  Mr.  Sheares’s  , 

A.  It  was. 

( By  the  Court.)  Was  that  immediately  after  you  left  Byrne’s? 
A.  It  was,  my  lord. 

.9.  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Clibborn,  w^hom  you  w^ent  in  queH;  of  ? 

A.  1 did. 

^ What  did  you  do  ? 

A.  I told  him  what  had  happened,  and  afked  him  for  his  advice. 
I prefurne  you  mean,  what  had  happened  between  you  and 
Byrne  ? 

A.  I do.  Sir. 

i^.  Can  you  recoiled  w’hat  advice  he  gave  you,  or  what  you 
determined  to  do  ? 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoners  objeded  to  this  queflion. 

Did  you  come  to  any  determination  ? 

A.  Capt.  Clibborn  advifed  me  to  give  them  a meeting. 

^ The  refult  of  your  converfation  was  to  give  the  Mr.  Sheares 
a meeting. 

A.  It  was. 

j^.  Mention,  whether  you  were  ever  introduced  to  the  Mr. 
Sheares,  or  either  of  them,  in  confequence  ot  this  propofal,  or 
not  ? 

A.  Upon  my  return  to  Mr.  Byrne’s  late,  I v/aited  until  the  elder 
Sheares  arrived.  ' 

fBy  the  Court.)  That  is  Henry? 

A.  I believe  fo,  my  Lord. 

What  pafled  upon  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Henry  Sheares  ? 

A.  Mr.  Byrne  introduced  me  to  him  in  the  inner  fhop. 

Do  you  recoiled  in  what  manner  or  form  he  introduced  you  ? 
U 2 
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• A,  He  only  mentioned  my  name  ; but  faid,  that  if  we  had  a 
mind  to  chat,  we  might  go  into  the  room  infide  the  inner  ihop. 

Recolle61;  whether-  any  thing  tlfe  w'as  faid  by  Byrne  in  the 
prefence  of  Mr.  Henry  bheares  ? 

A.  He  opened  the  door,  (hewed  me  in  and  faid,  “ All  I can 
**  fay  to  you,  Mr.  Sheares,  is,  that  Capt.  Armftrong  is  a true 
“ brother,  and  you  may  depend  upon  him.” 

Be  fo  good  as  to  call  to  your  recolledion.  any  thing  that  may 
have  palTed  upon  that  interview  between  you  and  Mr.  Henry 
Sheares  ; you  have  a right  to  refreflryour  memory  by  your  notes. 
— At  what  time  did  you  take  them  ? 

A.  I took  a fheet  after  every  interview  I had  with  the  gentlemen. 

Alention  the  import  and  fiibftance  of  what  palled. 

A.  Henry  Sheares  told  me,  tltat  what  he  wanted  to  fay  to  me, 
he  wiflied  to  fay  in  the  prefence  of  his  brother. 

fBy  the  Court,)  Did  he  fay  this  in  the  prefence  of  Byrne  I 

A.  No,  my  Lord,  in  the  private  room,  when  we  were  alone. 

Do  you  recolledl  any  thing  worthy  obferving  to  have  palTed 
that  day  ? 

A,  I told  him  I had  no  obje61:ion  to  wait  till  the,  brother  came. 

When  did  you  again  hold  converfation  with  him  ? 

/L  In  a very  (hort  time  after  the  other  Mr.  Sheares  came  to  the 
fhop. 

After  he  came,  where  w-ere  you  ? 

A.  .We  were  introduced  pretty  much  in  tite-fame  manner  as 
before. 

Do  you  mean  by  Byrne  ? 

A.  Yes. 

He  introduced  you  to  John  alfo!  Mention  then  what  paffed  ^ 

A.  He  told  me  he  knew  my  principles  very  well— 

f By  the  Court. ) Who  told  you  that  ? 

A.  Mr..  John  Sheares. 

Were  you  at  this  time  in  the  inner  room  again  ? 

, A.  Yes. . 

And  the  door  (hut  ? 

A.  I believe  fo. 

f By  the  Court.)  Did  the  brother  Henry  go  in  ? 

A.  No,  my  Lord,  I had  feparate  interviews  with  them. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Henry  Sheares  go  away  r 

A.  He  did,  before  John  came,  and  did  not  return  that  day.— - 
John  faid,  he  knew  my  principles  very  well— -that  he  was  emb- 
boldened  by  that  knowledge,  and  the  preflure  of  events  induced 
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him,  for  the  good  of  the  caufe,  to  make  himfelf  known  to  me,  and 
to  fliew  me  how  the  caufe  could  be  benefitted  by  my  joining  the 
caufe  in  a6lion^  as  he  knew  I had  by  inclination. told  him,  1 was 
ready  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  it. 

Q.  Meaning  the  caufe  ? 

A.  Yes-— And  that  if  he  (liould  diew  me  how  I could  do  any 
thing,  I would  fervc  him  to  the  utmoll:  of  my  powTr. 

Did  he  date  to  yon  in  what  manner  you  could  fcrve  this 
caufe  to  which  he  thus  alluded  r 

A.  He  faid,  that  as  I was  willing  to 'fervc  it,  he  would  tell  me 
at  once  what  I could  do---He  told  me,  that  the  rifing  was  very 
near— that  they  could  not  wait  for  the  French,  but  jiad  determined 
upon  a home  exertion  ; and  that  the  principal  manner  in  which  I 
could  aflidthem,  was  by  feducing  thc/oldiers,  and  bringing  about 
the  King’s  County  Militia,  and  confulting  with  him  about  taking 
the  camp.  . 

( By  the  Court.)  What  Camp  ? 

A.  The  camp  ar  Lehaundowm  I underflood,  "where  I w^as  quar- 
tered. And  that  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  about  the  folcliers,  he 
"W’ould  recommend  me  to  endeavour  to  pradlife  upon  the  non- 
commiflioned  officers  and  privates,  wffio  were  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  as  they  were  moft  likely  to  think  themfelves  ag- 
grieved. I do  not  recollecf  any  thing  more  of  >the  converfation 
that  day,  except  our  appointment  to  meet  the  Sunday  following.  ‘ 

Q.  Did  he  mention  an  appointment  for  that  day  ? 

A.  Redid.  • ' 

Q.  Where  ? 

A.  At  his  houfe.* 

Qj;  Where  w^as  that  ? 

A.  In  Baggot-flreet. 

Q_  Did  he  tell  you  ? 

A.  Yes  ; for  I did  not  know  it  till  then— On  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing 1 -went  to  his  Houfe,  and  the  elder  only  was  at  home. 

Q.  'Fhat  was  Henry. 

' A.  I believe  fo  ; I only  knew  them  at  that  time  by  the  diilinc- 
' tion  of  eider  and  younger. 

Q.  Do  you  rccolledl  the  number  of  the  Iioufe  ? 

A.  I do  not 

Upon  which  fide  of  the  way  is  it  ? 

A., On  the  right  hand'gomg  out  of  town,  his  name  was  upon 
the  door. 

Q.  What  paffed  ? 

A.  I had  a repetition  of  a good  part  of  the  converfation  with 
Henry,  that  I had  had  upon  the  former  day  with  John. 

Q.  Mention  ’what  you  particularly  recolleil : 

A.  He  told  me,  that  he  underftood  his  brother’and  I had  con- 
verfed  together— -he  apologized  to  me  for  not  returning  to  me  to 


I5S  APPENDIX,  No.  XX. 

Byrne’s,  for  that  there  was  a committee  fitting  that  day,  which  it 
was  neceifary  that  one  of  them  fnould  attend. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  what  that  committee  was  about  ? 

A.  He  did  not.  He  afked  me  as  to  the  ft  ate  of  the  regiment, 
and  the  camp  ; where  it  was  noft  vulnerable,  and  the  number  of 
troops  ftationed  there-— he  quefticned  me  as  to  the  poftibility  of 
taking  it  by  ftorm,  or  by  treachery,  or  by  ufing  the  counterlign, 
or  fomethiiig  of  that  kind— -I  do  not  recoiled  any  thing  farther 
till  the  Prifoner  came  in. 

f By  the  Court.)  This  converfation  was  before  John  came 
in  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  fay,  you  do  not  recoiled  any  thing  more 
faid  by  Henry  ? 

A.  Except  a repetition  of  w^hat  John  had  faid.  John  afked 
me,  whether  1 knew  any  United  men  in  the  regiment— I faid, 
not. 

Q.  W as  that  in  the  prefence  of  Henry  ? 

A.  It  v/as.  He  faid,  he  thought  I could  make  good  men  of  the 
Sohliers. 

Q.  V./hich  of  them  faid  that  ? 

A.  John:—-  I fa'd,  I fttould  be  afraid  to  commit  myfelf  wdth 
any  oi  them  ; but  if  I knew  them,  I ftiould  then  do  what  I could 
in  concert  with  them.  He  faid,  he  believed  he  could  inform  me 
of  fome  I might  depend  upon— he  told  me,  it  was  their  intention 
to  feize  the  camp,  the  artillery  at  Chapelizod,  and  the  City  of 
Dublin  in  one  night. 

Q.  f By  the  Cou'f.)  Whofe  intention  ? 

A.  Ours  was  his  expreftion  : 1 underftood  the  United  Irifhmen, 
— He  faid,  there  was  to  be  one  hour  and  a half  between  the  feizing 
of  the  camp  and  Dublin,  and  an  hour  between  feizing  Dublin  and 
Chapelizod,  fo  that  the  news  of  both  might  arrive  at  the  fame  time. 
He  told  me,  if  I would  call  at  eleven  at  n.ght,  he  would  give,  m? 
the  names  of  fome  mien  in  the  regiment. 

Qj.  What  regiment  ? 

A.  My  own  regiment. 

f By  the  Court]  That  meeting  was  in  the  morning  ? 

A.  In  the  morning  before  ‘dinner.— At  the  meeting  in  the  even^ 
ing,  he  told  me,  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  names  for  me ; 
but  that  a man  would  call  upon  me  in  the  camp  to  whom  1 was  to 
give  a pafs,  and  that  I might  converfe  with  him  upon  his  return 
without  referve. 

Q.  Recoiled,  if  you  can,  whether  any  thing  more  particular 
pafled  about  the  caufe  in  hand. 

A.  I do  not  recoiled  any  thing  on  that  day. 

Q.  Who  had  the  command  of  your  regiment? 

A.  Col.  L’Eftrange. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  communicate  to  any  perfons  what  pafled  at 
thefe  interviews  r 

A.  I returned  to  the  camp  immediately  after  each  interview,  and 
communicated  the  bufmefs  that  palled  to  Col.  L’Edrange  and  Capt. 
'I  Clibborn — Sometimes  I communicated  it  to  Lord  Caltlereagh  and 
I Mr.  Cooke.  On  Wednefday  the  lOth,  the  Colonel  was  furprlfed, 
that  no  man  had  called  upon  me,  he  reqgeiled  I would  go  to  town 
I and  find  out  the  reafon  : 1 came  to  town,  and  as  neither  of  the 
Mr.  Sheares’s  was  at  home,  I left  w^ord,  that  I wmuld  call  betw^een 
five  and  fix  o’clock.  I called  between  five  and  fix,  and  was  fliewn 
into  the  library  at  Mr.  Sheares’s  houfe. 

Q.  At  the  fame  houfe  r 

A.  Yes  : the  younger  Sheares  came  in,  told  me  he  wiflied  to  In- 
troduce me  to  a gentleman  with  whom  I might  confult  and  advife 
in  his  ab fence,  as  he  mull:  go  down  and  organize  Cork ; he  faid  he 
had  not  been  able  to  find  out  the  names  I w^anted  in  the  regiment— 
He  faid,  the  rifing  in  Cork  was  to  be  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the 
news  might  reach  Dublin  at  the  fame  time  with  the  news  of  rifing 
in  other  places  and  that  he  was  only  waiting  for  the  Executive  to 
fix  the  day. 

Q.  f By  the  Court.)  Was  the  news  of  the  rifing  in  Cork  to  reach 
Dublin  at  the  time  of  the  rifing  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  f By  the  Jury.  Where  was*  the  Executive  ? Who  were  they? 

A.  I do  not  know' j he  did  not  explain,  and  1 afked  him  no 
quclHon. 

Q.  What  did  you  underfiand  ? 

A.  The  Executive  Diredor)^,  who  were  fitting  in  Dublin  in  the 
fame  manner  as  other  committees  were  fitting.  Mr.  John  Sheares 
appointed  me  to  meet  him  next  day,  and  that  he  would  introduce 
me  to  that  gentleman. 

Q.  Had  you  feen  Henry  at  that  meeting  at  all  upon  the  i6th  ? 

A.  Not  at  that  time.  I went  there  next  day,  Thurfday  1 7th, 
and  met  both  the  brothers. 

Q.  At  the  fame  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  fame  houfe.  I do  not  recollecl  any  converfation  of 
moment,  until  the  gentleman  came.  I w'as  introduced  to  him  as 
to  a Mr.  Lawlefs,  a relation  of  Lord  Cloncurry  : That  was  the 
name  he  was  introduced  by. 

Qj  Was  there  any  other  prefent  ? 

A.  None  but  the  tw'o  brothers. 

Q.  He  was  introduced  as  the  perfon  Mr.  John  Sheares  had  been 
fpeaking  of  the  day  before  ? 

A.  I underftood  fo.  Mr.  Lawlefs  told  me,  he  had  been  prefent 
fome  time  before  at  a meeting  of  deputies  from  all,  or  compofed 
of  almofi;  all,  the  militia  regiments  in  Ireland  ; at  which  meeting, 
he  faid,  there  were  two  of  our  men  ; he  did  not  know  their 


APPENDIX,  No.  XX. 


360 

names  ; but  that  if  I would  call  between  five  and  fix  upon  Mr. 
Sheares,  he  would  leave  their  names  with  him  for  me. 

Q.  (By  the  Court.)'  Were  the  Mr.  Sheares ’s  prefent  at  this 
converlation  ? 

A.  They  were  both  prefent,  my  Lord.  He  faid,  he  would  ob- ^ 
tain  the  names  from  a man,  who  had  been  very  adive  in  making 
United  Irilhmen,  and  who  had  been  very  active  in  making  feme 
in  everv  regiment  that  had  been  in  Dublin  for  two  years  pall. 

Q.  The  two  prifoners  were  prefent  at  that  meeting  ? 

A.  Both  were  prefent  on  that  day.  The  elder  fheares  told  me, 
that  the  corps  throughout  Ireland  were  completely  organized,  and 
had  all  their  Captains  and  Adjutants  appointed.  I called  that 
evening  to  get  the  names  which  Mr^  Lawlefs  was  to  leave  for  me. 

I was  Ihewm  into  the  library,  w'here  Mr.  John  Sheares  was  incon- 
verfatlon  with  a man.  Upon  the  man’s  going  away,  Mr.  John 
Siieares  gave  me  this  note,  which  was  to  be  a note  of  introduction 
to  a Serjeant  in  our  regiment,  intimating  to  him,  that  I might  be 
depended  upon,  and  faid  he  got  it  from  the  man  he  had  been  fpeak- 
ing  to. 

Q.  (By  the  Jury.)  Is  it  in  Mr.  Sheares’s  hand  writing  ? 

A.  I do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  it  directed  ? 

A.  It  is  direcled  to  Serjeant  Connors. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  Serjeant  of  that  name  in  your  regiment  ? 

A.  I believe  not. 

Q.  Before  you  quit  Mr.  Law'lefs,  do  you  recollecl  any  expreflion 
relating  to  the  camp,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  it  ? 

A.  I do  ; he  remarked,  that  the  trees  to  the  right  of  the  camp 
would  be  very  convenient  for  hanging  people. 

' ( By  the  Court.)  Was  that  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Sheares  ? 

* A.  It  was,  my 'Lord. 

Q.  Have  you  in  your  recolledlion  any  direction  given  by  Mr; 
Lawlefs  or  the  Mr.  Sheares’s,  as  to  what  firould  be  done  at  the 
time  of  the  attack,  or  the  line  of  condudl  to  be  purfued  ? 

A.  Yes,  my  condudt  w'as  to  be  this  I was  to  erect  a ftandard 
upon  the  night  to  be  fixed  upon  for  the  attack  upon  the  camp, 
which  was  to  be  joined  by  all  whom  I had  previoufly  known  to  be 
United  Irifhmen  ; that  no  other  perfon  was  to  be  fpared,  and  they 
were  not  to  be  given  the  option  of  joining  at  the  time  of  the  attack. 
He  gave  me  the  name  of  a private,  Pat.  Fennan,  at  the  time  he 
gave  me  the  note,  and  appointed  me  to  ir.eet  him  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing, when  he  w'ould  introduce  me  to  more  friends  of  the 
caufe. 

Q.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  refpecling  Fennan  ? 

A.  I underfiood,  that  Fennan  and  Connors  were  the  two  depu- 
ties whom  Lawlefs  mentioned. 
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Q.  (By  the  Court.)  From  whom  did  yon  nnderdand  that  ? 

A.  Lawlefs  had  mentioned,  that  he  would  leave  their  names 
with  John  Sheares,  and  thofe  were  the  means  which  Mr.  John 
Sheares  gave  to  me.  On  Friday,  I could  not  find  Connors  ; but 
on  Saturday  1 gave  him  the  note,  and  afked  him,  Did  he  know  the 
man  named  in  the  note  ; it  was  Arthur  Hill — he  told  me  he  did. 

Q.  What  is  become  of  Connors  ? 

A.  He  is  in  confinement,  I believe,  in  the  Caflle  guard-room;  • 

Q.  He  has  been  made  a prifoner  ? 

A.  He  was,  about  the  20th  of  May. He  faid  he  would  call 

upon  me  for  a pafs. 

Q.  Dtd  you  call  upon  Mr.  Sheares  again  ? 

A.  I did,  upon  Sunday  the  20th  ot  May.  I found  the  elder 
Sheares  at  home.  I told  him  what  had  pafied  between  Connors 
and  me,  and  that  he  would  not  know  mc.‘ 

Q.  That  is,  would  not  open  himfelf  to  you  ; 

A.  Yes:  He  faid  he  was  much  furprized  at  that,  but  attributed 
it  to  his  caution  ; and  he  recommended  caution  to  me,  for  that  he 
and  his  brother  efcaped  by  their  caution,  for  Government  then 
thought  them  inaclive.  He  faid  there  was  a man  at  that  time  with 
Connors  at  Lehaunitown,  and  that  I fliould  find  no  difficulty  in 
converfing  with  him  upon  my  return  to  the  camp.  The  younger 
Sheares  produced  a paper,  upon  which  appeared  to  be  written 
names,  by  way  of  me morandimi—  among  them  were  three  more 
names  of  our  regiment. 

^ By  the  Court.)  Did  John  come  in  ? 

A.  He  did. — I do  not  recollect  any  converfation  more  of  mo- 
ment with  Henry  : — John  came  in  and  Henry  went  out — then  John 
produced  the  paper — he  mentioned  the  names  as  if  reading  them 
from  the  paper,  and  three  of  them  correfponded  with  three  ferjeants 
in  our  regiment. 

Q.  f Ay  the  Court.)  What  did  he  fay  of  them  ? 

A.  He  told  me  they  were  men  I might  depend  upon  as  United 
Irilhmen,  and  he  meniioned  their  names  to  me  as  fuch. 

Q.  Is  there  any  thing  elfe  in  your  recollection  ? 

A.  He  told  m.e  he  had  that  day  called  at  Lawlefs’s,  and  that  he 
believed  he  had  abfeonded,  for  he  was  denied  to  him.  He  faid  that 
a man  had  been  out  at  the  Camp  on  Saturday  looking  for  me,  to 
give  me  a letter,  but  could  not  find  me.  I afked  him  the  contents  ; 
he  faid  it  was  no  matter,  as  I was  then  there,  I would  hear  of  it. 
He  faid,  the  Executive  Directory  had  directed  him  to  tell  me,  they 
had  come  to  a refolution  to  appoint  me  to  the  command  of  the  King’s 
County  regiment.— He  faid  I might  promife  to  every  man  in  the 
regiment  that  would  join  me,  a portion  of  land  in  the  King’s  County, 
He  told  me,  that  on  the  night  of  the  rifing  in  Dublin,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  to  be  feized,  and  all  the  Privy  Council,  feparately 

X 
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in  their  own  houfes This  converfation  was  in  the  prefence  of  the 

elder. 

Q.  f By  the  Courts]  "What  part  of  the  converfation  : 

A.  All  fubfequent  to  his  faying  that  Lawlefs  had  fecrcted  himfelf. 
— He  faid  that  when  the  Privy  Council  were  all  feized,  there  wa^ 
no  place  to  ifiue  orders  from,  fo'  as  to  coiinteradl;  the  rifing  , and 
that  in  cafe  of  a failure  of  the  attack  upon  the  Camp,  on  the  march 
of  the  foldierj  into  the  town  through  Baggot-dreet,  they'  had  a iuf- 
ficient  number  of  houfes  in  Baggot>-flreet  in  their  interelf,  to  ihoot 
them  from,  fo  as  to  render  them  iifelefs ; and  that  he  expeefed 
throughout  Ireland,  that  the  Militia  regiments  would  join,  from 
the  accounts  they  had  received  of  them  : —that  feveral  men  of  the 
different  regiments  had  promifed  different  numbers,  fome  ten  men, 
fomc  twenty,  fome  thirty,  and  fome  one  luindred,  provided  they  had 
fufficient  notice -but  that  if  they  were  called  out  with  their  offi- 
cers, nothing  could  be  done,  as  the  other  regiments  would  be  too 
ftrong  for  them. 

Qj  This  was  mentioned  by  John  Sheares,  in  the  prefence  of 
Henry  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  the  rifing  was  to  take  place  foon  r 
A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  any  reafon  ? 

A.  He  did,  the  country  was  tired  with  the  profecutions,  and  that 
the  people  threatened,  if  the  rifing  did  not  immediately  take  place, 
they  would  take  tne  oath  of  allegiance,  and  give  up  their  arms.  The 
cider  Sheares  told  me,  that  he  had  had  a fervant,  who  w^as  the  greateil 
coward  he  ever  faw ; but  that  he  had  been  particularly  adfive  in 
making  United  Irilhmen,  particularly  foldiers ; but  had  quit  him 
through  fear,  and  gone  to  Cork. — i do  not  recollect  any  thing 
further. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  the  laft  converfation  to  any  perfon  ? 

A.  Continually,  every  one: — I never  had  an  interview  wdth  the 
Air.  Sheares’s,  that  I had  not  one  with  Colonel  L’Eitrange  and 
Captain  Clibborn,  and  my  Lord  Caitlereagh. 

Q.  Where  have  you  been  fince  that  time? 

A.  1 have  only  been  in  Wicklow  and  Wexford,  and  the  county 
of  Kildare. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  happen  to  you  ? 

A.  1 V.  as  wounded  in  my  foot,  at  Slievebuy  mountain,  where  I 
was  with  Colonel  Walpole.  I could  not  go  to  my  regiment,  being 
ordered  by  Lord  Calflereagh  not  to  leave  town  ; I volunteered,  and 
had  the  command  of  the  grenadier  company  in  the  Londonderry 
Militia,  w'here  they  behaved  in  the  molt  exemplary  manner. 

Q.  Did  you  lee  either  of  the  prifoners  after  they  were  arrefted  ? 

A.  I faw  the  younger. 

<2.  Where? 
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A.  In  the  officer’s  guard-room  at  the  Caftle. 

Q,  Do  you  recolieiS  upon  what  day  he  was  made  a prifoner  ? 

A.  The  morning  after  the  laft  converfation. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  oafs  between  you  r 

A.  He  aiked  me  if  his  brother  was  taken?  I faid  I did  not  know. 

He  afked  me  if  his  papers  were  feized?— I faid  I did  not  know 

He  faid  he  hoped  not,  for  there  was  one  among  them  that  would 
commit  him, 

Crofs- Examined  hy  Mr.  Curran, 

Q.  What  countryman  are  you  ?. 

A.  An  Iriffiman. 

Q.  What  part  ? 

A.  The  King’s  County. 

. Q.  How'  old  are  you  r 

A.  I believe  between  27  and  28. 

Q.  Have  you  any  hereditary  fortune  ? 

A.  Every  thing  I have  is  hereditary. 

Q.  Then  you  have  hereditary  fortune? 

A.  I have  hereditary  fortune,  which  qualifies  me  to  be  a Captain 
in  the  K ing’s  County  Militia,  otherwife  1 would  not  be  one, 

.Q.  Do  you  mean  to  fay  that  your  eftate  is  not  diminiihed,  or 
tv'afted  ? 

A.  Since  I came  of  age,  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  Yes,  Sir  ?-— 

A.  Certainly  not. 

Qj  Had  you  ever  been  in  any  military  fltuatjon  before  you  were 
in  the  King’s  County  Militia? 

A.  I had. 

Q.  Where?  ' 

A.  In  feveral  place?.  ! 

Mention  as'  many  as  you  recolIe£l  ? , 

A.  I have  been  quartered ' 

Q.  You  miltake  me,  Sir, — I mean,  had  you  been  in  the  army  ? 

A.  I w'as  in  the  Englilli  Militia. 

Q.  In  what  regiment  ? 

A.  In  two  ; the  Somerfet,'  and  the  South  -Middlefex  fupple- 
mentary. 

Q;  Do  you  recolletSI  how  you  came  to  quit  the  Somerfet  ? 

A.  I do. — Having  bufiuefs  in  Ireland,  and  not  being  able  to 
obtain  leave  of  abfence. 

Q.  Have  you  always,  when  you  talked  of  the  fubje6l,.  men- 
tioned that  as  your  reafon  for  leaving,  the  Somerfet  Militia  ? 

A.  I do  not  recollefl  having  given  any  reafon. 

Qi  I want  you  to  fay  pofitively  upon  your  oathj  whether  }^ou  did 
—‘-or  whether  you  do  not  recoiled  ? 

X i - 
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A.  I do  not  recolle<5l  that  I gave  any  other# 

Qj  Then  you  do  not  fay  you  did  not  r 

A-  1 do  not  believe  I ever  did. 

Q.  Do  you  fwear  poll  lively  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay;' but  1 believe  I did  not ; and  that  was  tha 
reafon.' 

Q.  I a(k  you,  will  you  venture  to  fwear  pofitively,  that  you  never 
did  give  any  other  reafon  for  your  leaving  the  Somerfet  ? 

A.  I cannot  fwear  pofitively  to  what  I may  have  faid  in  jefting : 
— It  is  not  impoifible  ; but  1 believe  I did  not,  and  that  was  the 
leafon. 

Q.  I beg  you  to  recollecl. — Did  you  in  jell,  or  otherwife,  give 
any  other  account  ot  your  leaving  the  regiment  ? 

A.  I cannot  fwear  pofitively  ; but  I do  not  believe  I ever  did: 
It  is  fo  very  trifling  a thing  ; 1 might  have  faid,  1 did  not  like 
quarters,  or  fome  fuch  thing. 

Q.  How  long  after  did  you  go  into  the  South  Middlefex  ? 

A About  a year,  I believe.  I do  not  exaftly  recolledi  th« 
time  the  Supplementary  were  called  out.  I had  a friend  in  Lon- 
don, who  put  down  my  name,  knowing  I was  unemployed  aiid 
would  like  it. 

0,  I afked  you,  Sir,  and  you  faid  you  did  believe  in  the  exig- 
ence of  a future  date  of  rewards  and  punifhments.  I afle  you  now 
upon  the  oath  you  have  taken,  have  you  always  profeffed  that 
belief? 

A.  Always# 

Qj  I wifh  to  have  your  anfwer  corredi  and  precife.  Do  you 
fay  you  always  profeffed  it  ? 

A.  I do  and  did. 

Q.  From  you  education,  yon  ought  very  well  to  underfland  the 
moral  obligation  of  an  oath.  I prefumiC  you  have  often  refledled 
upon  it? 

A.  I have  often  thought  of  it ; I hope  w'ith  great  refpe(51:. 

Q.  By  virtue  of  your  oath,  have  you  ever  expreffed  any  other 
fentiment  than  refpedl  of  the  obligation  of  an  oath  ? 

. A.  Never  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Will  you  fay  upon  your  oath,  that  you  never  did  upon  any 
occafion  deliberate'y  fay,  that  an  oath  ought  to  be  binding  fo  far, 
and  no  longer,  than  it  was  convenient  ? 

A.  Never. 

Did  you  in  any  manner  deride  the  moral  obligation  of  an 

oath  ? 

A.  I believe  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Bride  ? 

A.  I do. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  company  with  him  ? 

A.  Very  oftea. 
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Did  you  in  his  company  deride  the  moral  obligation  of  an 

oath  ? 

A.  I do  not  recolleft. 

Q.  Were  you  in  his  company  within  the  laft  fix  months? 

A.  I \vas. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  College  with  him? 

A.  I was. 

Q.  In  whofe  chamber? 

A.  1 do  not  believe  I was  in  any  chamber  with  him  this  fix 
months. 

Q.  Were  you  any  time  before  that  ? 

A.  I have  been  in  chambers  with  hini. 

Q.  In>^  whofe  chamber  ? ' ‘ 

A.  Mr.  Browne’s. 

Q.  Do  you  fpeak  pofitively  ? 

A.  I do. 

Q.  Within  how  many  months? 

A.  Within  a year. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Bride  there  ? 

A.  I could  not  be  in  company  with  him  if  he  were  not  there. 

Q.  O,  I forgot,  I believe  my  qiielfion  was  as  to  your  being  in 

company  with  him. Do  you  recollecSl  any  converfation  in  that 

company  touching  the  fubjeA  of  an  oath  ? 

A.  I do  not. 

Q.  You  will  be  the  befi;  judge  yourfelf  whether  you  can  under- 
take to  give  a pofitive  anfwer  to  my  queftion. Will  you  upon 

your  oath  fay,  that  you  did  not  in  that  company  exprefs  any  con- 
tempt or  derifion  for  an  oath  ? 

A.  I am  confident  I never  did. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  the  South  Middlefex. 

A.  I do  not  know  exaclly,  for  I never  faw  my  commifiion. 

Q.  You  mentioned  that  you  had  been  much  in  the  habit  of  buy- 
ing political  pamphlets  from  Mr.  Byrne  ? 

A.  I faid  fo. 

Q.  Had  you  been  much  in  the  habit  of  talking  upon  fuch  iub- 
jedls  ? 

A.  Of  politics,  do  you  mean  ? Yes,  I was. 

Q.  Plad  you  been  much  in  the  habit  of  exprefiing  your  own  po- 
litical fentiments  touching  the  (late  and  affairs  of  your  own  country  ? 

A.  I generally  ufed  to  chat  there  : when  buying  a book,  I had 
fome  converfation  about  it. 

Q.  I do  not  mean  to  confine  you  to  the  time  of  buying  'a  book, 
but  genetally  ? 

A.  Very  often' -.When  in  company  I ufed  to  fpeak  upon  that 
as  upon  other  fubjedls. 

I fliould  be  glad  to  afk,  if  you  can  recolle£l,  whether  the 
general  ftyleof  your  obfervations  was  in  favour  of  the  condu61;  of 
government,  or  the  contrary  ? 

A.  The  cont  rary. 
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^ That  was  the  general  and  pretty  uniform  line  oPyour  conv»^ 
fation  in  company  ? - » 

A.  Generally  fo. 

Q.  Was  it  pretty  flrongly  the  contrary,  or  not  r 

A.  I do  not  know  that  it  was  very  drong— -it  h^d  that  tendency, 

Q.  Keeping  at  a due  diftance  from 

A.  I hope  fo,  Sir. 

Q.  From  what,  Sir  ? 

A.  Any  thing  wrong,  or  injurious  to  myfelf. 

Q.  Do  you  recolle£l— People  fometimes  make  up  their  fentlments 
to  toafts,  and  hand  them  about  in  that  fnape— Did  you  ever  give 
Republicanifm  r 

A.  I do  not  recolle6l  it— If  that  was  the  round,  I gave  it. 

Q.  If  that  was  the  round  r 

A.  Toafts  a^e  generally  given  In  rounds-— fometimes  hunting — 
fometlme,  of  other  kinds— -If  that  was  the  round,  1 gave  it  as  well 
as  1 could. 

Q.'  Do  you  rccollc£I  any  thing  about  the  Kings  of  Europe,  at 
to  either  good  or  bad  health  ? 

A.  Not  the  Kings  of  Europe. 

Q.  Some  of  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  I have  drank  them.- 

Q.  With  great  affe6lion  r 

A.  I cannot  fay  with  great  afTcflion  ; I have  drank  my  own  King 
with  regard. 

■Q;  Have  you  had  much  political  converfation  wdth  Mr.  Byrne  ? 
— I fuppofe  not  ? 

A.  Never,  but  when  I was  buying  a book  in  his  Oiop. 

Q.  Thatfeems  goes  further  than  the  title  page  with  a bookfeller 
— Did  you  make  any  particular  profeflions  to  him  r— -I  fuppofe  not? 

A.  I do  not  recolleft  any  till  after  the  introdudiun  to  the  JvK*. 
Sheares’s. 

Q.  Never  before,  about  your  principles  ? 

A.  Never  about  my  principles. 

Q.  The  propofal  to  become  acquainted  wdth  thern  was  merely  a 
wilh  of  Mr.  Byrne  ? 

A.  I do  not  know  tvith  whom  thewiih  originated. 

Q.  He  propofed  it,  you  fald  ? 

A.  I did  fay  he  propofed  it,  , 

Q:  Y on  faid,  you  had  no  idea  of  what  the  fubjeci  was,  or  whe- 
ther any  fubjedl  was  talked  of,  between  you  and  Mr.  Sheares  ? 

A._  No,  Sir ; I faid  the  contrary. 

Q.  When  Byrne  propofed  it,  you  faid  you  had  no  objection  ? 

A.  I did.  ' 

Q.  Pray,  Sir,  do  you  know  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Drought? 

A.  I do,  'a  great  many. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Drought,  I,  mean? 


APPENDIX,  No.  XX. 


671 


A.  I do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  no  conje6lure  of  the  Drought  I mean  ? 

A.  I have. 

Q.  What  Drought  is  it  you  mean? 

A.  I do  not  know  whom  you  mean, 

Q;  What  Drought  do  you  guefs  at  ? 

A.  You  would  not  take  my  gueiiing. 

Q.  I will. — What  Drought  did  you  ruppofe  I alked  you  about? 
Do  you  recolle6l  having  called  any  Mr.  Drought  to  your  window  ? 

A.  I do  ; that  gentleman  is  my  firfi  couiin. 

Q.  Then  you  know  your  coufm  Drought.  — Had  you  any  con- 
verfation  wdth  him  when  you  called  him  up? 

A.  I had  a good  deal. 

Q.  For  what  time  ? 

A.  Very  near  an  hour. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  what  the  convcrfation  w'as  about  ? 

A.  Upon  my  word  I do  not : it  was  common  place the 

common  news  of  the  day A good  deal  of  it  was  profellions  of 

joy  at  having  feen  each  other  ; for  we  had  not  feen  each  other  for 
foine  tim.e. 

Q.  Was  this  before  or  after  you  met  with  the  wound  ? 

A.  It  w'as  after. 

Do  you  remem.ber  to  have  told  him  any  thing  that  happened 
to  you  ? 

A.  I fuppofe  I told  him  all  that  happened  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  liim  any  that  happened  about  tNVO  countrymen  ? 

A.  No,  but  about  three. 

CL  Did  you  tell  him  you  had  hanged  any  of  them? 

A.  No,  for  that  would  not  have  been  the  fafl, 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  you  had  tied  them  up  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Or  that  you  ordered  them  to  be  tied  up } 

A.  No. 

Q.  Or  that  they  w'ere  tied  up? 

A.  I did  I told  him  that  one  was  tied  up. 

Q.  For  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  One  was  to  be  hanged,  the  other  was  to  be  dogged,.  Wc 
Were  going  up  Blackmore  Hill  under  Sir  James  DujfF-— there  was  a 
party  of  rebels  there — w’e  met  three  men  with  green  cockades— 
one  w^e  (hot,  another  we  hanged,  and  thej  third  we  flogged,  ar.d 
made  a guide  of. 

Q.  Which  did  you  make  the  guide  of? 

A.  The  one  that  was  neither  ihoc  nor  hanged. 

Did  Mr.  Drought  fay  any  thing  to  you  as  to  the  cruelty  of  the 
tranra61ion  ? 

A.  No  ; he  might  have  faid  fomething  of  the  diflreffed  fituation 
of  the  cou.ntry. 
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Did  he  fay  any  thing  as  to  what  you  could  expe£l  hereafter  ? 

A.  No,  I do  not  recolle£l;  that  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  fay  to  him,  ‘‘  I thought  you  knew  my  fentiments 
too  well  long  fince  upon  the  fubjed  of  futurity  ? ” 

A.  I do  not  recolle^l  ever  to  have  broached  the  fubje6l  of  futu- 
rity to  him.  I always  knew  Mr.  Drought’s  opinion  of  futurity. 

Q.  You  never  converfed  wfth  him  upon  the  fubjedt  of  a future 
exiftence  ? 

A.  Never: 1 do  not  reCollecf  It. 

Q.  How'  long  ago  is  it  fince  the  converfation  you  mentioned. 

A.  I do  not  recojlecl  the  day — it  was  fince  the  5th  of  June. — ^ — 

Col.  Walpole’s  death  was  upon  the  4th  ; but  I fhould  think  it 

was  a fortnight  after  that,  becaufe  I was  not  able  to  go  to  the 
window  for  a fortnight. 

Q.  Then  it  was  within  a month Can  you  undertake  to  fay, 

thai  you  did  not  fay  to  him,  ‘‘  You  know  my  fentiments  upon  fu- 
turity ? 

A.  I faid  no  fuch  thing. 

Q.  Will  you  give  me  leave  to  afk  you,  Had  you  ever  been  in 
any  other  military  fituation,  a aWi-^y-military  fituation  ? 

A.  No 

O.  Did  you  know  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan  ? 

A.  I have  feen  him  ; but  never  knew  him  to  fpeak  to  him. 

Q.  W ere  you  In  his  corps  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Do  you  recolledt  the  National  Guards  in  1792  ? 

A.  I do  not  recoiled  any  thing  of  it.  I have  heard  of  Hamil- 
ton R-Owan  ; I was  only  julh  of  age  at  that  time. 

, Q.  Were  you  in  that  corps  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q_.  Did  you  maks  up  the  uniform  ? 

A.  Never do  not  know  the  uniform.  I might  have  had  a 
coat  anfwering  the  uniform  ; but  I never  made  it  up  for  the  corps, 
dor  did  I ever  fee  it. 

Did  vou  wear  in  the  year  i79^»  any  drefs  like  a uniform 
with  green  trowfers-.-buttcns  having  a harp  imprefled  without  a 
crown,  and  green-cockades  ? 

A.  Never.  I had  no  green  coat,  nor  buttons  of  that  kind---I 
might  have  worn  green  when  a bey. 

Crofs- Examined  hy  Mr,  Ponsgxbv. 

Q_.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  King’s  County  Militir? 

A.  Since  the  19th  of  January  laf . 

Have  you  declared  it  was  in  your  power  to  bnng  over  the 
King’s  County  Militia,  il  there  was  a rifing? 

A.,  Never  to  any  peiion  but  Sheares’s,  and  to  Byrne  after 
mv  introduction  to  them. 
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Do  you  recollect  not  having  fpoken  favourably  of  the  King 
of  England.  Did  you  ever  fay,  “ that  if  no  other  perfon  could  be 
found  to  cut  off  the  head  of  the  King  of  England,  you  vould  do  it 
yourfelf 
A.  Never. 

Qj  Are  you  pofitive  you  never  did? 

A.  Never.  ^ 

Q.  As  you  have  been  fond  of  buying  new  pamphlets  as  they 
came  out,  do  you  recollect  to  have  bought  the  pamphlets  of  Paine  ? 
A.  I have. 

Qj  Have  you  read  them  ? 

A.  I have  read  all  that  I got— I have  not  got  them  all.^^ 

You  have  read  the  “ Rights  of  Man”  and  the  “ Age  of 
Reafon  ?” 

A.  I have. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  having  told  any  one,  that  they  contained 
your  creed  ? 

A.  No  -I  do  not  recollect  that  I did. 

Q.  Are  you  fure  you  did  not  fay  it  ? 

A.  I did  not  fay  it,  becaufe  I never  thought  it. 

The  following  Paper,  found  by  Alderman  Alexander,  in  a Box 
in  the  Pofleflion  of  Mr.  Sheares,  was  read  : 

Note.  The  words  in  Italics  were  interlined;  Thefe  between 
Crotchets  were  ftruck  acrofs  with  a pen. 

Jrijhmen^ 

C“  Your  country  is  free;  all  thofe  monfters  who  ufurped  its 
government  to  opprefs  its  people  are  in  our  hands,  except  fuch 
‘ as  havej 

“ Your  country  is  free,  and  you  are  about  to  be  avenged  Tal- 
ready]  that  vile  government,  'which  has  fo  long  and  fo  cruelly 
oppreffed  you,  is  no  more;  fome  of  its  moft  atrocious  monfters 
have  already  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  lives,  and  the  reft  are  fti 
our  hands  [waiting  their  fate.]  The  National  Flag,  the  Sacred 
^ Green^  is  at  this  moment  flying  over  the  ruins  of  defpotifm,  and 
‘ that  capital,  which  a few  hours  paft  [was  the  feene  j witnefted 
the  debauchery,  [the  machinations  J plots  and  crimes  of  your 
tyrants,  is  now  the  citadel  of  triumphant  patriotifm  and  virtucm 
Arife  then,  United  Sons  of  Ireland  : arife  like  a great  and  pow- 
erful people,  determined  to  [live]  be  free  or  die  ; arm  yourfelves 
by  every  means  in  your  power,  and  rufli  like  Lions  on  your 
* foes : confider,  that  [in  difarming  your  enemy]  for  every  enemy 
you  difarm,  you  arm  a friend^  and  thus  become  doubly  pow- 
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“erful;  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  inaftion  is  cowardice,  and  the 
“ coward  fhall  forfeit  the  property  he  has  not  the  courage  to  pro- 
teft.  . Let  his  arms  be  feized  and  transferred  to  tliofe  gallant 
“ [patriots]  fpirits  who  want,  and  will  ufe  them  ; yes,  Irifhmen, 
“ we  fwear  by  that  eternal  juftice,  in  whofe  caufe  you  fight,  that 
“ the  brave  patriot,  who  furvives  the  prefent  glorious  Itruggle, 
“ and  the  family  of  him  who  has  fallen,  or  fhall  fall  hereafter  in 
it,  fhall  receive  from  the  hands  of  a grateful  nation,  an  ample 
“ recompence  out  of  [thofc  funds J that  property  which  tlie  crimes 
“ of  our  enemies  [fhall]  have  forfeited  into  its  hands,  and  his 
“ name  [too  fhall  be  inferibed  on  the  national  record  of  Irifh  re- 
“ volution,  as  a glorious  example  to  all  poflerity  ; but  we  likewife 
"‘fwear  to  punijh  robbery  with  death  and  infamy. 

“ We  alfo  fwear,  that  we  will  never  Iheathe  the  fword  until 
“ every  [perfon]  being  in  the  county  is  leflored  to  thofe  equal 
" rights,  which  the  God  of  Nature  has  given  to  all  men,---until  an 
“ order  of  things  fhall  be  effablilhed,  in  which  no  fuperiority  fhall 
“ be  acknowledged  among  the  citizens  of  Erin,  but  that  [which] 
of  virtue  and  talent  [fhall  intitle  to.]  ♦ 

“ As  for  thole  degenerate  wretches  who  turn  their  fwords  againfl 
“ their  native  country,  the  national  vengeance  awaits  them : Let 
“ them  find  no  quarter  nnlefs  they  fhall  prove  their  repentance  by 
" fpeedily  defecting,  exchanging  from  the  flandard  of  flavery,  for 
“ that  of  freedom,  under  which  their  former  errors  may  be  buried, 
“ and  they  may  fhare  the  glory  and  advantages  that  are  due  to  the 
patriot  bands  of  Ireland. 

“ Many  of  the  military  feel  the  love  of  liberty  glow  within  their 
“ breafts,  and  have  [already  to]  joined  the  national  flandard;  re- 
ceive  [thofe]  with  open  arms,  fuch  as  fhall  follow  fo  glorious 
* an  example,  they  can  render  fignal  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  free- 
“ dom,  and  fhall  be  rewarded  according  to  their  delerts ; but  for 
“ the  wretch  who  turns  his  fword  againfl  Ins  native  country,  let  the 
national  vengeance  be  vifited  on  him,  let  him  find  no  quarter; 

“ two  other  crimes  demand-- 

Roufe  all  the  energies  of  your  fouls  ; call  forth  all  the  merit 
“ and  abilities  which  a vicious  government  configned  to  obfeurity, 
“ and  under  the  conduct  of  your  chofen  leaders,  march  with  a 
fteady  flep  to  victory ; heed  not  the  glare  of  [a  mercenary] 
“ hired  foldiery,  or  arijlocratic  yeomanry,  they  cannot  hand  the 
vigorous  fhock  of  freedom,  [clofe  with  them  man  to  man,  and 
“ let  them  fee  wdiat  vigour  the  caufe  of  freedom  can.]  Their  trap- 
pings  and  their  arms  will  foon  be  yours,  and  the  detefled  Go- 
vermnent  of  England,  to  which  we  vow  eternal  hatred,  fhall 
“ learn,  that  the  treafures  [fhe,  it]  they  exhaufls  on  [their  merce- 
“•  nary]  its  accoutered  flaves  for  the  purpofe  of  butchering  Irifh- 
meti,  -fliall  but  farther  enable  us  to  turn  their  fwords  on  its  de- 
voted  head.  • - 
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Attack  them  in  every  direction  by  day  and  by  night;  avail 
yoiirfelves  of  the  natural  advantages  of  your  country,  which  are 
innumerable,  and  with  zvhich  you  are  better  acquainted  than  they  ; 
where  you  cannot  oppofe  them  in  full  force,  conftantly  harafs 
their  rear  and  their  flanks;*  cutoff  their  provifions  and  magazines, 
and  prevent  them  as  much  as  poffible  from  uniting  their  forces ; 
let  whatever  moments  you  cannot  fpafs  inj  devote  to  fighting  for 
your  country,  be  f devoted  to]  paffed  in  learning  how  to  fight  for 
it,  or  preparing  the  means  of  war,  for  war,  war  alone  muff,  oc- 
cupy every  mind,  and  every  hand  in  Ireland,  until  its  long  op-  ^ 
preffed  foil  be  purged  of  all  its  enemies. 

Vengeance,  Irilhmen,  vengeance  on  your  oppreffors— -Re- 
member  what  thoufands  of  your  dearefl  friends  have  perifhedby 
their  [murders,  cruel  plots J mercilefs  orders;  remember  their 
^ burnings,  their  rackings,  their  torturings,  their  military  maf- 
facres,  and  their  legal  murders.  . Remember,  ORR.’* 
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The  following  Returns,  &c.  were  found  in  the  Houfe  of  Edward  Rattigan,  in  Bridgefoot-Street,  in  the 

City  of  Dublin,  and  among  his  Papers. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

H 

I 

K 

1 M 

N 

0 

P 

Q- 

R 

We  arc  No.  i in  the  ^ Baronial  Committee  of  Barr-aclc 
Divifion. 

S'p 

3SS 

144 

^4 

183 

31 

1450 

333 

2050 

30 

■ 1 58 

5>7 

341 

4420 

Cav. 

r 4531b.  Lead. 

1 J.  H.  No.  i in  the  loth  B 

2677 

51 

t-'i 

i 

4 

10 

840 

8^ 

3 

1330 

r Secretaries  of  Baronial  Committees  meet  and  form 
i Diftriilive  Coiimiitcec. 

34.« 

5 

366 

102 

23 

116 

?2 

90 

400 

940 

!■ 

9 

7 

i5i..S 

6 

S06 

261 

62 

303 

123 

1540 

733 

j 383° 

555 

3>4 

5>7 

7 

34' 

165 

! Loutll 

2 —  ^City  of  DoMln 

3 —  County  ditto 

4—  K.idui-e 

5 —  Me  'tit 

6—  iotal 


1 —  Antrim 

2 —  Down 

3 —  iiicrry 

4— Armagh 

5 —  Donegrtli 

6 —  Monaglian 

7—  Tyrone 
S — Cavan 

9 — Fermanagh 


Leinst 

-Men 

-Mufkets 

-Bayonets. 

-Blimderbufres 

-Piifols 

-Swords 

—Pikes 

-Ball  Cartridge 
-Balls 

— Ih.  of  Powder 
—Yeoman  I'rlends 
— Militia  ditto 
—Pri  Toners 

— Militia  ilnemles 

- Tvomen  ditto 


It  is  requefted  that  each  County  will  fend  perfons  of  the  beft  ability 
and  probity  they  poffibiy  can  on  the  next  eleflion,  as  it  is  indif- 
ptnfably  neceffaty  at  this  critical  junclure.  it  is  earneltly  re- 
quelled  that  each  county  wili  form  nnincdiately  on  the  military 
organization.  It  is  alib  defiicci,  that  no  perfon  will  purchafe 
Lottery  Tickets. 


A — Men 
B— Mu  Beets 
C — Bayonets 
D — BlunJerbufies 
L — Piilols 
F — Sworris 
G— Pikes 
H — Ball  Cartridge 
I —Ball 
K — lb.  of  Powder 
I. — Cannon 
M-^Mortars 
N — Yeomen 


A 

1 

C 

E 

. F 

° i 

H 

1 1 

K -j 

L 

M 1 

N 

22716 

294S 

1536 

4>7 

369 

4888 

24311. 

70948 

1230 

S 

I 

26153 

3 

10500 

1217 

416 

1230 

8541 

550c 

1317 

4 

17000 

'744 

S34 

168 

654 

164 

74'=5 

324 

Cav.  36 

5 

9648 

6 

9020 

7 

14000 

930 

437 

2263 

9 

423 

g 

688 

N 

9 

2000 

111725 

6919 

3223 

585 

1023 

6424 

43128 

7644S 

2880  1 

8 

* 

495 

Ley  of  the  Cn 
I W.— 66 

3 R.— 73 

4 S.  — 26 


234  Societies 


Finance  £ $ ‘‘J  9 


4 8 5 


£26  15  2 

formerly  13  7 7 


Paid  Bxecut.  Com.  28815  o 
Paid  Pi  Boners  Friends  700  o o 


988  15  o 


Priv.  Subferip.  o 17  o 
o 8 3 


I S . 3 
formerly 
4 4 


Total  40  2 9 
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Men 

Guns 

Bayont.jBlund. 

Fiftols 

Swords 

B'ailCg, 

Tikes 

Bails 

Ib.Pow. 

Yeo.  F. 

Mill. 

Prifo. 

Yeo.E. 

Mil.  cio.j 

Ci 

ty  of  Dublin. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

.A 

B 

C 

D 

Loutli 

I 

5119 

3S9 

144 

24 

183 

3' 

•45° 

333 

2050 

3° 

,58 

5'7 

34' 

165 

W.  H. 

1 

° 66 

Men 

Finance. 

5 ^3  9 

City  D. 

4410 

B K. 

, 

10  1$  3f 

County  Do 
3 

! ^ 

09 

*595 

1677 

51 

15 

15 

4 

to 

$40 

Rotun. 

S »3  95 

Kildare 

4 

3 

7 .3 

* 3^7 

1530 

Ste.  G. 

26 

403 

4 S s 

Meath 

S 

345^ 

336 

302 

^3 

116 

82 

90 

400 

940 

’7 

156 

7 

453  L. 

26  IS  3 

Total 

J619S 

806 

261 

62 

'303 

>23 

1540 

733 

3830 

55i 

314 

34' 

234 

4420 

517 

7 

j - 

Bayont 

1536 

Swords 

369 

BallCg. 
249 1 1 

Balls 

Yeo.  F 

377 

J 

22716 

2948 

r'li  1 

4' 7 

r‘i 

4888 

70948 

r owcler 
1230 

Mortrs 

ar. 

priv 

5 'o  li 

l^own 

26153 

D. 

2 

In  all 

12  10— 

Derry 

J05C0 

1217 

416 

1230 

8345 

5500 

1317 

Do. 

Tom.L 

Armagli 

4 

1 700c 

J744 

S34 

16S 

6-54 

204 

74.09 

36 

ar. 

Donnegal 

5 

5648 

Ca!v. 

Do. 

It  is  earneftly  requelled  that  each  G.  wil 
fend  P.  of  the  heft  ability  and  probity 
they  poflibly  can,  on  the  next  eledllon,- 
as  it  is  indifpeofibly  neceflary  at  this 
crifis.  It  is  requefted  no  Br.  will  pura 
chafe  hr  Tickets. 

Monaglian 

6 

9020 

M , 

Tyrone 

7 

14000 

950 

437 

202 

2263 

423 

T. 

Cavan 

8 

6S8 

C. 

Fermanagh 

9 

20G0 

F. 

Total 

11.725 

6519 

3:::3 

5»5 

1023 

6424 

43125 

76448 

2880 

8 

I 

459 

V. 

I Tom. 

83460 

3463* 
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Found  among  the  Papers  of  Edward  Raitlgan, 


A.  Counties 

B.  Men 

C.  Guns 

D.  Bayonets 

E.  Blunderbuffes 

F.  Piflols 

G.  Swords 

H.  Pikes 

I.  Ball  cartridge 

K.  Balls 

L.  Hair-powder 

M.  Cannon 

N.  Mortars 

O.  Yeomen  Friends 
(i  Lead 


I  Antrim 
7-  Down 

3 Derry 

4 Armagh 


5 Donegal 

6 Monaghan 

7 1'yrone 

8 Cavan 

9 Fermanagh 


1 Guns 

2 Bayonets 

3 BlunderbulTes 

4 Men 

5 Piftols 

6 Swords 

7 Pikes 

8 Ball  cartridge 

9 Blank  do. 

I o Powder 

II  Ball 

12  lb.  Lead 

13  Yeo.  frs. 
i4.  Cannon 

15  Militia  frs. 

16  Do.  enemies 

17  Yeo.  do. 

18  Infantry  frs. 

19  Volunteers— -old  ones 

20  lb.  Ball 


1 Work-houfe 

2 Barrack 

3 Rotunda 

4 Stephen’s  green  ^ 


B.  Societies 
>C.  Men 
D.  Finance 


A.  Dublin 

B.  County  do. 

C.  Louth 

D.  Kildare 

E.  Meath 
T.  Finances 


4t  a Meeting  of  U.  /.  held  at  B.  C.  Phnllco,  DuhJln^ 

May  1th,  1797. 

Edward  Maguire  in  the  Chair. 

John  Tench,  Treafurer. 

Edward  Ratigan,  Secretary. 

s.  d. 

J I 19  Sil.  Fox 

20  John  Dowling  . 

21  Owen  Connor'  3 

22  Peter  Hays  i 


«.d. 

1 X Edward  Maguire 

2 John  Tench 

3 Edward  Ratigan 

4 Patrick  Shuffleton 


174 


APPENDIX,  No.  XXI. 


5 James  Lawler 

6 James  Harlin 

7 Hugh  Rofborough 

8 Thomas  Cavanagh 

9 Robert  Paxman 

10  William  Salters 

11  John  IVIurphy 

1 2 Patrick  Howard 

1 3 G.  Fitzfimmons 

14  Thomas  Gilligan 

15  John  Higgins 

1 6 Luke  Duigan 

17  Thomai  Flynn 
iS  Thomas  Maher 


23  Arthur  Connell  5 

24  John  Fagan 

25  Nicholas  Brogan 

26  Philip  Croftoii  jS 

27  John  Reilly 

28  Andi  'iw  Ennis  n 

29  Arthur  Pafmer  4 

30  Bartholomew  Carney 

31  Thomas  Dunn  7 

32  jMatthew  M‘Cabe 

33  Wm.  Ryan 

34  Andrew  Nicholfon  13 

35  Richard  Behan  17 

36  Philip  Reynolds  9 


To  enquire  for  Flin  and  Soran, 

An  Englilh  fhilling  fublcription  paid  at  each  meeting. 


Several  other  papers  were  found  with  the  above,  containing  lills 
of  names  and  fubferiptions  at  meetings  of  United  Irifhmen. 


UNITED  MEN  OF  IRELAND. 

YOUR  numbers  have  encreafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  you  may 
with  truth  be  faid  to  be  i\\^  People  of  Ireland y but  your  organization 
fhould  keep  pace  with  your  numbers  ; for  without  orgrnization, 
how  can  your  numbers  or  your  llrength  be  brought  to  a6l  ? con- 
fider  the  prefent  moment,  a moment  when  France,  after  conquer- 
ing the  armies  of  the  Defpots  of  Europe,  is  marching  her  foldiers 
to  her  coafts,  a moment  when  France,  collecting  the  Navies  of 
Spain,  Holland,  Venice  and  her  own,  is  preparing  one  hundred 
'and  feventy  fliips  of  the  line,  to  tranfport  thofe  conquerors  of  the 
Defpots  of  the  continent,  that  they  may  pour  them  on  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  tilled  with  milions,  united  in  the  glorious 
caufe  of  freedom,  anxious  to  receive  them.  In  a moment  when 
defpotifm,  founded  on  the  ufurpation  of  every  popular  right,  and 
fupported  by  corruption  and  tyranny,  is  ready  to  fall  to  pieces,  into 
a gtilph  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin : Is  this  a moment  for  you  to  he  un^ 
prepared^  Is  this  a time  for  you  to  abate  your  perfeverance,  your 
patience  or  your  fpiiit  ? Confult  your  reafon,  it  will  tell  you  that 
your  ftrength  confifts  in  your  being  adtually  united,  and  tho- 
roughly well  ORGANIZED  BODY.  Do’ not  then  hearken  to  thofe 
men,  who  will  tell  you  to  difeontinue  your  organization,  or  from 
choofing  your,  Reprefentatives.  Let  fobriety,  let  good  charader. 
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let  courage,  let  talents  be  the  qualities  which  (hall  dired  your 
choice.  Purge  your  focieties  of  all  fufpicious  or  doubtful  men. 
No  doubt  at  this  inilant,  thofe  you  eled  will  have  to  fill  ports  of 
danger,  but  ere  long  they  will  be  ports  of  honour  and  of  fafety. 
Above  all  be  mindful  of  the  folemn  oath  you  have  taken  to  promote 
UNION  amongrt  Irijhmen  of  every  Se^  and  Religion..  Disunion  has 
been  the  means  by  which  Ireland  has  been  enflaved  for  the  centuries 
that  are  part,  in  union  only  ean  Ireland  find  her  Jalvation.  Be 
difercet  and  avoid  drunkennefs,'  be  firm,  but  be  patient  and  avoid 
riots.  In  a word  unite  and  organize,  and  rely  on  it  ere  long 
you  mull  be  free, 

Refolvcd,  that  it  is  ordered,  that  each  Barony  do  pay  into  the 
NATION  three  pence  per  month  each  man  at  the  leart,  whilft  thofe 
who  are  rich  do  pay  according  to  their  abilities- 

Rcfolved,  that  no  man  do  pay  excq)t  to  his  own  Treafurer; 

Refolved,  that  the  taking  of  arms  by  force  from  houfes  is  attended 
with  great  evil,  and  produdive  of  no  good  , therefore  any  men  im- 
prifoned  therefore,  lhall  not  be  maintained  by  their  Societies, 

Refolvcd,  that  United  Men  are  ftridly  forbidden  to  attend  to  any 
orders  which  do  not  come  regularly  through  |their  Reprefentatiyes, 

I,  A.  B.  dofolemnly  fwear,  in  the  awful  prefence  of  God,  that 
I will  obey  whatever  orders  I may  receive  from  my  fuperior  officer, 
for  the  purpofe  of  freeing  my  country.  So  help  me  God,  as  I 
keep  this  facred  obligation. 

^ Many  thoufands  more  found  with  this  among  the  papers  of 
Edward  Ratigan. 

PRIVATE’S  TEST. ' 

I,  A,  B.  as  private,  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I will  corn- 
forward  when  called  on  by  ferjeant  or  fuperior  officer,  and  aid 
them  as  far  as  in  my  power  lies,  in  any  eligible  manner  that  may 
tend  to  the  eftablilhment  of  Liberty,  or  the  Freedom  of  Ireland. 

SERGEANT’S  TEST. 

I.  A.  B.  as  fergeant,  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I will  come 
forward  when  called  on  by  my  captain  or  fuperior  officers,  and  aid 
them  as  far  as  in  my  power  lies  in  any  elegible  manner  that  may 
tend  to  the  ertablifhment  of  Liberty,  or  the  freedom  of  Ireland, 
I do  frather  declare,  that  I will  not  call  forward  under  arms  any 
of  the  men  confignedto  my  command,  witlioutthe  authority  of  my 
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fiiperior  officers  .or  commaiKlcr,  except  in  a cafe  of  emergency, 
when  fuch  authority  cannot  be  obtained  ; and  that  I will  notriilt  by 
any  illegal  meeting  the  fafetyof  any  individual  under  my  command. 

COMMANDING  OFFICER’S  TEST. 

I,  A.  B.  as  captain,  colonel  or  commander,  do  voluntarilyd  c* 
dare,  that  I will  aid  to  the  utmoft  of  my  fkill  and  power  the  men 
under  my  command,  in  any  eligible  manner  that  may  tend  to  the 
edablifhment  of  Liberty  or  the  Freedom  of  Ireland.  I do  farther 
declare,  that  I will  not  call  forward  under  arms  any  individual 
configned  to  my  command,  without  the  approbation  of  the  fiiperior 
authorities. 


No.  XXII. 

ExtraB  from  the  Trial  of  the  Rev.  IVtlUam  Jackfonf  for  High 
Treaforiy  in  the  Kin f s Bench  of  Ireland y o.yl  April y lyg^. 

Attorney  General.  Do  you  recoiled  any  converfation  be» 
tween  Mr.  Jackfon  and  Mr.  Lewins  at  any  time  ? 

A.  \t  any  time  ? Yes. 

Q.  Where  and  when? 

A.  At  Hyde's  Coffee-houfe. 

Q.  In  what  chamber  ? 

A.  1 believe  in  that  where  I flept. 

Q;  Can  you  recoiled  what  that  converfation  was  ? 

A.  That  was  as  to  Mr.  Lewins  afking  Mr.  Jackfon  for  Tome 
written  documents  or  authorities,  that  he  might  produce  them  to 
Mr.  Rowany  in  order  that  Mr.  Rowan  might,  with  confidence, 
talk  to  Mr.  Jackfon. 

Q.  Who  Is  the  Mr.  Rowan  you  fpeak  of  ? 

A.  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowany  I think,  they  called  him. 

Q.  Where  was  he  at  that  time  ? 

A.  In  Newgate. 

Q.  ■ Can  you  tell  whether  Mr.  Lewins  and  Mr.  Jackfon  had  any 
converfation  refpeding  Mr.  Rowan  before  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay  to  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  fay  that  Mr.  Lewins  came  to  afk  Jackfon  had 
he  any  written  document  th^t  he  might  produce  to  Rowan  to  con- 
vince him  he  might  talk  with  confidence  ? 

A.  I did. 
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QL  What  anfwer  did  y’achfon  give  to,  that  rcquefl  ? 

A.  I believe  he  gave  him  fome  paper. 

Q;  bid  you  fe.e  whether  he. gave  any i 

A.  i cannot  fwear  that  I faw  him  deliver  the  papers  Into  his 
hand,  < • , : - ■ ' , , . • 

Q.  )[)\A.Jachfon  tell  yoii  whether  he  had  delivered  them  ? 

A.  He  did  tell  me  that  he  had  delivered  fome  papers  to  Lewins'i 
and  that  he  wifhed  he  had  them  again.  • . » , . >. 

Q.  bid  he  tell  you, why  he .wifhe.d  to  have  them  again  ? j , . 

A.  . He  faid  he  would  not  truft  them  \vith  Lewinsy  if  he  had 
ihem  bacik*  i „ . i.  . . : ^ 

Did  he  tell  you  what  thofe  papers'  were  ? 

A.  He  did  not.  • 

Q2  Do  you  knovf  whether  he  ever  got  them  back  I 
A.  I believe  he  did.  ^ . • 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  whether  hie  did  61  hot  i 

A.  Not  directly  in  thofe  words. 

' Q.  In  what  .words, fen  ? , . . ...  u . = . . ; 

A.  I,  can  only  fay  I believe  he  did  get  them  hack  again,  but  I 
fcannot  fwear  that  Mr.  JackJon  faid  Mrt  Leuuins  has  given  me 
thefe  papefs.” — I have  every  reafon  to  believe  that  he  did  get  theiri 
back.  . 

, Q.  Can  yoii  recolleil  How  foort  after  yOur  arrival  this  conver- 
fation  was  ? ,,  •,  , , . « , 

A.’  Can  you  tell  me  the  date  of  oiir  arrival  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  GenernU  I am  hot  to  tell  you  any  thing. 

IVitnefs,  We  Arrived  6n  the  fecond  of  third,  and  I fliouldfiip- 
pofe  it  was  four  or  five  days  after,  but  I can’t  fpeak  poiitiVeo 
Qf  Had  yackfoh  ahy  interview  with  Rowan  T 
A.  He  had.  .. 

When  had  he  the  firf!  ? ' • 

A.  Do  you  alk  me  in  point  of  date  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  If  you  feCoHe^  how  fooh  after  the  coh- 
verfation  with 

A.  1 believe  a day  or  two  after  the  cohvef fation  with  LeUittis. 
Qj  You  believe  I 

A.  1 may  have  hurfied  myfelf  in  faying  believe } I knetif  that 
he  had  ap  interview.  ... 

Q.  Were  yoii  breferit  ? 

A.  Yes:  ^ ^ 

Q.  Had  he  hone  previous  to  that  “that  yoii  were  prefent  at  ? 

A.  I believe  he  had ; if  that  be'  nol  evidence,  I cannot  fit/ 
more. 

Q.  Did  Jackfon  fay  he  had  ah  interview  i 
A,  He  told  tne  he  had  feen  Mr.  Rowan* 


•i7S  • At^PENDIX,  No.  XXIt- 

Q.  That  was  before  you  were  prefent  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  And  either  a day  or  two  after  Lewlns  called  for  the  pa- 
pers ? 

A.  It  was. 

Did  Jachfon  tell  you  what  paflTed  between  him  and  Rowan 
at  that  interview,  or  any  part  of  it  ? 

A.  He  told  me  he  was  much  fatisfied  with  Mr.  Rowan  ; that 
his  manners  were  very  much  thofe  of  a gentleman,  I recollect 
nothing  more. 

Q.  Did  jfachfon  tell  you  whether  he  was  to  fee  Rowan  again 
or  not  ? 

A.  He  faid  he  was. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  when  that  meeting  was  to  be,  and  what  the 
obje6l:  of  it  was  ? 

A.  I don’t  think  he  faid  what  it  was — yes — he  faid  it  was  t# 
breakfaft. 

Qj.  He  did  not  tell  you  the  obje£l  ? 

A.  No,  I think  not. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  who  was  to  be  there  r 
> A.  No. 

Did  he  go  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  w'ent  there  certainly. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  ? 

A.  I went  with  him.  , 

Q.  How  foon  was  this  after  the  firfl  meeting  ? 

A.  Within  the  compafs  of  three  or  four  days,'  or,,  a week, 
certainly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other . perfon  with  Roivan  when  you  were 
there  ? 

A.  I really  believe— I can’t  fpeak  pofitive,  and  I’ll  tell  you 
why — there  was  two  or  three  meetings,  and  I can’t  tell  at  which 
— there  was  a relative  of  Mr.  Rowan^  I think  his  father  or  father- 
in-law. 

Q.  Did  that  relative  continue  during  the  whole  time  you  were 
there  ? 

A.  No — he  went  away. 

Qi  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  body  elfe  ? 

A.  I think  Mr.  Tone  was  there,  I cannot  pofitively  fwcar. 

Do  you  remember  what  was  the  fubjeCt  of -the  converfatioa 

there  ? 

J.  It  was  on  politics. 

What  politics  ? 

J.  Irijh  affairs.  ^ 

A.  In  what  refpe(fl '? 

4*  A great  deal  was  faid  about  the  Uniud  InJJomen,  of  which 


m 
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Mr.  Rowan  was  a member  ; fome  pamphlets  were  read,  and  fome 
other  matters  talked  of  between  them — and  there  was  a conver- 
fation  about  the  diffatisfaclion  of, the  people  in  fome  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

Were  you  prefent  at  a ^meeting  with  Jackfon  and  Rowan 
when  Tone  was  prefent  ? 

A,  I was 

Did  you  knaw,  previous  to  going,  who  was  to  be  there  ? - 

A,  I now  begin  to  recoiled,  but  1 am  not  pcfuiyely  certain, 
Jackfon  faid  "I'one  was  to  be  there. 

" Did  you  meet  any  perfon  there  ? 

A,  I met  Mr.  Tone  there. 

Lord  Clonmell.  Was  that  the  firft  meeting  or  the  feQond  ? 

A.  I am  not  fure  ; but  at  fome  meeting  I met  Mr.  Tone  there. 

Can  you  tell  for  what  piirpofe  Jackfon  vvent  to  meet  Tdne 
there,  or  for  what  purpofe  he  Was  there  ? 

A.  Mr.  Jackfon  did  npt  t^o  for  what  purpofe  he  was  to  be 
there.  ‘ 

Was  there  any  other  perfon  prefent  but  Tone,  Rowan,  Jack-, 
fon,  and  you  ? 

, A.  No. 

Cart  you  tell  vvhat  \yas  the  purport  of  the  conyerfatien  ?. 

A,  I lhali  be  very  little  able  to  complete  an  anfwer  to  that 
quedion,  becaufe  I did  not  particularly  with  to  make  myfelf  mafter 
of  that  converfatioii  in  toto. 

j^.  Be  pleafed,  to  inform  the  Court  what  you  do  recoiled  of ' 
that  converfatipn. 

A.  There  was  fome  paper  produced,  it.  was  in  the  hands  of 
Tone,  and  it  was  read  by  him  and  Rowan. 

Lord  Clonmell.  Read  aloud? 

A.  Not  fo  loud  that  I could  underfland  it. 

iV/r.  Attorney  General,  Did  you  fee  that  paper  again  at  any 
time  ? 

A.  I had  it  once.  ’ . . 

Would  you  knovy  it  agaip  ?•;  ‘ 

A.  I made  no  mark  on  it, 

Mr,  Attorney  General.  I did  not  alk  you.that. 

Witnejs.  If  I were  to  fee  it  I.would  make  you  an  anfwer  whe- 
ther I would  know  it  or  not  ; before  that  I cannot  give  an  anfwer. 

You  read  it  ? ' ' 

A,  No,  never. 

^ What  conyerfation  paded  at.the  meeting  where  Tone  was  ? 

I don’t  afk  you  the  particular  words. 

A.  The  converfation  among  the  three  was  the  forming  a plan, 
<?r  talking  of.  a plan,  to  fend  fomebody  to  France. 

Was  any  particular  perfon  mentioned  to  go  on  that  errand  ? 

Mr.  Yi?«ywas  alked  to  go. 


^to 
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What — to  go  ? 


Lord  CtouutLt, 

J,  To  go 

Mr,  Attorney  General,  For  what  purpofe  was  he  to  go  ? 

As  I iinderftood ’ ‘ ’ 

Did  yoW  uu'derftand  from  the  converfation  for  what  purpofe 

^one  vezs  to  goto  Finance' • . f > 

Mr,  Curran,  It  is  irrtpoflible  to  fufjain  the  qiicftion  that  is  pu|: 
in  law — did  he  underftand-Ax\s  hot’a  legal  queftion,  and  for  One 
tcafon  as  sood^s  a thoufand,  that  it  Would  be  irapolTible  to  indi£I 
a witnefs  Tor  perjury  upon  fuch  teftihridnyV 

The  Coiirt,  'Toil  need  not  go'  farther  into  the  objc£lion.  (To 
the  witnefs.)  Did  you  hear  the  converfation  ? ' ‘ 


J, 


‘Yes. 

Did  you  underftand  it  ? 


A,  Yes,  in  paift.  ' ■ 

How  do  you  mean  In  fart  ? 

A,  They  were  at  one  corner  of  the  room,  and  I in  another  with 
a'book  in  my  hand,  and  I did  not  hear  enough  to  ftate  what  they 

Taid;  '■  ■ ‘ ,r-.  

Mr  Attorney  General,  Do  you  know  for  what  purpofe  Tone 
was  to  go  to  - 

A,'\  cahhof  fay,  but  from  my  own  conje<5lure. 

J.  Did  Jack  fort  ever  tell  you  for  what  purpofe  Tone  was  to  go  ? 

. Never  dire'£lly  fo  ; but  from  what  I iinderftood  and  front 
general  converfations,  | am  well  fatisfied  what  ^the  purpofe  was 

jn  my  own  mind ^ . •>  ; ;• 

Tht^  Court,  What  did  he  fay  ? 

A,  r cannot' repeat  it,  • 

What  was  the  fubftantial  import? 

A,  The  fubftantial  import  was,  that  he  was  to^  go  to  prance 
with  a paper  as  J undeVftand — ^^thofe  papers  I never  faw. 

J§.  Did  Mr.  agree  to'^gb  ? ‘ ‘ 

A.  At  one  time  he  fajd  he  would,  at  another  time  he  receded  ^ 
he  gave  his  reafons  for  agreeing  to  go  and  for  reicedihgj  • 

' Mr,  Curran,  'WziMv,  JachJbfi 

A,  At  the  rcafops  that  he  .firft  gaye,  Mr.  Jacljon  was  not  prefent. 
Mr,  Attqrnej  General,  Where  Was  it } ■ . . . ^ . 

A.  At  Newgate,  ' • ' ' 

Q.  Had  you  a meeting  with  Tone  and  Rowan  when  Jackfoij 
was  not  prefent  ? ‘ " 

A.  Yes.  ... 

Did  you  ever  hear  Tone  give  any  reafons  for  going  or  no^ 
going  when  Jackfon  was  prefent  ' ' ‘ - ' ‘ 

w A.  Yes,  Sir,  > - : j 

Q.  Where  was  that  ? 

A.  At  Newgate. 

Q.  Who  was  prefent 
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A*  Mr.  Rowan,  Mr.  Tone,  and  I. 

Q:  Jackfon  prefent  ? 

A.  I think  he  was [This  evidence  was  obje£led  to.] 

Q.  Were  you  at  Rowan’s  lodgings  at  Newgate  at  any  other 
meeting  than  thofe  you  have  mentioned  ? 

A.  How  many  have  I mentioned  r 

Q.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  other  perfon  befidcs  Tone  at  Rowan’s; 
lodgings  in  Newgate  ? 
i ’ A.  Yes,  I faw  Dr,  Reynolds. 

‘Was  Tone  prefent  at  either  of  them  ? 

'A.  Once  he  was. 

Q.  How  often  ? 

A.  Once,  .if  not  twice, 

Q,  Did  you  Tec  him  there  more  than  once  ? 

A.  I think  twice-— ’tis  a year  ago,  and  I have  had  that  on  my 
mind  fince,  that  has  fliatteted  my  memory  very  much. 

Was  Jackfon  prefent  at  either  of  thofe  meetings  that  Reynolds 
was  at  ? 

' A.  i don’t  know  how  to  fwear  pofitivcly — I think  he  was. 

Q.  Did  you  go  alone  to  the  meeting  ? 

A.  I can’t  tell— -I  was  alone  more  than  once  at  Mr.  Rowan  s. 
Talk  you  did  you  go  alone  to  the  meeting  at  which  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds was  prefent  ? 

' A.‘  If  I could  have  anfwcrcd  that  queftion  I would  have  faved 

you  the  trouble  of  repeating  it. 

Q.  What  converfation  palfed  between  Rowan y Reynolds y and 
^oncy  when  you  faw  them  together? 

[Counfel  for  the  prifoncr  objedled  to  this  qu^ftion,  Jackfon  not 
^^eing  proved  to  have  been  prelent. J 

Q.  Had  you  any  converfation  with  Jackfon  refpc£ting  Dr. 
Reynolds  ? 

' A.  { had. 

What  was  the  fiibftancc  of  it  ? 

A.  The  Tubdance  of  it'  was,  as  to  his  being  a proper  or  an  im- 
proper perfon  to  go  to  France, 

^uefllon  6y  the  Court.  What  did  Jackfon  fay  on  that  fubjetff  ? 

A.  Mr.  Jackfon  Taid  he  did  not  fo  much  approve  of  him  as  of 
Mr.  Tone,  ^ ‘ ” 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Did  he  tcjl  you  why  ; 

A.  1 cannot  anfwcr  that  he  told  me  why— the  reafon  why,  I 
thought,  I am  convinced — * 

‘ Q;  Did  Jackfon  tell  you  bn  what  errand  Reynolds  was  to  have 
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A.  The  fame  of  T mes, 

Q.  What  was  that  ? 

A.  To  carry  fome  paper  to  France. 

^uejiion  by  the  Court.  How  do  you  know  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  paper,  whatever  it  was,  was  drawn  In  Newgate 
while  I was  there. 

Do  you  know  this  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  did  Jackjoti 
tell  you  ? 

A,  I cannot  fay  that  he  told  me  fo  in  hac^verha. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  fubftantially  what  you  heard  from  the  pri- 
foner  ? 

A.  In  fubftance,  it  was,  that  he  was  to  go  to  Frame  with  fome 
inflruclions  to  the  French.  It  is  very  difficult  to  repeat  converfa- 
tions  with  accuracy  ; I have  heard  this  in  many  alternate  conver“ 
fations  with  JachJon^  with  TonCy  with  Reynolds,  and  with  Rowan. 

Mr.  Curran.  My  client  is  to  be  affe61ed  by  no  conyerfation 
that  is  not  fown  to  have  been  in  his  prefence;  the  wiineri,  fays 
there  were  fome  converfations  at  wffiich  he  w’as  not  prefr  ut,  and 
therefore  it  is  necelTary  the  witnefs  fhould  fvvear  pofiiively  that 
yackfon  was  prefent,  when  any  thing  rcfpe6ling  thofe  iniirucdions 
paiTed. 

Witnefs.  Originally  Tone  was  to  have  gone,  but  he  left  Dublin. 
abruptly  without  faying  whether  he  would  or  would  not  go,  and 
then  Mr.  Rowan  applied  to  Dr.  Reynolds  I believe.  It  I am  not 
point  blank  in  my  anfwers,  you  will  let  me  tell  why  I am  not  fo, 
for  I would  not  leave  the  Court  under  the  impreffion  that  I would 
wilfully  conceal  any  thing. 

Q;  Then  Jachfon  told  you  that  Reynolds  was  to  go  to  France, 
and  take  a paper ; did  you  learn  from  him  in  converfation  what 
that  paper  was  ? 

A.  So  many  converfations  w'e  have  had,  that  it  draws  me  into, 
3l  maze  which  of  them  I Oiall  think  of.  I was  many  weeks  in 
company  with  the  prifoner,  and  the  fubjeib  was  talked  of  repeat- 
edly.  1 cannot  tell  the  precife  words. 

Q.  You  mihake  me  ; I afk  you  of  converfations  in  general  be- 
tween you  zndjackfon. Did  he  ever  tell  you  for  what  purpofe. 

Reynolds  was  to  be  fent  to  France  f 

k.  d'o  take  fome  written  paper  with  him,  to  the  French  Con- 
vention I believe  ; I cannot  fay  pofi'tively. 

Qj  Did  Jachfon  tell  you  at  any  time  or  in  any  converfation  for 
what  purpofe  Reynolds  w'as  to  go  ? 

A.  I don’t  know  how  to  anfwer,  there  are  fo  many  anfwers  tq 
be  given  this  tjuellion. 
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Z,^?r^CLONMELL.  Did  you  draw  any  inference  from  thefe  con- 
Verfations  for  what  purpofe  he  was  to  be  fent  ? 

Mr.  Curran,  I beg  your-  Lordfhip’s  pardon  ; but  the  witnefs 
will  conceive  that  he  has  a right  to  give  his  own  opinion  in  anfwsr 
to  that  queftion. 

Lord  Clonmell.  Did  you  underfland  unequivocally  from 

thofc  converfations  what  he  was  to  be  fent  for did  yackfon  ever 

tell  you  for  what  purpofe,  or  to  whom  Reynolds  or  Tone  were 
to  go?  ' 

A.  They  were  to  go  to  France, 1 cannot  tell  in  what  words 

to  put  my  anfwer — I cannot  fay  to  whom  they  were  to  go  ; if  I 
was  to  fay  one  perfon,  I might  be  wrong,  for  it  was  my  own  un- 
derftanding  of  it.  1 underftood  from  general  converfations  con- 
ftantly  had,  that  they  were  to  go  with  fome  papers  to  France.  I 
cannot  repeat  Jack/on  s words,  my  own  words  will  be  my  under- 
ftanding  of  his  words. 


Attorney  General.  The  witnefs  faid  he  had  already  heard  fo  in 
alternate  converfations  with  Jackfony  Toncy  &c. 

Witnejs,  I adhere  to  that  ftill. 

Clonmell.  “ With  inftrudlions  for  French'* 

for  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  I lhall  there  catch  up  what  I faid  before — : — I underftood 
they  were  to  have  written  inftrudions  for  the  Frenchy  but  what 
they  were  I don’t  know. 


Attorney  General,  To  what  part  of  France  was  the  meffenger  to 


go  t 


A.  I underftood  they  were  to  go  to  Paris, 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  underftand  that  ? 

A;  From  them  all.  ^ - 

Q.  Did  either  Tone  or  Reynolds  receive  any  encouragement  to 
go  ? ' • 

^ A.  Yes. 


Q;  Either  Tone  or  Reynolds  in  your  prefence  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  whom  ? 

A.  By  the  prifoner  and  Roiuan 

Q.  What  were  the  encouragements  that  JacUon  held  out  to 
Lone  f 

A.  That  he  wouW  find  the  French  a generous,  and,  I,  think,  a 
brave  people— a generous  people. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  thing  ?n  the  ebnverfation  that  led  ^dchjon  to 
fay  that  ? 

A.  What  brought  that  fpeech  from  Jkickfon  I prefume,  was  ow- 
ing to  the  difficulties  that  "T^tis  raifec  to  his  goin^*' 

Q.  What  were  they } 

A.  A wife  and  family. 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  mentioned  ? 

A.  The  lofs  of  opportunities  which'  m/ght  Vefy  likely  arife  from 
his  remaining  in  this  kingdom. 

Q.  Did  JachJon  give  Reynolds  encouragement  to  go,  or  ufe  ariy 
perfuafions  ? 

A.  Not  much — he  dM  not  like  him ; he  wouW  rather  have 
had  Tone. 
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State  of  Ireland y prepared  for  the  Pitrpofe  of  being  fent  to  France  ly 
Dr.  Jachfony  and  proved  on  his  Trial. 

‘‘  THE  fituation  of  Ireland  and  England  is  fundamentally 
different  in  this — the  government  of  England  is  national,  that  of 
Ireland  provincial.  The  intereft  of  the  firfl  is  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  people — of  the  laft,  direftly  oppofite.  ITe  people  ol  Ire- 
land are  divided  into  three  fedls  ; the  eflabliflted  church,  the 
dilfenters,  and  the  catholics  ; the  firfl,  infinitely  the  fmallefl  por- 
tion, have  engrofied,  be  Tides  the  whole  church  patronage,  ail  the 
profits  and  honours  of  the  country  exclufively,  and  a very  great 
Ihare  of  the  landed  property.  They  are  of  courfe  arifiocrats,  ad- 
verfe  to  any  change,  and  decided  enemies  to  the  French  revolution. 
The  diffenters,  which  are  much  more  numerous,  are  the  inofl  en- 
lightened body  of  the  nation  ; they  are  flcady  rejmblicans,  devoted 
to  liberty,  and,  through  all  the  flagcs  of  the  French  revolution^ 
have  been  enthufiaftically  attached  to  it.  The  catholics,  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  arc  in  the  lovvefl  degree  of  ignorance,  and  are 
ready  for  any  change,  becaufe  no  change  can  make  them  worfe. 
The  whole  peafantry  of  Ireland,  the  moil  oppreffed  and  wretched 
in  Europe,  may  be  faid  to  be  catholic.  They  have  within  thefe 
two  years  received  a certain  degree  of  informiation,  and  manifefted 
a proportionate  degree  of  difeentent  by  various  infurredlions,  &c. 
They  are  a bold  hardy  race,  and  make  excellent  foldiers.  There 
is  no  where  a higher  fpirit  of  ariflocracy  than  in  all  the  privileged 
orders,  the  clergy  and  gentry  of  Ireland,  down  to  the  very  loweff, 
to  countervail  which,  there  appears  now  a fpirit  rifing  in  the  people 
which  never  exifeed  before,  but  which  is  fpreading  mofl  rapidly,  as 
appears  by  the  Defenders,  as  they  are  called,  and  other  infurgents. 
If  the  people  of  Ireland  be  4,500,000,  as  it  feems  probable  they  are, 
the  cflablilhed  church  may  be  reckoned  at  450,000,  the  dilfenters 
'at  900,000,  the  catholics  at  3,150,000.  The  prejudices  in  Eng- 
land arc  adverfe  to  the  French  nation  under  whatever  form  of  go- 
vernment. It  feems  idle  to  fuppofe  the  prfefent  rancour  againfl 
the  French  is  owing  merely  to  their  being  republicans  ; it  has  been 
cherifhed  by  the  manners  of  four  centuries,  and  aggravated  by  con- 
tinual wars.  It  is  morally  certain  that  any  invafion  of  England 
would  unite  all  ranks  in  oppofition  to  the  invaders.  In  Ireland, 
a conquered,  opprefied,  and  infulted  country,  th^  name  of  England 
and  her  powder  is  iiniverfally  odious,  fave  with  thofe  who  have  an 
interefl  in  maintaining  it : a body,  howeveV,  only  formidable  from 
fituation  and  property,  but  which  the  firfl  convulfion  would  level 
in  the  dufl;  on  the  contrary,  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land would  be  ready  to  throw  off  the  yoke  in  this  country,  if  they 
faw  any  force  fufficiently  flrong  to  refort  to  for  defence  until  ar- 
rangements could  be  made.  The  dilfenters  are  enemies  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  power  from  rcafpn  and  from  refleflion,  the  catholics  from  a 
hatred  of  the  Englifh  name  j in  a word,  the  prejudices  of  one 
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country  are  direclly  adverfe,  of  the  other  dire£lly  favourable  to  aa 
invafion.  The  government  of  Ireland  is  only  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a government  of  force ; the  moment  a fuperior  force  appears,  it 
•would  tumble  at  once,  as  being  founded  neither  in  the  interefts  nor 
in  the  affedlions  of  the  people.  It  may  be  faid,  the  people  of 
Ireland  Ibovv'no  political  exertion.  In  the  fird  place,  public  fpirit 
is  completely  deprelfed  by  the  recent  perfecutions  of  feveral.  The 
convention  ad,  the  gunpowder,  &c.  &c.  declarations  of  govern- 
ment, parliamentary  unanimity,  or  declarations  of  grand  Juries, 
all  proceeding  from  aridocrats,  whofe  intered  is  adverfe  to  that 
of  the  people,  and  who  think  fuch  condu£l  necedary  for  their 
fecurity,  are  no  obdacles;  the  weight  of  fuch  men  falls  in  the 
general  welfare,  and  their  owm  tenantry  and  dependents  would 
defert  and  turn  againd  them.-Thc  people  have  no  way  of  expreding 
their  difcpntent  civiliter^  which  is  at  the  fame  time  greatly  aggra- 
vated by  thofe  meafures,  and  they  are  on  the  other  hand  in  that 
Je^ni-barbarous  date  which  is  of  all  others  the  bed  adapted  tor 
making  war.  The  fpirit  of  Ireland  cannot  therefore  be  calculated 
from  newfpaper  publications,  county  meetings,  &c.  at  which  the 
gentry  only  meet  and  fpeak  for  themfelves.  They  are  fo  fituated, 
that  they  have  but  one  way  left  to  make  their  fentiments  known, 
and  that  is  by  war.  The  church  edablilhment  and  tithes  are  very 
fevere  grievances,  and  have  been  the  caufe  of  numberlefs  local  in- 
furredions  ; in  a word,  from  reafon,  reflection,  intered,  prejudice, 
the  fpirit  of  change,  the  mifery  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  nation,  and 
above  all,  the  hatred  of  the  Englilh  name  rcfulting  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  near  feven  centuries,  there  feems  little  doubt  but  an  in- 
vafion and  fufficient  force  would  be  fupported  by  the  people. 
There  is  fcarce  any  army  in  the  country,  and  the  militia,  the  bulk 
of  whom  are  catholics,  would  to  a moral  certainty  refufe  to  aCf,  * 
if  they  faw  fuch  a force  as  they  could  look  to  for  fupport.’^ 

The  above  extracts  are  taken  from  the  report  of  the  trial  of  Dr* 
jfackfon,  by  MefJ'rs.  Ridgway,  Schoalesy  and  Lappy  and publifhed 
by  J.  Exjhawy  Dublin. 


No.  XXIIL 

Copies  of  the  following  were  found  in  feveral  Places, 
Injlrudlions  drawn  up  by  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Leinjlery  l^ih 

April 

Provincial,  19th  April  1798. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

id.  A return  of  rnufkets  in  each  regiment. 

2d.  Six  good  flints  and  a fufficient  quantity  of  powder  for  each 
mulket  to  be  got  direCtly. 

' 2 3d. 
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3d.  A man  to  be  got  in  each  regiment  or  barony  who  under- 
stands making  ball  cartridges;  and  a cartridge  flick  to  be  got  for 
each  company,  the  men  to  indriKSt  others  in  making  cartridges.. 

4th.  One  bullet  mould  mull  be  had  for  each  company  at  leaft. 

5th.  Powder  for  each  regiment,  to  be  kept  if  poUible  by  the  co- 
lonel, or  fome  other  Ihop-keeper  who  can  be  depended  on  ; the 
powder  by  no  means  to  be  buried. 

6thi  Each  regiment  to  find  a peiTon  who  has  ferved  in  the  army 
or  militia,  to  a£l  as  adjutant : this  man  to  drill  the  captains,  who  are 
todrill  the  ferjeants,  who  are  to  drill  the  men  ; the  adjutant  to  go 
through  the  companies  by  rotation,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  baronial 
committee. 

7th.  A ftandard  to  be  got  for  each  company  ten  feet  long,  with  a 
pike  in  the  end;  the  flag  to  be  of  green  ifuff  about  two  feet  fquare. 

8th.  Each  company  to  provide  a horn,  a bugle-horn  if  poflible, 
if  not  a cow’s^horn  ; the  perfon  appointed  to  have  them  to  learn 
three  founds,  firff  an  aflfembly,  fecond  a charge,  third  a call  of 
captains  to  alTemble. 

9th.  Every  man  to  provide  himfelf  with  a havre^fack,  and  if 
poflible  to  have  conftantly  by  him  at  leaf!  a week’s  provifion. 

lOth.  Every  man  to  keep  kettles  or  pots  in  readinefs. 

nth.  Every  ferjeant’s  diviflon  to  be  provided  with  one  fhovel, 
every  fecond  diviflon  with  one  fork,  every  third  with  one  pick, 
every  diviflon  with  one  bill-hook,  and  every  company  with  one  ajee. 

I2th.  Every  company  to  have  one  good  car  and  horfe,  both  in 
good  and  perfedl  order  for  work. 

13th.  Every  man  to  provide  himfelf  with  ftraps  to  carry  his 
greatcoat  or  blankets,  alfo  fmall  flraps  tor  his  can  and  fpoon. 

14th.  A bit  of  green  fluff  or  any  other  colour  to  be  faftened  at 
the  end  of  each  pike,  as  it  has  a great  effedl  in  frightening  the  horfes 


of  cavalry. 

Colonels. 

In  hands. 

Carlow,  I. 

£•  d. 

c 

s. 
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8596  3 

5h  17  6 
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The  Declaration^  RefolutlonSy  and  Conjlitutlony  of  the  Societies  of 
United'  Irljhrnen, 

DECLARATION  and  RESOLUTIONS. 

IN  the  prefent  sera  of  reform,  when  unjufl  governments  are 
falling  in  every  quarter  of  Europe;  when  religious  perfecution 
is  compelled  to  abjure  her  tyranny  over  confcicnce  ; when  the 
rights  of  men  are  afeertained  in  theory,  and  that  theory  fubftan- 
tiated  by  practice  ; when  antiquity  can  no  longer  defend  abfurd 
and  opprelfive  forms,  againft  the  common  fenfe  and  common  in- 
terePis  of  mankind  ; when  all  governments  are  acknowledged  to 
originate  from  the  people,  and  to  be  fo  far  only  obligatory,  as 
they  protect  their  rights  and  promote  their  welfare  : we  think  it 
our  duty  as  Iriflimcn  to  come  forward,  and  date  what  we  feel  to 
be  our  heavy  grievance,  and  what  we  know  to  be  its  efreclual 
remedy:  we  have  no  national  government;  we  are  ruled  by 
Englilhmen  and  the  fervants  of  Englilhmen,  whofe  object  is  the 
intered;  of  another  country;  wdiofe  inftrument  is  corruption,  and 
whofe  ftrength  is  the  weaknefs  of  Ireland  ; and  thefe  men  have 
the  whole  of  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  country,  as  means 
to  feduce  and  fubdue  the  honelly  of  her  reprefentatives  in  the  le- 
giflature.  — Such  an  extrinfic  power  ading  wdth  uniform  force,  in 
a diredion  too  frequently  oppofite  to  the  true  line  of  our  ob- 
vious interelfs,  can  be  refilled  with  effed  folely  by  unanimity^, 
decifion^  2lv,(\  Jpirlty  in  xht  people  \ qualities  which  may  be  exerted 
mofl  legally,  conftitutionaliy,  and  efficacioufly,  by  that  great 
meafure,  eifeniial  to  the  profperity  and  freedom  of  Ireland — an 
equal  reprefentation  of  all  the  people  in  parliament. 

Impreffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  w'e  have  agreed  to  form  an 
alTociation,  to  be  called  the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  : and  we 
do  pledge  ourfelves  to  our  country,  and  mutually  to  each  other, 
that  we  will  fleadiiy  fupport,  and  endeavour  by  all  due  means  to 
carry  into  effed  the  following  refolutinns  : 

lit.  Refolved,  That  the  weight  of  Englifh  influence  in  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  is  fo  great,  as  to  require  a cordial  wiion 
among  <^//  the  people  of  Ireland^  to  maintain  that  balance  wTich  is 
elfcntial  to  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties  and  extenfion  of  our 
commerce. 

2d.  That  the  foie  conflitiitional  mode  by  which  this  influence 
can  be  oppoLd  is  by  a complete  and  radical  reform  of  the  repre* 
fentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 

3d.  That  no  reform  is  pradicable,  efficacious,  or  jufl,  which 
ffiail  not  hiclude  Irifhmen  of  every  religious  perfuafion. 

Satisfied;, 
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Satisfied,  as  we  are,  that  the  intcfilne  divifions  among  Irifhmen 
have  too  ottea  given  encouragement  and  impunity  to  profligate, 
audacious,  and  corrupt  adminiilrations,  in  meafures  which,  but 
for  thefe  divifions,  they  durii:  not  have  attempted  ; wc  fiihmit 
our  refolutions  to  the  nation  as  the  bafis  of  our  political  faith. 
We  have  gone  to  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  root  of  the  evil. 
We  liave  Hated  what  we  conceive  to  be  remedy.  With  a parlia- 
ment thus  formed,  every  thing  is  eafy — without  it,  nothing  can  be 
(lone  : — and  we  do  call  on,  and  moft  earnelfly  exhort  our  country- 
men in  general,  to  follow  our  example,  and  to  form  fimilar  fo- 
cieties  In  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  promotion  of 
conllitutional  knowledge,  the  abolition  of  bigotry  in  religion  and 
politics,  and  the  equal  diftribution  of  the  rights  of  man  through- 
out all  feds  and  denominations  of  Iriflimen.  The  people,  when 
thus  colleded,  will  feel  their  own  weight,  and  fecure  that  power 
which  theory  has  .already  admitted  as  their  portion,  and  to  which, 
if  they  be  not  aroufed  by  their  prefent  provocations  to  vindicate 
it,  they  deferve  to  forfeit  their  pretenfions  for  ever. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ift.  This  fociety  is  conftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  forwarding  a 
brotherhood  of  alfedion,  a communion  of  rights,  and  an  union 
of  power  amongTrilhmen  of  every  religious  perfuafion  ; and 
thereby  to  obtain  a complete  reform  in  the  iegiflature,  founded  on 
the  principles  ofi  civil,  political,  and  religious  liberty. 

2d.  Every  candidate  for  admiflion  into  this  fociety  fliall  be  pro- 
pofed  by  one  member  and  feconded  by  another,  both  of  whom 
fhall  vouch  for  his  charader  and  principles.  The  candidate  to 
be  ballotted  for  on  the  fociety ’s  fubfequent  meeting,  and  if  one  of 
the  beans  fhall  be  black,  he  fhall  ftand  rejeded. 

3d.  Each  fociety  fhall  fix  upon  a weekly  fubfeription  fuited  to 
the  circumftances  and  convenience  of  its  numbers,  which  they 
fhall  regularly  return  to  their  baronial  by  the  proper  officer. 

4th,  The  officers  of  this  fociety  fhall  be  a fecretary  and  trea- 
furer,  who  fhall  be  appointed,  by  ballot  every  three  months:  on 
every  firff  meeting  in  November,  February,  May,  and  Auguft. 

5th.  A fociety  fliall  confift  of  no  more  than  twelve  members, 
and  thofe  as  nearly  as  polfible  of  the  fame  flreet  or  neighbour- 
hood, whereby  they  may  be  all  thorouglily  known  to  each  other, 
and  their  condud  be  fubjed  to  the  cenforial  check  of  all. 

6th.  Every  perfon  eleded  a member  of  this  fociety  fhall,  pre- 
vious to  his  admiflion,  take  the  following  tejl.  But  in  order  to  ' 
diininilh  rifk,  it  fliall  be  taken  in  a feparate  apartment,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  perfons  who  propofed  and  feconded  him  only  ; af- 
ter which  the  new  member  fhall  be  brought  into  the  body  of  the 
fociety,  and  there  vouched  for  by  the  fame. 


TEST. 


6 Appendix,  No.  XXIV. 

TEST. 

‘‘  In  the  awful  prefence  of  God, 

r,  hi  B.  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I will  perfeverc  in 
endeavouring  to  form  a brotherhood  of  afFe6lion  among  Irifli- 
men  of  every  religious  perfuafion,  and  that  1 will  alfo  perfe* 
vere  in  iny  endeavours  to  obtain  an  equal,  full,  and  adequate 
reprefentation  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland.  I do  further  de- 
clare, that  neither  hopes,  fears,  rewards,  or  punifhments, 
fhall  ever  induce  me,  dire<5lly  or  indireftly,  to  inform  on  or 
give  evidence  again!!  any  member  or  members  of  this  or  fimi- 
lar  focieties  for  any  a61:  or  expreilion  of  theirs,  done  or  made 
colle£Iively  or  individually  in  or  out  of  this  fociety,  in  purfu-. 
ance  of  the  fpirit  of  this  obligation.” 

yth.  No  perfon,  though  he  Biall  have  taken  the  iejl,  will  be 
confidered  as  an  United  Irifliman  until  he  has  contributed  to  the 
funds  of  the  inilitution,  or  longer  than  he  fliall  continue  to  pay 
fuch  contribution. 

8th.  No  communication  relating  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  (hall  be  made  to  any  United  Irifliman  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever, except  in  his  own  fociety  or  committee,  or  by  fome  mem- 
ber of  his  own  fociety  or  committee. 

9th.  When  the  fociety  Ihall  amount  to  the  number  of  twelve 
members,  it  fhall  be  equally  divided  by  lot  (focieties  in  country 
places  to  divide  as  may  befl  fuit  their  local  fituationj ; that  is,  the 
names  of  all  the  members  fhall  be  put  into  a hat  or  box,  the  fecre- 
tary  or  treafurer  fhall  draw  out  fix  individually,  which  fix  fhall 
be  confidered  the  fenior  fociety,  and  the  remaining  fix  the  junior, 
who  fhall  apply  to  the  baronial  committee,  through  the  delegates 
of  the  fenior  fociety,  for  a number.  This  mode  ftiall  be  pur-? 
fued  until  the  whole  neighbourhood  is  organized. 

Order  of  Bufinefs  at  Meetings, 

ifl.  New  members  read  declaration  and  teft,  during  which 
fubferiptions  to  be  colledled. 

2d.  Reports  of  committees  received. 

3d.  Communications  called  for. 

4th.  Candidates  ballotted  for. 

5th.  Candidates  propofed. 

Conflitution  of  Committees. 

Baronial  Committees. 

I ft.  When  any  barony  or  other  diftri(ft:  fhall  contain  from 
four  to  ten  foe  ieties,  the  fecretaries  of  thefe  fhall  conftitute  a 
lower  baronial  committee  ; they  fhould  not  exceed  ten,  and  be 
numbered  in  the  order  of  their  formation. 

2d. 
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I 2d.  An  upper  baronial  to  confifl;  of  ten  fecretaries  from  ten 
I lower  baronials. 

i 3d.  Baronial  committees  fhall  receive  delegates  from  focieties 
I of  a contiguous  barony,  provided  faid  barony  did  not  contain 
! . four  focieties. 

County  Committees, 

ift.  When  any  county  fliall  contain  four  or  more  upper  baro- 
nial committees,  their  fecretaries  fliall  alfemble  and  chufe  depu- 
ties to  form  a county  committee. 

2d.  County  committees  (liall  receive  delegates  from  baronial 
committees  of  adjacent  counties,  If  faid  counties  do  not  con- 
tain four  baronial  committees. 

Provincial  Committees. 

ift.  When  two  or  more  counties  fhall  have  county  commit- 
tees, two  perfons  fliall  be  eledled  by  ballot,  from  each,  to  form 
a provincial  committee  (for  three  months).  ' 

2d.  Delegates  from  county  committees  in  other  provinces  will 
be  received,  if  fuch  provinces  do  not  contain  two  county  com- 
mittees. 

National  Committee. 

That  when  two  provincial  committees  are  formed  they  (ball 
cledl  five  perfons  each  by  ballot  to  form  a national  committee. 

^ Societies  firft  meetings  in  November,  February,  May, 
and  Auguft,  to  be  on  or  before  the  5th,  baronial  committees  on 
or  before  the  8th,  county  committees  on  or  before  the  25th  of 
the  above  months. 

Baronial,  county,  and  provincial  committees  fhall  meet  at  leaft 
once  in  every  month,  and  report  to  their  conftituents. 

Names  of  committee-men  fhould  not  be  known  by  any  perfon 
but  by  thofe  who  eledl  them. 

Tefl  for  Secretaries  of  Societies  or  Committees. 

‘‘In  the  aw'ful  pre  fence  of  God, 

I,  A.  B.  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  as  long  as  1 fliall  hold 
the  office  of  fecretary  to  this  I will,  to  the  utmoft  of 

my  abilities,  faithfully  difcharge  the  duties  thereof. 

“ That  all  papers  or  documents  received  by  me  as  fecretary  I 
will  in  fafety  keep  ; I wdll  not  give  any  of  them,  or  any  copy  or 
copies  of  them,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  members  or  others, 
but  by  a vote  of  this  ■ and  that*I  will  at  the  expira- 
tion of  my  fecretaryfhip  deliver  up  to  this  ' all  fuch 

papers  as  may  be  then  in  my  pofTeffion.” 


RECAPI, 
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' RECAPITULA'I'ION. 

Societies  to  confift  of  not  Irfs  than  four,  nor  more  than 
twelve,  complete  twelve  ; under  baronials  of  not  lefs  than  four 
fecretaries  ot  focieties,  nor  more  than  ten,  cop’pleie  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty;  upper  baronials  of  not  lefs  than- four  baronial 
fecretaries,  nor  more  than  ten,  complete  one  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred. 

An  Addrejs  of  the  County  Committee  of  Dublin  City  to  their  Confix 
tuents  ; and  an  Appendix  to  our  glorious  ConfiivJion. 

MANY  hardfhips  and  perfecutions  having  been,  and  hill 
continue  to  be  fulfered  by  the  brotherhood,  partly  occaiioi.ed  by 
the  mifgiiided  zeal  of  fome  of  its  members  ; partly  by  the  incau- 
tious and  indiferiminate  admiflion  of  perfons,  without  due  regard 
having  been  Iiad  to  their  moral  charadfer,  or  lufficient  previous 
knowledge  of  their  political  fentiments  and  patriolifm  ; and 
partly  by  the  arts  and  wicked  contrivances  of  our  enemies^  to 
defeat  our  honeft  purfuits,  by  which  w’e  hope  to  refeue  our  coun- 
try from  the  fyhem  of  corruption  which,  lias  nearly  dehroyed  it 
your  comtnittee  think  It  necehary  to  recommend  fome  alterations 
as  remedies  tolhofe  evils,  and  as  the  means  of  rehoring  confi- 
dence, renewing  exertions,  and  enabling  focieties  and  commit- 
tees to  meet  wdth  eafe  and  fafety  in  future. 

We  recommend,  in  the  moft  earneh  manner,  your  conhant 
recolleclion  of  your  folemn  obligation , to  promote  a brother- 
h.ood  of  affeftion  amongh  Irihimcn  of  every  religious  perfua- 
lion  ; fuffer  it  not  to  be  a mere  proleffion,  but  realifc  it  by  every 
aCf  of  benevolence  and  kindnefs  to  each  other,  as  circumhances 
hiall  enable -you,  and  as  you  would  do  to  your  natural  brothers. 
Union  and  love  arc  the  foundations  of  your  alfociation,  and  they 
cannot  be  too  hrongly  or  too  frequently  inculcated,  in  and  out  of 
your  meetings. 

Be  fober,  and  promote  fobriety'in  all  your  circles;  by  the 
obfervance  of  this,  many  inconveniences  and  much  hazard  wdll 
be  avoided,  and  more  good  to  yourfelves  and  lofs  to  your  enemies 
will  be  thereby  effeefed,  than  can  pofTibiy  be  caiciilated;  to  the 
fame  end  it  is  recommended  to  abftain  as  much  as  pcfiible  from 
the  confumption  of  excifeable  articles,  or  thofe  which  pay  high 
ciiftomary  duties,  fuch  as  uuinCf  fpiritSy  fugar,  tobacco,  (Ac. : you 
will  thereby  dry  up  the  fprings  and  fources  ot  corj'uption,  that 
pow’erful  engine  in  the  hands  of  yoiir  cruel  and  implacable  ene- 
mies. A government  which  draws  its  refourccs  from  vice  ffuch  as 
GAMBLING  and  drunkenness),  muft  fall  fo  foon  as  the  peo- 
ple become  virtuous. 

We  recommend  the  patriotic  practice  of  preferring,  on  all 
rcafonable  cccafions,  the  mianufadlures  and  prcdufls  of  your  own 

country, 
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country,  to  thofe  of  that  country  from  whence  our  flavery  is  de- 
rived, and  the  government  of  which  is  our  only  natural  enemy, 

Banilh  all  violent  and  intemperate  language  from  your  meetings: 
be  affured,  nothing  can  injure  the  caufe  of  liberty  more  than 
fuch  converfations ; whoever  perfiits  in  fuch,  mull  either  be  dif- 
honett  or  indifcreet,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided. 
Violent  and  intemperate  language  is  affe6fed  by  fpies  or  enemies^ 
and  Ihould  therefoie  be  watched or  where  it  is  caufed  by  intempe- 
rate zeal,  it  ought  to.be  correcled  ; for  in  this  cafe  it  has  afforded 
but  too  much  occafion  to  your  enemies  to  calumniate  your  honeft 
purpofes. 

'APPENDIX, 

Diminifh,  as  much  as  pofhble,  the  rifk  of  giving  or  taking  the 
TE' r ; lor  this  purpofe,  therefoie,  we  recommend  that  when  any 
perfon  has  been  admitted  a member  of  a fociety,  and  is  to  take  the 
TEST,  the  pradficc  Ihould  be,  that  it  be  taken  in  the  prefence  of 
his  triend  only  who  pro[)of-d  him,  or  of  fuch  other  member  of 
the  fociety,  as  he  may  prefer  for  that  purpofe.  It  is  likewife 
flrongly  recommended,  that  one  black  bean  Ihould  exclude  from 
admillion. 

Avoid,  as  much  as  poflible,  meetings  in  public  houfes,  either 
of  focieties  or  committees,  becaufe  they  might  be  attended  with 
much  danger,  and  the  occafions  of  meeting  induce  no  fuch  ne- 
celTity  ; a few  minutes  in  any  convenient  place  will  be  fufficient 
for  a fmall  number  of  men  to  confer  on  the  objects  of  their  deli- 
beration. 

As  it  appear.sfrom  good  foundation,  that  an  irregular  fyftem  of 
finance  has  produced  a great  wafle  and  dlffipation  of  the  funds,  it 
is  our  decided  opinion,  that  no  fociety,  committee,  or  treafurer, 
under  any  pretence,  Ihould  be  allowed  to  apply  the  money  palling 
through  itf.tir  or  his  hands,  to  any  occafion  whatever;  but  that 
the  whole  of  the  fubfcriptlons  lltould  pafs  unimpaired  to  the  county 
committee,  who  Ihould  be  obliged,  lu  repofting  back  to  the  fo- 
cieiies,  to  account  for  the  difpofal  of  fuch  finances  ; of  courfe  all 
applications  for  pecuniary  aid  Ihould  be  made  to  the  county  com- 
mittee, to  which  all  the  necellities  of  the  political  alTcciation  mult 
be  reported.  The  focieties  are  earneltly  called  upon  to  exert 
thcmfelves  with  zeal  and  diligence,  in  paying  and  forwarding 
their  fubferiptions,  for  the  demands  are  of  the  utmolf  urgency  ; 
the  fufferings  and  affliclions  of  the  brotherhood  -greatly  require 
alleviation. 

It  is  alfo  ftrongly  recommended,  that  each  fociety  lhall  fix  upoa 
a weekly  fubfcription,  fuited  to  the  circumltances  and  conveni- 
ence of  its  members,  which  they  lhall  regularly  return  to  their 
baronial  by  the  proper  officer^ 
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Your  focieties  fhould  be  new-modelled  immediately;  and  on 
the  moll  mature  deliberation,  and  all  circumftances  confidered,  wb 
are  decidedly  of  opinion, -that  no  fociety  Ihould  confift  of  more 
than  twelve  members,  and  thofe,  as  nearly  as  polTible,  of  the  fame 
(ireet  or  neighbourhood,  whereby. they  may  be  all  thoroughly  well 
known  to  each  other,  and  their  condu£l  be  fubjedl  to  the  ceriforial 
check  of  all., 

VVe  recommend  baronia^l  committees  to  confift  only  of  the 
fecretaries  for  the  time  being,  of  ten  focieties,  which  number 
fhould  on  no  account  be  exceeded  ; baronial  committes  to  be 
numbered  in  the  order  of  their  formation. 

The  DISTRICT  committee  to  be  compofed  of  the  fecretaries  for 
the  time  being  of  the  baronial  committees^  but  not  to  exceed 
ten  members  ; but  if  the  baronials  Ihould  be  fo  numerous  in  the 
DISTRICT,  as  to  render  It  necelfary,  five,  fix,  /even,  eight,  or  any 
number,  more  or  lefs,  of  the  baronials,  as  the  cafe  may  re- 
quire, mod  convenient  to  each  other,  fhould  each  fend  their  fe- 
cretary  to  an  upper  baronial  committee,  from  which  upper 
BARONIALS,  in  that  cafe,  fecretaries  Ihould  be  fent  to  conftitute 
the  DISTRICT  committee  ; it  being  earneftly  recommended  that 
no  committee,  whether  baronial  or  district,  Ihould  exceed 
ten  ferjQns. 

The  county  committee  to  be  conftituted,  as  at  prefent,  by 
two  tnembers  from  each  district  committee. 

Obferving  thefe  recommendations  and  regulations,  we  rely 
that  order  will  be  reftored  and  confidence  revived,  as  rifk  will  be 
fo  confiderably  dimini fhed, 

Jugujil’jlh,  1797. 

No.  XXV. 

P.rinted  Hand-Bills  dijiributed  by  the  United  Irijhmen* 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  MORE  WEALTHY  CLASSES  OF 

’ UNITED  IRISHMEN 

YOU  to  whom-  fortunate  circumftances  give  a power  of  pro- 
moting the  public  caufe,  with  fo  much  general  efficacy,  and  fo 
little  perfonal  rifk  ; who  may  alleviate,  from  a portion  of  your 
fuperfluities,  the  fufferings  of  thofe  adventurous  brethren,  whom 
an  over-ardent,  but,  on  the  whole,  a necelTary  zeal,  has  fubjeded 
to  the  vengeance  of  government,  whilft  a cautious  referve  has  ex- 
empted moft  of  you  from  perfecutlon  ; we  call  upon  you  in  what 
we  truft  is  a well-founded  confidence,  that  you  will  make  up  by 
pecuniary  contributions,  for  the  deficiency  or  negledf  of  other 
texeitions.  We  know  that  all  men  cannot  be  ufeful  in  the  fame 
. ■ ' " way. 
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vray,  and  do  not  defire  that  men  in  delicate  fituatlons  fhould  run 
unneceirary  hazards  ; but  he  furely  is  a lukewarm  patriot,  with- 
out title  to  confidence  or  credit,  who  goes  no  farther  than  barren 
profelfions  ; thinks  it  enough  to  give  a toaji  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, or  utter  fome  Jneaklng  condemnation  of  the  atrocities  of  go- 
vernment. 

Unlefs  it  be  your  own  fault,  men  of  wealth  and  education,  you 
will  be  the  firft  to  profit  by  the  reform  of  abufes  and  folid  inde- 
pendence of  your  country.  You,  for  the  mofl  part,  yet  efcaped 
from  the  vengeance  of  its  enemies,  whilfi:  they  who  laboured  to 
prepare  i%  have  fome  of  them  been  deprived  of  life,  others  loft 
'iiekith  and  fortune,  fome  were  hurried  to  diftant  climes,  the  regions 
of  peffilence  and  death  ; and  many,  very  many  linger  at  this  mo- 
ment in  the  baftiles  of  our  tyrants.  Imprifonment,  a thing  fo  hor- 
rible in  itfclf,  is  aggravated  in  the  caufe  of  thofe  virtuous  men, 
W'hofe  invincible  fidelity  an  abandoned  adminifiration  perfecutes 
with  the  titmoft  rigour.  1 he  common  attentions  which  humanity 
feldom  refufes  to  felons  and  murderers,  are  frequently  withheld 
from  the  United  Irifhmen ; and  being  withheld  by  order  (it  is  faid) 
of  thofe  in  high  authority,  require  to  be  fupplied  by  more  than 
ordinary  means. 

As  tar  as  our  funds  could  hitherto  allows,  fome  provifion  has 
been  made  for  the  wants  of  our  brethren  ; but  from  the  irregularity 
that  has  crept  into  the  payment  of  fubferiptions,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  bright  examples,  the  fmall  obligation  they  as 
yet  owe  to  the  rich,  our  means  are  inadequate  to  the  relief  of  our 
fellow-fufferers.  Where  an  induftrious  citizen  is  lorn  from  his 
employment  or  purfuits,  lies  captive  in  a dungeon  ; where  a wife 
with  her  children  is  robbed  of  the  protedion  of  her  companion, 
every  perfon,  a friend  to  the  caufe  for  which  he  fuffers,  and  which 
his  virtue  fcorns  to  betray,  will  feel  the  call  of  duty  and  of  honour 
to  come  forward  in  his  fupport. 

It  a trial  at  laft  be  granted,  innocence  has  ftill  to  pay  for  being  de^ 
fended \ it  has  ftill  to  ftriiggle  with  an  hoft  of  fuborned  or  tutored 
witneftes,  a bar  of  crown  lawyers^  packed  juriesy  fometimes  preju^ 
dicedy  fometimes  corrupt  judgeSy  before  whom  a charge  muft  be 
twice  refuted,  malice  twice  confounded,  and  innocence  made  clearer 
than  the  fun  y to  obtain  a verdid  of  acquittal. 

What  under  heaven  can  more  forcibly  intereft  the  generous 
mind  than  the  fufferings  of  the  imprifoned  United  Iriftimen,  and 
the  virtue  of  the  fufferers  ? Whilft  adminiftration  does  not  difdain 
to  proffer  immenfe  fums  as  a lure  to  perfidy  and  xht  purchaje-?7ioney 
of  bloody  it  can  procure  but  a few  outcafts  only,  already  aban- 
doned to  every  fpccies  of  vice  ; and  the  jails  overflow  with  our 
perfecuted,  pennylefs  brethren  : of  thefe,  feveral  have  fcorned  to 
fave  their  lives  by  treachery  to  their  glorious  caufe,  but  carried 
their  principles  and  their  fecrets  inviolate  to  the  grave  \ and  many 
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more  at  this  hour,  with  the  fvvord  of  defpotirm  threatening  their 
cxiftence,  hold  them  in  their  faithful  bofoms,  as  in  a citadel, 
which  cowardice  wdll  not  furrender,  or  lucre  ever  buy. 

Oh,  much-injured  countrymen  ! fo  often  contemned  by  your 
foreign  opprefTors,  more  culpably  reviled  by  fotne  unnatural  natives 
of  the  land,  traitors  to  your  i ntereds,  and  (ira  ngers  to  your  virtues  ; 
what  nation  can  boaft  a higher  character  of  honour,  than  you  now 
confer  upon  your  ownr  With  the  terrors  of  punilhment  and  death 
on  one  fide,  the  allurements  pf  reward  and  impunity  on  the  other, 
you  inflexibly  adhere  to  your  plighted  faith  and  obligations,  and 
exhibit  a proof  of  moral  charaifer  and  integrity,  which  few  people 
have  ever  equalled — none  have  ever  furpalTed.  Much- injured  and 
gallant  countrymen  ! a day  will  come  when  yonr  magnanimous 
patience  will  be  requited  : it  shall  not  be  forgotten,  that 
although  your  dwellings  w^ere  deftroyed,  your  little  property  laid 
wade,  though  fear  is  a dranger  to  your  hearts,  and  you  lod  all 
you  had  to  lofe,  yet  did  you  hearken  to  the  voice  of  reafon  dif- 
fuading  from  premature  riddance,  which  alone  can  bring  ruin 
upon  your  country,  or  frudratethe  brilliant  dediny  that  awaits  it. 

Why  fhould  Irit'hmen,  bound  to  each  other  by  ties  fo  facred 
and  fo  honourable,  be  found  lefs  zealous  in  each  other’s  fupport, 
than  their  enemies  are  zealous  to  put  them  down  ? If  imprifon- 
ment  be  applied  to  torture,  patriotifm  it  cannot  conquer  ; yet  dial] 
a brotherhood  of  affeclion  go  forth  into  the  cell  ; and  befides  the 
confolations  of  fympathy,  carry  with  it  the  little  comforts  of  which 
nature  ftands  in  need. 

And  if  perchance  this  addrefs  fiiould  fall  Into  other  hands  than 
thofe  for  whom  it  was  intended,  w'e  conjure  fuch  people  to  bedow 
one  moment’s  dlfpadlonate  refieclion  upon  the  views  and  meafures 
of  government,  and  the  obje£i  ^\\A  proceedings  of  the  United  Irifli : 
let  them  determine  which  is  better,  a free  legifature,  or  Tipenftoned 
parliament  \ a national  adminiJira;ion^  or  an  irrefponjible  foreign  ex- 
ccutive  ; an  oblivion  of  religious  animofitiesy  or  the  exterminating  per^ 
Jecution  of  Orange-men,  Let  them,  if  they  be  children  of 
THIS  SOIL,  contrad  the  fydem  of  IRISH  UNION  with  that  of 
ENGLISH  DISSENSION  ; the  fidelity,  patriotifm,  and  ho- 
nour of  the  fupporters  of  one^  with  \\\t  polluted  fpy^  the  blood-thirjly 
magiftrate y the  mercilefs  hravoy  the  venal  and  Janguinary  fenator^ 
who  rank  as  the  friends  of  the  prefent  government.  When  they 
(hall  have  compared  the  men  and  the  meafures,  they  will  feel  that 
their  properties  and  lives  will  be  mod  fecure  under  the  protection 
of  the  United  Irifh,  and  that  their  exaggerated  fears  of  the  effeCls 
of  are  volution  can  have  no  foundation,  unlefs  in  their  own  mis- 
conduct. 
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IRISHMEN ! 

The  period  is  faft  approaching,  which  muft  fix  oiir  defliny. 
The  prefent  rulers  of  Ireland  have  extended  the  fyftem  of  tyranny 
and  extermination,  as  far  as  can  be  executed,  without  depriving 
them  of  worfhippers  and  Haves  ; not  fatisfied  with  fleecing  the 
people,  and  mercilefsly  expoling  them  to  penury  and  want,  they 
glut  themfelves  with  blood. — 

See  with  what  heat  thefe  dogs  of  Hell  advance, 

To  watte  and  havoc  yonder  world,  fo  fair 
And  good  created.” 

Ah  ! w^hence  that  noife?  Cometh  it  from  the  fpiritsof  murdered 
friends,  the  groans  of  imprifoned  patriots?  No  ; your  groans  lhall 
not  be  heard  in  vain,  you  (hall  be  revenged- — foon  lhall  we  hail 
that  aufpicious  day,  ulhered  in  by  a bright  and  cloiidlefs  Iky, 
which  fliall  fet  you  free,  accompanied  by  a general  fhout  of  Ireland- 
as  it  J})ouId  be. — Tremble  then,  thou  minifter  of  death  ; ere  that 
day  arrives, |fly  from  a foil  which  you  have  curfed  by  yourcounfels, 
which  you  have  polluted  by  your  crimes. 

Countrymen, 

Be  firm  : triifl:  in  your  ftrength  : be  united.  Before  one  month 
pafles,  you  lhall  be  free.  Honoured  patriots  become  more  refpedl:- 
able  by  captivity.  And  you,  ye  virtuous  fugitives,  v.  ith  hearts  of 
fterling  worth,  be  not  appalled  at  the  gorgeous  Ihow  of  power  ex- 
hibitecl— a few  declining  funs,  and  it  pafleth  away,  never  more  to 
fully  our  horizon.  Be  of  good  comfort,  the  hearts  of  the  people 
are  with  you,  and. foon  fhail  you  receive  the  marked  gratitude  of  a 
free  .people. 

We  are  accufed  of  a prediledion  for  French  principles — fup- 
pofing  the  fad,  who  forced  them  on  us  ? Men  'tvho  have  taken 
from  us  that  which  not  enriches  them,  and  makes  us  poor  indeed; 
ufurpers,  who  exceed  in  perfecution  the  human  facrifices  of 
former  ages.  But  they  miflake  ; we  contend  only  for  Irilh 
rights  ; and  whatever  coincidence  there  be  between  the  rights  of 
Ireland  and  France,  has  been  eftablifhed  by  the  God  of  nature; 
and  w^ho  lhall  impioufly*  disjoin  them  ? 

Friends,  , 

Liberty,  Jike  the  great  orb  of  nature,  has  its  periods  of  darknefs 
and  effulgence ; but  let  us  not  vainly  imagine  that  what  is  only 
contingent,  can  interrupt  the  great  plan  of  the  Deity,  in  perfeding 
the  happinefs  of  mankind.  We,  as  a portion  of  intelligent  beings, 
want  not  the  moral  freedom  to  will,  nor  the  phyfical  power  to 
ad.  The  firlf  is  confirmed  by  our  iinioa  ; and  to  fupport  our 
claim  to  both,  half  a million  of  heroes  are  ready — yes,  they 
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only  wait  the  feconcl  coming,  to  commence  the  millennium  of 
freedom. 

And  thou,  noble-minded  youtli,  whofe  princely  virtues  acquire 
new  Iplendour,  from  a fervent  zeal  for  your  country’s  rights: 
oh  ! may  the  genius  of  liberty,  ever  faithful  to  its  votaries, 
guard  your  fteps — may  the  new  harp  of  Erin  vibrate  its  thrilling 
founds  through  the  land,  to  call  you  forth,  and  hail  you  with  the 
angelic  cry  of  the  deliverer  of  our  country. 

March  1798.  A CITIZEN. 

TO  THE  UNITED  IRISHMEN. 

AT  this  awful  and  important  crifis,  when  the  tyrants  of  Ire- 
land violate  every  tie  that  binds  man  to  fociety  ; when  “ rigour 
beyond  the  law'"'  is  avowed  and  praclifed  by  the  governors,  and 
adopted  as  a defenfivc  duty  by  the  governed;  when  the  judicial 
bench  is  made  the  feat  of  alTallination  ; where  Yelverton  weeps 
over  the  viclim  in  the  refinement  of  cruelty,  or  Toler,  with  lefs 
equivocation,  mingles  the  coarfe  w'it  of  an  horfe -jockey  with 
the  lolemnitv  of  a fentence  that  dooms  an  Iriihman  to  death  ; 
when  the  art  of  printing,  that  invaluable  bulwark  of  liberty, 
that  ineftimable  fource  of  happinefs,  that  powerful  opponent  of 
defpotifm,  is  openly  and  contemptuoufly  annihilated  by  the  fer- 
vants  and  flaves  of  a foreign  government  ajjiming  the  mockery  of 
Icgijlators^  like  a divan  of  Saracens y or  a war-council  of  Vandals, 
fweeping  with  barbarian  ferocity  everv  written  monument  of 
knowledge,  every  trace  of  letters  from  the  face  of  the  land  : — • 
worthy  progeny  of  the  firfl  Englifh  invaders,  whofe  favage  le- 
gifation  banifhed  inflrudfion  by  tranfporting  and  hanging  the 
Irifli  teachers,  under  the  fpeclous  pretext  of  eradicating  the 
catholic  faith  : — infamous  opprefTors  ! how  unlike  the  generous 
ambition  of  ancient  Rome,  who  carried  the  arts  into  the  coun- 
tries fhe  conquered  ; fhe  poliflied  the  nations  into  which  fhc 
bore  her  eagles:  where  your  banners  waved  you  created  enor- 
mity, barbaiifm,  and  extermination:  as  a French  orator  truly 
faid,  “ you  would  rather  reign  over  a church-yard,  than  ceafe 
to  go  vei  n e” 

When  an  O^Connor  is  hunted  from  his  country,  and  a con- 
fpiracy  made  in  the  Britifh  cabinet  againfl;  his  life,  for  the  crime 
of  loving  Ireland  ; when  Fitzgerald  is  a fugitive,  for  facrificing 
the  prejudices  of  birth  to  accelerate  the  happinefs  of  his  country, 
and  repelling  wifh  the  arms  of  juflice  that  infamous  power  that 
burns  the  peafant  out  of  his  dwelling,  or  puts  him  on  the 
bayonet ; when  the  honourable  trade  of  a merchant,  the  peace- 
able one  of  a phyfician,  the  learned  profellion  of  a lawyer,  the 
humble  one  of  a hufbandman  or  an  artift,  are  no  prote6fioii 
againft  a perfecution  that  is  direfled  againfl:  the  virtue  and  inte- 
grity of  Irilhmen,  that  will  eradicate  the  name  of  Ireland,  if  not 
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fpeedlly  checked  in  its  horrid  career  by  an  united  appeal  to  Hea- 
ven, which  will  ultimately  give  to  our  armed  exertions  the 
means  of  victory,  liberty,  and  terrible  juliicc. 

In  the  preparative  interim,  let  fobriety  be  national  and  un- 
changeable ; by  abllaining  totally  from  the  ule  oi  ffirituous  Lquors 
you  will  deltroy  the  excife,  which  is  the  only  branch  of  revenue 
remaining,  from  whence  is  produced  X.hQ,principalJ}r'cngth of  govern^ 
merit ; you  will  prevent  the  dirtillation  of  grain,  which  confumes 
nearly  the  quantity  that  is  otherwife  ufed  for  the  necefiaries 

of  life;  you  will  confequently  make  bread  one-third  cheaper, 
benefit  the  community.,  and  embarrafs  your  enemies. 

'i'o  promote  this  defirable  objed,  let  the  following  teft  be 
taken  : — 

“ I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  promife,  by  the  obligation  of  an  U.  I. 
which  I have  taken,  that  1 will  not  rriake  ufe  of  any  fpirituous 
liquors,  nor  fuffer  them  to  be  ufed  where  I have  any  influence, 
for  months,  nor  will  I affociate  with  any  perfon  who 

will  violate  this  facred  obligation.” 

IRISHMEN!  . 

A NEW  a61:  of  bafe  and  perfidious  tyranny,  dire61:ed  againft 
the  whole  of  the  patfiotifin  of  Ireland,  though  immediately  and 
perfonally  operating  only  on  a few  individuals,  has  deprived  us 
for  a time  of  the  countenance  and  confolation  of  honell  and  able 
men,  whofe  only  crime  is  the  lufpicion  of  being  your  Iriends. 
Our  opprefTors,  deffairing  to  effe61:  by  the  moft  fubtle  refine- 
ments of  legalized  murder,  by  partial  flteriffs,  by  packed  juries, 
and  by  judges  fanguinary,  timid,  or  cori'upt,  the  defl:ru(flion  of 
the  vidlims  whom  they  had  pre-doomed  to  die  at  the  approaching 
afiizes,  fo  long  as  they  could  leave  them  the  piotedlion  of  faith- 
ful and  eloquent  advocates  known  to  be  zealous  in  their  caufc, 
and  pledged  to  their  defence,  have  robiied  the  latter  of  liberty, 
in  order  to  rob  the  former  of  life. 

That  adminiflration,  and  that  legiflature,  who  fo  lately  toldv 
you  there  was  no  conciliation  for  Ireland^  have,  with  perfe^f  con- 
fiftency,  followed  up  this  denunciation  of  carnage  and  proferip- 
tion,  of  fire  and  fword,  of  robbery  and  rape.  This  explicit  and 
unequivocal  declaration  of  war  on  the  Irilh  people,  by  a proceed- 
ing which  leaves  not  a fliadow  of  doubt  or  ambiguity  to  difguife 
their  intentions  ; which  forces  four  hundred  thoufand  fighting 
men,  the  phyfical  firength  of  Ireland,  to  make,  in  convenient 
time,  their  final  option  between  death  and  felf-defence,  and 
which  proves,  by  evidence  more  than  palpable,  that  this  nation 
and  that  adminiffration  cannot  exifl;  together. 

Yet  has  this,  their  lafl:  treafon,  like  all  their  former  ones, 
turned  with  an  overwhelming  recoil  upon  themfelves.  On  the 
memorable  day,  which  faw  fo  many  virtuous  and  refped^able  ci- 
‘ ’ 4 tizens 
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tizens  of  Dublin  dragged  ignominioufly  to  prlfon,  by  arbitrary 
n'jandates  unfupported  by  information  on  oath,  confufion  and  trepi- 
dation marked  the  couduft  of  the  oppreffors,  while  the  unclouded 
ferenity,  the  calm  unaifuming  fortitude  of  confcious  innocence, 
beamed  from  the  countenance  of  the  oppreffed.  With  mingled 
horror  and  contempt,  the  capital  faw  the  prime  mlfcreant,  the 
E obefpierre  of  Ireland,  the  nefarious  author  and  apologilf  of 
atrocities  without  name  and  number,  appalled  by  the  mere  gaze 
of  Irifh  eyes,  and  iliaking  in  a paroxylm  of  rage  and  terror, 
while  the  murderous  weapon  trembled  in  his  pallied  liand,  the 
Ilrong  third;  of  blood  hruggling  in  vain  with  the  flili  ffronger 
impuifes  of  conl'cious  guilt  and  native  cowardice. 

For  us,  the  keen  but  momentary  anxiety,  occafioned  by  the 
fituation  of  our  invaluable  friends,  fubfided,  on  learning  all 
the  circumdances  of  the  cafe,  into  a calm  tranquillity,  a con- 
foiing  convidfion  of  mind,  what  they  are  as  fafe  as  innocence 
can  make  men  now  ; and  to  thefe  fentiments  were  quickly  added 
a redoubled  energv,  a tenfold  adlivity  of  exertion  which  has  al- 
ready produced  the  happied:  effects.  The  organization  of  the  ca^- 
pital  is  perfect.  No  vacancies  exifting,  arrangements  have  been' 
made,  and  are  ffill  making,  to  fecure  for  our  oppreffed  brethren 
whofe  trials  approach,  the  benefit  of  legal  defence;  and  the  cen- 
tinels  whom  you  have  appointed  to  watch  over  your  interefts, 
Hand  firm  at  their  pofts,  vigilant  of  events,  and  prompt  to  give 
you  notice  and  advice,  which,  on  every  occafion  at  all  requiring 
it,  rely  on  receiving. 

This  recital,  Iiidimen,  is  meant  to  guard  thofe  of  you,  who 
are  remote  from  tlie  fcenc  of  the  late  events,  againff  the  confe- 
quences  of  mifreprefentation  and  midake.  The  mod;  unfounded 
rumours  have  been  fet  adoat,  fabricated  for  the  double  purpofe 
of  dclufion  and  intimidation.  Your  enemies  talk  of  treachery, 
in  the  vain  and  fallacious  hone  of  creating  but  you,  v;ho 
fcorn  equally  to  be  their  dupes  or  their  flaves,  will  meet  their 
forgeries  with  dignified  contempt,  incapable  of  being  either 
goaded  into  untimely  violence,  or  funk  into  pufilianimous  de- 
fpondcncy.  Be  firm,  Tridinvcn,  but  be  cool  and  cautious;  be 
patient  yet  awhile;  trufl  to  no  unauthorized  communications; 
and  above  all  we  warn  you,  again  and  again  we  warn  you, 
asaind;  doing  the  work  of  your  tyrants,  hj  premature,  by  partial 
or  divided  If  Ireland  fhall  be  forced  to  throw  away 

the  fcabbard,  let  it  be  at  her  ozvn  time,  not  at  theirs, 

Dublin,  March  I'jth  [St,  Patrick's  Day)  1798. 

TO  THE  UNTIED  IRISHMEN. 

Countrymen, 

NO  moment  was  ever  fo  awful  to  Ireland  as  the  prefent  one- 
liberty  or  flavery  is  now  before  us.  That  the  decifion  is  in  your 

hand. 
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Jiand,  t am  well  affured.  Glorious  profpedl!  The  people  of 
Ireland  are  United.  Show  the  pitiful  tyrants  who  calumniate 
you~fhow  Europe — fliow  the  world,  that  you  are  a band  of 
brothers^  aduated  by  a fenfe  of  honour,  virtue,  and  patriotifin 
— Ihow  an  example  of  the  elfedls  of  your  principles  in  Armagh, 

T.  he  hills  and  vallies  which  were  lately  llained  with  blood,  are 
now  covered  by  the  ;Trt/fpirit  of  the  goipel;  and  peace,  and  love, 
and  charity,  and  union  reign  in  the  hearts  of  Irishmen!— 
Look  at  this,  yetraducers,  ye  dividers,  ye clevourers  of  Ireland. 
Yes,  thank  Heaven,  we  are  United,  and  that  our  enemies 
know  right  well.  Let  not  the  honeft  indignation  of  your  vir- 
tuous fouls  provoke  you  to  a word  or  an  adion  unworthy  of 
your  country  or  your  caufe,  when  you  hear  yourfelves  termed 
“ a neft  of  execrable  and  infamous  traitors.”  You  muft  learn  to 
fmile  at  the  impotent  attacks  of  malignant  defpair. 

Look  at  the  map,  fays  a miniflerial  charader,  and  you  will 
End  that  Ireland  muft  belong  to  England  or  France.  What  oc- 
cafion  to  look  at  the  map,  or  why  employ  tlie  word  muff  But, 
if  this  be  the  decree  of  Fate  for  Ireland^  let  it  be  done  with  una- 
nimity, with  love,  and  with  power ; let  no  internal  broils,  no 
local  fituatioils,  no  religious  opinions,  ever  provoke  an  Ir  'ijhman 
to  fpill  the  blood  of  an  Irijhmam 

But  let  us,  for  the  fake  of  our  common  intereft,  for  the  fake  of 
our  common  country,  for  the  fake  of  our  common  God  and  Fa- 
ther, go  with  one  hand  and  one  heart  together. 

Trouble  not  yourfelves  whether  France  is  to  fend  40  or  50,000 
troops  here;  whether  England  is  to  fend  40  or  50,000  troops 
here ; but  turn  your  attention  to  Ireland — think  of  what  fhe 
was,  what  flieis,  and  what  (he  may  be.  Think,  that,  were  you 
to  divide  as  in  foymer  days^  and  one  part  to  feek  protedion  and 
alTiftance  from  one  of.  thofe  powerful  nations,  the  other  party 
from  the  other  nation,  what  carnage  and  rivers  of  blood  would 
enfue — Ilavery  would  follow,  arid  Ireland  be  undone,  perhaps 
for  fever.  But  in  your  Union  is  your  fafety — in  your  Union  is 
your  ftrength,  your  importance,  and  your  liberty.  In  whatever 
fcale  your  weight  is  call,  it  will  preponderate  in  an  inftant.  He' 
is  your  enemy,  and  the  man  of  blood,  who  would  divide  you— 
he  is  your  friend,  and  the  man  of  peace,  who  would  keep  you  to- 
gether, 

I am  far  from  afluming  fo  much^  importance,  as  to  attempt 
laying  down  a plan  of  condud  at  this  critical  period.  Your 
obedience  to  the  laws,  your  fobriety,  induftty,  prudence,  and 
patience,  have  rendered  you  the  envy  of  your  enemies,  and  make 
any  thing  I could  fay  uniiecelTary. 

Your  will  muft  prevail-— let  it  then  be  matured — let  it  refult 
from  rcftedion — from  cool,  determined  adherence  to  your  prin  - 

C ciples 
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ciples — from  a regard  to  the  peace  of  your  country — from  tlitf 
glorious  love  of  liberty  and  the  /rename. 

if  your  hearts  pant  after  a continuation  of  the  Britilh  mi* 
nider’s  behaviour  to  Ireland — if  you  admire  the  war,  the  con- 
du6f  of  the  war,  and  the  confequences  of  the  war  : if  you  be  fa- 
tisfied  that  three-fourths  of  the  people  of  Ireland  fhould  not  en- 
joy the  benefits  of  the  conftitution— -that  the  very  name  of  re- 
form fhould  be  fcouted  with  derifion — if  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
trial  by  jury,  the  convention  bill,  the  gunpowder  bill,  the  pro- 
clamations and  baftiles,,  appear  eligible  and  falutary,  you  will 
have  no  difficulty  how  to  condufi  yourfelves.  But  fhould  thefc 
things  appear  to  you  in  a different  point  of  view,  it  -will  be  ne- 
ceflary,  perhaps,  to  condudl  yourfelves  in  a different  manner. 
And  that  that  manner  may  terminate  in  the  glory,  liberty,  and 
happinefs  of  Ireland,  ought  to  be  the  honeft  wifh  of  every  honcji 

IRISHMAN. 
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Fabricated  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Orange  Men, 

AS  an  inftance  of  the  arts  ufed  to  make  the  Orange  affociatios 
an  occafion  of  exciting  in  the  breafls  of  the  lower  clafs  of  catho- 
lics the  moft  malignant  and  vindi61;ive  paffions — the  following 
feries  of  fabricated  rules  and  regulations,  intended  to  be  confidered 
as  thofe  of  the  Orange  men,  are  here  inferted.  The  copy  from 
which  they  are  tranferibed  was  found  in  the  houfe  of  Marlayy  a 
taylor,  in  Hoey’s-conrt,  but  fimilar  copies  were  frequently 
found  both  on  the  perfons  and  in  the  houfes  of  United  Irifhmen. 

iff.  Refolved  unanimouily,  that  each  and  every  member 
be  furnifhed  with  a cafe  of  horfe  piftols  and  a fword  ; alfo  that 
every  member  fhall  have  twelve  rounds  of  ball  cartridges. 

2d.  Refolved,  that  every  man  fhall  be  ready  at  a moment’s 
warning. 

3d.  Refolved,  that  no  member  is  to  introduce  a papifi:  or  pref- 
byterian,  quaker  or  methodifl,  or  any  perfuafion  but  a pro- 
teftant. 

'4th.  Refolved,  that  no  man  wear  Iriih  manufadlure,  nor 
give  employment  to  any  papifi. 

5th.  Refolved,  that  every  man  fhall  be  ready  at  a moment’s 
warning  to  burn  all  the  chapels  and  meeting-houfes  in  the  city 
and  county  of  Dublin. 

6th.  Refolved,  that  any  man  that  will  give  information  of 
any  houfe  he  fufpedls  to  be  an  United  Irifliman’s  will  get  the  fum 
of  5I.  and  his  name  kept  private. 

7th.  Refolved,  that  no  member  will  introduce  any  man  under 
the  age  of  nineteen,  or  over  the  age  of  forty-fix. 

No. 
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' > Extra^s  from  the  Union  Star,  and  Prefs. 

UNION  STAR. 

THE  Union  Star  appeared  at  irregular  periods,  was  printed 
on  one  fide  of  the  paper,  to  fit  it  for  being  palled  on  walls,  and 
frequently  fecond  editions  were  publifiied  of  the  fame  numbers. 
It  chiefly  confifted  of  names  and  abufive  chara£lers  of  perfons 
fuppofed  to  have  been  informers  againfl  United  Irifhmen,  or 
adive  oppofers  of  their  defigns ; and  to  fuch  lifts  were  generally 
added  the  moft  furious  exhortations  to  the  populace,  to  rife  and 
take  vengeance  on  their  oppreftbrs.  Each  number  commences 
with  the  following  words  : 

As  the  Union  Star  is  an  official  paper,  the  managers  pro- 
mife  the  public  that  no  charadlers  lliall  be  hazarded  but  fuch 
as  are  denounced  by  authority,  as  being  the  partners  and  crea- 
tures  of  Pitt,  and  his  fanguinary  journeyman,  LuttrelL 

The  Star  ofters  to  public  juftice  the  following  deteftable 
traitors,  as  fpies  and  perjured  informers. 

Perhaps  fome  arm  more  lucky  than  the  reft  may  reach  his 
heart,  and  free  the  world  from  bondage.” 

Then  followed  the  lifts  of  profcription,  of  wliich,  from  the 
wanton  cruelty  with  which  individuals  are  brought  forward,  as 
objedls  of  popular  odium,  it  is  impoffible  to  give  an  example  : 
the  exhortations  with  which  each  number  concluded,  may  be 
judged  of  from  the  following  extracts : 

Extratis  from  the  Union  Star. 

LET  the  indignation  of  man  be  raifed  againft  the  impiouc 
wretch  who  profanely  aftlimes  the  title  of  reigning  by  the  grace 
of  Cjod,  and  impudently  tells  the,  worfd  he  can  do  no  wrong* — » 
Irifhinen  ! is  granting  a patent,  and  oftering  premiums  to  mur- 
derers to  depopulate  your  country,  and.  take  your  properties,  no 
wrong  ? Is  taking  part  of  the  fpoil  no  wrong  ? Is  the  foreign 
defpot  incapable  of  wrong,  who  fharpens  tlie  fword  that  deprives 
you  of  life,  and  expofes  your  children  to  poverty,  and  all  its 
confequent  calamities  ^ Oh,  man  ! or  rather  lefs.  Oh,  king  ! 
will  the  fmothcred  groans  of  my  countrymen,  who  in  thy  name- 
fill  the  innumerable  dungeons  you  have  made  for  afterting  the 
rights  of'  man,  be  confidered  no  wrongs  ? Will  enlightened 
Iriftimen  believe  you  incapable  of  wrong,  who  offers  up  the  moft 
amiable  of  mankind  daily  on  the  fcaffbld,  or  the  gibbet,  to  thy 
uifatiable  ambition  ? Is  burning  the  villages  of  what  you  call 
vour  people,  and  lliooting  the  trembling  fufferers,  no  wrong  > 
is  taking  the  church  into  partnerftiip,  and  encouraging  its  idle 
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^nd  voluptuous  drones  to  defpoil  induflry  of  its  reward,  and 
teach  a lying  dodlrine  to  fan6lion  their  injuflice,  no  wrongs  } 
Art  the  continual  wars  you  engender  and  provojfLe  to  deft  oy 
mankind,  no  wrong  ? Cio,  impious  blafphemer  ! and  your  hy-* 
pocritical  forcerers,  to  the  fate  philofopby,  juftice,  and  liberty 
configns  thee.  *Tis  inevitable,  thy  impofitions  are  detected. 
Thy  kind  have  been  brought  to  juitice.  The  firft  pofteftbr  of 
thy  trade  has  recently  bled  for  the  crimes  of  the  craft  : his  idle 
and  vile  followers,  who  efcaped  the  national  axe,  are  walking 
memorials  of  juftice,  begging  a miferable  livelihood  over  thofe 
countries,  whofe  tottering  thrones  encourage  but  an  uncertain 
afylum.  Ere  the  grave,  which  is  opening  for  thy  defpifed  per- 
fon,  embofoms  thee,  make  one  atonement  for  the  vices  of  thy 
predeceftbrs ; refift  not  the  claims  of  a people  reduced  to  every 
mifery  ; in  thy  name  give  back  the  properties  that  thy  nation 
~ wrefted  from  a fuftering  people  ; and  let  the  defeendants  of  thofe 
Englifh  ruffians  reftore  to  Irifhmen  their  country,  and  to  their 
country  liberty.  ’Tis  rather  late  to  trifle  ; one  fortunate  breeze 
may  do  it ; and  then,  woe  be  to  him  who  was  a tyrant,  or  who 
is  unjuft.” 

. ■ No.  2. 

InfurreiSlion  and  revenge,  however  deferibed  or  difeoun- 
tenanced  by  the  abettors  of  tyranny,  fhould  always  be  refpeded 
by  a people,  as  they  have  opciated  powerfully  towards  the  pre- 
fervation  of  liberty  and  the  diftribution  of  juftice.  As  revolu- 
tions in  every  age  and  country  were  a6ls  contrary  to  laws  theri 
in  exiftence,  they  confequently  were  infurredlions.  The  thing 
called  in  England  a revolution  in  1688,  juftifies  the  aflertion  ; 
and  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  the  men  who  drew  it  up,  and 
the  people  wlio  read  it,  defended  and  admired  the  virtue  and 
neceffity  of  refiftance  to  oppreffion.  The  revolutions  of  France 
and  America  were  founded  on  infurredlion ; and  before  them 
the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  revolutions.  Antiquity  furniflies 
many  fplendid  ipfurreftions  ; amongft  others,  the  celebrated  one 
of  the  Roman  people  retreating  to  the  Mons  Sacer,  and  defendr 
ing  themfelves  by  wholefomc  regulations  from  the  privileged 
patricians — the  Luttrells,  Fitzgibbons,  and  Scotts  of  the  day. 
Hiftory  ornaments  her  page  with  the  bold  ftruggles,  as  honour^ 
able,  edifying,  and  worthy  of  imitation  by  fufFering  humanity. 
Revenge ! glorious  revenge  ! your  name  is  as  fweet  as  liberty ; 
as  Paine  fays,  ^ He  that  would  not  punifh  cruelty  offers  a pre- 
f mlum  to  vice,’  or,  as  Ganganelli  expreffes  it,  ^ Mercy  to  the 
^ wicked  is  cruelty  to  the  worthy.” — The  Irifhman  who  would 
not  expiate  the  burning  of  his  cabin,  by  the  burning  of  a ty- 
rant’s palace,  is  acetffiary  to  his  neighbour’s  deftrudfion  ; or  he, 
whofe  father,  fon,  or  brother,  has  been  murdered  by  Britifb  oy 
Jrifh  mercenaries,  would  not  revenge  tke  deed,  by  immolatingj 
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any  of  his  country's  oppreflors,  is  beneath  a man,  and  is  the 
murderer  of  his  kindred  by  connivance.  The  horrors  com- 
mitted in  our  country  by  our  Engl i ill  mailers,  centuries  ago, 
demand  vengeance;  when  killing  an  Irifhman  was  only  fineable, 
many  proofs  of  which  are  exifting.  We  fliall  cite  one:  at  a 
general  gaol  delivery  at  Waterford,  the  4th  of  Edward  11.  be- 
fore John  Wogan,  lord  juflice  of  Ireland,  an  Englifliman  ac- 
cufed  of  murder,  pleaded,  in  bar  of  judgment,  that  the  perfon 
killed  was  an  Irifliman.  The  tying  of  catholic  clergymen  back 
to  back,  and  drowning  them  in  the  Shannon  — the  Englilli 
plan  of  ftarving  whole  counties,  is  loudly  boalled  of  by  Engliiii 
writers;  we  need  not  refort  to  the  calendar  of  Englifh  cruelties 
■ — they  are  again  revived;  and  Ireland,  moiflening  with  the 
blood  of  her  children,  loudly  calls  for  glorious  revenge.  United 
Irifhmen,  be  fteady  and  perfevering  ; liberty  and  jultice  point 
the  road  to  glory  ; the  delivery  of  our  country  is  at  hand  ; your 
labours  will  be  rewarded;  your  juft  revenge  will  be  gratified; 
the  ghofts  of  your  martyred  countrymen  will  be  comforted  ; and 
an  equal  diftribution  of  rights  will  be  yours  : induftry  will  be 
honoured,  induftrious  age  venerated,  pregnant  wives  refpe6ted  ; 
and  the  plough,  the  fhuttle,  and  the  fliip  fliall  give  their  blefl- 
ings  unfhackled.  Be  not  caft  down,  nor  hopelefs  : the  genius 
of  Ireland  will  give  aid  to  your  endeavours  ; the  mitred  moun- 
tebank ftiall  refign  his  lands  for  the  education  of  deferted  in- 
fancy, and  the  care  of  induftrious  age.  The  lands  which  royal 
viliany  arrefted  from  murdered  Iriftimen,  fhall  be  the  rewards 
of  the  deliverers  of  their  country.  No  more  will  the  lazy  lord 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  labour,  and  ftarve  you  into  the  ranks, 
to  pleafe  his  ambition  or  extend  his  power.  No  more  jfhall 
inceflant  toil  be  your  fate.  No  more  fhall  you  be  as  you  have 
been  for  centuries,  rearing  and  watching  the  ox  and  the  fheep, 
whofe  fiefti  you  never  tafted,  or  whofe  fleece  never  warms  you. 
No  more  ftiall  you  be  doomed  to  threfti  or  fow  the  corn  you 
never  were  allowed  to  Ice  in  bread.  If  the  want  of  Liberty  has 
expofed  you  to  fo  many  calamities,  hefitate  not  a moment ; ftic 
is  with  you,  and  one  hold  exertion  will  place  her  in  the  centre 
of  your  country,  where  her  avenging  fpirit  ftiall  deliver  her 
enemies  into  your  hands,  and  deliver  your  immured  brethren 
from  captivity,  your  fields  from  fuperftitious  plunder,  and  efta- 
biifti  the  empire  of  univerfal  benevolence  and  fraternity  from 
Wicklow  Elills  to  Belfaft — from  the  Channel  to  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  let  ?very  honeft  man  fay,  Amen — and  every  brother  do  hii 
duty." 

No.  3.  ^ 

Irishmen  ! recolle6l  and  know  who  are  the  men  who 
rival  Robefpierre  nay,  exceed  him  in  horrors  and  crimes;  that 
depopulate  your  country;  that  burn  your  fields  and  villages. 

Turn 
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Turn  over  the  page  of  hiflory  as  written  by  Engllfhmen — yo« 
will  fee  Ireland’s  prefent  iutferings,  at  which  your  nature  mufl 
ihuddcTr,  your  juft  indignation  awaken  into  wifhes,  and  exer- 
tions that  muft  be  fatal  to  your  opprcflbrs,  and  glorious  to 
yourfclves.  Look  at  what  are  called  Ads  of  Parliament — tlic 
57th  year  of  Charles  I.  conftfeating  three  millions  of  acres  at 
one  fitting,  and  felling  them  to  Lnglifti  adventurers,  on  the 
conditions  of  having  and  holding  them  by  exterminating  the 
ancient  Irifli  proprietors  ! Remember  that  the  lapfe  of  years 
does  not  juftify  any  right  in  your  majiers  to  retain  the  property 
g/  your  fathers,  I'hat  llage  ftiould  not  confecrate  error.  That 
the  lights  thrown  on  the  l ights  of  man  by  philofophy  and  truth, 
gives  you  encouragement  to  liope  that  the  French  teachers,  and 
deliverers  of  Europe,  will  fandfion  your  claims,  and  fecond 
your  ftruggles.  The  Star  does  not  unjujiy  advife  a thought  that 
would  injure  the  proprietor  of  an  eftate,  acquired  by  mercantik 
or  mechanic  induftry.  The  Star  only  aims  at  thofe  properties 
•wrefted  from  our  murdered  anceftois  by  Englifti  perfidy  ; wdfich 
reminds  the  prefent  holders,  that  they  muft  perform  the  agree- 
firent  on  which  they  polfefied  the  territory,  and  in  wdiich  they 
are  not  deficient,  as  they  have  revived  every  enormity  that 
royal  villanv  can  encourage.  Ireland,  bleeding  at  every  vein, 
prefents  the  horrid  fpedlacle  ; and  her  innumerable  tvounds,  as 
io  many  tongues,  cry  to  Heaven  and  liberty  for  juftice.  When 
Englifn  tyrants  could  no  longer  provoke  rebellion,  which  was  a 
fruitful  excufe  for  confifeating  Irifii  property,  they  enadled  a 
Jaw  to  make  murder  higli  treafon,  which  empowered  the  king  to 
become  the  heir  of  the  convidled  perfon — the  thing  was  a ready 
■mode  of  robbing  a fpiritcd  or  rich  family,  and  reward  an  Englifti 
favourite  ; to  efteci  which,  an  informer  was  procured,  who  was 
always  furc  of  doing  his  bufinefs,  as  property  infured  convidlion 
— an  innocent  man  was  hanged,  and  his  family  reduced  to  beg- 
gary. High  trealon,  in  other  cales,  was  another  method  of 
plunder  : in  England,  tvyo  wfitnefles  were  necefiary  ; but,  as 
Irilhmen  were  to  he  deftroyed,  no  mode  w^as  admitted ; the  king 
gracioujly  beftowed  on  a faithful folloiver  the  eftate  of  an  innocent 
Lilhmaii,  convitSed  on  one  evidence,  eafily  and  readily  at  hand 
to  fwcar  high  treafon  on  any  unfortunate  man  of  property.. 
Thofe  adls  are  firong  rcafons  for  loving  Lord’s  anointed ; who 
fliue  their  royal  warrants  in  the  following  humane  and  pious 
manner  : 

(deorge,  by  the  grace  of  God.  W^e  command  you  to'burii 
the  town  of  Belfaft,  5cc.  : fuch  is  our  royal  pleafure.” 

Eurifmg  a town  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by  a man  calling 
Ifimfclf  th.e  father  of  W\s  people^  might  be  ftrong  reafons  for  lay- 
ing, ‘ I torn  fucii  grace,  and  fuch  parents,  O Lord,  deliver  us.’ 

Irish- 
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Irishmen  ! your  country  is  reprefenled  by  brethren  of 
ability  and  virtue  ; they  plead  your  caul'e  at  Lille;  tliey  nego- 
tiate for  an  independent  Irilli  republic  in  the  teetli  of  that  di- 
plomatique fpy  .Malmlbury  ; they  are  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged by  the  French  commiffioners  ; and  we  have  feme 
hopes  that  Ireland  will  be  feen  in  the  political  map  of  Eutrope,, 
when  her  cowardly  cruel  ftep-fider  is  configned  to  the  infigni- 
hcance  her  crimes  julfly  merit.  Should  feme  unfoitunate  event 
put  olF your  delivery,  by  England  purchafing  an  immediate  peace, 
you  Ihould  not  defpond  ! Peace  will  be  only  temporary  ; it  may 
be  produdlive  of  fome  political  comforts,  as  we  then  may  openly 
praife  and  lludy  the  glorious  truths  France  is  capable  of  pro- 
claiming. Communication  with  that  country  will  be  revived, 
and  liberty  will  gain  new  flrength,  and  knowledge  be  more  uni- 
verfal  ; confequently  defpotifm  mull  die,  and  iriihmen  will  go 
to  the  funeral. 

We  have  feen  a paper,  as  it  is  called  a proclamat'ioii,  with 
the  name  Camden  prelixed,  and  the  nick-names  of  Clare, 
Carhampton,  Drogheda,  and  Cionmell ; and  the  real  names  of 
Pelham,  James  CufF,  J.  Monk  Mafon,  Arthur  Wolfe,  James 
Fitzgerald,  and  Lodge  Morres,  undcrllgncd,  attempting  to  hurt 
the  Union  Star,  by  naming  it  a vehicle  for  inviting  alTaffina- 
tion. 

The  Union  Star,  in  the  opinion  of  honePc  Iriilimeii,  will  not 
be  lefs  valuable  for  exciting  the  difpleafure,  or  encountering  the 
threats  of  the  above-named,  wdiom  we  kiaow  to  he  part  of  the 
Handing  committee  for  burning  villages  .md  catholic  chapels; 
murdering  fathers,  mothers,  and  children  iiidifcrimina-:ely,  with- 
out regard  to  the  prayers  of  age,  the  tears  of  infancy,  or  the 
entreaties  of  beauty.  This  depopulating  fociety  think  t hemfclves 
fecure  from  every  law  except  afTaiTinatlon  ; their  ob  jedtion  to 
which  awes  them  into  many  fchemes,  for  llamping  with  their 
imaginary  confequences  infamy  on  any  inflirument  in  favour  of 
liberty.  Though  we  are  not  advocates  fbr  alialhniation,  we 
know,  on  the  authority  of  hiflory,  that  ah  affinatioii  prefer ved 
the  liberties  and  refeued  many  of  the  ancien  t republics  from  the 
power  of  afpiring  villains,  who  raifed  themi [elves  on  the  neck 
of  the  people,  and  on  the  ruins  of  liberty  . ’Twas  a pofitivc 
law  in  Corinth,  Rome,  Atliens,  Syracufe,  & c.  that  ai.ny  citizen, 
was  juftified,  and  fliould  be  rewarded  and  ho  noured  ats  the  deli-^. 
verer  of  his  country,  who  would  ahaffinate  a .ny  villain  afpiring 
to  the  fovereign  power,  or  infringing  the  rig!  hts  of  the  people. 

The  Union  Star  has  more  confolatory  hop.  is  of  United  Irifh- 
men  than  afTahination.  It  fees  with  pleafure  the  .head  quarters 
of  liberty  in  the  centre  of  delivering  Euro  pe,  with  colofTal 
Hrength  gathered  from  the  ruins  of  thrones,  c )f  privileged  order 

aJid 
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and  fuperftition,  carrying  liberty  and  hope  to  Ireland!  Tii^ 
Union  Star  rifes  with  happy  anticipation  at  the  unavoidable 
mo'^nent,  when  the  tyrants  of  Ireland  iilufl;  reftore  the  plunder 
of  ages  to  the  country;  when  their  acres  will  be  brought  to  the 
national  hammer,  to  pay  the  debts  that  were  contraded  by  idle- 
nefs,  and  laid  on  induffry.’* 

No.  5* 

“ We  are  conilantly  witnefTmg  the  impudent  afFedation  cf 
cowardly  moderation  ading  in  partnerfhip  with  tyranny,  againll 
the  Union  Star,  which  they  accufe  of  inculcating  principles  of 
aflaffination. 

We  certainly  do  not  advife,  though  we  do  not  defery  alTaffi- 
nation,  as  we  conceive  it  is  the  only  mode  at  prefent,  within 
the  reach  of  Iriihmen  to  bring  to  jultice  the  royal  agents,  who 
are  conilantly  exercifing  rape,  murders,  and  burnings,  through 
our  devoted  country. 

We  appeal  to  thy  noble  and  venerated  riamej  O Brutus!  who 
bravely  alTalTinated  the  tyrant  of  your  country  amidll  his  co«- 
horts,  and  in  the  prefence  of  his  penlloned  fenate.  It  is  not  our 
folitary  fuffrage  that  has  attempted  to  honour  thy  name,  and 
vvorfhip  thy  fpirit.  The  patriot,  the  fage,  and  the  hero,  in 
every  honourable  hate  of  life,  for  eighteen  centuries,  have  given 
thy  name  the  firft  and  moh  unequivocal  recommendation  to  the 
admiring  earth,  as  one  that  deferves  the  higheh  rank  among  the 
benefadors  of  the  human  race. 

Yes!  prince  of  patriotic  alTaffins  ! thy  noble  and  virtuous  fpi* 
rit  fliould  pervade  our  land  ; the  infant  whom  a Britifh,  or  a 
Eritifli  Irifh  butcher,  has  left  fatherlefs,  fhould  be  taught, 
through  his  progrefs  to  manhood,  that  thy  example  fhould  be 
rigidly  imitated,  as  an  honefl'duty  to  his  parents  and  his  coun- 
try. The  Irifh  feaman,  maimed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country’s 
tyrant,  whofe  banners  he  often  led  to  vidory,  perhaps,  at  the 
fame  moment  when  his  aged  mother  lived  to  fee  her  daughter 
violated  by  a horrid  foldiery,  who  had  mingled  the  alhes  of  her 
hufband  with  thofe  of  their  humble  habitation — in  fuch  a fon, 
alTairination  would  be  a holy  duty,  commanded  by  nature,  and 
approved  of  by  Heaven.  Thus  we  defend  afTaffination,  and  clear 
it  from  the  rubbifh.  of  ignorance,  and  the  falfehoods  of  defpotifm, 
which  were  too  often  fuccefsful  in  confounding  the  charaders 
of  the  man  w^ho  deftroyed  a tyrant,  and  him  who,  to  gratify 
private  revenge,  or  urged  by  avarice,  might  fell  himfelf  to  niur« 
der  an  innocent  fjllow-creature.” 
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Extra^s from  a Newfpapcr  called  the  PRESS, puhlt/hed inDv'&'LlK 
in  the  Pointer  of  i ']()'], 

PRESS,  No.  8,  14th  0(R.  1797. 

“ When  luch  reftraints  are  laid  on  the  prefs,  that  the  people 
are  held  in  ignorance,  and  from  that  ignorance  know  neither 
their  own  duty  as  members  of  the  ftate,  nor  yet  the  duty  of  thofe 
who  are  fet  over  tliem,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  thofe  who 
have  fet  themfelves  over  them,  it  may  fairly  be  concluded  that  the 
government,  where  this  ignorance  prevails,  is  verging  fall  to  its 
'dilfolution.’* 

Same. 

‘‘  The  rule  of  right  is  a rule  that  in  morals  fhould  never 
vary;  but,  in  thefe  kingdoms,  to  preach  up  royalifm  is  the  befh 
rule  ; and  the  wifdom  of  government  prote61:s  thofe  wlio  em- 
brace this  right  fide  of  the  queftion,  while  it  punilTies  with  equal 
redlitude  thofe  who  maintained  that  a republic  is  tlie  only  right 
form  of  government ; —let  us  apply  this  rule  to  the  continent. 
France  is  not  a nation  of  fools;  and  fome  amongfl;  them  have  as 
much  fenfe  (God  forgive  them)  as  ***^-*;  but  no  matter.  T he 
fools  of  France  tell  you,  that  monarchy  is  a coat  of  arms,  vvhofe 
fupporters  are  the  church  and  the  ariflocracy — its  creft,  the 
bloody  hand;  and  its  motto,  Odi  profanum  vulgus ; but  that  de- 
mocracy not  poireffing  thefe  rampant  \w\ts,  is  the  segis  of  wifdom, 
whofe  right  rule  fliould  govern  the  world  ; now  thefe  are  two 
rules  of  righ^y  both  appearing  on  oppofite  principles,  both  pro- 
nounced to  be  the  very  heft  for  the  government  of  man,  and  each 
declared  fupcrlor  to  the  other  in  excellence;  yet  a man  fhall  be 
punifhed  alternately  for  obferving  this  or  that,  according  to  the 
air  which  he  breathes,” 

Prefs,  No.  9.  Ocl.  17th,  1797. 

P'he  United  Irifhmen  recommend  to  each  other  temperance, 
patience,  peace,  and  non-refiftance  (heinous  crimes):  they  do 
not  wilh  for  reform  or  emancipation,  becaufe  they  never  afked 
for  any  fuch  thing — no!  This  is  a little  odd. — But  what  is 
the  confpiracy  ? A confpiracy  of  truth  againfl:  falfehood, — a 
confpiracy  of  peace  and  liberty  againlf  war  and  fiavery, — a con- 
fpiracy of  love  and  national  union  againfl  hatred  and  civil  dif- 
traclion, — a confpiracy  of  reafori,  juflice,  and  virtue,  againfl 
cruel  opprelTion,  inhumanity,  and  vice,” — And  we  will Jay  farther, 
if  the  King  and  his  people  do  not  unite  or  confpire  (call  it  by  what 
name  you  pleafe)  againfl  the  mad,  wicked,  blood-thirfiy  mhiifters,  who 
have  confpired  againfl  both,  God  can  only  tell  how  foon  the  people  will 
lofe  their  beloved  King,  or  he  his  faithful,  but  wretched  people  A 

- Prefs,  No.  10.  0£1.  19,  1797. 

After  a comparifon  of  the  coudu(fl  of  Lord  Yelverton  on  Orr’s 

D condemn- 
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condemnation  to  that  of  Judge  JefFerics,  follows : At  thh  crijis^ 
fo  full  of  horror,  we  have  a confolation  in  thinking  that  certain 
atrocities  can  live  only  till  they  are  underftood;  they  are  hideous 
fpedlres,  which  vanifh  with  the  morning.  The  mere  executions 
of  military  force,  terrible  as  they  are,  go  no  farther  than  the 
branches,  and  may  be  endured ; but  the  blow  that  is  levelled  at 
the  root  of  focicty  is  a warning  to  mankind,  that  “ if  they  do  not 
CiWake^  they  muf  Jleep  for  ever ; there  is  no  alternative  between  liberty 
and  dejirutliofiy  and  if  they  are  too  abject  to  claim  freedom  as  a rights 
i}p€j  m fl  fly  to  it  as  a refuge f 

Same. 

“ IRISH  REBELLION. 

Monday  next  will  be  the  anniverfary  of  what  is  ufuallj 
called  the.  Iri/li  rebellion.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  juflify  the  cruelties 
faid  to  have  been  committed  by  fome  of  the  infurgents  of  that 
day,  &c.  But  whatever  thofe  cruelties  ''may  have  been,  they 
cannot  have  given  rife  to  the  epithet,  Rebellion',  that,  if  juft, 
muft  be  warranted  by  tlie  objetfts  and  demands  of  the  infurgents. 
— [Here  follows  a large  expofition  of  their  demands.]  Oh, 
Ireland!  what  is  to  be  thy  future  If  the  myfterious 

workings  of  Providence  fliall  withhold  from  us  thofe  bleflings 
after  which  we  pant,  will  our  pofterity  calumniate  their  fore- 
fathers, and  fhall  our  failures  be  matter  of  triumph  to  our  chil- 
dren ? But  no;  it  cannot  be — the  honeft,  and,  we  truft,  the 
peaceable  exertions  of  United  Ireland  in  favour  of  freedom  mufl 
fucceed.  The  queftion  of  forfeited  property  is,  thank  God,  by 
common  confent,  at  reft;  and  we  will  not,  like  our  anceftors, 
mar  a national  caufe  by  fedorial  quarrels ; we  fhall  have  no  con- 
troverfies  about  which  fet  of  priefts  fhall  enjoy  the  archbifhop- 
ricks,  bifhopricks,  deanries,  and  other  fpiritual  promotions;  let 
us  then  perfevere  with  patience,  moderation,  firmnefs — Whatever 
Afcendancy  men,  or  Orange  men,  may  attempt,  the  caufe  of 
Irifh  liberty  mufl  finally  prevail,  fupported  as  if  is^  by  a brother-^ 
hood  of  ajfeflion  among  fl  Irifhmen  of  every  religious  per fuafiond"^ 

Prefs,  No.  13.  0£I.  a6,  1797. 

‘‘  But,  my  Lord  [to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  Orr’s  execution], 
it  will  not  do — though  your  guards,  and  your  foldiers,  and  your 
thoufands,  and  your  tens  of  thoufands,  fhould  condu(Sl  inno- 
cence to  death — it  will  not  do. — A voice  has  cried  in  the  wiL 
dernefs,  and  let  the  deferted  ftreets  of  Carrickfergus  proclaim  to 
all  the  world,  that  good  men  wdll  not  be  intimidated  ; and  that 
they  are  yet  more  numerous  than  your  foldiers.” 

No.  9.  061.  17,  1797. 

The  United  Irifhmen  are  every  where  knocked  down  by  the 
hacks  and  runners  of  adminiftration,  with  all  the  rancour  of  poli- 
tical 
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tical  fanatic! fm  ; while  tlie  Orangemen,  who  have  fokmnly 
fworn  to  exterminate  his  Majefty’s  Roman  catholic  fuhjedls,  are 
the  only  perfons  protected  and  cherilhed  by  the  Englifh  cabinet. 
If  then  any  branch  of  his  Majefiy  s opprejjcd  fubjc^s  in  Ireland  are 
driven  to  fcek  foreign  proUtiiony  who  is  to  blamCy  the  opprefjed  or  the 
opprcjjors 

No,  18.  No.  7,  1797. 

« To  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 

For  fhamc!  for  fliame!  what  are  you  afraid  of?  The 
minifter  is  as  timid  as  he  is  infolent — your  ])atience  has  made 
him  proud;  your  humility  has  made  him  haughty  ; your  firm- 
ncfs  will  make  him  fearful.  But  if  the  time  of  recovering  your 
liberties  is  gone  by,  if  your  doom  of  fervitude  is  fealed,  if  you  are 
to  be  Haves,  at  Icalf,  forge  not  your  own  fetters,  nor  fit  them  with 
your  own  hands — let  them  be  forced  upon  you,  and  let  Europe 
fee  that  you  do  not  wear  them  with  willingnefs  and  eafe  ; re- 
member tliat  though  life  is  precious,  liberty  is  the  gem  that 
gives  life  its  luftre.  AfTert  your  rights;  demand  the' confti- 
tution  of  your  forefathers  ; let  not  the  blood  of  Hampden, 
Sidney,  and  RufTell,  have  flowed  in  vain.  Recommend  yourfelves 
to  God,  and,  if  necefTary,  in  defence  of  liberty,  die  in  the  laft 
ditch.” 

No.  17.  Nov.  4,  1797. 

‘‘  Examples  are  not  v/anting,  if  examples  could  avail,  that 
tyranny  has  no  terrors  for  a mind  refolved,  and  th.at  confederated 
multitudes  can  overpower  the  belt  difciplined  troops.  France 
has  confirmed  this  new-difcovered  truth,  and  France  has  af- 
forded a lefTon  of  moderation  to  the  fovereigns  of  Europe.” 

Same. 

The  fatal  Battle  of  Aughrinu 

Mourn,  loH  Hibernia,  ever  mourn 
Thy  freedom  loft,  thy  laurels  torn, 

Thy  warriors  funk  on  Aughrim’s  plains. 

And  Britain  loading  thee  with  chains.” 

No.  23.  Nov.  18,  1797. 

‘‘  Should  thofe  defperate  Frenchmen  be  inclined  to  approach 
our  fhores,  as  they  have  threatened  this  feafon,  and  not  meeting 
Commodore  Winter  in  the  fame  bluftery  temper,  fhould  they 
chance  to  effect:  a landing,  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
the  peafantry  of  the  country,  confidering  the  fignal  gratitude  of 
the  legillature  and  government  fhown  to  them,  for  their  former 
loyalty  and  promptitude  in  the  national  defence,  would  rife  en 
maffcy  and  meet  the  enemy  in  open  armsl^ 

Same, 

The  ever  memorable  capture  and  defruliion  of  the  Bajiile  is 
D 2 a ftriking  • 
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a {Iriklng  and  awful  example  to  tyrannical  governments,  of  what 
even  unarmed  citizens  can  do  againh  difeiplined  force,  entrenched 
in  the  hrongeft  fortifications,  if  once  roufed  by  a fenfe  of  Injuries, 
and  an  enthufiaftic  love  of  liberty,  to  fiiake  off  at  once  their fears 
and  their  chains?^ 

No.  24.  Nov.  21,  1797. 

I mull  warn  you,  that  if  you  hope  to  unite,  the  eafe  and 
indulgence,  both  mental  and  bodily,  of  untroubled  times,  with 
the  agitations  of  party,  you  wdli  be  forely  difappointed.  The 
prefent  times  will  require  uncommon  firmnefs,  large  facrifices, 
fevere  privations,  and  laborious  exertions  ; but  how  fhall  you 
efcape  them,  could  you  defire  it  r you  mull:  fly  irom  your  native 
land,  you  mufl:  renounce  your  fituation  in  fociety,  many  of  your 
luofl:  valuable  connexions;  you  mufl:  divefl  yourfelf  of  the  patriot 
feeling  towards  your  country,  wdiich  includes  all  the  bert  affec- 
tions, and  univerfal  charities  of  the  univerfal  bofom.  And 
whither  would  you  fly?  In  what  quarter  of  the  habitable  globe 
can  you  dream  of  finding  untroubled  and  permanent  repofe, 
amidft  the  general  convulfion  w’hich  fhakes  the  genius  and  the 
moral  infrutnentsP  It  is  not  only  more  manly  and  more  ho- 
nourable, but  alfo  more  prudent,  to  march  with  countenance 
ere£I,  a volunteer,  into  the  patriot  ranks,  than  to  be  forced  to 
the  painful  alternative  of  becoming  one  of  the  fatellites  of 
tyranny,  one  of  the  opprefTors  of  your  country,  one  of  the 
butchers  of  your  brethren;  of  joining  the  patriot  band,  at  a 
future  day,  relu£lantly,  and  ungracioufly,  and  of  bringing  an 
acceffion  of  ftrength,  without  deferving  gratitude  or  honour. 

Above  all,  do  not  defpond  of  the  republic.  Believe  me,  it 
fhall  not  be  lofl.  The  prefent  filence  of  the  people  is  not  the 
filence  of  fear  and  defpondency,  but  of  diferetion — the  public 
caufe  is  not  abandoned,  notwithflanding  the  terrors  of  military 
execution,  &c. ; but  the  day  mufl  come  when  the  people  fliall 
firmly  rally  round  the  conftitution,  and  range  themfelves  boldly 
under  the  flandard  of  freedom.” 

No.  26.  Nov.  25,  1797. 

What  thinks  royalty  now?  how  ftands  its  account  with 
the  w^orld  ? is  it  at  lafl  convinced  of  its  madnefs  and  vanity,  in 
oppreflTing  the  will  of  a great,  but  opprefTed  nation,  07ice  deter- 
mined to  be  free?” 

In  the  letter  to  Lord  Carhampton,  under  the  title  of  Satanides,  is 
■ the  following  palffage: 

No.  27.  Nov.  28,  1797. 

It  was  Indeed  to  be  lamented  that  you  ftiould  perifli  by  tire 
flroke  of  private  jufice,  and  defraud  the  executioner  of  his  right, 
and  the  nation  of  its  example.  Were  you  this  moment  fur- 
rounded  by  the  juftly  enraged  populace  ; w^ere  their  arms  raifed 
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to  inflicl  the  defired  doom,  1 would  throw  myfelf  among  their 
poniards,  1 would  endeavour  to  refcue  you  from  their  fury.  I 
would  intercede  for  your  hated  life — 1 would  fay,  ‘ Suffer  him 
to  pollute  the  air  a little  longer;  degrade  not  the  majeftic  exer- 
tions of  the  people,  by  employing  them  on  fo  bafe  an  object. 
The  day  comes  when  juftice  (hall  prevail,  when  Ireland  lliall 
raife  her  head  from  the  duft,  and  perform  a folemn  facrihce  to 
the  conlfitution — on  that  awful  day  of  rejoicing  to  the  good, 
and  terror  to  the  wicked,  a fevj  viBims  may  be  required',  and  this 
wretch  may  be  included  in  the  number,  and  meet  the  ignominious 
doom  ot  a traitor.” 

No.  27.  Nov.  28,  1797. 

Gracious  God!  for  what  mifery  are  we  referved?  when 
fuch  atrocities  are  ftamped  with  the  praife  of  fplrit,  and  when  it 
is  proclaimed  to  the  republic  of  France,  that  the  natives  of  this 
devoted  country  are  thus  hunted  down  like  wild  beafts,  by  their 
own  nobility  and  gentry  ; when  we  fee  the  addrefs  of  Hoche, 
offering  liberty  and  protefiion,  anfwered  by  the  manifefto  of  Lord 
Grenvdle,  denouncing  Jlavery  and  blood d"* 

Same. 

Let  not  your  ill-judged  violence,  let  not  thofe  divifions 
that  are  villanoufly  fowed  amongfl:  you,  provoke  the  Father  of 
jurtice  to  punifh  your  cruelty  to  one  another,  wdth  condign 
rigour;  be  alTured,  though  ‘ forrow  lafteth  for  a night,  that  joy 
cometh  in  the  morning,’  Be  patient,  be  firm,  and  the  fame 
unanimity  that  makes  common  calamity  fupportable,  will,  be 
aflured,  make  united  effort  irrefiftible,” 

No.  29.  Dec.  2,  1797. 

‘‘  Erin,  daughter  of  the  main, 

When  fhall  thou  thy  rights  regain  ? 

Soon,  oh  I foon,  thy  ftandard  green. 

Proudly  flying  fhall  be  feen. 

Soon  thy  heroes  crowd  the  plain, 

Freedom  marching  in  their  train; 

Echo  all  along  the  fhore. 

Shall  repeat  the  cannon’s  roar. 

Tyrants’  blood  in  ftreams  fliall  flow', — 

Profttate  fall  the  haughty  foe.”  &c.  &c. 

No.  29.'  Dec.  2,  1797. 

To  the  STUDENTS  of  TRINITY  COLLEGE. 

You,  my  fellow-ftudents,  have  explored  the  page  of  hif- 
tory ; where  the  infeft  courtier  is  forgotten,  the  defpot  is 
blafted  in  infamy,  and  the  glorious  tyrannicide  is  immortalized. 
Can  you  remember  one  inflaiice  of  a people  naturally  brave,  and 

wanting. 
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wanting  but  tbe  will  to  be  illuflrious,  fiiccumbing  to  the  domi- 
nation of  their  own  fervants,  their  minions,  and  paffively  ago- 
nizing under  the  extremities  of  oppreflion? — No;  Ireland  is 
fingular  in  fujfFering,  and  in  cowardice;  fhe  could  crufli  her 
tormentors,  and  yet  they  embowel  her  ; Ihe  could  hzfrec,  yet  flie 
h a flave. 

Prefs,  No.  30.  Dec.  5th,  1797. 

There  are  many  reafons  for  doubting  that  tlie  Englifh  go- 
vernment will  venture  on  their  favourite  fcheme  of  removing 
our  militia.  Without  an  a61:  of  parliament  tliey  dare  not  at- 
tempt it,  ns  they  well  know  that  the  Irifli  militia,  in  fo  jufl;  a 
caufe,  would  rehil;  force  by  force,  and  be  fupported,  in  fuch  re- 
fillance,  by  every  honeif  man  in  the  nation.’'  . 

No.  32.  Dec.  9th,  1797. 

“ We  recommend  the  proclamation  of  General  Buonaparte  to 
the  Ligurian  republic,  to  the  moll  ferious  confidei ation  of  the 
Irllh  patriots.  It  is  a proclamation  that  breathes  the  moft  tender 
lentiments  of  moderation  and  morality,  and  teaches  us  that  the 
beh  caufe  is  endangered,  and  the  purelt  motives  counteradled  by 
violence  and  paflion.  Above  all,  it  is  a leffon  to  the  tyrants  of 
Europe,  as  it  teaches  them  that  they  cannot  delude  their  fubje£ls 
by  falle  colourings  of  French  liberty;”  and  that  wherever 
the  F'rencli  have  carried  their  arms,  they  have  dellroyed  cor- 
rupt governments,  and  led  the  people  to  cxift  wdth  glory.” 

No.  34.  Dec.  14th,  1797. 

Monaghan  Affizes.  Among  thofe  convi6Ied,  many  of 
whom  were  catholics,  were  the  two  only  fons  of  an  innocent 
and  venerable  old  man  of  the  name  of  Johnflon,  a proteflant 
diffenter; — the  elded  for  taking  arms  in  the  town  of  Glaflough, 
to  prevent  the  dif arming  of  the  county  by  the  military  \ — the  other,  for 
/imply  adminijiering  the  United  IriJJjmans  oath.  The  elded  was 
pardoned — the  younged  hanged,  it  is  diid  by  midake,  &c.  The 
youth,  wlio  was  17  years  of  age,  walked  undaunted  to  the  place 
of  execution,  and  met  death  with  a compofure  that  argued  a- 
mind  unconjeious  of  guilt 

No.  35.  Dec.  i6th,  1797. 

“ Such  is  now  the  efFecSl  of  politics,  that  family  difputes  are 
become  very  frequent  by  the  contrary  opinions  entertained,  and 
we  condantly  hear  of  two  JiJiers  who  are  for  ever  grumbling ; 
and  who,  we  think,  would, as  our  countryman  fays,  “agree  better 
together,  if  they  were  afunder,"'' 

No.  36.  Dec.  19, th,  1797. 

“ The  catholics  and  prelbyterians  are  united  in  indidbluble 
ties,  like  dying  martyrs,  in  a common  caufe,  priding  themfelves 
in  mutual  good  offices,  and  for  ever  abjuring  the  barbarous  fana- 
ticlfm  that  made  them  hate  each  other.  From  the  protedants  of 

the 
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the  eftablifhment,  every  man  of  worth,  of  talent,  or  of  honour, 
has  ranged  himfelf  by  their  fide  ; and  nothing  now  remains  againli 
Irifb  union  but  25,000,  as  near  as  may  be,  of  bigots,  hirelings, 
and  dependents,  juft  enough  to  furnifli  the  Lord  Lieutenant  v\ith 
addrclfes.” 

Same. 

To  IRISH  WOMEN. 


‘‘  In  political  changes  you  have  been  frequently  the  a(ftuatlng 
principle ; then,  oh!  determine  to  a6l  for  the  melioration  of  your 
country  in  the  mighty  crijis  which  awaits  her. 

It  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  there  is  not  a preponderancy  of 
redlitude  either  on  the  part  of  the  government,  or  of  the  people  ; if 
then  juftice  be  on  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  impartiality  is  not  only 
piifillanimous,  but  criminal.  I only  urge  you  to  invejiigate,  and 
choofe  your  opinions.  This  is  your  bounden  duty  ; if  you  perform 
it,  and  abftra<ft;  the  confideration  from  prejudice,  I have  no  doubt 
you  will  determine  as  you  ought ; I have  no  doubt  that  Erin  will 
have  to  boaft  a race  of  daughters,  as  patriotic  as  they  are  fair — as 
magnanimous  as  they  are  lovely.  1 know  your  arms  are  not 
ftnewed  to  buffet  the  furge  of  war;  you  have  a far  different  field 
for  exertion ; be  it  yours  to  conciliate,  to  animate,  to  perfuade. 
Truth,  in  its  moft  ftern  and  rugged  form,  is  refpeiftable  ; but, 
when  it  affumes  the  guifeof  woman,  it  is  irrefiftible.” 


No.  39.  Dec.  26th,  1797. 
‘‘To  THE  LORD  LIEUTENANT. 


“ The  day  is  faft  approaching,  when  you  W'ill  be  ftriick  with  a 
fenfe  of  your  duty,  but  perhaps  too  late  when  promifes  and  threats 
will  be  equally  defpifed  by  a people  determined  to  be  free.'''* 

No.  39.  Dec.  26th,  1797. 

A Chriftmas-box  to  the  readers  of  the  Prefs,  concluding,  after 
recommending  fobriety  and  orderly  behaviour  to  the  United  Irifh- 
men  : “ In  vain  would  the  coward,  who  lurks  for  a moment, 
when  fuccefsmay  determine  him  to  come  forward  to  reap  a harveft 
which  he  has  not  fovvn,  expecl  that  fuch  cold-blooded  policy  will 
avail  him.  He  may  efcape  the  punifiment  by  which  many  guilty  perfons 
muji  prepare  to  make  atonement  for  their  public  crimes',  but  contempt 
and  impunity  can  be  his  only  reward.” — “ Laftly,  in  the  language 
of  the  great  apoftle,  “We  charge  ye,  brethren,  that  you  love  one 
another  ; for  it  is  a goodly  thing  to  dwell  together  in  unity  and  bro- 
therly love'f  and  when  your  courage  and  conjiancy  fmll  have  triumphed 
over  your  opprejjors,  yours  7nay  yet  be  the  delightful  prerogative  of 
tempering  juftice  with  mercy. , 

No.  41.  January  2d,  1798. 

“ To  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 

“ Be  fteady,  my  friends ; for  without  fteadinefs,  refolution  Is  a 

weak 
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weak  virtue.  Your  fu fFerings  cannot  always  laH^  and  Europe 
ynavyet  fee  you  forgiving  thofe  who  now  whip  and  fcoiirge  you.” 
— “ Government,  even  the  worft  and  wickedeft,  is  ftill  govern- 
ment, and  luhile  it  lajisy  fome  refpecl  is  due  to  it.  Submillion  to 
prefent  circnmftances  w'ill  demonftrate  how  worthy  you  are  to 
participate  of  that  reform,  in  purfuit  of  w'hlch  the  befl  have  bled, 
and  Avhich,  be  affured,  your  virtue  muft  attain.” 

Same. 

But  the  night  of  forrow  is  receding,  and  the  day-ftar  of  liberty 
rifes  fad  upon  it — T.  he  philofophy  that  has  enlightened  the  conti- 
nent, approaches  to  illuminate  your  ifle — She  rides  upon  the  w'aves, 
and  navies  fink  before  her;  Ihe  Heps  upon  the  fliore,  and  armies 
difappear.  Her  virtue  is  your  own  ; for  philofophy  is  truth,  and 
truth  is  fuccefs.” 

No.  43.  January  6th,  1798. 

It  is  both  dangerous  and  unprofitable  to  opprefs  the  poor.  If 
it  Ihould  happen  that  the  foldiery  and  the  people  fhould  make  one 
common  caufe,  as  they  have  common  intereli  and  common  feel- 
ings, the  rich  muft  prepare  to  make  way  for  new  polfelfors,  and, 
when  it  is  too  late,  repent  the  honeft  warnings  which  our  faithful 
columns  have  fo  often  afforded  them.” 

No.  44.  January  9th,  1798. 

The  union  of  brotherhood  is  daily  increafing  in  Scotland,  to 
the  great  annoyance  of  his  Majefty’s  ministers.” 

No.  47.  January  i6tli,  1798. 

United  Iriflirnen — Their  meetings  were  made  felonies — • 
They  ffeadily  kept  their  ground  ; they  have  been,  like  the  early 
chriftians,  perfecuted,  put  to  death  and  torture — they  have  flill 
perfevered  ; at  one  time  100,000  men  were  made  felons  by  a 
parliament,  of  vjhich  wc  do  not  mean  to  /peak  any  more\  they  were 
driven  to  more  folemn  obligations  of  fidelity  and  fecrecy.  We  be- 
lieve they  are  now',  wdth  the  exception  of  a few  thoufands,  com- 
menfurate  "with  the  population  of  the  nation. 

“ May  they  flill  be  merciful,  temperate,  and  juft  ! They  may, 
perhaps,  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  Ihowing,  by  a<fts  of  mercy 
and  forgivenefs,  more  fiiblime  than  foruine  has  yet  put  it  into 
their  power  toexercife  that  virtue,  which  it  (hall  be  our  province 
to  cultivate  and  fofter.” 

Same. 

This  day  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  King’s  Parliament 
went  to  Chriil’s  Church,  to  return  thanks  for  the  laft  viftory.” 

No.  48.  January  i8th,  1798. 

To  THE  YEOMEN  of  IRELAND. 

‘‘  Some  of  you,  perhaps,  may  think  you  have  an  intereft  In  a 
life  of  bondage; — grlevoufly  will  you  find  yourfelyes  miftaken  ; 

a day 
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A day  of  reckoning  will  come  when  the  utmofl:  farthing  muft  be 
paid.  Look  around  you  ; count  the  millions  that  are  burning  their 
chains,  and  fay,  which  has  the  majority  ; you  or  the  nation?  Ad- 
here to  that  diuy  from  which  no  oath  can  abfolve  you  : Prote£i 
your  country  and  its  laws. 

“ Hut  your  King- The  hiftory  of  your  country  has  told  you, 

that  allegiance  and  protedion  are  mutual;  and  that,  could  the 
monarch  violate  the  laws,  your  oath  or  allegiance  would  be  an 
oath  ot  refijiance.  Will  you  be  the  Irilh  “ gentry*”  that,  Lord 
Grenville  fays,  join  in  the  murders  of  their  country  ? Or  would 
you  not  rather  be  that  generous  Irilh  people,  who,  he'  fays,  do 
reiiit  abufe.” 

No.  48.  Jan.  i8th,  1798. 

‘‘  THE  DISUNITED  MEN. 

The  Difunited  Men  fay,  there  can  be  no  conciliation  with 
traitors  ; w^e  hope  how'ever,  that,  traitors  as  they  are,  they  w'ill  find 
“ that  mercy  which  they  did  not  fhow'-,”  fuch  of  them  at  lead,  as 
are  not  fteeped  to  the  very  eyes  “ in  crimes  of  deadly  hue — 
Arfon,  confpiracy,  fuhoniation,  perjury,  and  murder,  cannot  be 
forgiven.  Libels  and  cheats  maybe  torgiven;  folly  and  malice 
defpifed. — Ponder  on  this,  ye  difunited  men.” 

Prefs,  No.  51.  , Jan.  25th,  1798-. 

To  THEIR  HIGH  MIGHTINESSES  the  GENERALS, 
LIEUTENANT-GENERALS,  &c.  NON-COMMIS- 
SIONED OFFICERS,  DRUMMERS,  and  PRIVATES, 

NOW  EXERCISING  THE  PoWERS  OF  GOVERNMENT  IN 

IRELAND.  ■ - 

The  PETITION  of  the  poor  affii^ted  People  of  Ireland,  united 
in  Misfortune  and  Affedlion  to  each  other,  and  in  humble  Duty 
to  your  HighnefTes,  &c. 

‘‘  We  do  dutifully  implore  your  HighnefTes  to  do  all  Teeming 
jufiice  towards  yourfelves  ; and  feeing  how  little  profit  and  advan- 
tage there  is,  or  has  been,  in  deftroying  the  habitations,  &c.  of 
your  and  dutiful  fubjedfs;  and  feeing  how  many  palaces  and 
caflles,  &c.  there  be  in  the  hands  of  your  inveterate  enemies, ^&c.  ‘ 
and  many  bilhopricks,  re^fories,  and  other  offices  in  church'and 
ffate  there  be  ; We,  therefore,  pray  your  HighnefTes  to  take  the 
fame  to  your  non-gracious  ufct  and  to  confider  what  goodly  bifhops, 
judges,  lawyers,  fpeakers,  marquifTes,  counfellors  of  ftate,  and 
tafters  of  wine*  your  MightinclTes  would  make,  and  above  all, 
liow  much  eajier  is  the  burden  of  fpending  a few  thoufand^  pounds  by 
the  year,  than  that  of  carrying  a knapfack  and  firelock,  as  the  greater 
part  of  you  at  prefent  do  ; and  we  pledge  ourf elves  to  affifi  you  in  the 
faid  juft  andmeceiTary  undertaking — for  God  and  for  man — for  re-  ' 
ligion-for  - ^uf  rights  and  liberties— for  magna  eharta — the  bill  of 

E rights 
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rights — the  trial  by  jury— and  our  inojl  blefjed  conftitutlon  in  church 
' and Jlatej'' 

No.  52.  Jan.  27th,  1798. 
From  Mr.  ROGER  O^CONNOR’s  Third  Letter. 

^ Thanks  to  the  God  of  nature,  who  works  by  means  in- 
fcrutable  to  mortal  ken,  Grenville,  Pitt,  and  Jenkinfon,  have 
done  wonders  ; they  have  nearly  realized  our  fond  hopes  of  feeing^ 
thofe  abitfesy  whieh  have  hitherto  withfood  the  ineffeSiual  Jiruggles  of 
divided  kingdoms^  fall  prof  rate  before  the  moderate^  but  determined 
exertions  of  united  nations.''^ 


No.  56.  Feb.  6th,  1798. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


We  have  received  a dialogue  between  a venerable  old  coun- 
tryman and  a foldicr,  in  which  the  countryman  feduces  the  foldler 
from  murder  and  robbery  ; but  fhow's,  that  even  though  it  be 
loyal,  and  for  the  good  of  religious  and  focial  order,  to  murder 
and  plunder,  it  is  both  fafer,  and  more  profitable y to  rob  the  rich  ihan 
the  poor.^’’ 

No.  57.  Feb.  8,  1798. 

The  PEOPLE. 


Happy  would  it  be  for  their  oppreiTors,  were  the  prefent 
filence  of  the  people  the  filence  of  death  ; but,  thrice  happy  for  the 
people,  it  is  only  the  filence  of fieep.  The  night  is  nearly  fpent,  and 
the  morning  breaks'*******.  Your  T.ordlhip  (the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant) may  have  the  bappinefs  of  feeing,  that  the  IriOi  people  are 
as  valiant  in  the  fields  as  they  are  patient  under  torture^  and  re- 
figned  at  the  ficajfj'old.''* 

No.  58.  Fetr.  loth,  1798. 

‘‘  The  prefbyterian  of  Ulller  wifhes  for  life  only  that  he  may 
fee  his  country  free^  and  all  t!ic  people  partaking  equally  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  citizens  ; nothing  lefs  is  their  object  than  the  in^ 
dependence  of  Ireland y and  the  freedom  of  all  its  inhabitants.  Truft 
me,  the  prefbyterians  of  Ulller  do  by  no  means  with  to  fee  you  fit 
dowm  contented  w'iih  cold  catholic  emancipation,  as  a from 
any  government:  no;  they  wiili  to  fee  you,  by  their  owPx  energy,, 
refeue  yourfelves  from  that  oppreiiion  you  have  fo  long  laboured 
under  ; and  in  doing  fo,  they  are  ready  to  rifiz  every  thing  in  the 
common  caufe.” 

No.  58.  Feb.  loth,  1798. 

“ What  a glorious  profpedl  opens  to  the  view  of  every  honeft 
Irifhman  ! The  adminiflration  is  reduced  to  this  dreadful  preci- 
pice, that  if  it  moved  forward,  it  is  dalhed  to  pieces;  and  if  it 
attempts  to  retreat,  certain  dedruclion  is  its  fate.  Thus,  in  the. 
very  nature  of  things,  tlie  diffolution  of  the  prefent  fyllem  is  in- 
evitable ; and  the  freedom  of  Ireland  is  as  certainly  approaching^. 

4 as 
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as  ihc  noontide  blaze  advances  from  the  early  dawn.  A little 
patience  will  Toon  terminate  our  fiuTerings.  Pcrfeverance  In  union, 
and  brotherly  alFedion,  will,  for  the  prefent,  alleviate  them.  VVe 
hear  of  your  fiifferings  and  your  virtues  \ we  are  alfo  fuffering 
with  you  in  the  fame  caufe  ; and  the  time  is  not  far  didant,  when 
our  pajjlve  virtues^  impregnated  with  the  adiivs  ones,  lhall  procure 
for  Ireland  her  rights  ; (hall  hurl  confufion  and  dellrudfion  on  her 
enemies;  fliall  avenge  the  manes  of  her  flaughtered  patriots,  in- 
demnify the  fufferings  of  thofe  w'ho  may  efcape  the  profcription, 
and  confolidate  the  everlading  glory,  happinefs,  and  peace  of 
Ireland.” 

No.  6r.  Feb.  17th,  1798. 
TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 

Your  mailers  are  alarmed:  they  will  propofe  a reform  in 
parliament,  not  fo  much  to  divide  you  (for  that  they  know  is 
impollible),  as  to  paralyze  your  efforts,  and  to  lhake  that  w'hicli 
they  cannot  pull  down.  Truff  them  not. — Whilft  they  thought 
you  difunited  and  unable  to  refid  tyranny,  they  reviled  and  in- 
fulted  you;  but  at  the  name  of  the  Great  Nation,  they  Ihrunk 
into  their  owm  worthleffnefs : already  they  hear  its  thunders 
breaking  on  their  heads,  and  fee  its  armies  pouring  dcdruFlIon  on 
them.  While  thofe  thunders  rolled  at  a diftance,  they  defpifed 
the  noife  ; for  men  are  apt  to  be  brave  when  they  apprehend  no 
danger;  but  as  the  found  approaches,  their  dread  increafes  with 
its  nearriefs,  and,  appalled  at  the  power  they  had  fo  often  defied, 
they  lower  the  loftinefs  of  their  air,  and  affume  the  tones  of  mo- 
deration, &c.  If  they  be  fi  nee  re  in  their  profeffions  of  reform, 
let  the  axe  be  laid  to  the  root.  What  fignifies  the  clippings  and 
{hearings  of  a few  withered  leaves,  while  the  whole  trunk  is  rot- 
ten ? Let  the  tree  be  cut  down  and  cad  into  the  fire,  it  has  but 
too  long  cumbered  the  ground. — Beware  of  them  ; w'hen  they 
have  over-reached  you  and  got  you  in  their  power,  they  will  re- 
turn to  their  old  fydem,  and  afterwards  laugh  at  you.  Neither 
mud  you  hope  a fecond  time  to  be  relieved, — but  be Jlcady^  and  do 
twt  adi  profanely^  thwart  not  that  kind  P rcvulcnct  which  is  ivorking 
your  deliverance^ 

No.  61.  Feb.  r7th  17th,  1798. 

‘‘  We  mud  deplore  his  (Col.  Manfergh  St.  George’s'  death,  as 
the  melancholy  confequence  of  that  pernicious  fydem  of  Pitt  and 
his  alfociales,  wliich  by  hollowing  the  -rich  againd  the  poor^  the 
protedant  againd  the  papid — weakly  endeavours  to  prevent  an 
union,  which  mud  terminate  in  the  dedru£lion  of  their  power, 
and  the  punilhment  of  their  crimes  ; a very  Ihort  time  however 
\vill  expofe  thofe  adadins  in  their  true  colours.” 

No.  63.  Feb.  2 2vl,  ‘1798. 

What  a people  can  do,  the  people  of  North  America  have 

E 2 done 
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done  ; what  a people  ought  to  do,  the  people  of  Ireland  ar^ 
confidering.” 

Same. 

The  Prefs  will  continue  to  its  lad  hour  to  defpife  its  adver- 
faries  ; and  be  it  filenced  when  it  may,  it  will  liye  in  the  remem- 
bratice  of  Irilhmen,  whofe  union  is  now  complete,  who  know 
their  duties  and  will  perform  them.” 

“ 1 he  dirpofition  to  repel  oppreflion  and  madacrc,  are  clearly- 
augmented  by  the  late  determination  to  purftie,  and  of  confe- 
quence  to  increafe  rigorous  meafures  againd  the  people  of  this 
land  ; but  men,  when  infpired  by  liberty,  will  not  long  deliberate 
on  adopting  what  nature  prompvS,  Freedom,  or rELSE.” 

PRESS. 

Extradl  frojn  a Letter  in  No.  68  of  the  Prefs^  which  was  feixed  on 
the  Day  of  tt,s  intended  Publication,  addrejjed  to  the  Author  of 
Coercion. 

My  Load,  the  ancients  entertained  a fuperd'tion  that  in  cer- 
tain circiimidances  men  were  irreiiliibly  impelled  by  Tome  fecret 
power  to  their  own  dedrudtion  ; or,  to  ufe  a word  which  feems 
to  be  immediately  derived  from  the  fiiperdition,  that  they  were 
infatuated;  fuch,  my  Lord,  at  prefeni  feems  your  fituation. — > 
You  feem  to  fhut  your  eyes  on  the  filiation  of  this  country — you 
feem  incapable  of  deriving  any  advantage  from  the  example  of 
another  country — The  hand  of  fate  feems  upon  you,  and  you  dill 
go  on  as  foolifhly  confident,  and  as  madly  gay,  as  the  infect  that 
flutters  round  the  torch,  or  the  bird  that  cannot  refid  the  fafcina- 
tion  of  the  ferpent’sjaw's  that  are  extendeel  to  devour  him. 

I know,  my  Lord,  you  plume  yourfcif  on  the  imaginary 
fafety  of  your  fituation.  But  pride  not  yourfelf  any  longer  on 
that  circumltance  ; deceive  yourfelf  no  more  ; I tell  you,  you 
are  in  danger  : think  not  to  fcreen  yourfelf  behind  the  fhield  of 
parliamentary  fupport  j repofe  not  on  the  delufive  promifes  of 
military  protedlion  : they  will  avail  you  nothing  in  the  dread  mo- 
ment of  national  retribution,  and  amid  the  conlufion  of  revolu- 
tionary vengeance. 

At  fuch  a moment,  if  unhappily  perferverance  in  your  prefent 
conduct  ihould  induce  it,  the  facred  perfon  of  tlie  judge  will  not 
be  refpedled  ; your  elevated  fituation  will  not  protedl  you  ; the 
formalities  of  trial  may  be  laid  afide  ; the  cautious  and  edablifhed 
rules  of  evidence  may  be  exploded:  at  fuch  a jun6lure  the  forms 
of  law  may  not  be  Infulted  to  judify  your  execution.  There  will 
be  no  neceliity  for  fuborned  tellimony,  or  intoxicated  jurymen, 
to  procure  your  condemnation.  Ireland  can  afford  the  cleared 
evidence  of  your  crimes:  the  unanimous  voice  of  its  inhabitants 
will  pronounce  you  guilty;  on  fuch  an  occafion,  our  difguft 
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agalnfl  the  duty  of  executioner’ will  be  fufpended,  and  men  will 
contend  for  the  honour  of  terminating  fo  deftrudtive  an  exiftence* 

JLxiratls  from  a Colk6lion  of  Swgs,  entitUdy  Jhe  Irljb  Harft 
new  Jirung. 

The  new  Viva  la. 

Tune — Willy  was  a wanton  Wag^ 

Mufe  of  energy  and  fire, 

Stretch  abroad  thy  bolded  wing; 

Freedom  calls!  afiinne  the  lyre. 

Freedom  calls  I arife  and  fing. 

Viva  la,  long  live  the  people 
Free  trom  care  and  flavery ; 

Viva  la,  Hibernia  ; 

Man  will  mrely  foon  be  freCt 

Sing  the  captive’s  broken  chain, 

Sing  the  tyrant’s  wither’d  arm. 

Mad  oppredion  dorms  in  vain. 

Freedom’s  treath  has  broke  the  charm. 

Viva  la,  &c; 

Slavery’s  baftile  rear’d  its  head. 

Deep  the  ftrong  foundation  lay. 

Loft  in  its  tremendous  fliade. 

Nations  mourn’d  the  abfent  day. 

Viva  la,  See. 

All  the  ghaftly  regions  round. 

Stretch’d  immenfe  a hideous  wild, 

Mifery  hop’d  and  horror  trown’d. 

Men  defpair’d  and  demons  fmil’d. 

Viva  la.  See, 

Sudden  founding  from  afar, 

* Freedom’s  awful  voice  was  heard  ; 

Glorious  as  the  morning  ftar. 

Soon  Liberty  herfelf  appear’d. 

Viva  la,  Szc, 

Triumph  fhining  in  her  eyes, 

Beams,  of  heavenly  fplendour  Ihed, 

Kindling'up  the  glowing  Ikies, 

Darknel's  faw  and  midnight  fled. 

Viva  la,  See, 

Down  the  Gothic  ftrudfure  then 
Thunder’d  on  the  builders’  heads; 

, Slaves  beheld,  and  fprung  to  men. 

Tyrants  faw,  and  fhrunk  to  fhades. 

Viva  la,  &c; 

’Storms 
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Storms  and  tempefts  howling  flew, 
Defolation  left  the  feene, 

' Gales  of  vernal  fragrance  blew. 

Nature  blew  in  flowery  green. 

Viva  la,  Sre, 

Freedom,  flill  extend  thy  fway, 

Boundlefs  may  thy  influence  run, 
Univerfal  as  the  day, 

Everlafling  as  the  fun. 

Viva  la,  5cc. 


Plant,  plant  the  P’ree. 

Tune — Daffy  hi  down  dilly, 

ift. 

See,  Erin’s  fons,  yon  rifing  beam 
The  eaftern  hills  adorning, 

Now  freedom’s  fun  begins  to  gleam. 

And  break  a glorious  morning ; 

Defpotic  fway  from  France  is  chas’d, 

And  church  delufions  vanilh’d, 

Our  ifle  fhall  never  be  difgrac’d 
If  thefe  dread  fiends  were  banifh’d, 

ChoruSf 

Plant,  plant  the  tree,  fair  freedom’s  tree, 

’Midft  danger,  wounds,  and  flaughtcr  \ 

Erin’s  green  fields  its  foil  fhall  be. 

Her  tyrant’s  blood  its  water. 

2d. 

They  come,  they  come  ; fee  myriads  come 
Of  Frenchmen  to  relieve  us  : 

Seize,  feize  the  pike,  beat,  beat  the  dtum. 

Then  come,  my  friends,  to  fave  us  ; 

Whilfi;  trembling  defpots  fly  this  land. 

To  fhun  impending  danger. 

We  firetch  forth  our  fraternal  hand 
To  hail  each  welcome  firanger. 

Plant,  plant  the  tree,  6cc. 

3<1- 

That  Caflle  which  through  ages  pad 
For  defpots  was  appointed. 

You,  foverelgn  people,  claim  at  lafi, 

For  you’re  the  Lord’s  anointed  : 


The 
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The  ufelefs  baubles  that  adorn’d 
Our  late  Vice-royal  ninnies. 

Now  to  the  crucible  return’d. 

Produce  you  ufeful  guineas. 

Plant,  plant  the  tree,  &c- 
4th. 

Thofe  nicknames,  Marquis,  Lord,  and  Earl, 

That  fet  the  crowd  a-gazing; 

We  prize  as  hogs  efteem  a pearl. 

Their  patents  fet  a-blazing, 

No  more  they’ll  vote  away  our  wealth. 

To  pleafe  a King  or  Queen,  firs, 

But  gladly  pack  away  by  ftealth. 

Or  tafte  the  guillotine,  firs. 

Plant,  plant  the  tree,  &c. 

5th. 

Our  Commons  too,  who  fay  fo  footh 
They  reprefent  the  nation. 

Shall  fcamper  eaft,  weft,  north,  and  fouth, 

Or  feel  our  indignation  ; 

The  Speaker’s  mace  to  current  coin 
We  prefently  will  alter,  ^ 

For  ribands  lately  thought  fo  fine 
We’ll  fit  each  with  a halter. 

Plant,  plant  the  tree, 

6th. 

No  more  our  tithes  we’ll  grumbling  throw 
To  thofe  who  on  us  trample. 

But,  where  he  wills  eaciv  man  fhall  go 
To  reafon’s  pureft  temple ; 

Erin  go  brah,  each  choir  lEall  fing, 

The  heart  opprefs’d  to  cheer,  firs; 

Not  thofe  curs’d  founds,  ‘‘  God  fave  the  King,’^ 
Difcordant  grate  our  ears,  firs. 

Plant,  plant  the  tree, 

7th. 

The  nation’s  bank  has  been  put  up 
To  fwindiing  moft  completely. 

To  forgeries  it  e’en  can  fhoop 
On  guinea  notes  fo  neatly. 

And  wfien  it  gets  your  folid  coip, 

The  cuftom-houfe  marauder 
Will  forgery  in  red  letters  join 
To  the  back  of  Townly  Lawder. 

Plant,  plant  the  tree,  kc4 


8th, 
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Thofe  lawyers  who  with  face  of  brafs, 

And  wigs  replete  with  learning, 

Whofe  far-feicb’d,  quibbling  quirks  furpaf^ 
Republicans’  dircerning ; 

For  them,  to  ancient  iorms  be  Aaunch, 

^Twill  fait  fuch  worthy  fellows, 

In  juftice  Ipare  one  legal  branchy 
I mean,  referve  the  gallows. 

Plant,,  plant  the  tree, 

9th. 

And  when  th’  all-glorious  work  is  done. 

Rejoice  with  one  another, 

To  plough-fhares  beat  the  fword  and  gun, 
Nowev’ry  man’s  your  brother; 

Detefted  wars  fhall  ever  ceafe 
In  kind  fraternization, 

All  will  be  harmony  and  peace, 

And  the  whole  world  one  nation. 

Plant,  plant  the'  tree.  See 


Fatal  Blow* 

T une — Over  the  Hills  and far  azVaje 

Come,  come  my  countrymen,  advance. 
Charge  your  mulket,  point  your  lance  ; 
Proclaim  your  will  from  fhore  to  fhdre, 
Till  tyranny  fhali  be  no  more. 

Too  long  have  tyrants  rul’d  tlie  land. 

Too  long  you  fpare  the  ruffian  band  5 
The  blood  by  vile  oppreffors  fhed 
Calls  vengeance  on  each  guilty  head. 

To  you  in  this  decifive  hour 
Avenging  fate  entrufts  her  power  ; 

Then  hafte  to  fir  ike  the  fatal  blow. 

And  punifti  each  tyrannic  foe. 
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Printed  Papers  againjl  taking  Bank  Notes,  and pu  ’rchajing  ^It 

Rents, 

A CAUTION  to  THE  BRETHREN; 


THOSE  appointed  by  you  to  fuperintend  your  interefls^ 
have  from  time  to  time  fent  you  fuch  advice,  or  information,  as 
they  were  enabled  from  rede6;ion  or  inquiry  to  offer  for  your 
advantage  and  the  general  good. 

Still  a6luated  by  the  fame  principle  of  zeal  and  fidelity,  they 
deem  it  their  dutv  to  caution  you  againft  the  immenfe  quantity 
of  bank  notes,  which  government  is  fabricating  without  bounds. 
We  need  not  tell  you  that  the  value  of  any  bank  note  refts  upon 
the  credit  of  him  who  ilTues  it.  And,  in  our  opinion,  the 
iffuer  of  this  paper  is  a bankrupt,  who,  in  all  likelihood,  muff 
fhortly  fhut  up,  and  run  away.  The  prelent  convenience  of 
circulation  will  be  but  poor  amends  for  the  fublequent  beggary 
and-ruin  it  will  bring  on  the  holders  ; for  you  know  it  will  be 
walfc  paper,  and  mull  flop  fomewhere  as  foon  as  there  is  ?^burj}^ 
and  that  the  pofTeiTor  (God help  him)  will  be  robbed  of  fo  much 
property  as  he  has  taken  it  for. 

Sometimes  people  accept  of  rap-halfpence  for  the  convenience 
of  change  ; but  that  is  by  far  not  fo  foolilli  as  taking  thefe  bank 
notes;  for  a tinker  or  brafs-founder  will  give  you  fomething  for 
bafe  metal:  but  when  the  government  goes  down,  thefe  fine 
notes  of  theirs,  with  (lamps  of  hundreds  and  ihoufands  upon 
them,  will  not  fetch  a penny  a pound  at  a fnufF-lliop.  Befidcs, 
government  has  a great  many  guineas  in  the  banks  and  elfe- 
where,  which  there  is  a defgn  of  hoarding  up  againft  the  hard 
pujh,  when  thefe  folks  are  very  certain  their  bank  notes  will  not 
be  worth  as  much  as  the  old  rags  they  were  made  of.  But  if 
yoUll  not  give  the  government  contra61ors  or  commiftioners 
your  goods  without  hard  cajh,  they  muft  fliell  out  the  gold. 
What  is  the  worft  that  can  happen  to  you,  but  to  fell  fomewhat 
lefs,  until  the  want  of  your  commodities  makes  them  pay  for 
them  in  proper  coin  ; or  if  your  don’t  fell,  is  it  not  better  for 
you  to  have  your  goods  than  to  give  th^mfor  nothing  ^ 

THE  UNITED  IRISHMEN - 

TO  THE 

LANDED  AND  MONIED  INTERESTS  OF  IRELAND. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex^ 
chequer  to  fell  the  quit-rents  of  tlie  crown,  in  order  to  raife  lieW 
fupplies  for  the  profecution  of  this  unjuft,  unnecefTary,  and 
ruinous  \^ar;  now  we,  the  United  Ip.ishmen,  impelled  by 

F . a fenfe 
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a fenfe  of  public  duty,  and  a fincere  regard  to  the  r'lghl!^  of  pro- 
perty ^ think  fit  to  give  you  this  public  caution,  that  no  fueh 
fraudulent  tranfadlion,  confuming  by  anticipation  the  refources 
and  future  revenues  of  the  nation,  will  be  fufficlent  to  Hand  good 
in  the  event  of  a revolution  and  a free  legillature;  a fair  and 
folid  bargain  mufl  have  the  fandlion  of  due  authority : but  this, 
as  well  as  every  other  loan  or  contradb  now  in  agitation,  is  in 
itfelf  invalidated  by  the  nefarioufnefs  of  its  objedl,  and  the  in- 
competency of  the  prefent  parliament  to  bind  the  nation  by  any 
adt  whatfoever,  as  it  is  notorious  to  the  whole  world  that  it  was 
named  by  the  crown,  under  the  terrors  of  martial  law\  that  there 
cxifts  in  it  no  freedom  of  adlion,  but  that  it  is  the  bought  bafe 
inftrument  of  fupporting  an  exterminating  government  and  fo* 
reign  dominion. 

fftcr  this  let  the  dupes  blame  themfelvcs* 
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Extras  from  the  Trial  of  Daniel  Glllan,  Owett  Af^Canna^  TVilllam 
ATCanna^  and  Peter  A'PCarron,  Privates  In  the  Adonaghan  Re- 
giment of  AfiUtla^  held  at  B elf  aft  on  the  %th  of  Alay  1797,  on  the 
following  Charges : 

id.  Forexciting,  caufing,  and  joining  in  a mutiny  and  fe* 
dition  in  the  faid  regiment. 

2d.  For  not  ufing  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  fupprefs  faid 
mutinv  and  fedition,  being  prefent  thereat  ; and  alfo  for  not 
giving  information  without  delay  to  their  commanding  officer, 
of  fuch  mutiny  or  intended  mutiny,  as  foon  as  they  came  to  the 
knowledge  thereof. 

' The  firfi:  witnefs,  corporal  John  Reel,  depofed,  “ I met 
Daniel  Gillan  and  Owen  M‘Ganna  one  day  in  North  Street; 
Gillan  alked  me  what  I thought  of  the  plan  he  had  laid  out— 
I then  alked  him  what  it  w’as — he  told  me  it  was  to  get  articles 
from  the  town’s-pcople  to  form  focieties  in  tlie  regiment.  I faid 
I did  not  think  there  were  fcholars  good  enough  in  the  regiment 
fo  carry  on  the  bufinefs;  he  madeanfwer,  and  faid,  that  he  and 
Owen  M^Canna  were  fcliolars  good  enough  to  carry  on  that  and 
more : we  then  appointed  a meeting  for  that  night  at  the  houfe 
of  one  Ciriffin,  in  Blue  Bell  Entry;  we  met  accordingly  at 
Griffin’s  houfe,  rayfelf  and  the  thiee  pri loners,  Daniel  Gillan, 
Owen  IVECanna,  and  Willihm  NFCanna;  we  w^ent  up  ftairs, 
called  for  fomeheer,  and  fent  for  Griffin,  but  he  was  not  in  the 
houle  that  night.  The  prifoners  and  I togetlier,  w'ith  fomc 
others  ivhofe  names  I do  not  now  recolledl,  went  to  Griffin’s 
the  next  night,  and  we  fent  down  for  Griffin,  and  he  came  up 
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flairs  to  us — Daniel  Glllan  fpoke  fomething  to  Griffin,  and 
Cjriffin  would  not  lay  any  thing  concerning  it,  until  Owen 
A'PCanna  aflured  him  I was  an  United  Irilhman,  and  that  he 
need  not  be  afraid  ; Daniel  Gillan  then  told  ])Im  .what  we  were 
come  about.  Daniel  Gillan  faid  that  he  expended  Griffin  would 
do  as  much  as  he  could  to  affiffi  us;  Griffin  laid  he  would  do  as 
much  as  he  could,  but  he  was  fure  he  could  do  nothing  until 
fuch  time  as  a lliridfer  account  was  given  in  of  wliat  United  Irifh- 
men  were  in  the  regiment,  and  at  that  meeting  Griffin  defired 
us  to  appoint  tw'o  of  the  fleadieft  men  that  were  amongft  us  to 
go  with  their  returns  to  a committee  in  tov/n,  and  that  he 
would  go  with  them  to  a committee  or  fociety  where  they  would 
get  a return  of  the  number  of  United  Irifhmcn  in  Ireland  and  in 
the  French  fleet;  and  Griffin  faid,  unlefs  focieties  were  formed 
amongll  the  men  themfelves,  that  they  never  could  be  of  any  ufe 
to  the  town’s-people,  and  to  let  every  news  that  wasbemade  known 
to  them,  fo  as  that  upon  a flgnal  to  be  fettled  by  the  town’s-peo- 
ple, and  given  to  a confidential  man  to  be  made  known  to  all 
the  refl,  they  might  turn  out  of  their  ranks,  and  to  be  pofitive 
there  were  no  traitors  amongfl:  them  ; and  cur  bufinefs  upon 
turning  out  was  to  join  the  town’s-people  and  the  mob. — Daniel 
Gillan  made  mention  of  Robert  M‘Adam,  a grenadier,  and  de- 
fired us  to  be  cautious  of  him,  and  to  caution  all  men  that  we 
knew  to  be  United  Iriflimen  againfl;  him,  as  lie  had  been  fworn 
by  a perfon  in  the  town  to  difcover  or  find  out  any  of  the  men 
who  were  United  Iriflimen. — William  M‘Canna  then  fwore  that 
if  Robert  AFAdain  ever  found  out  or  difcovered  of  a man  in  the 
regiment,  that  he  would  murder  him. — Owen  AFCanna  then  faid 
that  not  only  him  but  any  other  man  in  the  regiment  that 
fhould  make  any  difcovery  fhould  meet  with  the  lame.  We 
then  fell  to  and  appointed  one  man  of  each  company  to  make  a 
return  of  United  men  in  their  difl'erent  companies,  ivhich  return 
was  to  be  marie  in  fome  time  after,  as  foon  as  they  could  get  it 
done.-r^Daniel  Gillan  was  appointed  to  inform  the  men  that 
were  not  there  of  their  being  fo  appointed,  and  he,  Gillan,  was 
appointed  to  make  a return  of  captain  Lucas’s  company — Owen 
M‘Canna  was  appointed  for  the  major’s,  and  W^illiam  M^Canna 
for  colonel  Leflie’s.  We  then  waited  for  about  a fortniglit  or 
three  weeks,  and  had  a meeting  at  the  houfe  of  one  Crozier,  of 
Union  Street,  when  we  all  came  in,  namely,  myfelf,  the  pri- 
foners,  and  others.  I came  in  the  lafl; : we  called  for  fome  beer; 
after  drinking  fome  beer,  we  got  in  pens,  ink,  and  paper — 
Daniel  Gillan  called  on  Patrick  IVPCanna  to  give  in  his  return 
for  the  grenadiers,  and  as  the  rejLurns  were  given  in  Owen 
M^Canna  wrote  them  down,  and  when  it  came  to  captain  Lucas’s 
company,  the  return,  as  I heft  recoiled!,  was  twenty-five,  and 
Gillan  exclaimed  and  faid,  we  were  dilatory  in  not  putting  the 
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iiiCn  up,  as  we  fhould  do,  and  having  the  veterans  perfefled  ; 
we  fwore  in  three  fecretaries.  The  three  prifoners  then  faid,  it 
was  iinneceifary  for  them  to  fwear,  as  they  had  been  fvvorn  be- 
fore, and  1 was  objected  to  as  a fecretary,  not  knowing  how  to 
read  or  write.  They  then  alked  me  (the  entire  that  was  there) 
if  I knew  who  was  the  beft  feholar  in  the  company  I belonged 
to,  and  if  I did,  to  bring  him  forward  to  be  an  United  Irilh- 
man,  ip  order  to  fwear  him  to  be  fecretary  to  the  company.  L 
agreed  on  doing  fo : we  then  fell  to,  and  voted  for  two  of  the 
fteadlell  men  to  go  with  the  return  to  the  town’s-people.  Owen 
AUCanna,  the  prifoner,  and  John  Wilfon,  were  appointed  to 
go  with  the  returns.  Daniel  Gil  Ian  faid,  by  the  time  we  got  an 
anfvver  from  the  towm’s-people,  that  we  would  get  every  new'Sjj 
and  a ftate  of  all  the  United  Irifhmen  in  Ireland,  and  of  every 
news  from  the  French  fleet,  and  a return  of  the  United  Irifhmen 
in  the  Fnglifn  fleet,  and  when  the  trouble  broke  out,  upon  a 
fignal  given,  if  it  was  by  day-light,  the  men  would  turn  out 
of  the  ranks,  and  if  it  was  by  night,  if  it  could  be  fo  con- 
trived, an  United  Irifhman  fhould  be  fentry  at  the  gate,  who 
was  to  fell 'the  barracks,  and  fuch  United  Irifhmen  as  were 
within  the  barracks  were  to  exert  themfelves  in  feizing  fuch  arms 
and  ammunition  >\dihin  as  they  could  get. 

SENTENCE. 

The  court  having  taken  into  their  confideration  the  whole 
pf  the  evidence  given  in  fupport  of  the  charges  preferred  againft 
the  prifoners,  and  alfo  what  was  offered  by  the  prifoners  in  their 
defence,  find  the  prifoners  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred  againfl 
them,  in  breach  of  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  fecond 
feftion  of  the  articles  of  war,  and  do  therefore  adjudge  them  to 
fuffer  death.’' 

]Lxt7'-ad  from  the  Trial  of  John  Ward^  Arthur  M^Cormichy  ’John 
O'Neid,  and  Bernard  Lunnyy  private  Soldiers  in  the  Louth  Re-- 
giment  of  Alilitia,  held  at  Limericky  on  the  le^th  of  May,  1797) 
cn  the  follow; ing  Charges : 

For  mutiny  and  fedition,  and  endeavouring  to  excite  the  fame. 
Pn  a qiieflion  from  the  profecutor  to  the  evidence,  Jeremiah 
Daly^  he  anfwercd,  that  None  but  0‘Neill  faid,  that  the 
French  would  be  here  j the  four  prifoners,  M‘Cormick,  Lunny, 
Ward,  and  0‘Neill,  faid,  that  v/hen  the  French  came,  the 
United  Irifhmen  w’ould  be  all  one  with  them  *,  and  0‘Neill  faid, 
that,  by  knowing  tlie  figns,  I would  be  fafe,  but  cannot  tell  the 
pxadl  time  when  it  was  faid,  but  it  was  often  repeated  by 
g.?Neill.’? 
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SENTENXES. 

The  evidence  being  clofed,  and  the  prlfoners  withdrawn, 
the  court  took  the  evidence  into  their  confideration,  which  had 
been  laid  before  them,  and  do  find  the  pri Toner,  John  Ward, 
guilty  of  the  charges  preferred  againll  him,  being  a breach  of  the 
3d  and  4th  articles  of  the  2d  fedfion  of  the  articles  of  war;  and 
do  therefore  adjudge,  that  he  (hall  ferve  as  a foldier,  for  life,  in 
any  of  the  corps  ftationed  in  any  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions, 
beyond  the  leas,  or  in  foreign  parts,  that  his  Majeliy  fhall  think, 
fit. — The  court  have  not  awarded  a fevere  punilhmcnt  to  the  pri- 
foner,  on  account  of  his  youth,  and  on  account  of  h1s  having 
voluntarily  come  forward,  and  furrendered  himfelf  to  his  com- 
manding officer,  to  whom  he  owned  the  entire  of  his  guilt,  be- 
fore any  crime  had  been  laid  to  his  charge, 

“ I'he  court  do  likewife  hud  the  prifoners,  Arthur  McCor- 
mick and  John  OcNcill,  guilty  of  the  crimes  preferred  againft 
them ; being  a breach  of  the  gd  and  4th  article  of  the  2d  fedlion 
of  the  articles  of  war;  and  do  therefore  adjudge,  that  they  fliall 
ferve  as  foldiers  for  life,  in  any  of  the  corps  llationed  in  any  of 
his  Majeffy’s  dominions  beyond  the  Teas,  or  in  foreign  parts, 
that  his  Majcfty  ffiall  think  fit. — The  court  do  likewife  find  the 
prifoner  Bernard  Lunny  guilty  of  fedition,  and  endeavouring  to 
excite  the  fame,  being  a breach  of  the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  the 
2d  feclion  of  the  articles  of  war  ; and  do  adjudge,  that  he  fhall 
ferve  as  a foldier  for  feven  years,  in  any  of  the  corps  ftationed 
in  any  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions  beyond  the  feas,  or  in  foreign 
parts,  that  his  Majefiy  fhall  pleafe  to  order.” 

Extra5i  from  the  Trial  of  Bernard  Gilmore,  fames  Malian,  Thomas 
JTall,  Patrick  Mullen,  and  Edward  JVoods,  private  'SoU 
diers  in  the  Louth  Regiment  of  Militia,  held  on  the  Q.^th  of 
May  1797?  the  following  Changes: 

ift.  For  joining  in  mutiny  and  fedition. 

2d.  For  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  intended  mutiny  and 
fedition,  and  not  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  the  fame;  and  for  not, 
without  delay,  giving  information  thereof,  to  their  commanding 
.officer. 

On  a queflion  from  the  profccutor  to  the  evidence,  John 
OcNeill,  he  anfwered — “ When  I was  in  company  wdth  Bernard 
Gilmore  and  James  Malian,  the  way  1 heard  it  explained,  that 
when  the  French  Ihould  come,  we  were  to  be  fuch  as  them,  that 
there  was  to  be  no  rich,  but  all  equality,  and  that  there  was  no 
life  in  our  going  againll  the  French,  becaufe  when  all  powders 
were  againft  them,  they  could  make  no  hand  of  them.” 
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SENTENCE. 

The  court,  in  confideratlon  of  the  evidence  laid  before 
ihem,  do  find  the  prifoners,  Bernard  Gilmore,  Thomas  Wall, 
and  Edward  Woods,  guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge, 
and  do  adjudge  that  they  ihall  ferve,  for  their  refpedive  lives,  as 
foldiers  abroad. — And  the  court  having,  on  the  evidence  laid 
before  them,  found  the  prifoner  James  iN'Jallan  guilty  of  not, 
without  delay,  giving  information  of  the  fedition  to  his  com- 
manding officer,  do  adjudge,  that  he  iliall  receive  five  hundred 
lathes — and  that  Patrick  JVPMuJlen,  v^diom  they  likewife  find 
guilty  on  the  evidence  adduced  againft  liim,  lhall  receive  one 
thoufand  ladies. ’’ 

HxiraB  from  the  Trials  of  Daniel  Alahon  and  Thomas  Cariy, 
Privates  of  the  Kildare  Regiment  of  Militiay  at  Dublin^  on  the 
2cih  Day  of  May  1797,  on  the  following  Charge: — viz^ 
ift.  For  exciting  and  joining  in  mutiny  and  fedition. 
sd.  For  advifing  and  perfuading  two  men  of  the  Duke  of 
York’s  royal  regiment  of  highlanders  to  defert  his  Majefty’s 
fervice, 

James  Mafon,  the  fecond  witnefs,  depofed — I was  walking 
with  corporal  Eriinton,  and  the  two  prifoners  met  us,  and  afked 
us  if  we  would  go  and  take  a glafs : the  corporal  at  firft  refufed 
it,  faying  that  he  had  orders  to  take  out.  We,  however,  went 
into  a houfe,  and  they  called  for  a naggiri  of  whifkey,  and  afked 
IIS  if  we  were  going  to  ftand  out  for  a (hilling  a day,  as  all  fol- 
diers were  going  to  do  it.  We  faid,  we  did  not  know,  or  hear 
any  thing  about  it : then  they  began,  and  aflced  us  what  we 
thought  about  the  United  irilhmen.  We  faid,  we  did  not  know 
what  they  meant  by  it ; then  tliey  faid,  that  if  we  would  join 
them,  it  would  be  better  than  to  be  foldiers,  for  that  we  fhould 
have  money  and  provlfions.  They  faid,  they  had  gone  out  of 
the  barracks  without  any  money,  and  got  plenty  of  it ; and  they 
faid,  if  any  of  our  officers  looked  down  upon  us,  and  we  would 
Gcftrt,  and  come  to  that  houfe,  we  would  get  clothes,  and  plenty 
of  every  thing,  and  never  be  taken  ; and  they  defired  the  wo- 
man of  the  houfe  to  take  a look  at  us,  that  flie  might  know  us 
£gain  ; and  if  we  called  again,  to  be  kind  to  us.  They  told 
us  they  had  a oefign  to  cut  off  the  Frazers,  hecaufe  they  knew 
that  none  of  them  would  join  them  ; but  hoped  there  were  a 
great  many  of  ours  that  would  join  them.  One  of  them  (the 
witnefs  pointing  to  Carty)  faid,  that  captain  Walker  told  him 
in  tb.e  ranks,  that  he,  Carty,  was  a United  Irifhman  ; and  he 
faid,  the  anfwer  he  returned  the  captain  was,  that  there 
were  more  of  them  than  him  ; and  he,  Carty,  faid,  that  the 
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Duke  of  Leinfter  had  given  up  his  commiffion,  and  that  they 
need  not  be  afraid,  for  that  the  head  men  of  the  kingdom  were 
to  take  charge  of  them.  One  of  them  (1  can’t  recolleft  which) 
went  to  an  adjoining  room,  where  there  were  country  people, 
and  a gentleman  came  back  with  him,  and  faid — As  long  as  we 
would  be  in  that  mind,  that  they  were  in,  that  as  long  as  he  had 
threepence  we  fhould  have  three  halfpence  of  it. — They  then 
began  to  fpeak  about  religion,  and  faid.  It  did  not  hgnify  what 
religion  they  were  to  be  of ; and  that  the  firff  that  was  to  cad  up 
to  another  what  religion  he  was  of  was  to  be  hung.” 

SENTENCE. 

<<  The  court,  having  taken  into  confideration  the  evidence  ad- 
duced on  the  trial  of  Daniel  Mahon  and  Thomas  Carty,  privates 
in  the  Kildare  regiment  of  militia,  find  both  the  prifoners  guilty 
of  the  crimes  alleged  againlf  them,  in  breach  of  the  3d  article 
of  the  2d  fe^tion,  of  the  5th  article  of  the  5th  fedlion  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  war  ; and  the  court  having  found  the  prifoners,  Daniel 
Alahon  and  Thomas  Carty,  guilty  of  exciiifig  and  joining  in  mu- 
tiny and f edition y in  breach  of  the  2d  article  of  the  3d  fedlion  of 
the  articles  of  war,  do  therefore  adjudge  them  to  fuifer  death.” 

Extras  from  the  Trial  of  fames  Ivfaiihezrs  and  j'ohn  Skeridatiy  §f 
the  Royal  Dublin  E^egimcnt  of  Adilitiay  at  Blaris  Camp,  on  the 
^th  Day  of  July  1797,  on  the  jollozving  Charge — viz. 

For  exciting  and  joining  in  mutiny  and  fediiion. 

Matthew  Browne,  of  the  Dublin  regiment  of  militia,  the  fird 
witnefs,  depofed — On  oiir  arrival  at  Cadle-tovvn,  we  went  into 
a garden,  and  were  brough.t  to  a fmall  houfe  ; when  we  W'ent  in, 
we  found  feven  or  eight  men,  and  we  were  deli  red  to  fit  down. 
The  houfe,  as  I heard,  belonged  to  Medrs.  Burn  and  Teeling. 
The  people  then  addreifed  Matthews,  as  if  he  had  been  there  be- 
fore, and  a deed  him  hew  he  was;  and  faid,  they  had  a very  thin 
meeting  there,  this  night,  which  they  did  not  expeit.  We  then 
talked  of  going  away,  and  they  fent  for  a gentleman,  who  depo- 
nent underdood  to  be  a Mr.  I'eeling,  and  on  his  difeourfing  to 
us,  he  afked  the  prifoner  Matthews,  how  lie  was  getting  on  in 
'the  company?  He  faid,  ‘ Very  well:’ — ‘ Damn  you,  Mat- 
thews,’ fays  he,  ' but  you  are  a fine  little  fellow,  and  deferve  to  be 
a captain.’  The  company  then  began  to  talk  about  the  French 
fleet;  and  Mr.  Teeling  faid,  it  they  would  make  their  landing 
good,  they  would  get  enough  to  alhd  them,  and  he  faid  that  they 
had  plenty  of  money  in  the  funds  of  their  cliiferent  committees, 
to  buy  fuch  indruments  as  were  necedary;  and  he  faid,  by  th.e 
lad  returns  he  got  from  Dubli.n,  there  were  upwards  of  ninety 
tfioufand  United  iridimen : all  th.is  happened  in  the  prefence 
2 and 
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and  hearing  of  the  prifoner  Matthews,  and  there  were  tvrc» 
other  foldiers  of  the  regiment  prefent,  who  have  fince  deferted. 

“ The  next  meeting  was  after  the  return  of  the  regiment 
from  Monaghan  to  Dundalk,  at  0‘Hare’s,  to  which  deponent 
was  warned,  with  other  men  of  the  light  company,  by  the  pri- 
foner Matthews : w^e  alfembied  on  a Sunday  evening,  to  the  beft 
of  deponent's  recoilcdlion  : there  were  many  men  of  the  Dublin 
regiment  then  prefent,  amongil  whom  were  the  prifoners, 
Matthews  and  Sheridan.  They  were  appointed  by  the  majority 
of  the  meeting,  to  forward  the  bufinefs  of  United  Jrilhmen. 
There  w’as  a foldier  of  the  regiment,  of  the  name  of  Connor, 
who  fat  that  night  as  prefident ; and  he  declared,  that  any  man  in 
the  room  that  would  difeover  againlf  any  of  the  company  then 
prefent  Ihould  be  aflafiinated.  We  then  broke  up,  but  not  be- 
fore a meeting  was  appointed  for  another  day*  A fe'w  nights 
after  w^e  met  at  0‘Hare’s ; the  prifoner  Matthews  was  there, 
with  other  men  of  the  regiment,  but  Sheridan,  to  the  bed  of 
deponent’s  recolledlion,  was  not  there;  and  on  account  of 
Matthews  being  acquainted  w'ith  the  bufinefs  fird,  the  men  in 
the  room  thought  proper  to  appoint  him  lieutenant,  as  he  was 
fo  forward  in  the  bufinefs,  and  alert  in  making  United  Irifh- 
men  : fome  of  the  men  fpoke  of  the  prifoner  Sheridan  as  a pro- 
per man  to  be  captain.  We  finilhed  our  bufinefs,  and  w'c 
adjourned. 

‘‘  The  prifoner  Matthew^s  had  fuch  interconrfe  with  one 
Woods,  an  apothecary  at  Dundalk,  and  the  prifoner  often  told 
the  deponent,  that  he  underdood  from  the  intelligence  that  w^as 
conveyed  to  him  by  Wood,  that  there  were  a number  of  people  at 
Belfnd  ready  to  afiid  the  French  when  they  landed,  and  thatdif- 
turbances  would  begin  fooner  than  w-e  imagined.  One  Stewart 
M^Coomb,  of  the  Dublin  regiment,  w^as  prefent  at  this  commu- 
nication froin  the  prifoner,  and  I have  heard  the  prifoner  often 
declare  in  the  prefence  of  M‘Coomb,  that  if  the  French  landed, 
he,  the  prifoner,  Matthew^s,  would  join  them.” 

SENTENCE. 

The  court,  having  taken  into  confideration  the  evidence  ad- 
duced on  the  trial  of  James  Matthew's,  of  the  royal  Dublin  re- 
giment of  militia,  find  him  guilty  of  the  crime  alleged  againd 
him,  in  breach  of  the  3d  article  of  the  2d  fedlion  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  w^ar,  and  do  therefore  adjudge  him  to  fuffer  death. 

1 he  court  do  alfo  find  the  prifoner,  John  Slicridan,  of  the 
roval  Dublin  regiment  of  militia,  guilty  of  the  crime  alleged 
againft  him,  in  breach  of  the  3d  article  of  the  2d  fedlion  of  the 
articles  of  war,  and  do  therefore  adjudge  him  to  ferve  for  life  in 
any  of  !iis  Majefiy’s  dominions  beyond  the  feas,  or  in  foreign 
parts.” 

Lxtra6i 
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ExtraB  from  the  Trials  of  Dotninick  GUllgan^  Private  of  the  Rof^ 
commoriy  Patrick  Allen,  Private  of  the  Galway,  Thomas  Red- 
mond,^ Private  of  the  J'Vexford,  Richard  Tanker d.  Private  of  the 
Limerick  County,  Michael  Cajiillo,  Private  of  the  Leitrim, 
Bryan  McGovern,  ' Private  of  the  Wexford,  Corporal  Drum- 
gold,'  of  the  Wejimeath,  and  Corporal  'Connor,  of  the  Meath  Re^ 
giments  of  Militia,  held  at  Bandon,  on  the  lOth  Day  of  July 
1797,  on  the  following  Charge — viz. 

For  beginning,  exciting,  caufing,  or  joining  in  a mutiny  or 
fedition  in  the  corps  to  which  they  belong,  by  having  taken  un- 
lawful, mutinous,  or  feditious  oaths,  or  being  inflrumental  to 
their  being  taken,  as  alfo  for  being  prefent  at  a mutiny  or  fedi- 
tion, or  intended  mutiny  or  fedition,  and  not  ufing  their  utmofl 
endeavours  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
a mutiny  or  intended  mutiny,  and  not  without  delay  giving  inform- 
ation thereof  to  their  commanding  officer. 

John  Daly  depofeih,  ‘‘  that  Halloway  told  him  that  Terence 
0‘Brien  was  doing  duty  at  Inniffiannon,  and  Dominick  Gilligan 
at  the  camp  ground,  and  without  their  figning  them  he  could 
not  get  them  ; and  when  evidence  did  get  them  they  would  ftand 
him  in  6s.  6d.  as  every  man  who  got  the  articles  paid  6s.  6d.  to 
the  committee-man,  which^  was  kept  for  the  fubfiitence  of  the 
wives  and  children  of  men  fhot  and  tranfported  for  the  fame; 
but  told  evidence  he  would  get  them  for  him  for  half-a-crown 
next  day,  as  he  had  been  at  the  expenfe  of  liquor  for  him.  On 
evidence  walking  out  with  Halloway,  they  met  McDonald  of 
the  fame  company,  an  additional  gunner,  to  whom  he  was  in- 
troduced as  a friend  by  Halioway,  when  evidence  afked  them, 
back  to  the  fame  houfe  to  drink,  and  McDonald  told  him  we 
had  put  a coal  of  fire  to  the  waggon  flores,  which  was  found 
and  put  out  by  a dragoon  who  had  {tables  near  it,  and  that  they 
were  waiting  for  a letter  from  Fermoy  camp,  and  when  they 
received  that  they  would  place  the  cannon  on  the  30th  regiment’s 
barracks,  to  keep  them  in,  as  they  could  not  depend  on  them. 
The  evening  previous  to  the  execution  of  the  men  of  the  Wex- 
ford regiment,  evidence  went  again  and  demanded  the  articles  of 
Hallowdy,  who  told  him  he  was  very  forry  for  keeping  them,  fo 
long  from  them,  as  he  believed  it  w'as  a means  of  keeping  many 
men  of  the  fame  company  with  evidence  ignorant  of  the  caufe  \ 
and  defired  evidence,  if  the  general  gave  them  a halt  at  Innifhan- 
non  the  next  day  attending  the  execution,  to  go  to  the  head  inn, 
where  he  would  fee  him  and  Ter.  0‘Bri'en  of  the  2d  fencibles, 
and  would  get  the  articles  figned  ; and  after  that  there  was  no 
danger,  but  he  would  get  them  figned  in  camp  by  Dominick  Gil- 
ligan of  the  Rofeommon,’* 

^ Patrick 


50  Appendix,  No.  XXIX; 

Patrick  Dougan,  of  the  Galway  light  infantry,  depofetl]^ 
that,  We  all  three  went  up  ftairs  together,  and  Gilligan  afked 
him  if  he  had  a mind  to  know  more  of  the  fecret,  when  he  look 
out  a paper  and  began  to  read,  and  fwore  him  to  be  true  to  the 
French  republic,  and  take  the  life  of  any  man  that  would  at- 
tempt to  dirco\er:  he  then  aficed  him  for  a (hilling,  and  faid  he 
got  one  trom  every  man  he  fwore;  and  on  his  faying  he  had  not 
one,  a pediar  that  was  prefent  took  out  two  fnillings,  which  he 
gave  to  prifoner  lor  Martin  Burke  and  evidence.” 

SENTENCE,  ' 

The  court,  having  taken  into  confideration  the  profecution, 
and  prifoner's  defence,  are  of  opinion,  the  prifoner,  Dominick 
Gilligan,  is  guilty  of  the  crime  alledged  againlt  him  in  breach  of 
the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  the  2d  feddion  of  the  articles  of  w'ar, 
and  do  therefore  adjudge  him  to  fuffer  death.” 

John  Hargrove,  on  the  trial  of  Patrick  Allen,  depofeth, — 

That  about  a nmnth  ago  he  w^as  walking  by  the  riyer,  near  the 
camp  ; Patrick  Allen  and  other  men  were  there,  and  Halloway 
of  the  Meath,  Tankerd  of  the  Limerick  county,  M‘Goverij 
and  Clancy  of  the  Wexford,  Kelfh  and  Maguire  of  the  royal 
Meath,  one  of  the  Waterford,  and  apother  he  does  not  know. 
About  three  or  four  weeks  back,  there  was  another  fquad,  fome 
of  the  Sligo,  a man  of  the  Limerick — about  eight  or  ten.— 
The  prifoner  was  fitting  with  the  6rlf  party,  and  called  to 
evidence : after  our  talking  fome  time,  Allen  faid  to  Hallo- 
way,  ^ I think  we  may  inform  Hargrove  with  our  defign, 
which  I think  he  will  keep  fecret.’  Hallow'ay  anfwered,  he 
might.  Allen  then  faid,  they  intended  w riling  to  the  north  and 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  inform  them  they  would  go  ori 
with  their  intention  the  firfl:  of  July,  and  then  to  have  the  king- 
dom on  fire  in  both  ends  and  in  the  middle  ; and  then,  with 
what  friends  Mr.  ()‘Brien,  near  Bandon,  could  fend  them,  and 
what  friends  they  had  in  camp,  about  four  hundred,  that  they 
intended  fird  taking  the  cannon,  and  then  taking  the  bell-tents, 
with  the  fmall  arms,  which  they  wniuld  give  to  the  country-' 
people  that  would  be  fent  by  Mr.  0‘Brien,  and  then  go  put  ge- 
neral Coote  to  death,  and  as  many  officers  as  they  could,  and 
then  retreat  to  Bantry,  and  take  poffieffion  of  the  battery,  and 
keep  it  if  poffible,  till  the  French  would  land.  This  is  all  evi- 
dence knows  of  the  prifoner  Allen.” 

SENTENCE. 

The  court  do  alfo  find  Patrick  Allen  guilty  of  the  crime  al- 
leged againff  him,  and  do  therefore  adjudge  him  to  receive  one 
uhoufand  lalhes.’’ 


N,  B. 
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N.  B.  Thomas  Redmond  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to  re- 
ceive fifteen  hundred  lalhes. 

Bryan  M‘ Govern  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to  receive  five 
hundred  lafhes. 

Ricfurd  Tankerd  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to  ferve  abroad 
for  life. 

The  prifoner  Michael  Caftillo  found  guilty  of  the  crime  al- 
leged againfl;  him,  and  fentenced  to  receive  one  thoufand  lalhes, 
and  to  ferve  abroad  for  life. 

The  prifoner  corporal  Drumgold  found  guilty  of  the  crime 
alleged  againfl  him,  and  adjudged  to  fiiffer  death. 

N.  B.  The  prifoner  corporal  Connor  withdrawn  from  before^ 
the  court  ; general  Gootc  propofing  to  try  him  by  a court 
martial  of  the  line. 

Extras  from  the  Trial  of  Corporal  M^AuViff,  PViUiam  Larracy,  and 

Terence  O^Brietit  of  the  Second  Fencihle  Dragoons^  held  at  Bandon, 

on  the  20th  Day  of  July  1 797,  on  the  following  Charge,  viz. 

For  beginning,  exciting,  caufing,  or  jo'ning  in  a mutiny  or 
feclition,  in  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong,  by  having  taken 
unlawful,  mutinous,  and  feditious  oaths,  or  being  inflrumental 
to  their  being  taken;  as  alfo  being  prefent  at  a mutiny  orfedition. 
Or  intended  mutiny  or  fedition,  and  not  wdthout  delay  giving  in- 
formation thereof  to  their  commanding  officer. 

Henry  Curren,  private  in  the  fecond  fencible  dragoons,  depof- 
cth,  “ That  about  three  months  ago,  prifoner,  corporal  M^AulifF, 
who  was  corporal  of  the  guard  on  which  evidence  was  a foldler,j 
took  him  about  twm  hours  before  the  guard  was  relieved,  up 
the  Cork  road,  - ithjohn  Purcell,  another  of  the  guard,  when  the 
corporal  told  evidence,  he  was  forry  he  w’as  fo  blind;  and  evidence 
replying  he  was  very  forry  for  it  himfelf,  the  Corporal  made 
anfvver,  that  if  he  would  do  as  they  defired,  he  would  never  want 
a friend,  a (hilling,  or  a drink,  while  a brother  could  give  it  to 
him.  Prifoner,  corporal  M‘AulifF,  fent  Purcell  for  William. 
Larracy,afked  them,  What  nev/sr  they anfwering.  Good  news;  and 
Larracy  faid  to  me,  he  always  thought  me  a feber,  fettled  fellow', 
and  that  he  was  eafy,  as  he  believed  I would  become  a brother. 
Evidence  feeing  Dennis  Callaghan,-  the  Hater,’  coming  down  the 
road,  he  defired  them  to  (lop  the  converfation  ; when  evidence 
imagines,  the  prifoner  M‘Auliff  faid  that  w^as  the  man  they 
wanted,  and  on  his  coming  up  and  bidding  good  morning,  he 
aiked  what  news  ? and  they  anfwered,-  they  believed  good  news  ; 
then  Callaghan  afked,  if  evidence  was  a brother,  or  did  he  mean., 
to  become  tine?  they  anfw’ered,  they  believed  he  did,  and  Callaghan 
/hook  hands  with  him,  faying,  he  was  very  glad  to  fee  me,  and 
they  all  afked  me  infide  the  ditch,  and  Callaghan  gave  me  a 

G z ' book> 
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book,  and  fwore  me  to  keep  fecret  what  I would  hear  or  fee;  and 
afterwards  Callaghan  fwore  me  to  be  true  to  my  brethren.  We  ali 
then  went  to  Murphy’s  public  houfe,  and  after  getting  fome  liquor, 
Callaghan  read  the  articles,  which  were  in  writing,  to  be  true  to 
my  brothers,  and  never  fee  a brother  w’ant,  while  I fliould  have 
Q.\d,  and  to  join  the  French  when  they  fhould  come,  and  fwore  me 
four  times  to  them.  At  the  bottom  of  the  paper  there  were  two 
hearts,  and  a tree,  which  appeared  to  evidence  to  be  done  with 
filk,  and  Callaghan  faid  he  got  them  from  a Mr.  0‘Connor,  in  the 
weft,  and  that  the  tree  denoted  liberty,  and  they  all  fhowed  figns 
to  evidence,  with  the  hand  of  love  and  liberty,  and  the  prifoners 
M^AulifF  and  Larracy  often  repeated  them  ; and  Callaghan  taught 
him  a catechifm,  by  which  he  was  to  know  a brother;  both  M‘Au- 
lifFand  Larracy  told  him  about  the  ift  of  July  they  meant  to  have  a 
general  rife  through  the  kingdom,  to  feize  the  cannon  and  camp, 
to  murder  the  officers,  and  all  who  would  not  join  them,  and  that 
if  the  French  did  not  come,  they  thought  they  could  march 
throughout  the  kingdom  themfelves,  as  they  wmuld  be  joined  by 
all  that  part  of  the  army  that  were  fworn.” 

^ SENTENCE. 

The  court  find  the  prifoners  corporal  M^Auliff  and  William 
Larracy  guilty  of  the  crime  alleged  againft  them,  and  do  there- 
fore adjudge  them  to  fuffer  death. 

‘‘  The  court  do  find  the  prifoner  Terence  0‘Brien  guilty  of 
the  crime  alleged  againft  him,  and  fentence  him  to  receive  one 
thoufand  lafties,  and  to  ferve  abroad  for  life.” 

Ext  ra£l  from  the  Trial  of  fames  Murphy  y Tatrich  Halveyy  Henry 
HodgenSy  Valentine  Cooke,  Matthew  Toole,  Charles  Kelly,  and 
fames  Condron,  Privates  in  the  Dublin  County  Regiment  of 
JlTllitia,  held  at  Cork,  on  the  l^th  of  March  1798,  on  the  foU 
lowing  Charges,  viz. 

For  beginning,  exciting,  caufing,  or  joining  in  a mutiny  and 
fedition  in  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong  ; and  being  prefent 
at  a mutiny  and  fedition,  and  not  ufing  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  fupprefs  the  fame,  and  for  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  a mu- 
tiny, or  intended  mutiny,  and  not,  without  delay,  giving  inform- 
ation thereof  to  lieutenant-colonel  Finlay,  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  regiment. 

James  Greenham  depofeth,  that  Sometime  after  the  pfifoner 
Murphy  afked  evidence  to  go  to  a meeting  of  friends  that  he 
could  depend  upon,  evidence  anfwered  he  wmuld,  and  went  ac- 
cordingly to  the  houfe  of  Early,  a publican,  near  South  Gaol, 
where  he  met  all  the  prifoners,  James  Murphy,  Patrick  Halvey, 

Henry 
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Henry  Hodgens,  Valentine  Cooke,  Matthew  Toole,-  Charles 
Kelly,  and  James  Condron,  and  two  men  more  of  the  regiment, 
who  have  (ince  deferted,  and  one  Gorman,  and  another  man  of 
the  regiment  that  was  difcharged  a fev/  days  before.  When  evi- 
dence was  with  them  about  half  an  hour,  an  inhabitant,  who 
was  called  Murphy,  and  faid  he  was  a delegate  from  United 
Irilhmen;  when  they  converfed  together  about  feizing  the  arms 
of  the  Dublin  county  regiment,  and  inquiring  how  many  United 
Irifhmen  belonged  to  the  regiment,  the  prifoncr  Murphy  an- 
fwered,  About  300  fufpc6led  friends.  Murphy,  the  delegate,  faid, 
if  there  were  but  30  friends  in  the  barracks,  by  having  them  dif- 
perfed  up  and  down  in  the  rooms,  when  the  attack  was  to  be 
made,  to  give  the  arms  to  the  town’s-people. 

On  being  alked  whether  the  delegate  Murphy  fpoke  of  Hard- 
grove,  a foldier  of  the  regiment,  he  anfwered,  that  “ Some  timiC 
after  the  meeting  I met  the  prifoner  Murphy  on  South  bridge,  when 
he  told  me  he  would  ihoot  Hardgrove  for  being  fuch  an  enemy  to 
the  United  Irifhmen,  faying,  he  would  complete  it  by  getting  twine, 
and  Hinging  it  to  a piftol  under  his  coat,  and  went  back  at 
that  time  to  get  it,  as  he  faid  ; but  afterwards  at  the  meeting  it 
was  debated,  whether  Hardgrove  fliouid  not  be  put  to  death,  when 
it'-was  determined  he  Ihould  not  ; as,  if  he  was  put  to  death,  it 
would  be  the  caufe  of  the  town  being  proclaimed,  and  they  could 
do  no  good  at  all  then.  The  delegate  faid,  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  Cork  were  fwcrn.” 

On  being  alked  whether  he  ever  heard  why  Murphy,  the  pri- 
foner, fufpe£fed  Hardgrove  for  being  unfriendly  to  the  caufe  of 
' United  Irifhmen  ; he  anfwered,  “ Yes,  1 did,  on  account  of  his 
behaving  fo  treacherous  to  them.” 

On  being  queftioned  whether  he  ever  w-as  at  the  houfe  of  one 
Donnelly  at  GlafTnevin,  w^ho  were  in  company,  and  what  paHed  in 
converfation  there  ; he  anfwered,  “ I was  in  company  with  the 
prifoners  Murphy andHalvey  ; John  Kean,  a foldier,  that  deferted ; 
and  Donnelly,  the  man  of  the  houfe.  Prifoncr  Murphy  inquired 
which  of  the  officers  of  the  Dublin  county  regiment  deferved 
death,  and  mentioned  captain  Brabazon  and  lieutenant  Cole- 
man, and  fome  others  I do  not  recolledf.  The  ciifcourfe  w^as 
flopped  by  Kean,  who  faid  it  was  not  right  to  be  fpoken  of  in 
common;  and  Donnelly  mentioned  a plot  that  was  formed  of 
blowing  up  the  magazine.” 

Michael  Gorman  depofeth,  that  ‘‘  After  evidence  was  fworn, 
Murphy  the  delegate  gave  the  word  and  fign,  which  was,  coming 
in  with  the  left  hand  covering  the  right,  and  faying.  Study,  to 
anfwer  I am  determined  ; which  was  for  that  month  ; arxd  far- 
ther faid,  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  lafl,  as  the  general  rifing  was 
to  be  foon,  and  that  if  there  W'ere  to  be  thirty  men  difperfed  in  the 
Siarracks,  to  give  the  arms  t-o  the  town’s-people  outbde,  it  would 
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be  fufficient ; and  that  when  the  rifing  took  place,  they  would 
take  general  Myers  prifoner,  and  feize  the  Shannon  and  Blackpool 
guards.” 

On  being  qneflioned  whether  any  perfon  at  the  ineeting  he 
meniioned,  leetned  to  take  a lead,  or  to  be  particularly  attended  toy 
befide  the  delegate  Murphy  ; he  anfwered,  “ Yes,  Murphy  the 
prifoner.” 

On /being  afked  whether  Murphy  the  prifoner  made  any  offer 
of  his  fervices  w^hen  the  rifing  was  to  take  place,  and  to  feize  the 
arms  ; he  anfwered,  “ Yes,  he  faid  he  would  head  them  him- 
felf.” 

Patrick  Flanagan  depofeth,  that  ‘‘  the  prifoner  Murphy  then 
w’anted  evidence  to  fwear  on  fome  papers  to  turn  out  at  a mo- 
ment’s warning,  and  join  the  French  when  they  landed,  and 
wanted  him  to  kifs  the  papers,  but  evidence  refufed,  and  turning 
about,  laid  them  down  by  him.” 


SENTENCES. 


The  court  having  taken  into  their  confideration  the  evidence 
laid  before  them,  find  the  prifoners,  James  Murphy,  Patrick 
Halvcy,  Flenry  Hodgens,  Valentine  Cooke,  Matthew  Tooley 
Charles  Kelly,  and  James  Condron,  privates  in  the  Dublin  county 
regiment  of  militia,  guilty,  being  in  breach  of  the  third  and  fourth 
articles  of  the  fecond  feftion  of  the  articles  of  war  ; and  we  do' 
thereby  adjudge  the  prifoners  James  Murphy  and  Patrick  Halvey 
to  fuffer  death  ; and  the  prifoners  Valentine  Cooke  and  James 
Condron  to  receive  one  thoufand  laflies  each  ; and  the  prifoners 
Flenry  Hodgens  and  Matthew  Toole  to  receive  eight  hundred 
lafhes  each  ; and  the  prifoner  Charles  Kelly  to  receive  five 
hundred  lafhes,  in  the  ufual  manner. 

“ But  it  having  appeared  to  the  court  that  the  prifoner  Charlet? 
Kelly  was  in  a (late  of  the  greateft  intoxication,  in  which  he 
continued  during  their  fitting  ; and  that  he  may  have  been  taken 
to  that  meeting  for  the  purpofe  of  fwcaring,  it  not  having  ap- 
peared that  he  was  fwmrn  before,  and  that  he  was  objedfed  to  by 
the  delegate  Murphy — the  court  do  therefore  recommend  him  as 
a proper  objedl  for  mercy.” 


Ext from  the  EriaJ  of 'Thomas ‘I'Eel chan ^ Brian  Martin^  William 
Mahadjy  Wiiliam  Conlan^  Ihomas  Ready ^ Michael  Gunleyi  Mat-^ 
thezv  Martin y fames  Gunnings  John  Bray\  Patrick  Ad*- Loughhn, 
and  Felix  Fitzgerald^  Privates  of  the  JVefrneath  Regiment  of 
AfiUtia^  held  at  Corky  the  wth  Day  of  fuly  1798. — Confined  by 
Order  of  Lieutenant-general  Sir  "fames  Stewart y for  Adutiny  and 
Sedition,  and  for  difpofing  of  his  Majejly's  Ammunition, 

Cornelius  Sullivan,  inhabitant  of  Skibbereen,  depofed,  That 
evidence  w^enl  to  the  hotife  of  John  Sullivan,  publican,  where  he 

faw 
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faw  tile  prifoners  John  Bray  and  Bryan  Martin,  and  about  th-ce 
or  four  more  foldiers,  but  none  of  the  prefoners  but  thofe  men- 
tioned, and  one  Teady  Drifcol  ; when  they  came  to  agreement  to 
fend  a man  on  pafs  next  day  to  Cloghnakilty,  to  bring  the  lol- 
diers  there  to  the  fame  mind  that  they  were,  which  w'as  to  put  their 
officers  and  the  Orange  men  to  death  at  Cloghnakilty  and  Skib- 
bereen,  it  they  did  did  not  come  to  dine  at  the  Leap,  as  vyas  fixed. 
The  men  at  each  quarter  were  to  put  it  in  execution,  and  then  take 
pofleffion  of  the  guns  and  arms,  and  join  each  other,  and  march 
TO  CaftleTownfend,  Skibbereen,  andEantry,  and  then  to  the  Kerry 
mountains.  John  Bray  was  to  command  the  Skibbereen  people, 
and  the  prifoner  James  Gunning  v/as  the  perfon  who  went  on 
pafs  to  Cloghnakilty,  as  agreed  upon  ; and  when  evidence  met 
him  after  his  retujrn,  he  told  him  they  were  all  ready  at  a mo- 
ment’s warning,  meaning  tlie  men  of  the  Wcflmeath  regiment, 
who  were  quartered  there.  And  three  days  after,  evidence  was 
at  another  meeting  at  Skibbereen,  at  Jerry  or  Michael  Sullivan's  ; 
where  the  prifoner  William  Conlan  and  one  or  two  more  fol- 
diers were;  and  Conlan  told  evidence  they  had  been  agreeing  juft 
on  the  former  plan,  and  often  was  told  by  different  men  of  tlie 
regiment,  on  meeting  them,  to  fame  effiedf,  particularly  from 
Brian  Martin,  Vv'illiam  Mahady,  William  Conlan,  'Lhomas 
Ready,  Michael  Gunley,  James  Gunning,  and  John  Bray,  with 
Patrick  MToughlin  ; but  never  heard  prifoners  Wclchan, 
Matthew  Martin,  or  Felix  Fitzgerald  fay  any^thing  about  it. 
Evidence  never  faw  Fitzgerald  before  he  faw  ball  cartridges  with 
Teady  Drifcol,  but  does  not  know  who  gave  them  to  him.  Thefe 
meetings  continued  till  laft  Sunday  fortnight,  when  Thomas 
Ready  came  to  evidence,  and  defired  him  to  get  pen,  ink,  and 
paper  to  write  a letter  to  him,  and  get  a horfe  and  man  to  fend  it 
by,  to  Cloghnakilty,  to  have  the  foldiers  there  ready  to  turn  out 
on  that  night  ; w'hen  evidence  told  him  he  would  not  ilo  it,  and 
the  prifoner  Ready  went  away.  Evidence  faw'  Ready  afterwards, 
when  he  told  him  no  perfon  could  walk  through  the  toWn  without 
the  pafs-v/ord,  which  was,  ^ All  is  zvell,  and  jive  pounds  for*  a 
Croppy^ s headd  'Fhis  pafs-w'ord,  evidence  fays,  was  among  the 
foldiers,  and  thofe  of  their  party.  Major  Nugent,  who  com- 
manded at  Skibbereen,  having  made  a figure,  which  was  called  a 
Croppy,  and  iifed  as  a target  for  the  troops  to' fire  at,  tiiey  had 
fixed  to  make  the  major  bring  this  figure  on  his  back  to  the  Leap, 
where  they  were  to  march,  after  putting  tlieir  officers  to  death, 
and  then  put  major  Nugent  to  death,  and  ilie  yeomanry,  if  they 
oppofed  them.  Evidence  heard  the  prifoner  Bray  in  particular 
fay  lb.” 

Timothy  Drifcol,  inhabitant  of  Skibbereen,  depofeth,  that 

The  figaal  w'as  the  burning  of  a houfe,  when  we  were  to  af- 
femble,  and  remain  on  the  lucuntains  near  the  town  till  morning. 

The 


The  fokHers  were  to  have  eight  hours  for  plundering  the  money, 
&:c.  of  the  town,  and  if  they  could  not  get  at  their  arms,  the  , 
country. people  were  to  fire  a fhot,  to  alarm  the  town  ; and  when 
they  got  their  arms,  the' country  people  were  to  take  all  the  goods 
and  provifions  in  the  town,  towards  furniihing  a camp  which 
was  to  be  formed,  and  were  to  have  gone  to  Bantry,  and  if  pur- 
fued,  to  the  Kerry  mountains.  Evidence  believes  there  would  have 
been  two  thoufand  men  collected  in  the  country  to  join  them  : 
it  was  divide<l  into  Tour  divifions  or  quarters,  one  of  which  evi- 
dencTe  was  to  command,  and  had  others  under  him  ; but  on  finding 
they  meant  to  take  the  lives  of  the  yeomanry,  having  a brother  an 
officer  In  it,  evidence  lodged  inlormatioii  of  all  he  knew,  before  a 
znagifirate.” 

SENTENCE, 

The  court  having  confidered  the  profeention,  and  what 
the  prifoners  had  to  offer  in  their  defence,  the  court  are  of  opi- 
nion, the  prifoners,  'VX' illiam  Conlan,  'i'homas  Ready,  Michael 
Gunley,  and  John  Bray,  are  guilty  of  the  crimes  alleged  againff 
them  (of  mutiny  and  ieditionj.  and  do  therefore  fentence  them 
to  fuffer  death. 

“ The  court  do  alfo  find  the  prifoners,  Thomas  Welchan, 
Brvan  Martin,  William  Mahadv,  dnd  James  Gunning,  guilty 
of  fame  crime,  and  do  therefore  lenience  them  to  ferve' for  life, 
in  lome  of  his  Majefty’s  plantations  beyond  the  Teas. 

The  court  do  find  the  prifoner  Patrick  MToughlin  guiltv 
of  the  fame  crime,  and  do  therefore  fentence  him  to  receive  500 
lafhes,  in  the  ufual  manner;  and  the  court  do  acquit  the  prifon- 
ers Mattiievv  Martin  and  Felix  Fitzgerald  ; and  the  court  do 
jfecqifit  ail  the  prifpners  of  the  latter  part  of  the  charge.-^ 


No.' XXX.' 

Handhllls  difirlhutcd  on  federal  Occafions  among  the  Soldiers, 

SOLDIERS, 

WHETEIEPv  Englifb.;  Scotch,  or  Irifii,  at  this  awful  and 
alarming  period,  wiien  the  legillature  of  the  country  feem  de- 
termined on  precipitating  it  from  one  danger  to  anotlier,  let  me 
entreat  you  not  to  forget  you  are  ftill  men  : feduefion  made 
vou  foldiers,  hut  nature  made  you  men.  Let  her  call  awaken 
every  noble  and  generous  fentiment  in  your  breafls,  never  to 
turn  vour  arm's  ag.unrl:  your  fellow-men,  whole  crimes  are 
hatred  to  tyranny  and  opprefiicn,  and  a love  of  liberty.  For 

S " ' this 
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this  are  we  ftyled  traitors  and  rebels; — but  by  whom  ? — By  thofe 
who  are  themfelves  the  word:  of  traitors;  thofe  who  Iiave  be- 
trayed the  people  ; who  have  rebelled  againfl  the  rights  of  man, 
and  exercife  their  defpotifm  upon  us  becaufe  we  efpoufe  their 
caufe  : your  caufe,  ’tis  a common  one,  and  Englilii,  Scotch, 
and  Irifli,  are  alike  interefled  in  it.  Our  tyrants  talk  of  trea- 
Ion,  forgetting  there  can  be  none  except  againll  the  rights  and 
interefts  of  the  people.  The  people  could  flourijh  and  would 
flourifh  without  them  ; but  what  are  they  without  the  people  > 
It  is  the  people  pays  both  them  and  you.  Let  the 
Englilh  foldier  confider  the  feverity,  the  burdens  enormous  un- 
der which  his  country  ('which  probably  contains  all  his  dearell 
connexions)  groans,  for  the  redrefs  of  which  Britons  are  mzu 
united.  Let  the  Scotch  foldier  weigh  the  fame  confiderations 
(and  recolledl:  the  recent  maffacres  at  Tranent,)  and  for  the 
redrefs  of  which  Scotchmen  are  now  united,  and  then,  if  they 
can,  let  them  condemn  us  for  ftruggling  for  liberty,  of  which 
we  fincerely  wifh  them  to  participate;  and  if  they  cannot,  never 
let  them  turn  their  arms  againft  us.  The  Irifli  foldier  cannot 
forget  that  he  is  an 

IRISHMAN. 

2'ijl  March  1798. 

TO  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  IRELAND. 

Fellow  Citizens  and  Fellow  Soldiers, 

PERMIT  a countryman  to  addrefs  you  in  a few  words  upon 
a few  plain  fa£ts,  and  if  any  of  you  feel  with  me  the  pofitions 
I (hall  lay  down,  I entreat  you  by  all  that  can  be  dear  to  man 
forward  its  influence  amongfl:  your  brethren  in  arms  ; but  in 
doing  fo  let  the  cautious  conduct  you  purfue  lull  fufpicion  to 
reft  in  thofe  tyrants  who  now,  under  the  colour  of  commanding, 
dare  enflave  fuch  brave  men,  as  I truft  none  of  you  will  fail 
proving  himfelf  when  the  day  fhall  arrive. 

Firft — Let  me  alk  you,  is  there  one  amongfl  you  (particularly 
thofe  who  have  been  reared  in  the  country)  whofe  deareft  rela- 
tions and  moft  intimate  friends  do  not  refide  in  your  refpedtive 
counties?  I anfwer,  None;— and  you  muft  feci  if  they  are 
expofed  to  danger. 

Secondly — Which  of  you  that  has  not  formed  in  his  mind  a 
hope  of  one  day  (when  the  period  of  military  fervice  has  ex- 
pired) revifiting  his  dear  friends,  and  fpending  an  honoured  age 
in  the  bofom  of  his  parents  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  reanimated 
by  the  feenes  his  boyilh  days  played  truant  in,  looking  with  fond 
remembrance  on  the  village  that  gave  him  birth,  and  cheering 
a lonely  winter  in  the  companionable  fociety  of  perhaps  a lov- 
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ihg  wife  and  rifing  olFspring? — You  all  expert  to  do  fo ; not  a 
man  of  you  but  muft  have  formed  the  moll  fangulne  hopes  of 
doing  fo. 

But,  my  countrymen,  what  muft  your  feelings  be,  how  check 
your  indignant  manly  rage,  when  every  day  adds  peril  to  their 
cxiftence  ; when  each  day  gives  a melancholy,  fad  account 
(which,  i do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  is  concealed  from  you)  of  their 
being  murdered  by  thofe  Orange  men  in  power— hunted  by 
thofe  paid  to  defend  them  in  your  abfence,  and,  with  fhame,  I 
muft  add,  by  fome  of  our  own  countrymen,  debafed  and  dege- 
nerated by  becoming  dupes  to 'the  murderous  Orange  fatSlion 
now  lording  it  through  the  land  ! Irifli  blood  freezes  at  the 
feenes  of  perfecution  carried  on  againft  our  countrymen,  againft; 
your  families  and  friends  , not  an  Irifh  heart  but  beats  with  re- 
doubled ardour  to  face  fuch  blood-hounds,  and  not  an  Irilh  hand 
but  would  wield  a fabre  to  have  revenge  ! 

My  countrymen,  what  can  you  fay,  when  you  hear  of  feenes 
of  blood  afling  on  the  fpot  where  your  native  hamlets  once 
ftood,  but  now  no  moie?  Their  owners  (your  friends)  either 
fent  to  feek  repofe  in  the  grave  by  the  hands  of  thefe  villanous 
Orange  murderers,  or  immured  in  the  damp  and  dreary  dun- 
geons of  the  baftiles  of  this  country,  pining  in  chill  dcfpondency, 
waiting  for  a trial,  feldom  obtained,  and,  when  obtained,  ac- 
quitted, after  years  of  dreary,  folitary  confinement  I Some  hur- 
ried on  board  prifon-fhips,  fome  adlually  tranfported  to  the  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  others  lent  to  ferve  in  the  Weft: 
Indies,  certain  vidims  to  the  climate;  or  left  to  rot,  chained 
in  the  hold  of  a filthy  coafting  vefTel  ! Your  wives  defpoiled, 
to  gratify  the  infatiable  lull  of  thefe  ravlfhers  ! and  thefe  feenes, 
my  countrymen,  fuffered  to  go  unpuniflied  by  thofe  in  power, 
whom  you  proted  ; to  whole  frowns  your  array  adds  terror  ; to 
whom  you  give  vour  fupport,  for  unlefs  you  pleafe  they  vanifti ; 
without  your  protedion  thefe  defpots  fall ; thefe  dcfolators,  that 
each  day  refine  on  fuch  bloody  deeds, would  perifli,  and  your 
country  he  free.  My  brave  countrymen,  do  not  let  the  world  call 
us  daftards — no,  let  us  fliow  the  world  we  are  men,  and  above 
all,  that  we  are  Ififtimen.  Let  every  man  among  you  feel  the 
injuries  your  country,  yourfelves  have  fuffered  ; the  infults  you 
have  received  ; the  ftripes  that  have  been  dealt  with  an  unmer- 
ciful hand  on  thofe  brave  comrades  who  dared  think  and  feel  for 
their  country.  If  you  do,  the  glorious  work  will  be  complete, 
and  in  the  union  of  the  citizen  and  his  brave  fellow-foldier,  the 
world  (hitherto  thought  to  look  down  upon  us  with  contempt) 
will  fee  that  we  can  emancipate  our  country  ; we  will  convince 
furrounding  nations  that  Irifli  fbldiers  have  avowed  and  adopted 
a maxim  they  will  maintain,  or  perifli, — namely,  that  every  man 

Jhould 
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J}jQuld  be  a foldlcr  In  defence  of  his  liberty^  but  none  to  take  away 
the  liberty  of  others. 

5HAMROC. 

IVeJimeathj  2’]tb  March  1798. 

DUBLIN  GARRISON. 

• THE  great  difficulties  which  the  foldiers  have  laboured  un- 
der from  the  lownefs  of  their  pay,  has  long  been  known  and  ac- 
knowledged, and  has  been  borne  by  them  with  an  unexampled 
degree  of  patience.  The  fubhhence-money  of  the  foldiers,  at 
prefent,  is  no  more  than  three  ffiillings  and  fixpence  per  -week; 
a fum  infufficient  to  maintain,  in  any  degree  of  coiufort,  a Tingle 
man,  and  totally  inadequate  to  maintain  a man  who  has  a wife  and 
family,  which  many  of  us  have;  if  the  pay  is  compared  with 
that  of  a labourer  or  a porter  in  this  city,  the  difference  is  im- 
menfe. — The  pay  of  the  Tailors  is  now  fixed  at  one  fhilling  Bri- 
tifh  per  day  ; exclufive  of  which,  they  have  a profufe  allowance 
of  meat,  of  beer,  and  of  fpirit,  which  keeps  them  comfortable, 
and  enables  them  to  fave  fufficiently  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  wives  and  families.  We,  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  of 
Dublin,  who  have  long  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  a very  feverc 
garrifon  duty,  and  who  will  not  even  for  a moment  allow  that 
we  are  inferior  to  any  body  of  men  in  loyalty  to  our  king  and 
country,  have  unanimoufly  agreed,  humbly  to  reprefent  to  go- 
vernment the  infufficiency  of  our  prefent  pay,  and  that  we  are 
convinced,  that  one  fhilling  per  day,  fubfiftence-money,  would 
be  a moderate  allowance  for  the  infantry,  with  a proportionate 
advance  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  to  be  paid  in  rnoney,  and  not 
in  paper:  and  in  order  to  have  thofe  moderate  and  juft  claims 
brought  to  a conclusion,  we  have  determined  to  renaain  in  our 
prefent  quarters  until  they  are  fettled  to  our  fatisfadlion  ; and 
we  recommend,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  to  every  regiment 
throughout  the  kingdom,  to  affift  us  in  obtaining  this  juft  and 
reafonable  demand. 

Dublin^  April  29,  1 797* 

The  following  Handbill  was  dijlributed  in  Cork  in  March  lajly 
exciting  the  Soldiers  to  mutiny. 

To  MILITIA  MEN. 

TWO  of  your  body  are  to  be  murdered,  and  you  will  be  called 
on  to  be  the  murderers ; you  will  be  told  that  you  have  fworn  to 
obey  your  officers,  and  that  you  are  in  danger  of  being  punilhed 
if  you  refufe  to  be  executioners.  But  1 tell  you,  you  are  bound 
to  refill  fuch  a command,  and  that  the  peoplcj  who  have  affixed  a 
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watchful  eye  on  all  your  proceedings,  will  never  excufc  you  from 
fuch  an  acd.  From  the  moment  the  trigger  is  drawn  by  which 
they  are  to  he  butchered  you  ceafe  to  have  the  confidence  of  the 
menofErln.  Refufetofire;  refufe  to  be  the  executioners  of  your 
tyrants’  damnable  orders.  Who  dares  to  call  vou  to  account? 
The  whole  people  will  defend  and  fliield  you;  they  will  feed,  and 
lodge,  and  clothe  you  ; they  will  warm  you  in  their  bofoms; 
as  you  behave  nov/,  your  country  will  confider  you  for  ever. 
Oh,  militia  men  ! you  will  all  be  ihot  one  by  one,  if  you  don’t 
at  once  put  a flop  to  flanghter. 

Did  you  not  hear  how  the  brave  men  of  the  Carlow  militia,  at 
Blaris  camp,  refufed  to  Ihoot  two  of  their  comrades  ? Another 
regiment  was  called  on  for  the  purpofe — they  refufed  to  be  mur- 
derers : a Scotch  regiment  was  fingled  out — even  they  refufed, 
vet  not  one  of  them  was  puni/hed.  Who  dare  to  punifli  you 
if  you  are  true  to  each  other  ? — Now  is  the  time  to  prove  your- 
felves. 

DEATH  BEFORE  DISHONOUR : 

Or  the  Four  Irijh  Soldiers, 

A TRUE  STORY. 

THESE  brave  men,  William  McKenna,  Owen  M‘Kenna, 
Peter  M‘Carren,  and  Daniel  M‘Gillain,  foldiers  in  the  Monag- 
han militia,  were  fentenced  to  be  fhot  by  a court  martial  for 
being  United  Iriflimen.  They  were  repeatedly  offered  their 
pardon  and  rewards  on  condition  of  informing  againlt  their  affo- 
ciates.  They  chofe  death  before  difhonour,  and  met  their  fate 
like  men.  They  were  carried  upon  cars,  attended  by  their  cler- 
gy, and  accompanied  by  large  detachments  of  various  regiments, 
from  Eelfafl  to  Blat  ls  camp,  on  Tuefday,  the  i6th  of  May  1797. 
> — The  father  of  O wen  M‘Kenna  was  defired  to  interfere  in  or- 
der to  fave  his  fon’s  life,  and  to  encourage  him  to  inform.  His 
anfwer  was,  that  his  fon  fhould  never  fave  his  life  by  informing, 
as  in  that  cafe,  if  thofe  who  wi filed  his  fon  to  turn  traitor  fliould 
forbear  to  fhoot  him,  he  himfelf  would  do  it.  Upon  this  the 
fon  and  liis  three  comrades  had  their  brains  blown  out  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  brave  old  man. 

The  United  Iriilinien  have  made  a handfome  provifion  for  the 
families  of  thefe  honourable  men,  as  the  only  token  of  efleem  and 
gratitude  now  in  their  power  to  beflow. 
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Examinations  of  Dr,  M‘Nevin,  Arthur  O'Connor^  mi-  Samuel 
Nei/fon,  and  T/pomas  Addis  Emmet, 

SECRET  COMMITTEE  of  the. HOUSE  of  LORDS. 

Tuefday'y  ^ih  Augujl  I79S» 

Dr.  William  yames  Ad^Nevin  Jvjorn, 

Q.  WHEN  diJ  you  become  ?in  United  Irithman  ? 

A.  About  September  or  06lober  1796,  I became  a member 
of  the  ciofe  fociety  of  United  Iriihmen.  It  confifled  of  focieties 
at  firfl  compofed  of  ihirty-fix  members;  afterwards  thefe  focie- 
ties vve>*v  reduced  to  twelve  members  ; each  fociety  of  twelve 
chofe  a iecretaiy,  and  generally  a treafurer. 

CE  What  as  the  next  higher  fociety  t 

A.  The  fccre;tan*ts  of  five  focieties  formed  a lower  baronial 
committee;  cut  of  each  of  the  lower  baronial  committees  one 
perfon  was  chofen  to  be  a member  of  the  upper  baronial ; each  of 
the  upper  batonfels  confifted  of  ten  members  thus  chofen.  The 
next  fuperior  committees  were  in  populous  towns,  diftri6f  com- 
mittees ; and  in  counties,  county  committees  ; thefe  were  com^ 
pofed  of  one  member  eledled  from  each  baronial.  The  next 
fuperior  committees  were  the  provincial  committees,  compofed 
of  two  members,  fometimes  three,  eledfed  from  each  county 
cornmittee. 

Q.  How  was  the  executive  chofen  ? 

A.  Each  provincial  committee  ele6led  five  perfons  by  ballot; 
the  fecretary  examined  the  ballots,  and  reported  to  the  perfons 
eledled  their  appointment,  but  made  no  report  of  the  eledf  ion  to 
the  provincial,  who  were  thus  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  perfons 
who  compofed  the  executive.  The  executive  had  the  command 
of  the  whole  body  thus  organized. 

Qi  How  were  the  orders  of  the  executive  communicated  ? 

A.  One  member  of  the  executive  communicated  with  one 
member  of  the  provincial  committee,  he  with  the  fecretary  of 
the  county  committee,  he  in  like  manner  with  the  fecretaries  of 
the  baronials,  and  thefe  fecretaries  with  thofe  of  the  fubordinate 
focieties. 

Q.  Was  there  any  omiflion  made  in  the  lafl:  teft  ? 

A,  In  the  laft  teft  the  words  were  ‘‘  a full  reprefentation  of 
all  the  people,”  omitting  the  words  in  the  Commons  Houfe 
of  Parliament.” 

Q.  V/hy  was  the  omiflion  made  ? 

A.  To  reconcile  reformers  and  republicans,  and  becaufe  they 

had 
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had  given  np  all  idea  of  reform,  and  were  determined  on  repub- 
licanifm, 

Q.  What  was  the  organization  originally  ? 

A.  At  firft  it  was  purely  a civil  organization  ; hut  I believe  it 
was  military  in  Ullfer  about  the  latter  end  of  1796. 

Qi  What  was  the  nature  of  the  military  organization  ! 

A.  The  fecretary  of  the  fociety  of  twelve  was  the  petty  offi- 
cer, that  is,  ferjeant  or  corporal  ; the  delegate  of  five  focieties 
to  a lower  baronial,  was  ufually  the  captain,  and  thus  had  fixtv 
men  under  his  command  ; and  the  delegate  of  ten  lower  baronials 
to  the  upper  or  di(fri<T  committee  wms  ufually  the  colonel:  thus 
2 battalion  was  compofed  of  600  men. 

Q.  In  what  manner  were  the  higher  officers  or  ffaff  appointed  ? 

A.  The  colonels  of  each  county  fent  in  the  names  of  three 
perfons  to  the  executive,  one  of  whom  was  appointed  by  the 
executive,  adjutant-general  of  tlic  county;  his  duty  was  to  re- 
ceive and  communicate  all  military  orders  from  the  executive. 

Was  any  attempt  made  to  procure  liifh  officers  who  had 
ferved  in  foreign  armies  ? 

A.  Such  a plan  was  formed,  but  not  proceeded  on. 

Did  they  endeavour  to  prevail  on  French  officers  In  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  to  join  them  ? 

A.  They  did  not. 

Were  any  attempts  made  to  feduce  the  army  and  militia  ? 

A.  There  were  many. 

How  were  the  finances  of  the  fociety  recruited  ? 

A.  Every  member  of  the  fociety  paid  a monthly  fubfeription  ; 
this  fund  was  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  prifoners  in  gaol,  to 
defend  them  on  their  trials,  and  to  extend  the  union. 

Q,  How" were  the  arms  and  ammunition  to  be  procured  ? 

A.  The  general  diredf  ion  was,  for  each  perfon  to  arm  himfelf, 
fuch  as  could  afford  it  with  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  others 
with  pikes. 

Q.  What  was  the  objecl  of  the  fyftem  ? 

A.  To  effe6f  a revolution,  and  eftablifli  a republic. 

Q.  How  were  emiffaries  appointed  to  extend  the  fyfiem? 

A.  They  were  feledfed  by  fome  confidential  perfon  in  the  dif- 
ferent difiri£ls. 

How  were  the  expenfes  of  the  emiffaries  borne  ? 

A.  Out  of  the  general  fund. 

Q.  Were  the  reports  of  the  fecret  committees  of  the  two 
HoufeS  of  Parliament  laft  year  accurate  ? 

A.  I believe  they  were  accurate,  fave  that  they  underftated  the 
number  of  men  and  arms. 

Do  you  know  of  any  depots  of  arms  or  ammunition  ? 

A.  I do  not — each  man  concealed  his  own  arms,  and  I believe 
there  were  many  engaged  In  the  fyftem  w ho  w^ere  not  armed. 

O.  For 
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For  what  purpofe  were  arms  provided  ? 

A.  For  the  purpofe  of  infurredlion,  and  I think  even  after 
difarming  the  north,  the  people  were  much  inclined  to  rife,  but 
were  prevented  by  a reprefentation  from  the  executive,  that  it 
would  he  abfurd  10  rife  when  their  enemies  were  prepared,  and 
that  they  might  foon  expedi  foreign  alhftance.  I believe  they 
retained  more  arms  than  were  taken  from  them. 

Q.  When  did  the  military  organization  begin  in  Lelnifer? 

A.  In  the  beginning  or  middle  of  1797. 

Q.  Was  thi^  organization  made  with  the  knowledge  and  ap- 
probation of  the  national  executive,  for  the  purpofe  of  revolution? 

A.  It  was. 

Qi  When  was  tlie  fyftem  introduced  into  Munller? 

A.  About  twelve  or  eighteen  months  fince  ; but  it  did  mot  ex- 
tend rapidly — it  went  on  quietly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  connexion  between  the  union  and  the 
Scotch  and  Englifh  locietles? 

A.  There  might  have  been  fome  flight  connexion  betw^cen  the 
north  and  thofe  focieties,  but  there  was  no  clofe  connexion  be- 
tween them  and  the  Union. 

Qi  How  was  the  military  committee  appointed,  and  when  ? 

A.  It  was  appointed  by  the  executive  about  February  1798. 

Q.  What  was  the  duty  of  this  committee  ? 

A.  To  conflider  and  digeft  fuch  plans,  and  direS  the  national 
military  force  in  fuch  manner,  as  might  be  neceflary  in  cafe  of 
infurre^Slion ; and  in  cafe  of  invafion  to  co-operate  with  the 
French. 

Was  any  plan  of  infurredlion  formed,  and  when  ? 

A.  In  April  or  May  1797,  a plan  of  infurre^ilon  for  the  north 
was  formed,  and  heads  drawn  up  in  writing  ; but  it  was  foon 
given  up,  and  the  writing  deftroyed. 

Q.  Were  any  diredtions  given  by  the  direcfory  to  the  mem- 
bets  to  abftain  from  the  confumption  of  fpirits  and  other  excife- 
able  goods  ? 

A.  There  w'ere  ; and  it  v/as* recommended  to  flop  the  cuiTency 
of  bank  notes,  and  not  to  purchafe  quit-reirts.  A hand-bill  to 
this  purpofe  was  circulated  by  order  of  the  executive,  Hating 
that  it  was  an  anticipation  of  the  public  refources,  which,  at  the 
revolution,  would  not  be  allowed  to  Hand  good. 

Have  there  been  any  communications  between  the  National 
Dire6lory  of  Ireland  and  Executive  Dirceftory  of  France? 

A.  There  have.  Previous  to  1796  fome  perfons  had  gone 
from  hence  to  France.  In  1796  a letter  came  from  one  of  them, 
Hating  that  the  fituation  of  this  country  had  been  reprefented 
to  the  Dire<Sl;ory,  who  had  promifed  to  invade  Iieland,  for  the 
purpofe  of  feparating  it  from  Great  Britain.  This  letter  was 
taken  into  ferious  conllderation  by  the  executive  early  in  1796, 
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and  an  anfwer  fent  in  April  that  year,  accepting  the  propofal,  on 
condition  that  they  fhouM  come  as  allies  to  adl  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  new  government,  as  Rochambeau  did  in  America ; 
that  they  fliould  be  paid  the  expenfcs  of  the  expedition,  and  their 
troops  receive  Irifh  pay  while  tihey  a£led  here.  This  anfwer  was 
fent  to  Paris  by  a fpecial  melfenger,  and  the  French  DirecSlory 
promifed  that  the  fuccours  fliould  be  fent. 

About  Odlober  or  November  1796,  a meflenger  came  from 
France,  with  intelligence  that  the  fuccours  might  be  fpeedily 
expeded,  and  defiring  to  know  the  date  of  preparation  of  the 
country.  The  force  to  be  fent  by  France  was  Hated  to  be  fif- 
teen thoufand  men,  and  a great  quantity  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion ; and  he  thinks  if  they  had  landed  when  they  came  to 
Bantry,  an  infurredion  would  have  taken  place  in  the  north. 
After  the  French  expedition  at  Bantry  had  failed,  there  was  no 
communication  with  the  Diredory  till  April  1797.  Then  an 
accredited  miniHer  was  fent  by  the  Irifh  Diredory  to  the  Di- 
redory  of  France,  by  way  of  Hamburgh.  He  may  have  heard 
that  the  Irifh  minifter  had  a conference  with  general  Hoche  at 
Franckfort,  and  that  the  French  minifter  at  Hamburgh  had 
given  him  a letter  of  introdudion  to  Floche.  The  Irifh  minif- 
ter. was  well  received  at  Paris  by  the  Diredory,  and  continued 
the  accredited  Irifh  minifter  there  till  February  laft  ; fince  that 
time  he  has  not  heard  of  him,  having  been  arrefted  in  March, 
and  continued  in  confinement  fince.  He  believes  a confidential 
meeting  took  place  foon  after  April  1797,  between  a perfon  who 
went  from  hence,  and  a perfon  in  London,  with  refped  to  the 
difpofitions  of  the  French  government.  The  next  communi- 
cation of  confequence  was  in  June  1797,  when  an  accredited 
perfon  went  from  hence  to  communicate  with  the  French  Di- 
redory,  by  their  defire.  He  went  by, Hamburgh,  twhere  fie 
Hw  the  French  minifter,  who  made  fome  difficulty  about  grant- 
ing a pafTport,  and  demanded^  memorial,  which  was  written  by 
the  accredited  perfon,  and  given  to  the  French  minifter,  under 
the  impreffion  that  the  paffport  would  not  be  granted. 

The  memoire  was  written  in  Englifh,  and  contained  the  ob- 
jeds  of  his  miffion  according  to  the  inftrudions  which  he  had 
received  from  the  executive.  It  began  by  dating,  that  the 
appearance  of  the  French  in  Bantry  Bay  had  encouraged  the 
leaft  confident  of  the  Irifh,  in  the  hope  of  throwing  off  the  yoke 
of  England  with  the  affiftance  of  f'rance.  That  the  event  of 
that  expedition  had  proved  the  facility  of  invading  Ireland: 
that  in  the  event  of  a fecond  expedition,  if  the  objed  was  to 
take  Cork,  Oyfter-haven  would  be  the  beft  place  of  debarka- 
tion ; that  the  perfon  who  had  been  before  accredited  was  in- 
ftruded  to  point  out  Oyfter-haven  as  the  beft  place  of  debarka- 
tion ; and  it  ftated  the  precautions  which  had  'been  taken  by 
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throwing  up.  works  at  Bantry,  Fermoy,  and  Mallow.  It  fur- 
ther ftated,  that  the  fyftem  of  United  Irilhmen  had  made  a rapid 
progrefs  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  that  Bandon  was  become  a 
iecond  Belfaft : that  the  fyftem  had  made  great  progrefs  in  other 
counties',  and  that  the  people  were  now  w^ell  inclined  to  allift  the 
I^rench  : that  150,000  United  Irifhmen  w^ere  organized  and  en- 
rolled in  Ulfter,  a great  part  of  them  regimented,  and  one- third 
ready  to  march  out  of  the  province.  It  detailed  the  number  of 
the  King’s  forces  in  Uliler,  and  their  ftations  ; recommended 
Lough  Swilly  as  a place  of  debarkation  in  the  north  ; and  ftated, 
that  the  people  in  the  peninlula  of  Donegal  would  join  the 
French.  It  ftated,  alfo,  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  of  Lon- 
donderry, and  that  one  regiment  which  made  a part  of  it  was 
fuppofed  to  be  difatfedfed.  It  mentioned  Killybegs  alfo  as  a 
good  place  of  debarkation  ; and  ftated,  that  the  counties  of  Ty- 
rone, Fermanagh,  and  Monaghan,  were  amongft  the  beft  af- 
fedled  to  the  caufe.  In  cafe  of  a landing  at  Killybegs,  it  recom- 
niended  a diverfion  in  Sligo ; and  ftated,  that  a force  of  io,oco 
United  Irilhmen  might  be  colledled,  to  fall  upon  Ennilkillen> 
which  commanded  the  pafs  of  Lough  Erne:  that  it  was  e^fy  to 
enter  the  bay  of  Galway,  but  very  difficult  to  get  out  of  it : 
that  the  counties  of  Louth,  Armagh,  Weftmeath,  Kildare* 
King’s  county,  and  city  of  Dublin,  were  the  beft  organized  i 
that  the  catholic  priefts  had  ceafed  to  be  alarmed  at  the  calum- 
mes  which  had  been  propagated  of  French  irreligion,  and  were 
all  affedled  to  the  caufe : that  fome  of  them  had  rendered  great 
fervice  in  propagating,  with  difereet  zeal,  the  fyftem  of  the 
Union.  It  declared,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  had  a lively 
fenfe  of  gratitude  to  France  for  the  part  which  Ihe  took,  and 
alfo  to  Spain  for  the  intereft  Ihe  took  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 
It  engaged,  on  the  part  of  the  National  Diredlory,  to  reim- 
burfe  the  expenfes  of  France  in  the  expedition  which  had  failed* 
and  of  another  to  be  undertaken.  The  number  of  troops  de- 
manded was  a force  not  exceeding  10,000,  nor  lefs  than 
5000  men.  It  ftated,  that  a brigade  of  Englifh  artillery  had 
been  already  Tent  over,  and  that  a large  body  of  troops  would 
probably  be  fent  if  Ireland  was  attacked.  A confiderable  quan-v 
tity  of  artillery  and  ammunition,  with  a large  ftaff  and  a body 
of  engineers,  and  as  many  Irifti  officers  as  poffible,  whofe  fide- 
lity they  were  affured  of,  w^ere  demanded,  as  necefiary  to  accom- 
pany the  expedition  : a recommendation  was  given  to  feparate 
the  Irifh  feamen  who  wxre  prifoners  of  war  from  the  Britilh* 
fuppofing  they  would  be  ready  to  join  in  an  expedition  to  libe- 
rate their  country.  It  further  recommended  a proclamation  to 
be  publifhed  by  the  French  general  on  his  arrival  here,  that  the 
French  came  as  allies  to  deliver  the  country,  not  to  conquer  it: 
it  alfo- recommended  to  the  Diredory  to  make  the  independexice 

L of 


66  Appendix,  No.  XXXl. 

of  Ireland  an  indlfpenfable  condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
then  depending;  and  ftatcd,  that  a proceeding  fo  authentic 
could  not  be  difguifed  or  mifreprefented,  and  would  very  much 
encourage  the  people  of  Ireland.  It  contained  alfo  an  aifurance 
that  the  Irifh  militia  would  join  the  French  if  they  landed  in 
confiderable  force. 

Immediately  after  this  memoire  was  given  in  to  the  French 
minifter,  a pafiport  was  granted  to  the  writer  to  go  to  Paris, 
where  he  had  feveral  conferences  with  people  in  authority,  fome 
of  them  members  of  the  Diredory  : the  objed  of  thefe  confer- 
ences was  to  obtain  the  fame  alfurances  of  fuccours  from  them 
that  their  agents  had  before  given.  The  negotiation  for  peace 
w^as  then  going  on  at  Lifle.  He  was  told  by  perfons  in  autho- 
rity, that  they  did  not  think  the  Englihi  cabinet  fincere ; but 
that  if  France  could  get  the  terms  fhe  had  a right  to  exped,  the 
Diredory  would  make  peace. 

A fecond  memoire  was  prefented  at  Paris  by  the  fame  perfon, 
foon  after  his  arrival  there:  its  objed  w^as  to  imprefs  on  the  Di- 
redory  the  neceffiiy  of  expediting  the  armament  for  Ireland,  by 
every  argument  which  the  writer  could  ufe. 

• After  the  breaking  off  the  negotiation  and  Lord  Malmfbury’s 
return  to  England,  alfurances  were  given  that  the  French  govern- 
ment would  fend  a new  expedition  to  Ireland,  and  that  they 
w^ould  never  abandon  Ireland  till  fhe  was  feparated  from  Great 
Britain  ; and  thefe  alfurances  have  been  hnce  renewed. 

Q.  Was  any  information  fent  to  the  Irilh  Executive  of  the 
Dutch  armament  in  the  Texel  ? 

A.  There  was  in  July  or  Augull,  and  that  it  was  deftined  for 
Ireland. 

• Q.  Were  there  any  accounts  received  from  France  fince  thofe 
you  have  mentioned  ? 

A.  There  were  three  feveral  accounts  between  Odober  1797 
and  February  1798  ; the  two  firfi  contained  renewals  of  their  for- 
mer alfurances,  the  laft  a promife  of  the  arrival  of  the  arma- 
ment here  in  April. 

Q.  Was  any  difpatch  fent  from  Ireland  to  France  during  the 
laft  winter  ? 

A.  There  was  a difpatch  made  up  fome  time  in  the  laft  win- 
ter by  the  Irifli  Executive,  and  given  to  one  member  of  it,  who 
undertook  to  have  it  conveyed  to  France.  The  general  import 
of  this  difpatch  was  to  prefs  for  the  promifed  fuccours. 

Q.  Were  you  a member  of  the  Executive  ? 

A.  I was. 

Q.  Do  you  rpeak  with  certainty  of  the  million  to  France  in 
June  1797,  and  of  what  palfed  at  Paris  in  confequerice  of  it 
xand  of  the  two  memoires  r 

A.  I do. 


Q.  Hav& 
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Q.  Have  you  read  thofe  me  moires  r 

A.  1 have. 

Q.  Do  you  know  they  were  both  delivered  ? 

^ A.  I do.  ^ . 

Q.  How  were  the  expenfes  of  the  accredited  Irlfli  mlnifter  at 
Paris  to  be  borne  ? 

■ A.  He  took  a good  deal  of  money  with  him,  either  his  own, 
or  raifed  by  a particular  fubfeription  ; and  it  was  intended  to  re- 
mit fupplies  to  him  when  that  was  expended.  , . 

Q.  Have  you  feen  a refolution  ot  the  Leinfter  Provincial  of 
the  19th  February  1798,  “ That  they  would  not  be  diverted 
from  their  purpofe  by  any  thing  which  could  be  done  in  parlia- 
ment, as  nothing  fhort  of  the  total  emancipation  of  the  country 
would  fatisfy  them  r”  ^ , 

A.  I have. 

Q.  Was  it  officially  communicated  by  the  Provincial  to  the 
Executive  ? ' • 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  a provincial  meeting  was  to  be  held 
on  Monday  the  12th  of  March  ? 

A.  I did. 

Q.  What  was  the  reform  originally  required  by  United  Irifh- 
men  r 

A.  A democratic  Houfe  of  Commons  ; they  thought  one  arif- 
tocratic  body  in  the  (fate  fufficient. 

Q.  Was  any  ecclefiaftical  elfablifhraent  intended  by  the  new 
government  ? , 

A.  No  ; 1 conceive  that  a revolution  would  of  courfe  involve 
the  demolition  of  the  church  effablilliment,  and  of  courfe  a re- 
lief of  the  poor  from  tithes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  loan  being  negotiated  with  France 
or  Spain  r 

, A.  Yes  ; the  agent  who  was  fent  over  in  April  1797,  was  in- 
flrucled  to  negotiate  a loan  of  half  a million  or  30,000!.  if  it 
could  be  got  from  France  or  Spain. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  the  fincerlty  of  France? 

A.  1 have,  not;  I believe  inability  alone  has  prevented 
France  from  invading  Ireland. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  mafs  of  the  people,  in  the  provinces  of 
Leinfter,  Munfter,  and  Connaught,  care  the  value  of  this  pen, 
or  the  drop  of  ink  which  it  contains,  for  parliamentary  reform  or 
catholic  emancipation? 

A.  I am  fure  they  do  not,  but  they  vvi{h  rqueh  to  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  tithes. 

/ 2 
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Thurfday,  ()th  Auguji  1798. 

Arthur  ()*■  Connor i Efq,  /worn, 

Q.  When  did  you'become  an  United  Irifhman?  7^ 

A.  About  November  1796. 

When  did  the  military  organization  begin  ? 

'A.  About  the  middle  of  1796. 

Q.  Were  yoy  a member  of  the  National  Executive  ? 

A.  I was,  and  continued  fo  from  November  1796  to  January 
1798. 

When  did  the  communications  with  France  commence? 

A-  Before  I was  ah  United  Iriihman,  I believe  in  the  middle 
of  1796,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  military  organization  was 
formed. 

Q;  When  was  it  agreed  to  accept  the  offer  of  afhftance  fropi 
France? 

A.  I underftood  it  was  accepted  at  a meeting  of  the  Executive 
in  fuinmer  1796. — I was  apprized  of  the  offer  and  acceptance  by 
my  brother  members  of  the  Executive  after  I became  a mem- 
ber of  it,  and  before  the  arrival  of  the  French  in  Bantry  Bay. 

Q.  Was  it  the  determination  of  the  United  Irifhmen  in  the 
porth  to  rife  if  the  French  had  landed  ? 

A.  The  Dire£lory  thought  they  would  rife. 

WTen  was  the  firft  communication  from  France  after  the 
expedition  to  Bantry  Bay  ? 

A.  The  hr!]:  which  of  my  own  knowledge  I can  fpeak  of  w’as 
in  Auguft'1797, — It  ftated,  that’ a fleet  lay  in  the  Texel  with 
15,000  taen  on  board,  and  that  the  armament  was  deftined  for 
Ireland,  I was  arrefted,  aqd  in  confineihent  for  fome  months  be- 
fore that  time.  ‘ ' ' ' ■ ‘ ‘ 

Q.  Was  it  mentioned  to  the  I rifh*  Executive  where  the  defeent 
was  intended  ? • • ' * ■ 

A.  It  was  not  in  the  difpatch  which  I faw. 

Q:  Was  there  any  intelligence  brought  of  the  intended  inva- 
fion  at  Bantry  r •••.!-■ 

K:  There  was,  by  a meffenger  who  arrived  here  about  Novern- 
ber  ' 7.96. 

Q:  "^as  there  a refident  agent  appointed  to  go  to  Paris  in 
Ipring  1797?  ' ' _ 

A.  There  was,  whilft  I was  in  prifon ; and  a fecond  perfon 
was  fent  in  June  following:  I faw  this  perfon  on  his  return  to 
Ireland  from  France*  about  November  1797.  He  reported  that 
no  armament  was  then  ready,  but  that  one  would  fhortly  be 
ready.  I underflood  that  when  a French  fleet  was  ready  the  expe- 
dition would  take  place,’  ■•  ••>'-'  

Vi.  / . 1 Q.  fjavc 


Appendix,  No.  XXXI;  69 

Q.  Have  you  heard  that  there  were  fome  converfations  on  this 
fubje£l  between  perlbns  of  this  country  and  general  Valence, 
prior  to  Oftober  1796? 

A.  I have  heard  there  were  ; they  did  not  however  lead  to  any 
thing  dec i five. 

Q.  Was  there  any  connexion  with  the  Englifli  or  Scotch  fo- 
cieties? 

A.  Any  connexion  with  them  was  merely  between  individu- 
als: the  Irifh  Executive  wifhed  to  keep  clear  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  loan  being  negotiated  with  France 
or  Spain  r 

A.  Inftru6lions  were  given  to  the  agent  to  negotiate  a loan  of 
half  a million  in  France  or  Spain,  on  the  fecurity  of  the  new 
Irifh  government.  Says,  his  fituation  in  the  Executive  was 
^ lied  up  when  he  left  Ireland  in  January  laft. 

Samuel  Neilfon  /worn, 

Qi  When  did  you  become  a member  of  the  fociety  of  United 
Irifjinien  ? 

A.  In  0£tober  1791  I became  a member  of  the  original  fo- 
ciety. 

Q.  When  did  the  prefent  organization  commence? 

A.  In  fpring  1792  the  affiliated  fyftem  of  organization  com* 
menced,  and  has  gradually  increafed  fince  that  time, 

Qi  When  was  the  organization  completed  in  Ulfler  ? 

A.  On  the  loth  of  May  1795. 

Q.  When  did  the  affiliation  begin  between  Ulfler  and  the  reft 

the  kingdom  ? 

A.  From  the  time  that  the  fyftem  commenced,  emiflaries 
were  fent  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  for  the  purpofe  of  extend- 
ing it. 

Q;  What  was  the  obje6I  then? 

A.  I think  to  alarm  government  into  a compliance  with  their 
objecls. 

^ Q.  When  did  the  military  organization  begin  in  Ulfter? 

A.  In  autumn  1796.  The  obje6l  of  this  organization  was  to 
carry  their  meafiires  by  force. 

Q.  Did  you  know  any  thing  of  the  correfpondence  carried  on 
with  France?  ' 

A.  Previous  to  my  being  arrefted,  which  happened  in  Septem- 
ber 17965  I had  heard  of  communications  with  France  and  a 
probability  of  the  negotiations  for  affiftance  being  fuccefsful. 

a When  were  you  liberated,  and  on  what  condition  r 

A.  He  was  liberated  in  January  or  February  laft,  on  condition 
that  he  fhould  not  belong  to  any  treafonable  committee. 

Qi  After  you  were  liberated,  did  you  hear  of  any  intended 
attempt  on  Dublin  or  Lehaupftown  camp  ? 
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A.  I did  not  till  after  the  arrefls  at  Bonds. 

After  that,  were  you  very  active  in  advifing  the  filling  up 
the  vacancies  that  you  fuppofed  had  taken  place  in  confequence 
of  thofe  arjefis  ? 

A.  I was. 

Q.  Had  you  then  any  information  of  an  intended  infurredlion  ? 

A.  Soon  after  1 difcovered  that  an  infurredion  was  decided 
upon,  and  1 meant  to  have  given  my  advice  and  afiifiance. 

Q.  W as  there  a letter  from  John  Sheares  found  in  your  pocket 
when  you  were  laft  arrelled  ? 

A.  There  was. 

Q.  What  was  the  objed  of  this  letter  ? 

A.  To  difiuade  me  from  attacking  Kilmainham  gaol. 

Q.  Was  there  any  intention  of  attacking  Newgate? 

A.  I believe  there  was  an  intention  of  attacking  it  on  th§ 
night  I was  arrefted,  the  23J  of  May. 

<3h  Did  you  knov/  of  any  depots  of  arms  and  ammunition? 

A.  I believe  there  never  were  any:  the  arms  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  they  hid  them.  The  manufadure  of 
pikes  began  about  the  time  of  the  military  organization.  Says 
the  Convention  Bill  was  calculated  to  meet  every  part  of  the 
fyfiem  of  United  Irifiimen.  Says  Ulfier  is  not  fo  well  organized 
as  it  was  a year  ago.  Says  many  people  joined  the  United 
Irifhmen,  fuppofing  them  to  be  the  ftrongeft  party  iri  the  date; 
and  if  their  affairs  Iiad  been  well  conduded,  he  thinks  they  would 
have  become  the  government.  Latterly  their  affairs  have  been 
much  mifconduded,  becaufe  the  ableff  men  amongft  them  have 
been  either  arrefted  or  obliged  to  fly.  Says,  that  until  the  lafi; 
two  months,  he  did  not  confider  government  to  be  well  in-* 
formed;  but  the  late  arrefts  convinced  him  they  were. 

Friday^  iith  Augnjl  1798, 

'Thomas  Addis  Emmett^  EJq. jworn, 

Q.  Did  you  belong  to  the  fociety  of  United  IrifhmenI 
A.  I did. 

Were  you  a member  of  the  Executive? 

A.  I was^ — I was  firfi  appointed  in  January  1797,  and  con^ 
tinued  a member  of  it  till  May  1797.  I then  ceafed  to  be  of  it 
till  December  laft,  when  I was  eleded  a fecond  time,  and  Icon-, 
tinued  a member  till  my  arreft. 

(T  When  did  the  military  organization  take  place? 

A.  I have  heard  that  it  commenced  the  beginning  or  middle  of 
1796.  Its  objed  was  to  prepare  for  refiftance.  This  organi- 
zation was  known  to,  and  had  the  approbation  of  the  Executive, 
as  returns  of  men  and  arms  were  regularly  made  to  them.  The 

laft 
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lad  military  organization  proceeded  immediately  from  the  Exe- 
cutive. 

When  did  the  firft  communication  wltli  France  take  place? 

A.  The  firft  I heard  of  took  place  about  the  middle  of  1796. 
This  was  in  coiifequence  of  an  offer  of  affiftance  from  France: 
this  offer  was  in  confequence  of  reprefentations  made  by  perfons 
of  this  country  refident  af  Paris.  It  was  taken  into  ferious  con- 
fideration  in  the  fummer  1796,  and  accepted  by  the  Executive. 
The  fird  communication  with  France,  of  wliich  I can  fpeak  from 
my  knowledge,  was  in  April  1797.  This  was  an  effort  to  eda- 
blilh  a permanent  intcrcoiirfe  with  tlie  French  Diredtory;  to 
give  them  an  account  of  tlie  number  of  troops  here,  and  of  their 
lituation,  aad  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  people,  and  to  folicit  the 
aid  of  a limited  number  of  troops  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
A fpecial  meffenger  was  fent  on  this  occafion,  vvlio  was  con- 
tinued the  rehdent  accredited  agent  of  the  Irifli  Executive  at 
Paris,  and  has  been  fupported  by  private  fubferiptions. 

Were  any  difpatches  received  from  this  agent  ? 

A.  In  fomc  time  after  liis  arrival  at  Paris,  he  fent  affuranccs 
to  the  Executive,  of  affiftance  from  the  French,  and  that  they 
would  continue  it  till  Ireland  was  feparated  from  Great  Britain. 

Q.  When  did  the  next  communication  with  France  take 
place  ? 

A.  In  June  1797,  a fecond  meffenger  was  difpatched.  Re 
was  fent  in  confequence  of  an  application  from  the  French  Di- 
reclory,  to  arrange  every  thing  for  the  invafioii.  Idis  inilruc- 
tions  were  pretty  much  the  fame  as  thofe  of  tlic  former ; but  he 
was  to  require  a greater  quantity  of  arms.  This  additional  fupply 
of  arms  was  demanded  principally  in  confequence  of  the  feizure 
of  arms  in  the  north,  which  bad  been  made  by  order  of  g6- 
vernment. 

VVas  any  communication  made  liere  relative  to  the  arma- 
ment in  the  l exeE 

A.  I am  pretty  certain  tl-.at  a communication  was  made  in 
fummer  1797,  armament  in  the  Texel  was  dellined 

for  Ireland. 

Was  any  difpatch  received  from  France  in  the  laff  winter? 

A.  A difpatch  from  the  Diredtory  arrived  in  the  laft  winter, 
to  inform  the  Executive  that  an  armament  would  arrive  here  in 
the  month  of  April.  No  mention  was  made  of  the  amount  of 
the  force  to  be  fent,  nor  of  the  place  of  debarkation,  as  thev  were 
affured  by  the  Irillr  Executive  that  wherever  they  landed  tliey 
would  be  fupported. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  tlie  people  being  fo  loyal  and 
Well-difpoled  while  the  Frcncli  were  in  Bantrv  Bay  ? 

, A,  About  November  1796,  a meff'.ngcr  arrived  here  from 
France,  who  Hated  that  a defeent  would  immediately  he  made 

with 
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with  I5jOOO  men.  In  a very  few  days  after  this  mefTenger  haei 
quitted  Ireland  on  his  return,  a letter  arrived  which  was  con- 
fideied  as  authentic  by  the  Irifh  Executive,  bating  that  the  ex- 
pedition was  deferred  till  fpring,  when  England  would  be  in- 
vaded, and  probably  Ireland.  This  contradidlion  then  threw 
the  Executive  oft'  their  guard,  in  confequence  of  which  no 
meafures  were  taken  to  prepare  the  people  for  the  reception  of  the 
French  army.  The  people  were  left  to  them felves. 

Was  any  difpatch  fent  from  this  to  France  iri  the  laft 
winter  ? 

A.  About  the  beginning  of  January,  ot  tire  lattet*  end  of  De- 
cember, a difpatch  was  made  by  the  Executive,  and  intended  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  Diredlory,  but  the  attempt  failed. 

When  was  the  ftaff  appointed  ? 

A.  It  was  appointed  for  Lcinfter,  by  the  Executive,  in  Ja- 
nuary or  February  1798.  It  was  thought  necelTary  to  have  an 
adjutant-general  in  each  county,  to  communicate  military 
orders  from  the  Executive. 

What  was  the  mode  of  appointment  ? 

A.  The  colonels  of  each  county  returned  the  names  of  three 
perfonsto  the  Executive,  who  appointed  one  of  them. 

CX  What  was  the  purpofe  of  the  military  organization  and 
preparations  ? 

A.  To  alTift  the  French  when  they  fliould  land,  and  effedl  a 
revolution. 

Q.  When  was  the  military  committee  appointed  ? 

A.  I believe  in  February  1798.  Their  duty  was  to  prepare  a 
plan  of  co-operation  with  the  French  when  they  jfiiould  land,  or 
of  infiirredtion,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  forced  to  it  before  the 
arrival  of  tlie  French,  which  they  are  determined  to  avoid,  if 
poffible.  I believe  the  infurreflion  which  has  taken  place,  was 
brought  forward  by  the  military  feverities  which  w^ere  eitercifed 
in  the  county  of  Kildare ; and  that  if  the  arrefts  had  not  taken 
place,  it  would  have  been  kept  back  by  the  perfons  who  were 
arrefted,  till  the  French  fliould  arrive,  as  it  was  their  determi- 
nation to  wait  for  afliftance  from  France,  If  the  French  had 
arrived,  I am  certain  there  would  have  been  a very  general  and 
formidable  infurre61ion  in  every  part  of  the  country. 

CF  Was  John  Shcares  a member  of  the  Executive  before  your 
arrell  ? 

A.  He  was  not.  Says  the  old  Executive  never  meant  to  fpill 
blood,  but  rather  to  retain  men  of  a certain  rank  as  boflages,  and 
if  they  found  them  hoftile  to  the  new  government,  to  fend  them 
out  of  the  country.  That  it  was  alfo  determined  that  if  the 
wives  of  fuch  perfons  did  not  adf  with  hoftiiity  to  tdie  new  go- 
vernment, they  fliould  be  allowed  a maintenance  out  of  the  huf- 
Z bands* 
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bands’  property”,  and  that  each  child  fhould  have  a portion ; the 
refiJue  to  belong  to  the  nation. 

Q;  Did  the  arrefts  on  the  12th  of  March  tend  to  diforganizc 
the  iyllem? 

A.  They  did.  The  principal  members  of  the  Union  were* 
either  confined,  or  fled  in  confecjiience  of  the  arrefts. 

Do  you  think  the  mafs  of  the  people  care  for  catholic 
emancipation,  or  parliamentary  reform? 

A.  I believe  the  mafs  of  the  people  do  not  care  a feather  for 
catholic  emancipation  ; neither  did  they  care  for  parliamentary 
reform,  till  it  was  explained-to  them  as  leading  to  other  objedds 
which  they  looked  to,  principally  the  abolition  of  tithes.  They 
^ were  alfo  taught  to  confider  that  when  they  became  members  of  a 
democracy,  their  condition  would  be  bettered. 

Q.  Was  any  eccleiiaflical  elfablifliment  intended  by  the  re- 
volutionary government  ? 

A.  None,  certainly. 

(T  Howdo'you  fuppofe  it  poflible  for  Ireland  to  remain  an 
independent  country,  unconnedled  with  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  Ireland  is  now  in  a very  different  fituation  from  that  in 
which  (he  flood  at  the  Revolution  : I think  fli'e  has  grown  out  of 
her  connexion  with  Great  Britain. 

Explain  yourfelf. 

A.  At  the  Revolution  her  population  did  not  much  exceed  a 
million  and  an  half ; now  it  amounts  to  five  millions ; her 
wealth  has  increafed  in  a greater  proportion. — I am  therefore  of 
opinion  that  fhe  is  capable  now  of  flanding  alone. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  a wifer  and  a fairer  policy  to  abide  by 
that  connexion  by  which  her  wealth  and  population  have  grown 
fo  confiderably  ? 

A,  I do  not.  I think  this  might  be  the  happieft  country  in 
the  world,  if  lire  was  eflablifhed  as  an  independent  republic. 

Q.  How  could  fhe  exift  without  a fliip  of  war,  or  the  means 
of  having  one  ? Twelve  Britifh  frigates  ftationed  around  her 
coafls,  muft  annihilate  the  trade  of  Ireland.  How  much  could. 
England  diftrefs  her,  even  in  the  Angle  article  of  coals  ? 

A.  I think  Ireland  would  be  very  much  crippled  for  fome 
years  ; but  if  fhe  were  feparated  from  Great  Britain,  the  coloffal 
ftrength  of  the  Britifh  navy  would  be  very  quickly  reduced; 
and  as  to  the  fupply  of  coals,  I think,  by  extending  our  inland 
iiavigation,  we  could  be  fupplied  with  fuel  at  home. 
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Sxt.KdSi.s  from  the  Declaration  offohn  Cormick^  of  Thomas  Street^  In 
the  City  of  Dublin,  who  had  fled  from  thence  y and  was  apprehended 
(it  Guernjeyy  July  lOth,  1798. 

THAT  about  fifteen  months  ago  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  an 
United  Irifhman.  About  three  months  ago  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
was  brought  to  his  houfe  by  William  Lawlefs  (a  furgeon,  who 
lived  in  French  Street,  Dublin),  in  order  to  be  concealed  there  ; 
fmce  which  time,  influenced  by  his  Lordfhip,  he  had  taken  a more 
arElive  part  in  the  rebellion,  by  attending  feditious  meetings:  that 
during  his  intercourfe  with  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  his  Lordfliip 
fhow'ed  him'  two  letters,  taking  care  to  conceal  their  fignatnres 
from  him  ; one  of  which  dated,  that  the  number  of  difaffe6l;ed  in 
London  amounted  to  feventeen  thoufand,  who  would  rife  upon  a 
common  emergency,  but  that  there  were  at  lead  one  hundred 
thoufand  of  the  fame  defeription,  who  would  not  Ihow  themfelves 
until  the  time  of  aflual  invafion.  The  other  was  conceived  in  nearly 
thefe  terms:  I have  juft  received  a letter  from  L.  wh©  has  made 

application  to  the  truftees  for  the  advance  of  5000/.  upon  your 
eftates,  which  they  refufed,  faying  they  would  make  no  payment 
fhort  of  the  entire,  and  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  effedf  that 
for  four  months/^  That  the  date  of  the  laft  letter  was  fome  time 
in  May  : that  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  remained  concealed  in  his 
houfe  nearly  a month  ; he  afterwards  abfeonded,  fearch  having 
been  made  in  his  houfe  for  his  Lordfliip. 

In  bis  declaration  he  further  flated.  That  in  the  month  of  March 
laft  a deputation  from  the  United  Britifli  in  London  arrived  in 
Dublin  ; he  knows  that  there  is  an  agent  for  the  United  Britifli 
refident  in  Paris,  and  that  there  are  agents  both  for  the  United 
Britilh  and  Irifh  refident  at  Hamburgh,  but  that  he  is  ignorant  of 
all  their  names,  except  of  that  of  Lewins,  who  is  the  fame  perfon 
whofe  initial  was  written  in  the  letter  fliown  to  him  by  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald* 

He  acknowledged  his  -being  intimately  acquainted  with  this 
Lewins>  who  is  the  Irifli  refident  at  Paris,  and  olFered,  if  his 
pardon  fliould  be  granted,  to  correfpond  with  faid  perfon,  who,  he 
wa5.£€rtain,  would  write  confidentially  to  him- 
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Letter  from  yohn  Shcaresy  found  upon  Samuel  Neilfon  on  the 
Evening  of  the  May, 

Sir, 

I HAVE  fought  you  in  every  dire£lion,  but  unfortunately  in 
vain.  It  is  novv  too  late  to  ufe  many  words  upon  the  fubje6t  of 
our  intended  interview*  ; let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  I am  acquainted 
with  the  deftriuflive  defign  you  meditate,  and  am  refolved  to  coun- 
teraiSl  it,  whatever  it  may  cofl  me.  Reft  alfured  that  nothing 
fhall  check  a refolution  which  honour,  private  affection,  and 
public  duty  unite  to  demand  the  immediate  execution  of  'y  and 
that  however  unwilling  I may  be  at  any  other  moment  to  take  the 
only  fteps  which  your  obftinacy  may  render  neceffary,  this  even- 
ing, for  the  prefervalion  of  my  friends  and  my  country,  I will, 
without  helitation,  take  them.  The  fcheme  you  have  undertaken  I 
view  with  horror,  whether  its  effects  be  confidered  as  relating  to 
my  imprifoned  friends,  the  deftrudion  of  whofe  property  and 
lives  muft  be  the  confequence  even  of  your  fiiccefs  ; or  as  affedting 
Arthur  0‘Connor’s  exiftence,  the  precarious  chance  for  which 
you  thus  cruelly  leften,  or  (what  is  fuperior  to  every  other  con- 
fideration)  as  enfuring  the  ruin  of  Ireland’s  freedom.  In  Ihort, 
Mr.  5 to  be  candid  with  you,  the  fcheme  is  fo  totally 

deftitute  of  any  apology,  even  from  the  plea  of  folly  or  paftion, 
that  I cannot  avoid  attributing  its  origin  to  a worfe  caufe,  and 
nothing  can  convince  me  of  the  contrary,  but  your  immediately 
foregoing  fo  pernicious  an  enterprife.  In  thefe  fentiments  I am 
not  fingular,  nor  in  the  refolution  which  arifes  from  them  ; and 
fhould  you  doubt  me,  you  muft  purchafe  convidlion  at  a very  feverc 
coft.  My  refolution  and  that  of  my  friends  is  this,  if  you  do  not 
by  nine  o’clock  this  evening  give  us  every  neceffary  and  facred 
alfurance,  that  you  will  counterad  and  prevent  the  perpetration  of 
this  plot,  againftall  that  you  ought  to  hold  dear,  notice  of  it  (hall 
be  given  to  the  government,  without  a moment’s  delay  ; for 
we  do  prefer  that  a few  mifguided  (not  to  fay  guilty)  individuals 
Iliould  perifh,  than  that  every  remaining  hope  our  country’s  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  lives  of  our  moft  valued  friends,  (hould  be  facrificed 
by  the  accompliftiment  of  a ftupid,  perhaps  wicked  undertaking. 
Do  not  feedyourfelf  with  hope  that  any  confideration  (hall  deter  me 
from  fulfilling  his  threat. — If  every  poignard  you  could  command 
were  at  my  throat,  I would  do  my  duty — I did  think  well  of  you 

1 wi(h  to  do  fo  ftill.^You  alone  can  prevent  me. 

j.  s. 

I dine  at  52,  Abbey  Street,  where  I (hall  expeff  your  anfwet 
before  eight  o’clock. 

K 2 
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Letter  from  John  McManus  to  Patrick  Gallagher: 

Dear  Citizen,  Kilbeggan,  id  May  1798. 

CONFORMABLE  to  the  informations  I received  when  I 
Jaft  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you,  immediately  on  my  return  to 
the  country  I fent  inftrudlions  to  the  refpedlive  baronies  to  have 
their  numbers  properly  returned,  their  colledions  made,  A:c.  and 
appointed  a day  for  the  county  meeting  accordingly  (which  was 
lall  Saturday},  when,  to  my  great  mortification,  I was  totally  difap- 
pointed,  they  not  having  come  according  to  appointment.  I cannot 
pretend  to  account  in  any  manner  for  this  timid  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  delegates  ; but  furely  there  is  nothing  in  my  opinion  to 
juftify  it.  I w^as  prepared  to  go  up  on  Sunday  as  reqnefted,  but 
confidered  it  totally  ufelefs,  as  1 was  deftitute  of  any  returns,  faving 
thofe  of  the  barony.  I am  certain  there  muft  be  a very  curious 
idea  formed  of  this  county,  from  fuch  unpardonable  negled  ; but 
I alfo  flatter  myfelf  that  were  matters  fully  known  to  our  friends, 
no  blame  w'ould  be  attached  to  me.  From  the  firft  moment  of  our 
receiving  the  fyftem  of  organization  in  this  barony,  we  lofl  not  a 
moment’s  time;  the  people  are  all  well  prepared,  and  in  four  hours 
w^e  can  bring  to  the  field  3,400  men,  determined  to  ftand  or  fall  in 
the  canfe  of  their  country  ; all  they  want  is  a knowledge  of  the 
moment.  I am  certain  the  good  fenfe  of  our  friends  (through  the 
negle£l  or  intimidation  of  the  other  baronies)  would  not  fuffer  fuch 
a number  of  brave  men  to  be  facrificed,  anil  I hope-  Fill  for  the 
neceffary  informations. 

From  the  variable  difpofitions  of  the  low^er  order  of  people,  I do 
think  many  of  their  B”.  Members  excufable;  it  takes  and  requires 
great  patience  as  well  as  perfeverance  to  bring  them  to  a proper 
fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  I know  the  exertions  of  fome  in  particular 
has  not  been  w^anting.  I have  again  fent  word  for  our  county 
meeting  to  aflemble  this  week,  and  inform  me  when  the  delegates 
fhould  be  in  town  with  proper  returns,  &:c. 

Yours  moft  fraternally, 

JOHN  MCMANUS. 

I 

Number  of  Troops  in  this  Barony: 

70  Northumberland  fencibles,  in  this  town. 

40  Orange  yeomen  infantry,  Tuelfpafs. 

35  Do.  do.  cavalry,  Moat. 

With  a few  more  not  wmrth  mentioning. 

The  fa(5f  is,  we  are  determined  to  put  them  down  in  a moment, 
or  ten  times  their  number. 
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My  brother  was  in  Dublin  all  lall  week,  and  tells  me  be  called 
dilFerent  times,  but  had  nor  the  fortune  to  meet  you  within.  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  difappointment  now. 


No.  XXXV. 


]\4r*  G randy's  Information^ 

County  orWexford,>j  RICHARD  GRANDY  of  Ballyflraco, 
to  wit.  > in  the  county  of  Wexford,  tanner,  came  this 

J day  before  us  his  Majefty’s  juUices  of  the 

peace  for  the  faid  county,  and  maketh  oath  upon  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelifts,  that  he  this  examinant  was  attacked  and  feize'd  at  the  crofs 
roads  of  Kilbride  in  faid  county,  on  Sunday  the  third  day  of  June 
inftant,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  he  was  returning  from  a farm  he  had  on  the  lands  of  Kil- 
bride, by  feveral  perfons  armed  with  guns,  pikes,  and  fpears  ; 
that  amongd  the  number  were  Michael  Poor,  Thomas  Poor, 
Martin  White,  Richard  Shee,  Martin  Cothoun,  Nicholas 
Browne,  Michael  White,  John  Moran,  and  Laurence  Moran, 
all  of  Kilbride  aforefaid,  with  many  others,  whole  names  this 
deponent  knows  not,  though  their  faces  were  very  familiar  to 
him  ; that  examinant  was  conduifed  from  thence  to  the  rebel- 
camp  at  Carrick  Byrne  in  faid  countyj  and  in  the  afternoon  of 
fame  day  was  brought  to  Mr.  King’s  houfe  at  Scollobogue  in  faid 
county  ; tliat  he  was  introduced  into  a room  where  he  faw  Bagenel 
Harvey  of  Bargy  Cadle  in  faid  county,  Efq.;  William  Devereux 
of  Taghmon  in  faid  county,  farmer;  Francis  Brien  of  Taghmon; 
and  Nicholas  Svveetman  of  New  Bawne  in  faid  county,  w'ith 
a few  more,  w'hom  deponent  did  not  know,  but  believes  that 
John  Colclough  of  Bally tiegue  in  faid  county,  and  a fon  of  faid 
William  Devereux’s,  were  of  the  number  ; that  deponent  was 
clofely  examined  by  faid  Bagenel  Harvey,  as  to  the  date  of  Rofs 
and  Duncannon  fort,  and  whether  he  was  an  Orange  man  or 
an  United  man  ; that  faid  Bagenel  Harvey  proffered  him  to  take 
the  oath  of  an  United  Irifliman,  and  become  one  of  their  commu^ 
iiity  ; that  at  laft  deponent  obtained  a pafs  from  faid  Bagenel 
Harvey,  with  which  became  as  far  as  Bryanftown,  where  he  was 
popped  by  the  guard  of  rebels  who  were  ftationed  there;  that  he 
was  condutfed  back  again  to  Collop’s  Well,  where  he  met  with 
faid  Bagenel  Harvey  and  faid  Nicholas  Sweetman  ; that  faid 
Sweetman  figned  the  pafs  he  had  got  from  faid  Harvey  ; that  he 
had  not  gone  far  before  the  pafs  had  been  taken  from  him  and 
torn,  upon  wTich  deponent  was  taken  prifoner  to  Scollobogue 
Houfe,  where  he  was  confined  till  the  I'uefday  morning  follow- 
ing, with  many  other  proteffants  ; that  about  nine  o’clock  John 

Murphy 
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Murphy  of  Loiighnageer  in  faid  county,  who  had  the  command 
of  the  Rofegarland  rebel  corps,  and  was  the  officer  of  the  'guard 
over  the  prifoners,  had  ordered  them  out  by  fours  to  be  ffiot  by  his 
company  of  rebels,  till  thirty-five  were  maffiacred  ; that  the  rebel 
fpearmen  ufed  to  take  pleafure  in  piercing  the  vi£lims  through 
with  tfieir  fpears,  and  in  exultation  licking  their  bloody  fpears  ; 
that  w hile  this  horrid  fcene  was  adfing,  the  barn  at  faid  Scollo- 
bogue,  in  wffiich  were  above  one  hundred  proteftants  (as  depo- 
nent heard  and  believes)  w'as  fet  on  fire  and  all  confumed  to  affies; 
that  examinant’s  life  w'as  fpared  becaufe  faid  Murphy  knew  faid 
Bagcnel  Harvey  had  given  him  a pafs  ; and  through  his  interceffion 
with  faid  Murphy,  Loftus  Frelfel  was  likewife  fpared  ; fay- 
eth,  they  were  both  tied  and  conveyed  within  a mile  of  Rofs, 
where  they  met  faid  Bagenel  Harvey,  Cornelius  Grogan  of 
Johnllowm  in  faid  county,  Efq.  faid  William  Devereux,  and 
many  others,  unknown  to  deponent,  retreating  from  the  battle 
of  Rofs  ; faith  that  faid  Bagenel  Harvey  ordered  faid  Murphy  to 
take  the  prifoners  to  his  lodging  at  Collop’s  Well,  where  he 
gave  a pafs  to  Loftus  Frizzel,  but  refufed  to  give  one  to  depo- 
nent, left  he  ffiould  go  to  Duncan  non  fort,  and  report  what  de- 
ponent had  heard  and  feen  ; faith  that  he  heard  and  believes  it  to 
be  a fa<ft,  that  faid  Cornelius  Grogan  had  the  command  of  the 
barony  of  Fort  rebel  troops  at  the  battle  of  Rofs  ; faith  that 
he  was  taken  to  FoulLe’s  Mill  in  faid  county  that  night,  where 
he  continued  for  twm  days  under  a guard  dreffing  the  wounded  ; 
that  he  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  Ballymitty  in  faid  county, 
when  he  obtained  a pafs^from  Edward  Murphy,  pariffi  prieft  of 
faid  place,  to  pafs  and  re  pafs  through  his  didriil  for  the  purpofe 
of  curing  the  wounded;  faith  that  lie  w^as  fentto  Taghmon,  where 
the  fitting  rebel  magiftrates,  JohnBrien,  James  Harpar,  Jofeph 
Cullamore,  and  Matt liew' Commons,  were  of  opinion  that  deponent 
might,  with  the  prieft’s  pafs,  have  gone  back  again  and  remain 
there  ; faith  that  he  ftrolled  along  the  fea  fide  under  the  pro- 
tedtion  of  this  pafs,  till  at  laft  he  effecled  his  efcape  acrofs  the 
ferry  of  Bajinow  to  Feathard,  on  Friday  evening  the  22d  inftant, 
and  from  thence  to  Duncannon  fort  this  morning  ; faith  that  he 
often  heard  it  reported  while  he  w^as  in  cuftody,  that  John  Col- 
ciough  and  Thomas  M^Leard,  both  of  Tintern  in  faid  county, 
w’ere  very  aclive  in  promoting  the  rebellion  ; and  further  faith,, 
that  he  favv  John  Devereux  of  Shalbeggan  in  faid  county,  jun. 
at  Scollobogue,  on  Monday  the  4th  inftant,  and  that  he  feemed, 
and  he  verily  believeth  he  had  a principal  command  in  the  rebel 
army  ; faith  that  he  likewife  faw  Charles  Reily  of  Ramfgrange  in 
faid  county,  at  the  faid  camp  at  Carrick  Byrne,  amongft  the  rebels, 
very  bufy  and  active  to  promote  their  caufe  ; deponent  further 
faith,  that  he  attended  mafs  celebrated  by  Edward  Murphy,  pariffi 
grieft  of  Bannow  ; that  after  mafs  he  heard  faid  Murphy  preach  a 

fermonj. 
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fermon,  in  which  he  faid,  “ Brethren,  you  fee  you  are  vl£lorious 
every  where,  that  the  balls  of  the  heretics  fly  about  you 
•without  hurting  you  ; that  few  of  you  have  fallen,  whilfl;  thou- 
fands  of  the  heretics  are  dead,  and  the  few  that  have  fallen,  was 
from  deviating  from  our  caufe,  and  want  of  faith  ; that  this 
vifibly  is  the  work  of  God',  who  now  is  determined  that  the 
heretics,  who  have  now  reigned  upw'ards  of  one  hundred  years, 
fhould  be  now  extirpated,  and  the  true  catholic  religion  efta- 
bliflied.”  And  deponent  faith  this  fermon  was  preached  after  the 
battle  of  Rofs,  and  faith  he  has  heard  feveral  fermons  preached 
by  the  priefts  to  fame  efFe6l  ; and  further  faith,  that  he  has  heard 
feveral  of  the  rebels  who  had  been  at  the  battle  of  Ennifeorthy, 
and  elfewhere,  declare,  that  Edward  Roche  the  pried  did  con- 
ftantly  catch  the  bullets  that  came  from  his  Majefty’s  army  in  his 
hand,  and  give  them  to  the  rebels  to  load  their  guns  w^ith;  depo- 
nent further  faith  that  any  proteftant  who  was  admitted  into  the 
rebel  army  was  firfl:  baptized  by  a Roman  catholic  prieft,  and  that 
every  proteftant  who  refufed  to  be  baptized  was  put  to  death,  and 
that  many  to  fave  their  lives  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  baptized. 

Sworn  before  us  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace  fov 
faid  county,  this  23d  day  of  June  1798,  at  Duncaii- 
non  Fort. 

Bound  in  the  fom  of  two  hun-^  GEORGE  OGf^E, 
dred  pounds  to  profecute,  I ISAAC  CORNOCK, 
when  called  on,  this  exami-  ( JOHN  HENRY  LYSTER> 
nation  with  effe^I.  J JOHN  KENNEDY. 

RICHARD  GRANDY. 

(A  Copy.) 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  General  and  feveral  Officers  of  the  United  Army 
of  the  County  of  Wexford  the  following  Refolutions  were  agreed 
upon : 

RESOLVED,  that  the  commander  in  chief  fhall  fend  guards  to 
certain  baronies  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  in  all  men  they  (hall  And 
loitering  and  delaying  at  home  or  elfewhere,  and  if  any  refiftance 
be  given  to  thofe  guards  fo  to  be  fent  by  the  commanding  officer’s 
orders,  it  is  our  deflre  and  orders,  that  fuch  perfons  fo  giving  re- 
fiftance fhall  be  liable  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  guards,  who  are 
to  bear  a commiffion  for  that  purpofe  ^ and  all  fuch  perfons  fo  to 
be  found  loitering  and  delaying  at  home,  when  brought  in  by  the 
guards,  fhall  be  tried  by  ^ court  martial  appointed  andchofen  from 
amongft  the  commanders  of  all  the  differen  t corps,  and  be  punifhed 
with  death. 

Refolved,  that  all  officers  fhall  immediately  repair  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  quarters  and  remain  wdth  their  different  corps,  and  not 
4 depart 
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Jcpart  therefrom  under  pain  of  death,  unlefs  authorized  to  quit  by 
written  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief  for  that  purpofe. 

It  is  alfo  ordered  that  a guard  fliall  be  kept  in  the  rear  of  the 
different  armies,  with  orders  to  fhoot  all  perfons  who  fhall  fly  or 
defert  from  any  engagement  ; and  that  thefe  orders  fliall  be  taken 
notice  of  by  all  ofhcers  commanding  fuch  engagements. 

All  men  refufing  to  obey  their  fuperior  officer  to  be  tried  by  a 
court  martial  and  punilhed  according  to  their  fentence. 

It  is  alfo  ordered  that  all  men  who  fliall  attempt  to  leave  their 
refpe£live  quarters  when  they  have  been  halted  by  the  comtnander 
in  chief,  fliall  fuffer  death,  unlefs  they  fliall  have  leave  from  their 
officers  for  fo  doing. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  commander  in  chief,  that  all  perfons  wffio 
have  ftolen  or  taken  away  any  horfe  or  horfes,  fliall  immediately 
bring  in  all  fuch  horfes  to  the  camp  at  head-quarters  ; othervvife  any 
horfe  that  fliall  be  feen  or  found  in  the  polfellion  of  any  perfon  to 
whom  he  does  not  belong,  fliall,  on  being  convidled  thereof,  fuffer 
death. 

And  any  goods  that  fliall  have  been  plundered  from  any  houfe, 
if  not  brought  in  to  head-quarters,  or  returned  immediately  to  the 
houfes  or  nwmers,  that  all  perfons  plundering  as  aforefaid  fliall, 
on  being  convidfed  thereof,  fuffer  death. 

It  is  alfo  refolved,  that  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliall  take 
upon  him  or  them  to  kill  or  murder  any  perfon  or  prifoner,  burn 
any  houfe,  or  commit  any  plunder,  without  fpecial  written  orders 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  fliall  fuffer  death. 

By  order  of, 

B.  B.  HARVEY,  Commander  in  Chief. 

Head -quarters,  Carrick  Burn  Camp, 

June  6,  179B. 

Francis  Breen,  Secretary  and  Adjt. 
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By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  heland, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Camden. 

WHEREAS  a traitorous  confpiracy  cxifling  wflthin  this  king- 
dom for  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority  of  his  Majefty  and  the 
Parliament,  and  for  the  deftru£tion  of  the  eftablilbed  conftitution 
and  government,  hath  confiderably  extended  itfelf,  and  hath 
broken  out  into  adls  of  open  violence  and  rebellion : 

We  have,  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefly’s 
Privy  Council,  ilTiied  the  moft  diredi  and  pofitive  orders  to  the 
gfficers  commanding  his  Majefty’s  forces,  to  employ  them  with 

the 
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the  iitmoft  vigour  and  decifion  for  the  immediate  fupprefTion  there- 
of, and  alfo  to  recover  the  arms  which  have  been  traitoroufly 
forced  from  his  Majefty’s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  and  to  dif- 
arm  the  rebels  and  all  perfons  d faffedled  to  his  Majefty’s  govern- 
ment, by  the  mod  fiimmary  and  effectual  mcafiires. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftridtly  charge  and  command  all  his  Majefty’s 
peaceable  and  loyal  fiibjedls,  on  their  allegiance,  to  aid  and  allilt, 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  his  Majefty’s  forces  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty,  to  whom  we  have  given  it  ftri611y  in  command  to 
afford  full  protection  to  them  frOm  all  aCls  of  violence  which  lhall 
be  attempted  againft  their  perfons  or  properties. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublinj 
the  30th  day  of  March  1798. 

Clare.  C.  Char.  Cafhel.  W.  Tuam.  Drogheda.  Ormonde 
and  Oifory.  Shannon.  Altamont.  Clonmell.  Ely.  Dillon. 
Pery.  Gosford.  0‘Neill.  H.  Meath.  Cadlereagh.  Glent- 
worth.  Callan..  Tyrawly.  John  Fofler.  |.  Parnell.  H. 
Cavendifli.  J.  Blaquiere.  H.  Langrifhe.  Theo.  Jones.  Jof. 
Cooper.  D La  Touche.  J.  Mi  Mafon.  James  Fitzgerald. 
R.  Rofs.  Ifaac  Corry.  Lodge  Morres.  « 

God  fave  the  King. 
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Notice  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 

WHEREAS  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  In  council 
bas  in  confequence  of  the  daring  acts  and  depredations  committed 
in  this  county,  ordered  and  direCted  by  his  proclamation''  bearing 
date  the  30th  of  March  lad,  and  by  his  particular  orders  thereon, 
that  the  military  fhould  ufe  the  moft  fummary  means  to  reprefs 
difturbances,  and  to  recover  all  arms  taken  from  the  yeomanry 
and  well-alfeCted,  and  other  concealed  arms  and  ammunition  : all 
the  people  concerned  in  taking  or  concealing  thefe  arms  are  re- 
quired to  give  them  up  within  ten  days  from  the  publication  of  this 
notice,  v.'hich  if  they  do,  they  may  be  affured  no  violence  whatever 
will  be  done  to  them  or  to  their  properties ; but  if  they  do  not,  they 
are  informed  that  the  troops  will  be  quartered  in  large  bodies  to 
live  at  free  quarters  among  them,  and  other  very  fevere  means  be 
ufed  to  enforce  obedience  to  this  notice. 

And  thofe  who  have  knowledge  where  arms  are  concealed  are 
called  upon  to  give  information,  which  they  may  do  in  any  private 
manner  to  the  neareft  civil  raagiftrate  or  commanding  officer  of 
his  Majefly’s  forces  or  of  the  yeomanry  corps  ; fecrecy  fhall  be 
obferved  with  refpecl  to  them,  and  they  fliall  be  rewarded  when 
their  report  is  proved  to  be  true. 

L 
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Should  the  deluded  and  eyil-difpofed  among  the  people  in  this 
county  ftill  perfevere  in  robbing  and  murdering,  and  committing 
other  a£ls  of  violent  infubordinatiop  to  the  laws  of  their  country  ; 
they  are  informed  that  the  commander  in  chief  will  j?e  obliged  tp 
have  recourfe  to  thofe  powers  with  which  he  has  been  inveited  to 
bring  them  to  immediate  ppnifhment. 

Given  at  Head  quarters  at  Kildare, 
the  3d  of  April  1798. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Frederick  Maitland,  Secretary* 
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By  tie  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Counail  af  Ireland, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Camden,  , 

HIS  Fxcellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  adyic^ 
of  the  Privy  Council,  has  iiTued  orders  to  all  the  general  officer^ 
commanding  his  Majefty’s  forces  to  punilh  all  perfoiis  ading,  aid- 
ing, or  in  any  manner  alTifting  in  the  rebellion  which  now  exills 
in  this  kingdom,  and  has  broken  out  in  the  mod  daring  and  vio- 
lent attacks  upon  his  Majefty’s  forces,  according  to  martial  law, 
either  by  death  or  otherwife,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  expedient  for 
the  punifhment  and  fuppreilion  of  all  rebels  in  the  feveral  didri<Sls  ; 
of  \yhich-all  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  are  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin, 
the  24th  day  of  May  1789.  . 

W.  Armagh.  Clare,  C.  Char.  Cadiel.  W.  Tuam.  Water- 
ford. Drogheda.  Ormond  and  OlTory.  Wedmeath.'  Shannon. 
Bellamont.  Roden.  Altamont.  Glandorc.  Farnham.  Ely. 
Dillon.  Pery.  0‘Neill.  Carleton.  Cadlerpgh’  H. "Meath. 
G.  L.  Kildare.  Mufkerry.  Glentworth.  Roltmore.  Tyrawly. 
John  Foder.  J.  Beresford.  J.  Parnell.  H.  CavendidQ.  J. 
Elaquiere.  H.  Langrilhe.  Theo.  Jones,  Jof.  Cooper.  D. 
La  Touche.  J.  Monck  Mafon.  Arthur  Wolfe.  Rob.  Rofe, 
Ifjiac  Corry.  Lodge  Morres. 

God  fa ve  the  King-. 
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Appendix,  No.  XXXIX. 


No.  XXXIX. 


Refur/i  of  Arms  feizeJ  ayid  furrendered  in  feveral  Dijiriils, 


M 1 1 — r- 

Bayo- 

' ' 

Blunder! 

1 Mulker 

Sword 

Oid-  j 

Commanders. 

Guns. 

nets. 

Piftols. 

Swords. 

bufles 

jBarrels. 

Blades 

nance 

1 Pikes. 

General  Dundas 

’8th  March 
to  i^^h  July 

7027 

620 

1270 

873 

— , 

— 

— 

— 

1 

|H973 

Fof' 

1 ft  May  to 

43 

_ 

15 

12 

h 

loch  June 

j Ditto 

T rt-h  July 

1128 

I 3t6 

4TO 

537 

78 

JOI 

106 

— 

17 

\ a Moore 

25th  July 

300 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

800 

■, Taylor 

7th  June  to 

240 

I 

i 6 

1 1 

■3 



18 

2 

i8th  July 

26  h March 

1 

0 

'T_ Dunne 

2456 

j 

628 

304 

Swivels. 

loo^ 

to  2ifl-  July 

r6rh  Ju'y 

4246 

303 

341 

227 

55 

, 

9 , 

,14283 

J - 

i yth  July 

COO 

_ 

- 

, 



con.o 

/ 

1 8th  May  to 

1 Q 70 

375 

J 

1 183 

M40 

70 

T "I  ' 

1 

1 -544 

1 6th  July 

1 

July  31ft: 

15200 

350 

700 



— 1 

■ 1 

1 

! 1 7OCO 

Colonel  Skerrit 

June  a 8th  to 
fulv  28th 

I-  __ 

1 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

207 

Gen.  Champagne 

July  28th 

3^44 

44 

106 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

83 

Grole  . 

ift  Auguft: 
l^rh  March 

2 2 1 

. 

5 

Q 

, 



. _ i 

* . 

20CO 

Lake 

lO^CO  1 

7 

1 

1 

8 500 

I ^th  Auguft 

^lajor  Hardy  i 

1 

,loth  May  to 
4th  June 

662 

01 

144 

1 

128 

39 

1 ~ 

— 

3318 

1 

i 

'j.8rco  j 

iT'iG 

4465  i 

418’ 

2.. *.8  1 

i 119  1 

106  j 

22  i 

,70630 

Total  - T295S3 

It  apprars  from  the  letters  of  the  generals  that  many  arms  have  been  feized,  or  furrendered,-  which  are  not 
iduded  in  the  above  returns;  in  many  places  they  have  remained  in  the  poffcffionof  the  yeomen. 


the  end 


In  a few  Days  will  be  piibUjHd^ 

FKINTED  UNIFORMLY  TO  BIND  WITH  TFIIS  REPORT^' 
THE 

REPORT 


OF  THE 


SECRET  COMMITTEE  of  the  HOUSE  of: 
LORDS  OF  IRELAND. 


4r 


I' 


1 


